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THE SECRETABY OF THE TREASURY, 



TRAJTBItlTTtVe, 



(In obedience to a resolution of Uie Senate^ of the Istinst,) 



• tf > <• 



A COPT OF THE XETTEB OF THE 2D MATy 1814;:SROM THE 8ECBE< 

9 *0 ^ ^ ^ 

TART OF THE ^TBEASU^ TO JACOB BiJftKER. 



J ^ J 



•J 

MARCH 7, 1 820* : : : : : 

Printed hy order of the Senate of th^ U^lt^ States. 



^ V 



WASHINGTON : 

PRUfTSn BT OA1.E8 ^ BKAVON 
1820. 









^•. 



•^v^^-i 





;/;V 






• • 


• • • • 




• • • 


«> h * k 




•• • 






• • » 


t 


• 


• • * 


* V V i. I. 




# 


k - ^ » c 


• • • 


• 

< 


i. ' 
t "^ " 


•..••. 

:::il 


S::/. 


k « * 


• m 
• 


% * 




• ••• 


k • • 


• • 


• • 


* • • 
* • • 


::••• 


• • 

• • •• 


• 


• 








• • 


• 




• • • 


••_•.. 






L74J 



TREASURT BEPARTMENT/ 

4th Mdrdh ^^^0. 

Sib: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 1st inst I 
liave the honor to transmit a copy of the letter of the 2d of May, 
18149 from the Secretary of the Treasury to Jacob Barker. The 
same letter was addressed to each of the subscribers to the loan of that 
date. 

I remain^ with respect^ 

Tour most obedient servant 

WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 

The Hon. John GauxakB) 
J^csideni pro tewu of the 8inatc* 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

May 2d9 1814. 

Sir: The terms upon which the loan has been this day eoncladed 
are as follows, viz:— » 

Eigfaty-eij^ht dollars in money for each hundred dollars in stock; 
and £e United States engage, if any part of the sum of twenty-five 
millions of dollars, authorised to be borrowed by the act of the £4th 
of March, 1814, is borrowed upon |;he terms more favorable to the 
lenders, the benefit of the same terms shall be extended to the persons 
who may then hold the stock, or any part of it, issued for the present 
loan of ten millions, ' ^ 

Your proposal, of the dOth April, for five millions of dollars of i&e 
loan, having been at the above rate, or at a rate more favorable than 
the above to the United States, has been accepted; and you will please 
to pay, or cause to be paid, on the 25th day of the present month, into 
the bank or banks you have named, or into such as ydii shall name to 
the Secretary of tte Treasury, on the receipt of this letter, twenty- 
five per cent, or fourth fart of the sum above stated, pursuant to the 
notification from this department of the 4th of April last, and the re- 
maining instalments on the days fixed in the said notification. Ton 
will be pleased also, on. or before the 25th of May, to furnish the cash- 
ier or cashiers of the bank or banks, where the payments under your 
proposal are to be made, with the names of persons in whose bebidf 
the proposal has been made, and the sums payable by each. 

The commission of one fourth of one per cent, will be paid from 
the Treasury, after the payment of the first instalment, on the 25tk 
day of the present month. 

I am, very respectfully. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

G. W. CAMPBELL. 

Jacob Barker, Esq. ^ew Fork. 
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PftESroENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



t!^AJnMmt99p 



(lapuiiiiAnceof a retfolotioAof tkc Senate* of the 4th of January, 1820,) 



▲ BEPOBT IBOM THE SECBETABT OF SfATE, 



A U^ OP FINES, 



ineorred under the act of Cengreaa, entitled ^ An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain cornea against the United States," which appear, from the re- 
cords of the Department of State, to have been remitted by the Ezecutiye authority 
of the UnitedStates. 



March 8, 1820. 

Reads and ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 



WASHINGTON: 

rmiann wt balks U sxatov. 
1820. 
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!ro THE SEFATE 0£ THE VKITED STATES: 



I transmit tathe Senate, in pursuance of their resolution of the 4th 
of January last, a report from the Secretary of State, with a list of 
fines, incurred under the act of Congress, entitled ** an act in addi- 
tion to the act for the punishment of cei*tain crimes against the United 
States/' which appear, firpm the records of tlie Department of State, 
to have been remitted by tlie executive authority of the United States. 

JAM£S MONROE. 



WAsmir6T0|7^ Jtfyrdi 4, 1S20. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

Jtfay 2df 1814. 

Sib: The terms upon which the loan has been this day concluded 
are as follows, viz;— 

Eighty-eight dollars in money tor each hundred dollars in stock; 
and the United States engage, if any part of the sum of twenty-five 
millions of dollars, authorised to he borrowed by the act of the 24th 
of March, 1814, is borrowed upon );he terms more favorable to the 
lenders, the benefit of the same terms shall be extended to the persons 
who may then hold the stock, or any part of it, issued for the present 
loan of ten millions. ' ^ 

Your proposal, of the SOth April, for five millions of dollars of tlie 
loan, having been at the above rate, or at a rate more favorable than 
the above to the United States, has been accepted; and you will please 
to pay, or cause to be paid, on tlie 25th day of the present month, into 
the bank or banks you have named, or into such as you shall name to 
the Secretary of tte Treasury, on the receipt of this letter, twenty- 
five per cent, or fourth part of the sum above stated, pursuant to the 
notification from this department of the 4th of April last, and the re- 
maining instalments on the days fixed in the saUl notification* You 
will be pleased also, on. or before the 25th of May, to furnish the cash- 
ier or cashiers of the bank qr banks, where the payments under your 
proposal are to be made, with tiie names of persons in whose behalf 
the proposal has been made, and the sums pa;sd)le by each. 

The commission of one fourth of one per cent will be paid from 
the Treasury, after the payment of the first instalment, on the 25th 
day of the present month. 

I am, very respectfully, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

G. W. CAMPBELL. 

Jacob Barker, Esq. jytw Fork. 
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On the PttUum of Ephraim Bart 



The Register has the honor to state to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury: 

That the certificate referred to by the petitioner. No. 12, dated tiie 
l^th July, irsi, for 151^ 125. 6d. V. C* was issued 4y Richard Cki- 
bome, as deputy quarter master imder the $taU of Virginia* 

That, by an act of Congre^ of the 5th of August, 1789, commis- 
sioners were appointed to settle the accounts of the several stales 
with the United States. 

' That, with respect to the certificate in question, the circumstances 
under which credits were allowed the states, by the commissioners, 
are in favor of the state of Virpnia having received a. credit for the 
amount expressed therein. This was, however, subject to a provi- 
sion, that the receipt of the officer to whom the wagon and horses 
were delivered ^ as exhibited to the board of commissioners. This 
fact (as respects the actual exhibition of the receipt, and the state of 
Virginia having obtained credit for the amount of the certificate) 
cannot, in consequence of the loss of the state papers in 1814, now 
be ascertained. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



JOSEPH NOURSE, B^. 



Treasuky Dbi^artmbnt, 

Register's Office^ AthMirchf 1820. 
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« 

the fertflity communicated to a soil from the residence of an army, 
leaves little room for a claim of damage from that circumstance* The 
committee cannot judge of the actual effects of the occupation of the 
petitioner's property on its value, but from circumstances belonging 
to the case^ unaided by a vie^ of the premi^^^ or the opinions of 
those who have viewed them. They are led to doubt, however, whe- 
ther the petitioners have not been^ upon the whole, gainers, as they 
now stand. It must be remarked, also, the Madison barracks have 
since been erected on part of the encampment ground, the site for 
which has been purchased by the U. States, of the petitioners. In this 
purchase, it may be fairly supposed, so much of the charge for rent 
as applies to that ground, has been fairly merged. On full considera- 
tion, the committee are inclined to believe the claim allowable so far 
as it is connected with the consumption of wood from 371 acres of 
ground, to wit: S 3,710. The wood used in the cantonment most 
have remained to the proprietors, and the residue of the claim, for 
reasons above assigned, is deemed not equitable. They submit to the 
Senate a bill, embracing these principled. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Mabgh 9, 1820. 



The Committee of Claims, to wh^m was referred the petition of 

John Delafield, submit the following 

REPORT: 

The petitioner states he is the holder of forty-three loan office certi- 
£cates, bearing date ihe £3d Day of Decemb^, 1777, amounting to 
% 1£,128^^ principal at specie value. These certificates are counter- 
signed E* Davies, by order of J. A, Treutlan, governor of Georgia. 
The petitioner further states, that, for the four years prior to Decem- 
ber, 1781, interest has been paid on 1}ie greater part of said certifi- 
cates by Michael Hillegas, continental Treasurer. The petitioner 
further states, that such certificates as his were current in the United 
States and received into the Treasury at their full value, as genuine 
and ohUgatory, long subsequentiy to their issue, and that they were 
first objected ^ at the Treasury in 1791, when offered on loan to the 
United States. The petitioner fui*ther states, that the certificates 
were deposited in the Treasury according to law, and are not barred 
by any statute of limitation; ^at these very certificates have long 
since been accounted for at the Treasury, as having been applied to 
the public service, and embraced in the accounts of officers long since 
seUled. 

The committee have to remark, however, they find no proofs of 
ihese allegations which are at all satisfactory, or that, from the sin- 
gle item of the payment of interest, which abne is proved, any thing 
can be drawn favorable to the claim. 

The objection to these certificates is, that they are not countersign- 
ed by the commissioner of loans of the state of Georgia, where they 
appear to have been issued, as, by law, they should have been, to make 
them valid against the United States. Secretary HaihUton, in a re- ^ 
port to Congress in 1793, on the petition of William Smith, of Bal- 
timore, who had applied for the payment of these or similar certifi- 
cates, remarks, '* the present is not a case of mere informality.^ There 
is no evidence such certificates were issued for any purpose of the 
United States. The contrary, indeed, is stated to be the fact* 
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This claim has been thirteen times before Congress, and th 
times decided against at the Treasury. In the thi*ee last appli 
tions to Congress, a report has been made favorably^ 

Jt appears, William Smith, above alluded to, presented his certi 
Gates to the Congress for the allowance of interest, in the year 1780 
(6 journal, page 27,) and was by that body referred to the loan offio 
where the check books were kept. It follows irresistibly tliat at 
early a time it was thought improper to recognize tliem, without re— 
ference to the check books. In December, tiie year following, inte- 
rest appears to haVe been paid on some of these certificates, under a 
resolve of Congress of the Sd August, 1790, which directed the 
Creorgia loan office to be removed to a place of safety, and until the 
treasurer had due notice thereof he was ctfnpowered to pay interest 
due on cci*tificates issued from thatolEce, in the same raianner as was 
practised at the continental loan offices. (See journal 6, p. 105 & 6.) 
It follows, of course, this payment of interest was made without re^ 
ference to the check books. Thei'e was no hazard in this payment 
whetlier the ceii-ificates were issued for Geoi'gia or continental ac- 
count, as in either case it was a fair credit to the United States. The 
destruction of the records of Georgia by fire, during the revolution, 
has tended to involve the issuing of these certificates in obscurity. The 
researches of the committee leave on their minds no doubt but that 
O'Bryen and Wade commenced their administration in the beginning 
of 1779, and until their appointment there was n6ta commissioner of 
loans in Georgia. The in^juiries of Secretary Hamilton in 1792, 
left on his mind little doubt that the issue of these certificates was on 
state account, or why were they so countersigned ? 

At the thi'ee last applications favourable reports have been had 
pretty much on the evidence I'ecently obtained by the petitioner, 
through a corre.spondcnce with certain gentlemen in Georgia, of re- 
volutionary standing, and by reports fi*om the treasurer, which the 
committee, on further investigation, have found to be incorrect. Mr. 
Hamilton's inquiries were made in ninety-two, before the last confla* 
gration of the Georgia records, and the destruction of the recoi*ds 
here; they were made through the commissioner of loans, a respon- 
sible officer, sixteen years earlier than this latter correspondence* — 
That liberal and sagacious officer repoi'ted against them to Congress. 
Out of the late Correspondence there is little to be found, except con- 
jecture, only in the certificate of Mr. Sheftell. Admitting all he 
says to be true, it is still equivocal. The amount or number is not 
stated which wei*e paid into his father's hands by £. Davies, and it is 
not very obvious whether his father acted entirely on continental ac- 
count. On the contrary, Mr. Wereat and Mr. Stuck, both of gover- 
nor Houston's counsel, deny Davies ever was commissioner of loans, 
and speak of their own knowledge. Mr. Stuck, who was a man of 
education, and aid to governor Houston, as it is understood, states 
without reserve, as of a transaction with which he wasf perfectly 
familiar. E. Davies countersigns the certificates^ they ai*e made 
payable to Thomas,. These persons, before the arrival of the certi- 
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.Tbeasvut Depahtment, 

lUgisttr' 8 Office^Sth February 9 IBZO. 

fl 

The Register begs leave to transmit to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury certain copies of accounts^ taken from the records of the Bevo- 
lutionary government) in relation to the Loan Office certificate ac- 
counts of tiie commissioners of the state of Greorgia: of the accounts of 
Joseph Clay, at large, as deputy paymaster general. Southern it- 
partment: and, of William S. Alexander, quartermaster at Char- 
loiteville. North Carolina; with other statements, formed at the re- 
quest of the Chairman of the Committee of Claims, of the Senate of 
the United States, on the memorial of John Delafield, for thepaym«it 
of certain Loan Office certificates. 

The following is a List of the Statements referred to, viz: 
A. No* 1/ 0*5ryen and Wade, Loan Officers of the state of Geor- 



gia, their account of Loan Office certificates. 
L No. 



B. No. £. O'Bryen and Wade, Commissioners Loan Office, state 

of Georgia, their account in old emission money. 

C. No. 3. O'Bryen and Wade, Loan Officers, state of Geor^a, ac- 

count of Loan Office certificates, shewing the amount forwarded 
from the Treasury, and is the same, only in abstract form, with 
A. No. 1. 

D. No. 4. Copies of two Loan Office certificates, No. 881 and 882, 

for glOOO each, countersigned *^ O'Bryen and Wade, Loan Offi- 
cers, state of Greorgia,^' and dated the 27th October, 1778; re- 
cently presented at the Ti-casury of the United States, and tht 
value thereof, principal and interest, paid; under the existing law 
for paying outstanding Loan Office certificates, on their pi*esent- 
ment at the Treasury. 

£u No. 5. Statement of the Loan Office certificates, issued by the 
commissioners of the Loan Office, of the state of Georgia, being 
the result of an examination of the old records, to ascertoin the 
amount exchanged at the Treasury, for certificates of specie var 
lue. 

F* No. 6. List of lioan Office certificates, outstanding, issued by 
Loan Officers, state of Greorgia, being a transcript formed at the 
Treasury of the outstanding unpaid I^an Office certificates, with 
a i«ecapituIation, wherein 'is distinguished the Loan Office certi- 
ficates of the first transmission fi*om those of subsequent trans* 
missions to the commissionei*s. In this statement, the certifi- 
cates, the payment whereof is claimed by John Dela£eld, are not 
included. 

G. No. 7. Copy of a Loan certificate. No. 2, for 200 dollars, coun- 
tersigned by O'Biyen and Wade, Loan Officers, State of Geor- 
gia, 18th March, 1778, and forms a part of the first transmls- 
' sion of 2200,000, of Loan Office certificates, to the commission- 
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mrs. T%e origiBal is on ile, having been paid underlie existing 
law above referred to. (Vide D. No. 4;) 
M* '^io. 8. State of Greorgia, their debit in tiie Treasury books» on 
'two certificates, signed by Samuet HiJI^as, and countersigned 
ly E. Davis, No. 53, and No. 34, of S400 each, the same having 
^ leen received in the payment of lands sold in the city of New- 
York, and cancelled, as entered on record in tbe books of the 
Treasury, 18th May^ 1789. The sales, iqpon which tiie forego* 
ing certificates were received, were authorised by the resolution 
of Congress, of the 2l8t April, 1787. 
i^ ^So. 9. Joseph Clay, deputy paymaster general. Southern de- 
partment, his account. 
K* Uo. 10« Joseph Clay, deputy paymaster genera]. Southern de« 
partment, his account in new emissions, exhibiting a balance 
against him, May 3d, 1792, of S38,760, on the books of the 
Treasury. 
*-•• Ho. 11. William S. Alexander, quartermaster, at Charlotte- 
vilje. North Carolina, account in new emissions. This ac- 
count is closed in the Treasury books, to reverse an entry which 
had been prematurely made in a connexion with the accounts of 
^^ Joseph Clay, deputy paymaster general, southern department. 
^^<m. No. 12. Joseph Clay, paymaster^ Southern department, his se- 
veral accounts of salary, 

in old emissions, - 2343^468 00 

in new emissions^ - 15 00 

in specie, • 747 58 

These accounts exhibit the following balances unsettled with Jo- 
seph Clay, on account of pay, viz: ' 

in old emissions, « 2343,466 00 

in new emissions, - 15 00 

in specie, - 747 58 

No. 13. Statement of the emission of Continental Loan Office 
certificates, (old emis^^ons.) 



JBXFLANA^IOnr. 

No. 1, Is a statement of the Loan Office account of O'Bryen and 
Wade, Commissioners of Loans, of the state of Georgia, shew- 
ing that two hundred thousand dollars were transmitted by Mi- 
chael Hillegas, Treasurer, to tbe said Commissioners, and is the 
parcel of certificates that was sent to the state of Georgia, by 
Cosmo D. Medid, referred to by the conkmittee on the memorial 
of John Dclafield, in tlieir report to the House of Representatives 
of the United States, of the 19th February, 1816; of this parcel 
there were 100 certificates of 400 dollars each^ the payment 
whereof a part is claimed by the memorialist. 

This statement also shews, that Francis Uopkinson, who was 
appointed Treasurer of Loans, on the 27th July> 1778, (page 438, 
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JQturnal 1778,) transmitted of various emissions. Loan OKC^ 
certificates in addition to the foregoing to the 
amount of - - . . 8969,500.00 

which, with the amourit sent by Mr. Hillegas, 200^000 00 

make Si, 169,500 00 
whereof, as per tht5 credit side of the account, 

there were returned to the Treasury /* 55402,000 00 

soth^t there were really sent on in all 55767,500 00 

It cannot, from the existing records, be ascertained, what part 
thei-eof of the second ti'ansmission was sent to the Loan Officers 
between the 27th July, 1778, and 27th October following; but, it 
is certain that tliey were sent, because there werebi'ou ghtto the 
Treasury, the 13th April, 1818, for payment under the existing 
law for paying outstanding and unpaid Loan Office certificates, 
two certificates of Si 000 each. No. 881, and No. 882, issued by 
O^Bryen and Wade, commtissioners of the Loan Office of the 
state of Georgia, dated the 27th October, 1778. The Register 
is, therefore, enabled to reverse that part of his report of the 16th 
March, 1818, in reply to the question, ^* Have you any know- 
ledge of any Loan Office certificates ever having reached Geor- 
gia, excepting the S200,000, aforementioned?'' because it now 
appears, there were other transmissions between the time of 
Francis Hopkinson's appointment, 27th July, 1778, and 27th 
October, 1778, above stated. 
B. No. 2, Is a statement from the Treasury records of a money ac- 
count between the loan officers of the state of Georgia and tlM 
United States, styled old emissions, to distinguish ibe same from 
the then new currency. This account, on the 17th March, 1778, 
was credited, with the warrant, in favor of Joseph Clay, depu- 
ty paymaster general, southern department, for S202,4^3, drawn 
upon the loan officers of the state of .Georgia, and for whkh (ac- 
cording to the Treasury record) Joseph Clay accounted, agreea- 
bly to the settlement of his account, stated I No. 9. Having for 
its object an inquiry how far the loan officers had funds for the 
payment of that warrant, a question was asked the Register by 
the committee of the House of Representatives of the United 
States on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, to whom the me- 
morial of John Delafield was formerly referred, (16th March, 
1818,) "whether there were any other funds than the 8^00,000 
in loan office certificates, out of which the draft in Joseph Clay's 
favor to the above amount of jg202,423 could have been paid!" 
The Register's reply was, "that the Treasury records did not 
show any;" but at that time it was not discovered that loan of- 
fice certificates, other than the £200,000, had been forwarded be- 
tween the period of the appointment of Mr. Hopkiiison, on the 
27th July, 1778, as Treasurer of Loans, and the 27th October, 
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Whereof 43 are in the hands of John Delafield, 

20 do. of Burr, of Massachiisettsi 

4 do. of sundry persons, 

Certif '8 67 at j5400 each, g26, 

2 certificates, above, 
SI do. possibly outstanding 12. 

Making 100 certificates, • of i54O0 each 

Estimated amount cancelled under the act of 
4th of August^ 1790, 793 

As above J5967 

Respectfhlly submitted, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, fi<fist< 

Hon. William H. CRAwyoto, 

Secretary of the Treatury. 



City or WASHiNbToir, 6fA Jantiafjf, 182 

Deab Sir: It appears from the records that of the 200,000 
iars, in certificates sent , to Georgia, there were only 100 Gertifi< 
of S400 dollars each, amounting to jS40 

Whereof 2 ver^ taken up at the Treasury and 

charged to the state of Georgia 2800 

3 are claimedby N. Strong 1,200 

43 byDelafield 17,200 

1 by S. W.Fisher 400 

20 by Nathaniel Ruggles 

for Mr. Burr of Massachusetts 8,000 

31—100 27,600 

I think it is probable the residue, viz. 31 certificates, are outst 
ing, and would appear if provision should be made for their 
ment. 

I have tile honor to be, Sir^ 

Very respectfully, yout* obedient serv*i 

JOSEPH NOURS] 

Bomrubk Sosatras Roberts* 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

Miy 2df 1814. 

Snt: The terms apon which the loan has been this day coBcluded 
are as follows^ viz: — 

Eighty-eight dollars in money for each hundred dollars in stock; 
and the United States engage, if any part of the sum of twenty-five 
millions of dollars, authorised to be borrowed by the act of the 24th 
of March, 1814, is borrowed upon );he terms more favorable to the 
lenders, the benefit of the same terms shall be extended to the persons 
who may then hold the stock, or any part of it, issued for the present 
loan of ten millions. 

Your proposal, of the 30th April, for five millions of dollars of the 
loan^ having been at the above rate, or at a rate more favorable than 
the above to the United States, has been accepted; and you will please 
to pay, or cause to be paid, on the 25th day of the present month, into 
the bank or banks you have named, or into such as you shall name to 
the Secretary of tte Treasury, on the receipt of this letter, twenty- 
five per cent, or fourth fart of the sum above stated, pursuant to the 
notification from this department of the 4th of April last, and the re- 
maining instalments on the days fixed in the said notification. Yon 
will bcpleased also, on. or before the 25th of May, to furnish the cash- 
ier or cashiers of the bank qt* banks, where the payments under your 
proposal are to be made, with the names of persons in whose behalf 
the proposal has been made, and the sums payable by each. 

The commission of one fourth of one per cent, will be paid from 
the Treasury, after the payment of the first instalment, on the 25th 
day of the present nionth. 

I am, very respectfully. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

G. W. CAMPBELL. 

Jacob Babker, Esq. J^Tew York. 
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REPORT 

€fthe CammitUeon the petition of John BeUiJidd. 



December 16^ 1816. 

Accompanied with a bill for his relief. 



The committee to whom was referred the petition of John Dela- 
field, respectfully report: 

That the petitioner states, that he is the proprietor of forty three 
loan office certificates of the United States, of S400 each, nominal 
amount, which, according to the scale of depreciation established by . 
Congress amount to the sum of El 2, 128-^ principal; which, with tiie 
interest that remains unpaid, he prays may be funded for his benefit, 
according to law. The petitioner further states, that the certificates 
aforesaid have been lodged in the Treasury Department, and there 
have remained, so that his claim has never been affected by any sta- 
tute of limitation. 

In examining and deciding the question under consideration, the 
committee have had recourse to various public documents, to private 
sources of information, as well as to the detailed report of the com- 
mittee, which was made to Congress, on the same petition, at their 
last session. In the view of your committee, the merits of Uie pre- 
sent claim may be reduced to tiiree points, viz: 

1st. Are the loan office certificates in question genuine and without 
fraud, as issued by the United States? 

2d. Have they been so countersigned and put into circulation as 
to become bindine upon the government to provide for the payment 
of the same? And, 

Sdly. Were they issued for public purposes, and expended for the 
use and benefit of the United States? 

Under the first head, your committee conceive that littie need be 
said, inasmuch as all the officers of the Treasury Department, who 
have reported upon this subject, fully admit the fact that they are 
genuine, as they came from the loan office of the United States. But 
when we find that a fund was provided in France, by a special reso- 
lution of Congress, for the purpose of paying the interest on this spe- 
cies of the debt of the United States, and that the same was paid for 
four years, and endorsed on said certificates, every doubt on this 
head must be removed. 
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was; and Mr. Sheftall, who wa9i an active officer in tlie reYoIution, 
and who appears to have been particularly acquainted with the pecii^ 
niary fransactions of the government, in the year 1777 — '78, enter- 
tains no doubt as to the appointment and authority o'* Edward Davies 
to countersign and issue those cei'tificates* In his certificate, bearing 
date the 7th of November, 1816, he asserts, that he was deputy com- 
missary general of the continental troops under his father, Mordecai 
Sheftall, from the month of July,. 1777, to the 29th of December, 
1778; and that in the latter part of the year 1777, Edward Davies 
received from governor Treutlen an appointment similar to that of 
commissioner^^of loans, and countersigned a number of the certificates 
of the United Staters, several of which were paid by him (Edward 
Davies) to his father, and these again paid out by his father to James 
Rae, commissioner of purchases, for the subsistence and other uses 
of the continental army, (see Mr. SheftalPs certificate subjoined.) If 
this certificate can be credited, (^and nothing appears to your commit- 
tee why it should not be entitled to full belief,) tliere appears to be 
no room to doubt as to the appointment of Edward Davies as com- 
missioner of loans, in the year 1777. 

The third inquiry only remains to be cojjsidered, viz: were the 
certificates' in question issued for public purposes, and expended ^ 
theuseof the' United States? . 

All the records for the state of Greorgia, relating to that period^of 
the war, having been destroyed by two conflagrations, and the pa- 
pers of the Treasury Department of the United States having suf- 
fered a similar fate, (see major Deveaux, and the register's certifi- 
cates,) no evidence can be derived from those quarters. The register, 
however^ certifies that the loan ofllcers, for the state of Georgia, were 
t^arged with the certificates remitted to them; and that a credit was 
also obtained for them to about the same amount But Mr. Sheftall 
decides the point as to their application. His certificate, corroborat- 
ed by letters from others, afibi^s the strongest reason to believe that 
the avails of the certificates in question were appropriated in prosecut- 
ing the revolutionary war. 

As to the deposite of the certificates in the Treasury Department, 
So as not to be barred by the statute of limitations, they find them 
to have been regularly entered, and returned to the Auditor of the 
Treasury on the 18th of April, 1794, where they have remained to 
this time. 

Your committee would further remark, tliat they have examined 
the report of tlie select committee, made on this petition, on the 19tli 
of February, 1816, which, being much in detail, they adopt as part 
of tliis rdport. * 

Bein^ convinced that the loan office certificates in question are 
tnic ami genuine certificates; that E. Davies was duly authorized to 
eoiintersign a«d issue the same, and that their proceeds wereex- 
peimled in pi*osecuting the revolutionary war, your committee are 
ccitistrained to rcjiort, as tlieii* opwion, that provision ought to be 
made by the government for the redemption and payment of the 
same. They, therefore,, ask leave to report a bill forthat purjiose. 
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inasiQucfa as they are admitted to be gennine, and i'^;oIarl7 issae^ 
from the loan office of the United Stati^; and^ as will hereafter more 
fully afip^AV'f it being iiighly probable thai no commissioner of loans 
was in pffice within the state of Georgia, wiMi these certificates were 
issued. ^ 

It appears, by the report of tKe Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
the 23d of December, 1795, that the certificates under consideration 
form a pai*t of 200,000 dollars, sent from' the Treasui^ on the 24th of 
September, 1777, to Georgia, under the care of a captain Medici, 
and intended for the loan offices there, which were at that time, and 
long after^ (as is stated in said report,) kept by O'Bryen and Wade; 
that they were countersigned by E. Davies, by order of J. A* Treut- 
len, governor of Georgia, The Secretary of the Treasury further 
states, tliat ** £. Davies was not known as an officer of the United 
States, but was a temporary agent of Georgia, employed to purchase 
a quantity of Indian goodSf and to enable him to effect that object, a 
sum was placed in his hands in certificates, which, by an order oj 
councilf he was authorized to issue; and that these probiUily were the 
certificates now under consideration/* 

From the most thorough investigation of this subject, your com- 
mittee have not been able to ascertain the fact that O'Bryen and 
Wade wei'e loan officers for the State of Georgia in the year 1777; 
but, from other sources of information, it would seem most probable, 
that no such officers were in commission, and executing the duties of 
that office, prior to the year 1779. 

In answer to some queries stated by the chairman of your commit- 
tee to Jos. Nourse, Register of the Treasury, he remarks, " that 
Wm* Gevott, his predecessor, opened an account in ledger A, folio 

214, entitled * Commissioner's loan office, state of Georgia, 

account current,' leaving a blank for the names of the commission- 
ers." That the same account obtained a credit, March, 18, 1778, for 
202,423 dollars, and that he filled up the blank left for their names, 
4th September, 1780. He also states, that, to the best of his recol- 
lection, O'Bryen and Wade were in office 10th Mayy 1779, when ho 
entered tlie Treasury Office as Assistant Auditor Grenersd. To the 
question stated by the committee, " Are O'Bryen and*Wade charged 
with the two hundred thousand dollars alluded to in Mr. Wollcott's 
repoii;?" (1795,) the Register answers, "They are charged with that 
sum on the 22d November, 1781, but it appears, by the report of the 
auditor of the Treasury, dated 19th January, 1795, that they were 
transmitted on tlie 24th September, 1777, when the record might 
liave been made, had Mr. G^vott been possessed of the voucher upon 
which I afterwards made the record." It appears, (3d Journals of 
Congress, 3t9,) that, at the time these certificates were sent from the 
Treasury, Congi'ess were removing from Philadelphia to Lancaster, 
where tiiey sat one day, and adjourned to York Town. 

It also appears, that the governor of Georgia drew drafts upon 
the delegates of that state in Congress, for 19,0^ dollars, for tlie 
]^iurpose of recruiting continental troops, which were paid by that 
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Trsasu&t Depaktment^ 

MirchQS, 1792. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred the petition o/ 
William Smith, of Baltimore town, in the state of Maryland, ne- 
spectfuUy submits the following report: 

The resolutions of the United States in Congress assembled, vhicA 
respect the issuing of tl\,e certificates, commonly called loan office cer- 
tificates, make it necessary, that they shoyld be previously counter- 
signed by certain officers, denominated coniraissionei'S of loans, ^lio 
were to Jbe appointed under the authority of the particular states. 

After diligent inquiry within tlie state of Georgia, no evidence has 
been obtained, either of the appointment of £• Davies, (Oie person by 
whom the certificates in question were countersigned,) to the office of 
commissioner of loans for that state, or that he was ever known or 
reputed to have acted in that capacity. The reverse of this, indeed, 
appears from various communications to the Ti'easury, copies and 
extracts of which are contained in the schedule herewith transmitted. 
It is to be remarked, that £• Davies does not even style himself com- 
missioner of loans, but, instead of this, adds to his signature th^ 
words " by order of J. A. Treutlen, governor of Georgia.*' ^ 

The certificates, however, are signed by the proper officer, and al^ 
such as have appeared ai*e genuine, and interest, as alleged in the p^^ 
tition, has been paid upon them by the late Treasurer of the United 
States, as in other cases. A number of those certificates have bee^ 
offered to the present commissioner of loans for the state of Georgia.^ 
to be subscribed, pui*suant to the act making provision for the debt o0 
the United States, and upon a reference to the Treasury by that officec:^ 
have dii*ected to be refused. 

Tlie reasons tor tliis direction are substantially as follows: 

The certificates in question having been irregularly issued, andl 
witliout the requisites pi-escribcd by the acts of Congi-ess, were, o(t 
course, in the first instance, not obligatory upon tlie United States. 

The subsequent payment of interest upon them by an executive of- 
ficer, without the sanction of any order or resolution of Congress, 
could not confer validity upon a claim originally destitute of it, though 
it miglit occasion hardship to individuals, who, upon the credit of that 
payment, may iKive been induced to become possessors of those certi* 
ficatesfor valuable, consideration. 

There are examples of the payment of interest, by the mistakes of 
public officers, upon counterfeit sjid forged certificates. It seems to be 
clear, th^t such payments cannot render valid or obligatory certifi- 
cates of that description; and yet, a similar hardship to those which 
have been mentioned* would attend those who may have afterwards- 
become possessed of them for valuable consideration; nor does there? 
occur any distinction between the effect of such payment^ in the on^ 
aiid in the other case. 
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vernmenty except when the BritUh farces had possession of the coui 
And further daiih not 

JOHN WEREA' 
Sworn to this 16th day of May, iroi. 
Jos. Habersham. J. P. 



Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of Loans for C^eargiOf i 
Secretary of the Treasury^ dated June ISth, 1791. 

^' I have, without success, applied a second time to the gove 
to know by what authority Mr. Davies acted as aloan officer. J 
well assured he had none.'' 



* • 

Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of Loans to William 
monSf principal Clerk in the Auditor^§ Office dated JSugust 
1T9U 

<* Herewith you will receive thirty-three loan office certifi< 
which I have examined, and believe them genuine; the five last ii 
abstract which were bsued by Edward Davies, I do not, how< 
think should be received, for the reasons assigned in my formei 
tcr io the Secretary of the Treasury, and the late Auditor, 
plied to Mr. Steick (the gentleman I mentioned in my letter to 
Woolcott, dated the 20th ult.) for a copy of the oi*der of cou 
which he said he had. I now enclose you his answer, which 
will please to show to the Secretary of the Treasury/' 



Savaknah, Mgust 31, I7i 

Sir: Agreeably to your request, I made search among my pi 
for the order of the executive of the year 1777, authorizing Ed^ 
Davies and Thomas Stone to make a purchase of goods from a 
tain Farquhar, but cannot find it As well as my rcicoUections^ 
me, it was to the following effect: that they, the said commlssio 
were directed to purchase and pledge the faith of the state for the. 
ment, either in indigo at the Carolina price, or in loan office < 
ficatcs, whioh were then expected from Congress. The contrac 
concluded, and the goods delivered by Farquhar to Davies. ^ 
the loan office certificates arrived, the governor paid Mr. Davie 
thousand pounds, or something near tiiat sum, which was exp 
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On the PttUUm of J^hravm Hart 

The Register has the honor to state to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury: 

That the certificate referred to by the petitioner, No* 12, dated the 
12th July, 1781, for 151^ 12s. 6d. Y. C was issued by Richard Clai- 
borne, as deputy quarter roaster under the sktU of Virginia. 

That, by an act of Congrei^s of the 5th of August, 17899 commis- 
sioners were appointed to settle the accounts of the several states 
with the United States. 

That, with respect to the certificate in question, the circumstances 
under which credits "^ert allowed the states, by the commissioners, 
are in favor of the state of Virginia having received a credit for the 
amount expressed therein. This was, however, subject to a provi- 
sion, that the receipt of the officer to whom the wagon and horses 
were delivered ^^as exhibited to the board of commissioners. This 
fact (as respects the actual exhibition of the receipt, and the state of 
Virginia having obtained credit for the amount of the certificate) 
cannot, in consequence of the loss of the state papers in ISHy now 
be ascertained. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 



JOSEPH NOURSE, Beg. 



Trbasubt Dbi^aktmbnt* , 

Register's Office, 4th March, 1820. 



[78] 



20 



and added to the continental army, for the defence of Georgia; over 
iriiich Lachlin M'Intosh was appointed brigadier general* The jea- 
lousy which existed between the state governments and the continen- 
tal generals, often embarrassed military operations, and in no state 
did this evil prevail to a more formidable degree than in Georgia. 
The funds for recruiting, subsisting and clothing this brigade, as 
well as its subsequent military operations, passed through the hands 
of the executive, and under its control* From these circumstances, 
it is evident, that the certificates mentioned in your letter, were issu- 
ed for the purposes before mentioned; and there is but little doubt, 
if they have not heretofore beenfundedf or avditedby fAe^fo^, that they 
remam due by the United States. 

As I am not in possession of official documents, I have appealed to 
the recollection of Mr* Sheftall Sheftall, who was at that date depu- 
ty commissary general of the continental army. He informs me, 
that it is clearly within his remembrance, that Edward Davies was 
appointed by governor Treutlen, commissary or commissioner of 
purchases, for clothing and subsisting the army; and that he has seen 
many of tiie certificates, such as are mentioned in your letter* Mr. 
Davies was succeeded by Nehemiah Wade, and William O'Bryen^ 
early in 17r8, he (Davies) was appointed one of the commissioners 
of confiscated estates* If this statement should be insufficient to es- 
tablish the facts you wish, it is probable the appointment of Mr* 
Davies may be found upon the executive files at Milledgeville, by an 
application to the governor of this state; to whom, the distance pre* 
vents me from referring, in time to answer your purposes* 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

HUGH MXALI4. 

The lumaraUe Benjamin Taxlmaoge, 
City of Washington. 



Neas Augusta^ 12th February, 1816* 

Mt Deab Sm : This acknowledges the receipt of your letter of 
19th of last month* It would have been answered by the return mail, 
had God preserved my health* I have been near four weeks confined 
to my bed by influenza; the violence of the complaint, with old age, 
make it very questionable whether I ever recover to enjoy any thing 
like good health* You inquire if Treutlen was governor of Georgia. 
Yes ! John Adam Treutlen was the second governor of Georgia of 
the Revolution* Bulloch tiie first governor* Bulloch died whUe in 
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the fertOity comniiiiiicated to a soil from the residence of an army, 
leaves little room for a claim of damage irom that circumstance. The 
committee cannot judge of the actual effects of the occupation of the 
petitioner's property on its value, but from circumstances belonging 
to the case, unaided by a view of the premi^^^ or the opinions of 
those who have viewed them. They are led to doubt, however, whe* 
ther the petitioners have not been^ upon the whole,- gainers, as they 
now stand. It roust be remarked, also, the Madison barracks have 
since been erected on part of the encampment ground, the site for 
which has been purchased by the U. States, of the petitioners. In this 
purchase, it may be fairly supposed, so much of the charge for rent 
as applies to that ground, has been fairly merged. On full considera- 
tion, the committee are inclined to believe the claim allowable so far 
as it is connected with the consumption of wood from 371 acres of 
gi'ound, to wit: S 3,7 10. The wood used in the cantonment must 
have remained to the proprietors, and the residue of the claim, for 
reasons above assigned, is deemed not equitable. They submit to the 
Senate a bill, embracing these principled. 
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these certificates were sent on for the purpose of purchasing articles 
for the use of the army, they would moi-e probably pass through h» 
hands than those of any state agent; indeed, it is difficult, (if the ce^ 
tificates are genuine, and no doubt they are,) to account for the en* 
dorsement by Mr. Davies. There is no sort of doubt but tluit the 
state of Georgia did expend large sums of public money; what was 
usually called continental money; but whether they expended asj 
loan-nffice certificates in defence of the state, during the revolution- 
ary war, does not appear by any record I can find, or by any pe^ 
flonal information I have been able to obtain. 

I am, dear sir. 

With much regard and esteem. 

Your very obedient servant, 

D. B. MITCHELL. 

Hon. W. H. Crawford. 
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New- York, September 29th, 1816. 

Sir : I have employed a considerable portion of time in the inves- 
tigation of tlie claims of individuals against the United States, for 
certificates issued in the state of Georgia, countersigned by Edward 
Savies. William Ervin was the first president in Georgia, under 
the republican government, in 1775, and was known by the title of 
''president of tlie general committee of safety.'* Archibald Bollock 
succeeded htm in January, 1776, in the execution of his functions, as 

firesident of the executive council. Under his administration the 
egislature was called in November, and in December a convention 
for the purpose of framing a constitution; the operations of which 
were commenced in February, 1777. About this time Bullock died, 
and was succeeded by Burton Gwinnett, who called a meeting of the 
legislature in May — was approved by John Adam Treutien, who was 
appointed governor of the state. During this session of the legisla- 
ture, three continental battalions were authorized to be added to one 
formerly raised, and formed into a brigade under the command of 
brigadier general M'Intosh. Governor Tr^Uen applied to the ge- 
neral government for funds, to bring this measure into operation. 

Certificates of the United States wei^ forwarded to Treutlen to ^i- 
list, clothe, and subsist these battalions, and to fit out a small naval 
establishment under the command of commodore Bowen. 

Mr. Sheftall Sheftall, who is now living in Georgia, was depu^ 
commissary general under his father in Greorgia, for the continental 
army, and he recollects to have passed off* some of the certificates be« 
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This claim has been thirteen times before Congress, and three 
times decided against at the Treasury. In the three last applica- 
tions to Congress, a report li^ been made favorably^ 

Jt appears, William Smith, above alluded to, presented his certifi- 
cates to the Congress for the allowance of intei'est, in tlie year 1780, 
(6 journal, page 27,) and was by that body referred to the loan office, 
where the check books were kept. It follows irresistibly that at so 
early a time it was thought irapi'oper to recognize them, without re- 
ference to the check books. In December, tlie year following, inte- 
rest appears to haVe been paid on some of these certificates, under a 
resolve of Congress of the Sd August, 1790, which directed the 
Georgia loan oftice to be removed to a place of safety, and until the 
treasurer had due notice thereof he was empowered to pay interest 
due on certificates issued from that olRce, in the same nianner as was 
practised at the continental loan offices. (See journal 6, p. 105 & 6.) 
It follows, of course, this payment of interest was made without re- 
ference to the check books. There was no hazard in this payment 
whether the certificates were issued for Geoi'gia or continental ac- 
count, as in either case it was a fair credit to the United States. The 
destruction of the records of (ieorgia by fire, during the revolution, 
has tended to involve the issuing of these certificates in obscurity. The 
researches of the committee leave on their minds no doubt but tliat 
O'Eryen and Wade commenced their administration in the beginning 
of 1778, and until their appointment there was not a commissioner of 
loans in Georgia. The inquiries of Secretary Hamilton in 1792, 
left on his mind little doubt that the issue of these certificates was on 
state account, or why were they so countersigned ? 

At the three last applications favourable reports have been had 
pretty much on the evidence recently obtained by the petitioner, 
through a correspondence with certain gentlemen in Georgia, of re- 
volutionary standing, and by reports fi'om the treasurer, which the 
committee, on further investigation, have found to be incorrect. Mr. 
Hamilton's inquiries were made in ninety-two, before the last confla* 
gration of the Georgia records, and the destruction of the recoi*ds 
here; they were made through the commissioner of loans, a respon- 
sible officer, sixteen years earlier than this latter correspondence.— 
That liberal and sagacious officer reported against them to Congress. 
Gut of the late correspondence thei'e is little to be fonnd, except con- 
jecture, only in the certificate of Mr. Sheftell. Admitting all he 
says to be true, it is still equivocal. The amount or number is not 
stated which were paid into his father's hands by E. Davies, and it ia 
not very obvious whether his father acted entirely on continental ac- 
count. On the contrary, Mr. Wereat and Mr. Stuck, both of cover- 
nor Houston's counsel, deny Davies ever was commissioner of loans, 
and speak of their own knowledge. Mr. Stuck, who was a man of 
education, and aid to governor Houston, as it is understood, states 
without reserve, as of a transaction with which he was perfectly 
familiar. E. Davies countersigns the certificates^ they are made 
payable to Thomas^ These persons, before the arrival of the certi- 
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I do certify^ ^at my father, Mordecai Shefitall, was commissaiy^ 
general of the continental troops in Grciorgiay under the command of^ 
general Mcintosh, and general Home, from the month of July, 1777 9.^ 
dntil the 29th of December, 1778, and that I was deputy commissary^ 
general under him, for the same period, at which time we were both.^ 
taken prisoners in Savannah, when it was taken by the British^fli 
army. 

In the latter part of the year 1777, Eilward Davies received an^M 
appointment from John Adam Treutlen, then Grovemor of Georgia, ^ 
similar to that of commissianer of loans, and countei*signed a number ^ 
of certificates 01 the United States* several of which were paid by him ^ 
to my father, and by my father to James Rae, commissioner of pur — 
chases for the subsistence, and other uses, of the continental army. 

Given under my hand, at Savannah, this 7th day of November,.^, 
\ 1816. 

SHEFTALL SHEFTALL. 



I do cei'tify, that, some time in the month of May, 1780, Kichar^^ 
Howley, then governor of Georgia, \vas at Augusta, with his execu — ^ 
tiye council, of which I was a member, and aid-de-camp to the gover — 
nor. Soon after Charleston was taken by the British^ governor How- ^ 
ley and the executive council retreated through South Carolina, an^^ 
narrowly escaped capture by the British, who were then spreading" 
their military posts over the western part of that state. 

A shoi«t time before we left Augusta, the house containing all th«^ ^ 

papers belonging to the Executive and Treasury Departments w« 

consumed by fire, and none of the papers were saved fi*om conflagn^^ 
tion, except some Greorgia paper money, which we carried on wif"' 
us, to bear our expenses. 

Qiven under my hand, at Savannah, this 5th day of Novembei 
1816. 

PETER DEVEi^UX. 



Savaitkah, J^Tovember Zth, 1816. 



Sib : I addre^ssed a letter to you on the 29th of September, which 
I hope reached you in safety. 

I now enclose you two certificates; one from Major Deveaux, a re- 
volutionary officer^ and one from S* Sheftall> esquire^ who was deputy 
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RegUter^s Ojfice9 5ihFebruary,1^20. 

The Register begs leave to transmit to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury certain copies of accounts^ taken from the records of the Beyo- 
lutionary government^ in relation to the Loan Office certificate ac- 
comits of me commissioners of the state of Georgia: of the accounts of 
Joseph Clay, at large, as deputy paymaster general, Southern de- 
partment: and, of William S. Alexander, quartermaster at Char- 
lotteviile. North Carolina; with other statements, formed at the re- 
quest of the Chairman of the Committee of Claims, of the Senate of 
the United States, on the memorial of John Delafield, for the paym^it 
of certain Loan Office certificates. 

The following is a List of the Statements referred to, viz: 

A. No. 1/ 0*Bryen and Wade, Loan Officers of the state of Geor- 

gisLf their account of Loan Office certificates* 

B. No. 2, O'Bryen and Wade, Commissioners Loan Office, state 

of Georgia, their account in old emission money. 

C. No. 3. O'Bryen and Wade, Loan Officers, state of Cr^or^a^ ac- 

count of Loan Office certificates, shewing the amount forwarded 
from the Treasury, and is the same, only in abstract form, with 
A. No. 1. 

D. No. 4. Copies of two Loan Office certificates. No. 881 and 882, 

for SlOOO each, countersigned *^ O^Bryen and Wade, Loan Offi* 
ccrs, state of Georgia," and dated the 27th October, 1778; re- 
cently presented at the Ti-easury of the United States, and the 
value thereof, principal and interest, paid^ under the existing law 
for paying outstanding Loan Office certificates, on their present- 
ment at the Treasury. 

£« No. 5. Statement of the Loan Office certificates, issued by the 
commissioners of the Loan Office, of the state of Georgia, being 
the result of an examination of the old records, to ascertain the 
amount exchanged at the Treasury, for certificates of specie va- 
lue. 

F. No. 6. List of lioan Office certificates, outstanding, issued by 
Loan Officers, state of Georgia, being a transcript formed at the 
Treasury of the outstanding unpaid Loan Office certificates, with 
a i*ecapitulation, wherein is distinguished the Loan Office certi- 
ficates of the first transmission fi*om those of subsequent trans* 
missions to the commissioners. In this statement, the certifi- 
cates, the payment whereof is claimed by John Dela^eld, are not 
included. 

Cr. No. 7. Copy of a Loan certificate. No. 2, for 200 dollars, conn- 
tersigned by O'Bryen and Wade, Loan Officers, State of Geor- 
gia, 18th March, 1778, arid forms a part of the first transmls- 
' sion of 2200,000, of Loan Office certificates, to the commission- 
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In January, 1778, Mr. Wei^eat was elected a member of the-legis- 
lature, from Richmond county, in which he lived, at Mount Pleasant, 
(the name of his plantation,) on<6 hundred and forty miles north west 
of Savannah. He was soon after appointed president of council^ 
under the administration of governor Houstoun, and continued in that 
ap]K>]ntment until the 4th of November, 1779, when he was succeed- 
ed by Stephen Herd; and soon after, removed with his family to Phi- 
ladelphia, where. he remained until some time in the year 1782, a' 
short time before the British evacuated Savannah. Aft^ the peace, 
he was appointed auditor for the state, to settle the local claims of indi- 
viduals against it, and to give certificates of the amounts due to them, 
which certificates were received in payment for confiscated property. 

Mr. Steick was a young lawyer, and appointed one of govetrmt 
Houstoun's aids, some time in the yeai* 1778, wliich commenced his 
career in public life. 

From these circumstances, it is evident, that neither Mr. Steick, nor 
Mr. Wereat, had any knowledge of the passing events under Treut- 
len's government, when the certificates you hold were passed off owl 
public account, by Mr. Davies. 

Much stress appears to be laid upon the appointment of Davies, by 
governor Treutlen, whether it was legal or not. If the governor had 
notappointed Davies to pay away these certificates on pid>Iic accountt 
sui-ely he would not have plac**d them in Davies' possession. It will 
certainly not be contended, that O'Bryen and Wade were appointed 
commissioners of loans until after the January session, in Savannah, 
in 1778. If so, how were the troops of general M'Intosh's brirade 
to be clothed and fed, from June, 1777, until January, 1778? Con4 
gress surely did not expect tlie governor to perform the duties of 
loan officer, nor do I think it would have been connect. 

I am gratified to see tiie assertions made by me, and by. the certifi- 
cate of Mr. Sheftall, suppoi-ted by such amass of evidence, from sudi 
respectable authority. - 

I hope to hear from you again in a few days, and that a bill will 
be passed, authorising a satisfactory adjustment of your claims. 

Dear Sir, yours truly, 

HUGH M'CALL. 

Major J. DEnriELD. 



Treasury DsPARTMEirr, 

17tt.MarcA, 1818, 
Sir : In reply to^your lett^ of the 13th instant, I have the honor 
to transmit the enclosed report from the Register of the Treasury. 
I remain, with respect. 

Tour most obedient and very humble servant, 

WM. H. CRAWFORD, 
tnift li^n. Nathaniel Ruggxes, 

^ the Commltee of jBet^olutionarif Claims* 
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jo.urnal 1778,) transmitted of various emissions^ Loan Office 
certificates in addition to the foregoing to the 

amount of - - - - 8969,500 00 

Avhich, with the amouiit sent by Mr. Hillegas, 200^000 00 

malce g 1,1 69,500 00 
whereof, as per thB credit side of the account, 

tliere wei*e returned to the Treasury .^ 2403,000 00 

80 that there were really sent on in all g767,500 00 

It cannot, from the existing records, be ascertained, what part 
thei-eof of the second ti'ansmission was sent to the Loan Officers 
between the 27th July, 1778, and 27tli October following; but, it 
is certain that tliey were sent, because there werebi*ou ghtto the 
Treasury, the 13th April, 1818, for payment under the existing 
law for paying outstanding and unpaid Loan Office certificates, 
two certificates of Si 000 each. No. 881, and No. 882, issued by 
O'Bryen and Wade, commissioners of the Loan Office of the 
State of Georgia, dated the 27th October, 1778. Tlie Register 
is, therefore, enabled to reverse thatpart of his report of the I6th 
March, 1818, in reply to the question, **Have you any know- 
ledge of any Loan Office certificates ever having reached Greor- 
gia, excepting the 2200,000, aforementioned?^' because it now 
appears, there were other transmissions between the time of 
Francis Hopkinson's appointment, 27th July, 1778, and 27th 
October, 1778, above stated. 
B. No. 2, Is a statement from the Treasury records of a money ac- 
count between the loan officers of ibe state of Georgia and th# 
United States, styled old emissions, to distinguish the same from 
the then new currency. This account, on the 17th March, 1778, 
was credited, with the warrant, in favor of Joseph Clay, depu- 
ty paymaster general, southern department, for 8202,4^3, dravm 
upon the loan officers of the state of .Geoi*gia, and for whkb (ac- 
cording to the Treasury record) Joseph Clay accounted, agreea- 
bly to the settlement of his account, stated I No. 9. Having for 
its object an inquiry how far the loan officers had funds for the 
payment of that warrant, a question was asked the Register by 
the committee of llie House of Representatives of the Unit^ 
States on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims, to whomlhe me- 
morial of John Delafield was formerly referred, (16th Mareh, 
1818,) "whether there were any other funds than the ^200,000 
in loan office certificates, out of which the draft in Joseph Clay's 
favor to the above amount of g202,423 could have been paid?'* 
The Register's reply was, "that the Treasury records did not 
show any;" but at that time it was not discovered that loan of- 
fice certiificates, other than the g200,000, had been forwarded be- 
tween the period of the appointment of Mr. Hopkinson, on the 
27th July, 1778, as Treasurer of Loans, and the 27th Octobw, 
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Clajf on said setdementf did account for the mm of two himdred a 
two thousand four hundred and twenty-three dollars, as upon ref 
ence to the said records will more fully appear in ledger A, folio : 
wherein Joseph Clay is charged with said sum, and in said Uott 
pages 3226 and 5256, said Clay's account is recorded. 

In reply to the second question proposed by the committee, <<M 
there any funds in the loan office in Georgia, except the S200,000 
loan office certificates, sent to Georgia the 24th September, 177T, < 
of which the draft in Joseph Clay's favor could have been paidP' 1 
records of the Treasury do not show tiiat there were any; the s; 
I'ecords show that the only warrant drawn on the commissioner 
loans in Georgia, was the warrant for S202,42d, above stated. 

In reply to the third question proposed by the committee, ^^Hs 
you any knowledge of any loan office certificates ever having read 
Georgia, excepting the 9^00,000 aforementioned?" It does not i 
pear that any others were sent to that state until March, 1779, wl 
402,000 dollars were sent to the commissioners of loans in (reorg 
which cei'tificates were stopped by William Parker, one of the po 
missioners of tlie loan office of the state of South Carolina, as bej 
unsafe to go forward in the then situation of Georgia, invaded by 
enemy, and were returned by him, and received, cancelled, and pas! 
to the credit of the late Treasurer Hillegas, as appears by blot 
Tio. 15, page 8420. . 

In 1780 and 1781, certain other loan office certificates, i567,t 
amount, were transmitted by Francis Hopkinson, Esq. treasurer 
loans, to the commissioners of loans in Georgia, and are charged 
the said commissioners, in ledger A, folio 289. 

Treasury Department, 

Register^ s Office^ 16tt March^ 1818. 

' Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Eegiitgr. 

Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Whereof 43 are in the hands of John Delafield^ 

20 do. of Barr^ of Massachusetts, 

4 dd. of sundry persons, 

Certif 's 6r at g400 each, g26,800 

£ certificates, above, 
SI do. possibly outstanding 12,400 

Making 100 certificates, of «400 each 

Estimated amount cancelled under the act of 
4th of August, 1790, 79S,800 

As above $5967,500 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, fic^fer. 

Hon. William H. CrawfoIbid, . 

Secretary of the Treasury. 



City op Washington, 6tK January, 1820. 

Dbab Sib: It appears from the records that of the SOO^OOO dol« 
lars, in certificates sent, to Georgia, there were only 100 certificates 
of S400 dollars each, amounting to jS40,000 

Whereof 2 mrere taken up at the Treasury and 

charged to the state of Georgia S800 

'3 are claimed by N. Strong 1,200 

43 byDelafield 17,200 

1 by S. W. Fisher 400 

20 by Nathaniel Ruggles 

for Mr. Bunr of Massachusetts 8,000 



31—100 . 27,600 

I think it is probable the residue, viz. 31 certifii^ates, areoutstand* 
ing, and would appear if provision should be m^de for their pay* 
ment. 

I have Hie honor to be. Sir, 

Very respectfully, your obedient serv*t. 

JOSEPH NOURSE. 

iEmaraiZe Jonathan RoBSBTs. 



/ 



i1 
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REPORT 



Of the Ccmmitteeon the petition of John Bdafidd. 



Deckmber 16y 1816. 

Accompanied with a bill for his relief. 



The committee to whom was referred the petition of John Dela- 
field, respectfully report: 

That the petitioner states, that he is the proprietor of forty three 
loan office certificates of the United States, of SS400 each, nominal 
amount, which, according to the scale of depreciation established by , 
Congress amount to the sum of 212,128^4 principal; which, with the 
interest that remains unpaid, he prays may be funded for his benefit^ 
according to law. The petitioner further states, that the certificates 
aforesaid have been lodged in the Treasury Department, and there 
have remained, so that his claim has never been afifected by any sta- 
tute of limitation. 

In examining and deciding the question under consideration, the 
committee have had recourse to various public documents, to private 
sources of information, as well as to the detailed report of the com- 
mittee, which was made to Congress, on the same petition, at their 
last session* In the view of your committee, the merits of tlie pre* 
sent claim may be reduced to tiiree points, viz: 

1st. Are the loan office certificates in question genuine and without 
fraud, as issued by the United States? 

2d. Have they been so countersigned and put into circulation as 
to become binding upon the government to provide for the payment 
of the same? And, 

Sdly. Were they issued for public purposes, and expended for the 
use and benefit of the United States? 

Under the first head, your committee conceive that little need be 
said, inasmuch as all the officers of the Treasury Department, who 
have reported upon this subject, fully admit the fact that they are 
genuine, as they came from the loan office of the United States. But 
when we find that a fund was provided in France, by a special reso- 
lution of Congress, for the purpose of paying the interest on this spe- 
cies of the debt of tiie Unit^ States, and that the same was paid for 
four years, and endorsed on said certificates, every doubt on this 
head jnust be removed. 
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was5 and Mr. Sheftall, \v1io wa9i an active officer in tlie revolution, 
and who a)y)ears to have been particularly acquainted with the pecu- 
niary fransactions of the government^ in the year 1 777-— '78, enter- 
tains no doubt as to the appointment and authority or Edward Davies 
to countersign and issue those certificates. In his certificate, bearing 
date the 7th of November,,! 8 16, he asserts, that he was deputy com- 
missary general of the continental troops under his father, Mordecai 
Sheftall, from the month of July,, 1777, to the 29th of December, 
1778; and that in the latter part of the year 1777, Edward Davies 
received from governor Treutlen an appointment similar to that of 
commissioner^of loans, and countersigned a number of the certificates 
of the United States, several of which were paid by him (EdWard 
Davies) to his father, and these again paid out by his father to James 
Rae, commissioner of purchases, for the subsistence and other uses 
of the continental army, (see Mr. SheftalPs certificate subjoined.) If 
this certificate can be er^ited, (^and nothing appears to your commit- 
tee w^hy it should not be entitled te full belief^) tliere appears to be 
no rootn to doubt as^ te the appointment of Edward Davies as com- 
missioner of loans, in theyeai* 1777. 

The third inquiry only remains to be considered, viz: were the 
certificates^ in question issued for public purposes, and expended $br 
theuse'ofthe^ United States? 

All the records for the state of Georgia, relating to that periodof 
the war, having been destroyed by two conflagrations, and the pa- 
pers of the Treasury Department of the United States having su€- 
fercd a similar fate, (see major Deveaux, and the register's certifi- 
cates,) no evidence can be derived from those quarters. The register, 
however, certifies that the loan ofllcers, for the state of Georgia, were 
Charged with the certificates remitted to them; and that a credit was 
also obtained for them to about the same amount. But Mr. Sheftall 
decides the point as to their application. His certificate, corroborait- 
ed by letters from others, alfonis the strongest reason to believe that 
the avails of the certificates in question were appropriated in prosecut- 
ing the revolutionary war. 

As to the deposite of the certificates in the Treasury Department, 
so as not to be barred by the statute of limitations, they find them 
to have been reguljwly entered, and returned to the Auditor of the 
Treasury on the 18th of April, 1794, where they have remained to 
this time. 

Your committee would further remark, tliat they have examined 
the rejjort of the select committee, made on this petition, on tlie 19t[i 
of February, 1816, which, being much in detail, they adopt as pai't 
of this rdport. ' ' 

Bein^ convinced that the loan oflice certificates in question are 
tnic and genuine certificates; that E. Davies was duly authorized to 
countersign and issue the same, and that their proceeds were ex- 
pended in prosecuting the revolutionary war, your committee are 
cilnstrained to i-eiiort, as their opinion, that provision ought to be 
made by the government for the .redemption and payment of the 
same. They, therefore,, ask leave to report a bill forthat purpose. 
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inasiQuch as they ore admitted to be gennine^ and r^^Iarlj issned 
from the loan office of the United Stat^; and, as will hereafter more 
fully s^i^ar, it being highly probable thai no commissioner of loans 
was in pffice within the state of Georgia, wli6n these certificates were 
issued.^ 

It appears, by the report of thp Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
the 23d of December, 1795, that the certificates under consideration 
form a pai*t of 200,000 dollars, sent from' the Treasui^ on the £4th of 
Septerpber^ 1777, to Georgia, under the care of a captain Medici, 
and intended for the loan offices there, which were at that time, and 
long after^ (as is stated in said report,) kept by O'Bryen and Wade; 
that they'were countersigned by E. Davies, by order of J. A. Treut- 
len, governor of Georgia.^ The Secretary of the Treasury further 
states, tliat ** £. Davies was not known as an officer of the United 
States, but was a temporary agent of Georgia, employed to purchase 
a quantity of Indian goodSf and to enable him to effect that object, a 
sum was placed in his hands in certificates, which, by an (yrder of 
council^ he was authorized to issue; and that these probdily were the 
certificates now under consideration/* 

From the most thorough investigation of this subject, your com- 
mittee have not been able to ascertain the fact that O'Bryen and 
Wade wei*e loan officers for the State of Georgia in the year 1777; 
but, from other sources of information, it would seem most probable, 
that no such officers were in commission, and executing the duties of ' 
that office, prior to the year 1779. 

In answer to some queries stated by the chairman of your commit- 
tee to Jos. Noursc, Register of the Treasury, he remarks, " that 
Wm. Gevott, his predecessor, opened an account in ledger A, folio 

214, entitled • Commissioner's loan office, state of Georgia, 

account current,' leaving a blank for the names of the commission- 
ers.'* That the same account obtained a credit, March, 18, 1778, for 
202,423 dollars, and that he filled up the blank left for their names, 
4th September, 1780. He also states, that, to the best of his recol- 
lection, O'Bryen and Wade were in office 10th May, 1779, when ho 
entered tlie Treasury Office as Assistant Auditor Genend. To the 
question stated by the committee, " Are O'Bryen and«Wade charged 
with the two hundred thousand dollars alluded to in Mr. Wollcott's 
report?" (1795,) the Register answers, **They are charged with that 
sum on the 22d November, 1781, but it appears, by the report of the 
auditor of the Treasury, dated 19th January, 1795, that they were 
transmitted on tlie 24th September, 1777, when the record might 
have been made, had Mr. Gevott been possessed of the voucher upon 
which I afterwards made the record." It appears, (3d Journals of 
Congress, 319,) that, at the time these certificates were sent from the 
Treasury, Congress were removing from Philadelphia to Lancaster, 
where they sat one day, and adjourned to York Town. 

It also appears, that the governor of Greorgia drew drafts upon 
the delegates of that state in Congress, for 19,000 dollars, for the 
jiurpose of recruiting continental troops, which were paid by that 
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Tebasuky Depaktment, 

March 28, 1792. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred the petition of 
William Smith, of Baltimore town, in the state of Maryland, re- 
spectfully submits the following report: 

The resolutions of the United States in Congress assembled, which 
respect the issuing of tlye certificates, commonly called loan office cer- 
tificates, make it necessary, that they should be pin^viously counter- 
signed by certain officers, denominated commissioners of loans, who 
were to te appointed under the authority of the particular states. 

After diligent inquiry within the state of Georgia, no evidence has 
been obtained, either of the appointment of E. Davies, (the i)ei*son by 
whom the certificates in (|uestion were countersigned,) to the office of 
commissioner of loans for that state, or that he was ever known or 
reputed to have acted in tliat capacity. The I'everse of this, indeed, 
appears from various communications to the Treasury, copies and 
extracts of which are contained in the schedule herewith transmitted. 
It is to be remai'ked, that £• Davies does not even style himself com- 
missioner of loans, but, instead of this, adds to his signature the 
words " by order of J. A. Treutlen, governor of Georgia.*' 

The certificates, however, are signed by the proper officer, and all 
such as have appeared ai*e genuine, and interest, as alleged in the pe- 
tition, has been paid upon them by the late Treasurer of the United 
States, as ir^ other cases. A number of those certificates have been 
offered to the present commissioner of loans for the state of Georgia, 
to be subscribed, pursuant to the act making provision for the debt of 
the United States, and upon a refei-ence to the Treasury by that officer 
have directed to be refused. 

Tlie reasons for tliis dii*ection are substantially as follows: 

The certificates in question having been irregularly issued, and 
without the requisites prescribed by the acts of Congress, were, of 
course, in the first instance, not obligatory upon tlie United States. 

The subscipicnt payment of intei^est upon them by an executive of- 
ficer, \\athout the sanction of any order or resolution of Congress, 
could not confer validity upon a claim originally destitute of it, though 
it might occasion hardship to individuals, who, upon the credit of that 
payment, may iKive been induced to become possessors of those certi* 
ficatcsibr valuable. consideration. 

There are examples of the payment of interest, by tlie mistakes of 
public officers, upon counterfeit sjii forged certificates. It seems to be 
clear, that such payments cannot render valid or obligatory certifi- 
cates of that description; and yet, a similar hardship to those which 
have been mentioned, would attend those who may have afterwards 
become possessed of them for valuable consideration; nor does there 
occur any distinction between the effect of such payment^ in the one 
aiid in the other case. 
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vernmenty excqtt when the British forces hadposs$ssi(m of the country* 
And further saith not. 

JOHN WEREAT. 
Sworn to tiiis 16th day of May, 1701. 
Jos. Habersham. J. P. 



Extract of a letter from the Ckmmissioner of Loans for OeorgiOf to ths 
Secretary of the Treasury, dated June ISth, 1791. 

*^ I have, ivithout success, applied a second time to the governofr 
to know by what authority Mr. Davies acted as a loan officer. I ani 
well assured he had none." 



Extract of a letter from the CJammissianer of Loans to WUliam Sim- 
monSf principal Clerk in the Auditor^ $ Offtce^ daied^iugust SI si, 
179U 

<* Herewith you will receive thirty-three loan office certificates 
which I have examined, and believe them genuine; the five last in th« 
abstract which were issued by Edward Davies, I do not, however, 
think should be received, for the reasons assigned in my former let- 
ter ix> the Secretary of the Treasury, and the late Auditor. I ap- 
plied to Mr. Steick (the gentleman I mentioned in my letter to I\(Ir. 
noolcott, dated the 20th ult.) for a copy of the order of council, 
which he said he had. I now enclose you his answer, which you 
w ill please to show to the Secretary of the Ti^easury^" 



Savaktnah, August SI, 1791. 

Siu: Agreeably to your request, I made search among my papers 
for the order of the executive of tlie year 1777, authorizing Edward 
Davies and Thomas Stone to make a purchase of goods from a cap- 
tain Farquhar, but cannot find it As well as my recollection serves 
me, it was to the following efiect: that they, the said commissioners^ 
were directed to purchase and pledge the faith of the state for the4>ay- 
ment, either in indieo at the Carolina price, or in loan office certi- 
ficates, which were men expected from Congress. The contract was 
concluded, and the goods delivered by Farquhar to Davies. When 
the loan office certificates arrived, the governor paid Mr. Davies ten 
thousand pounds, or something near that sum, which was expected 
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request a passport for myself to ride tliat far to confer with Uid. 
While in a very uneasy state of suspense, captain Read arriTed, and 
delivered me} our letter of tlie 18th August, with duplicate of your 
No. 6, with ibe documents. Two or three hours after he reached 
Madrid, I was inforqaed, by the Secretary of State, that he must per- 
form, at Santa Cruz, a quarantine of eigiit or ten days. The dor- 
respondence between us will show in what manner the captain 
was enabled to continue' his journey: copies are enclosed, marked 
*Nos. 6, 7, 8. On the night of the third, I had, preparatory to the 
offer, to exchange the ratifications according to my instructions, a 
long conversatitm with the Duke of San Fernando. I did not disco- 
ver, in this interview, any i*easonahle prospect of the immediate ac- 
ceptance of the treaty. The Duke professed to be anxious to pre- 
serve a good understanding with the United States— -that the King 
wished explanations, &c. On my asking him what jirould be the 
conduct of Spain? Would the treaty be ratified if these explanatms 
were not satisfactory? He replied that was a point upon which U^ 
royal master had not expressed' his pleasure. In the course of theom- 
versation, he expressed the hope that my note would be couched ia 
respectful terms, that if it was not, I must not be surprised if it was 
returned to me. I told him that the note was prepared by, and a^ 
cording to the instructions of my government, and if returned toiMi 
I should not consider the offence as personal, but as oSbred to iiie 
United States* To avoid the very disagreeable consequences whidi 
must ensue, I suggested that if he found any thing harsh in. the sole, 
I would change it ij it could be done without altering its meamng ar 
impairing its strength. But that no term could be touched which was 
essenOoL to convey, substantUUlyf what the note contained. After a 
very long interview, not at aU satisfactory, except as it proved tiie 
good dispositions and politeness of the Secretary of State, I deli- 
vered my official note, copy marked 9,* with the proposal in Spanish^ 
marked F, that the Minister might be immediately mastra" of what 
was asked and expected of the King. The answer of the Minista 
was delivered this afternoon. I'he copy of it is marked 10. Tbe 
Spanish government will persist in the plan of sending a Minister to 
ask explanations at Washington. The note of the Duke of San Fe^ 
nando confirms the information already given of the points on whick 
these explanations will be asked. I cannot venture to conjecture 
what will be the conduct of this government, should it not receive 
what it wishes to procure from iis. In the m*eao tinie, although it is 
said that general Vivas is named to go to Washington, it is not oe^ 
tain. To-morrow I shall ask for copies of the grants to Alagon, Pi^ 
Bon Rostro, and Vargas, preparatory to the remonstrance I am di- 
rected to make, and to my reply to the note of the Duke. I hope to 
send you copies of the grants, and of my reply; but shall not detaia 
captain Read if they are' not ready before he is prepared for his joiur- 
wej. He will leave this on Tuesday morning for Malaga, to wUch 

* Co mmuni ca ted to Congieaa with ^e mesaage of rth December, 16],9. 
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and added to the continental army, for the defence of Greorgia; over 
n^ich Lachlin M'Intosh was appointed brigadier general. The jea- 
lousy which existed hetween the state governments and the continen- 
tal generals, often embarrassed military operations, and in no state 
did this evil prevail to a more formidable degree than in Greorgia. 
The funds for recruiting, subsisting and clothing this brigade, as 
well as its subsequent military operations, passed through the hands 
of the executive, and under its control. From these circumstances, 
it is evident, that the certificates mentioned in your letter, were issu- 
ed for the purposes before mentioned; and there is but little doubt, 
if they have not heretofore been funded, or audited iy the state fth^tthej 
remam due by the United States. 

As I am not in possession of official documents, I have appealed to 
the recollection of Mr. Sheftall Sheftall, who was at that date depu- 
ty commissary general of the continental army. He informs me, 
that it is clearly within his remembrance, that Edward Davies was 
appointed by governor Treutlen, commissary or commissioner of 
purchases, for clothing and subsisting the army; and that he has seen 
many of the certificates, such as are mentioned in your letter. Mr. 
Davies was succeeded by Nehemiah Wade, and William O'Bryen^ 
early in 1778, he (Davies) was appointed one of the commissioners 
of confiscated estates. If this statement should be insufficient to es- 
tablish tiie facts you wish, it is probable the appointment of Mr^ 
Davies may be found upon the executive files at Milledgeville, by an 
application to the governor of this state; to whom, the distance pre* 
vents me from referring, in time to answer your purposes. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

HUGH M'CALL. 

Uie lumarahle Bekjamin Tailmauge, 
(My of Washington^ 



Near Augusta, IStth Februan/f 1816. 

Mt Dear Sir : This acknowledges the receipt of your letter of 
1 9th of last month. It would have been answered by the return mail, 
had God preserved my health* I have been near four weeks confined 
to my bed by influenza; the violence of the complaint, with old age, 
make it very questionable whether I ever recover to enjoy any thing 
like good health. You inquire if Treutlen was governor of Georgia. 
Yes! John Adam Treutlen was the second governor of Georgia of 
the Revolution. Bulloch the first governor. Bulloch died while in 
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by the aforesaid board, and founded upon the laws enacted for the 
preservation of health, it is my duty to inform you, that the said cap- 
tain and his crew are respectively subjected to a quarantine of eight or 
ten days, with the requisite purification of all efiects susceptible of 
contagion; and, that if it be your determination to go and confer 
with him, you may proceed to do so, on subjecting yourself to the 
same conditions. 

I hope, therefore, that you will inform me of your intentions on this 
point, that I may transmit the necessary orders by to-morrow^amaiL 

I reiterate the assurances of my high consideration, and I pray God 
to preserve you many years. 

PaIiACE, tiOthSqftember, isi9. 

The Duke of SAN FERNANDO and QUIROGA. 



No. 8. 

Mr. Fenyth to the Duke of San Fernando and ^irogay First JUtnu^ 

ter of Staie, ^c* ^'C. 

Madrid. 

Sir: "Captain Read, of Uie Navy of the United States, with de- 
spatches from my government, whose detention at Santa Cruz caused 
me to address your excellency on the 50th Septembei*, arrived in Ma- 
drid a few hours before I had the honor to receive a reply. A short 
time after he was stopped at Santa Cruz, he learned that the order of 
the Junta of Sanidad was directed only to the Director of tlie Posts, 
and prohibited only travelling Mrith post horses from Andalusia* As 
I'.e came from Gibraltar, with regular passports, there was nothing 
to prevent him from pursuing his journey in the private or hired con- 
^eyance in which he prosecuted it to this place. In performing his 
own duty, he had neither inclination nor intention to violate any of 
the ordinances of any of the authorities of the kingdom, ncur^^as far 
rs he was informed, did he infringe upon the established regulapons. 
I should not have llibught it necessary to mention his arrival, iexcept 
incidentally, had not the answer of your excellency to iqy 4>iB^iid 
note, in his behalf, been written under the expectation that lie wpuld 
be detained in quarantine eight or ten days, and had it not given idso 
the very extraordinary intimation that I should be subjected to a si- 
milar restriction if I went to confer with htm at the place to wUch 
he was restricted. 

I renew to yo|»r excellency tbe assurances of my high consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
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at our interview, which took place the ensmng night. 1 Was led to 
believe that the government, might be induced to agree to the propo- 
sal I was directed to make, but was apprehensive that the manner of 
presenting it would form an unsurmountable obstacle. With this 
view, I prepared the Spanish note sent with m^ despatch of to-daj^ 
intending tp say to the Duke of San Fernando, if the proposal ^^as 
accepted, that, that migbt be considered the official note, and the 
other would be received again from hSs hands. Finding no jnst 
grounds in his conversation to believe the proposal would be acc^ed 
to, I determined to present it, as I did, as an unofficial paper for the 
convenience of the Minister of State. The subsequent observation 
that my note would be returned, if not respectfully written, satisfied 
me that this determination was more than judicious. This sugg^k 
tion was made with as much delicacy as it could be made, and seemed 
to arise from the apprehension, that their dignity would compel them 
to a step it was very obvious they would have taken witb great re* 
luctance. Indeed, when tlie Duke informed me, that the courtesy of 
nations did not permit one power to prescribe to another the time 
within which a thing required must be granted or reAisfed, I began to 
imagine that, according to their ideas of respectfUl treatment, tiie 
return of the note was certain. Had it been retui*ne^, I should have 
had the honor of making this communication to you in person. The 
present Secretary of State is sincerely disposed to preserve good 
terms with us. The influence of the Grantees is still pi^ominant, 
and will, I apprehend, continue until something stronger than words 
is used to bring our disputes to an end. Onis has been in Madrid 
since the last of August, a private man. It is understood tl)at the 
king docs not impute blame to him. Yet he has never been consulted 
in any of the several councils that have been called on the- subject. 
Tbe present minister has had some informal conversations with bim, 
but he has given neither explanation nor advice to the government, 
because he has not been asked for either. 

It will surprise you to be informed, that there are persons about 
this court who want a war with the United States. There are very 
many individuals who have licenses to fit out privateei*s; these are 
looking with eagerness to the chance of enriching themselves at our 
expense. As to the effect upon their country, that is another affair, 
about which they are indifferent. The maxim is almost unJ^plHrsal 
here: DM am enriched, it is of no consequence how much the Wun* 
try is distreased/' u 



*f 



ExtrfuiB of a letter from Mr. Forsyth to the Secretary of State, datei 

Madrid, Oct. 28,^1819. 

*^ By the return of the Hornet, which sailed from Malaga on the 
£Oth, you have been informed that I applied, on the 10th instant, to 
the Spanish (proyenupenty for copies ^ the large grants to Alagi^iu 
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I do certify^ that my father, Mordecai Sheftall, was commissary 
general of the continental troops in Greorgia, under the command of 
^nerai Mcintosh, and genei*al Home, from the month of July, 1777, 
dntil the S9th of December, 1778, and that I was deputy commissary 
general under him, for the same period, at which time we Were both 
taken prisoners in Savannah, when it was taken by the British ^' 
army. ^ 

In the latter part of the year 1777, Edward Davies rectived an ^ 
appointment from John Adam Treutlen, then Gt)vernor of Georgia, ^ 
similar to that of commissumer of loans, and countei'signed a number '^ 
of certificates oi the United States, several of which were paid by him i 
to my father, and by my father to James Rae, commissioner of pur- ^ 
chases for the subsistence, and other uses, of the continental army. ^ 

?i 

Given under my hand, at Savannah, this 7th day of November, ^ 
1816. 

SHEFTALL SHEFTALL. ^ 



I do certify, that, some time in the month of May, 1780, Richard '\ 
Howley, then governor of Georgia, \vas at Augusta, with his execu- \ 
tiye council, of which I was a member, and aid-de-camp to the gover- 't^ 
nor. Soon after Charleston was taken by the British, governor How- 
ley and the executive council retreated through South Carolina, and ^ 
narrowly escaped capture by the British, who were then spreading 
their military posts over the western part of that state. ' 

A short time before we left Augusta, the house containing all the 
papers belonging to the Executive and Treasury Departments were 
consumed by jirCf and none of the papers were saved fi*om conflagra- V 
tion, except some Georgia paper money, which we carried on with ^ 
us, to bear our expenses. 

Given under my hand, at Savannah, this 5th day of November, 
1816. 

PETER DEVEXUX. 



SAVAimAH, J^ovember Xth, 1816. ^i 



Sib : I addressed a letter to you on the 29th of September, which 

I hope reached you in safety. Z 

I now enclose you two certificates; one from Major Deveaux, a re- ^ 

volutionary officer^ and one from S. Sheftall^ esquirei^who was deputy ^ 
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command within the limits of the country, between which and llie 
capital, intercoorse was prohibited, on account of the yellow feyei^ 
and, it is said, that he is performing quarantine, prepamtDjpgr to 
coming to this place. I use the impersonal, for no part of the infor- 
mation respecting Vivas, his appointment, or movements, comes to 
me directly or indirectly from this government. 

A repoH has been industriously circulated here, that some arrange* 
ment had been made by Spain and Britain, in consequence of the pro- 
bability of a war between Spain and the United States* So much 
was said about it, that, without giving any credit to it, I deemed it 
prudent to inquire into its truth* My first application was made to 
Sir Henry Wellesley; to whom I spoke of it jestingly > as a proof of 
the extravagance and folly of the suppositions and surmises of the 
Puerta del Sol; (the place where the news of the day is discussed by 
Spanish politicians.) He spoke of it in the same strain; but our 
conversation concluded by a most solemn assurance given, on his ho- 
nor, that there wa^Jiot the slightest foundation for such a report; 
that the only arrangement lately made with Spain, related to the 
terms of an old contract for permission, to the British Gk>vemmen^ 
to purchase specie in Spanish America.'* 



No. 1. 

' John Forsyth, minister plenipotentiary of the United States, pre- 
sents his respects to the Duke of San Fernando and Quiroga, Secre- 
tary of State and Despatch, and requests that authenticated copies of 
the grants to the Duke of Alagon, Count Punon Rostro, and Mr. 
Vargas, should be sent to him as early as tiie convenience of the de- 
partment of state will permit 

John Forsyth, American minister, offers to the Duke of San Fer- 
nando the assurances of his respectful consideration. 

Madrid, 10th October, 1819. 



JUr. Forsyth to the Ihike of San Fernando and (fuir^^ga, 

[tbansxatiok.] 

No. 2. 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States presents his 
compliments to the Duke of San Fernando and Quiroga, an4 had 
the honor to request of His Excellency^ on the iOth instant copies of 
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In January, 1778, Mj*. Wei-eat was elected a member of thele^- 
lature, from Richmond county, in which he lived, at Mount Pleasant, 
(the name of his plantation,) one hundred and forty miles north west 
of Savannah. He was soon after appointed president of council, 
under the administration of governor Houstoun, and continued in that 
apjiointment until the 4th of November, 1779, when he was succeed- 
ed by Stephen Herd; and soon after, removed with his family to Phi- 
ladelphia, where. he remained until some time in the year 1782, a' 
short time before the British evacuated Savannah. After the peace, 
he was appointed auditor for the state, to settle the local claims of indi- 
viduals against it, and to give certificates of the amounts due to them, 
which certificates were received in payment for confiscated property* 

Mr. Stcick was a young lawyer, and appointed one of governor 
Houstoun's aids, some time in tlie year 1778, which commenced his 
career in public life. 

From these circumstances, it is evident, that neither Mr. Steick, nor 
Mr. Wereat, had any knowledge of the passing events under Treut- 
len's government, when the certificates you hold were passed off on 
" public account, by Mr. Davies. 

Much stress appears to be laid upon the appointment of Davies, by 
govemor Treutlen, whether it was legal or not. If tlie governor had 
notappointed Davies to pay away these certificates on public account, 
surely he would not have plac<*d them in Davies* possession. It will 
certainly not be contended, that O'Bryen and Wade were appointed 
commissioners of loans until after the January session, in Savannah, 
in 1778. If so, how were the troops of general Mcintosh's brigade 
to be clothed and fed, from June, 1777, until January, 1778? Con4 
gress surely did not expect the gcrcemor to perform the duties of 
loan officer, nor do 1 think it would have been correct. 

I am gratified to see tlie assertions made by me, and by the certifi- 
cate of Sir. Sheftall, suppoi-ted by such amass of evidence, from such 
respectable authority. 

I hope to hear from you again in a few days, and that a bill will 
be passed, authorising a satisfactory adjustment of your claims. 

Dear Sir, yours truly, 

HUGH MXALL. 

Major J. Delapield. 



Treasury Departmbkt, 

17ttJtforcA, 1818. 
Sir : In reply to* your letter of the 13th instant, I have the honor 
to transmit the enclosed report from the Register of the Treasnry. 
I remain, with respect. 

Your most obedient and very humble s^«vaRt, 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
The Hon. Nathawiel Ruggxes, 

OJ the Committee oj Bcvotutionary Claims. 
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in tbiB basinessy^ and would now request to be infortned where it in 
lie found, if he was confident it could be done without offending 1 
royal4ignity — a dignity so refined and etbereaU' as to be abov^ ' 
comprehension of an American Minister. His Excellency, th^ Sec 
tary of State and Despatch, has said, individualiy, and by permissi 
of the King, that the declaration intended to be presented by 1 
American Minister, if the exchange of the ratification of the Conv< 
tion of the S2d February took place, contradicted the 8th article 
thai instrument. From this assertion an inference was to be dra^ 
that the above mentioned grants, or some of them, were of ads 
prior to the 24th January, 1818, the day named in that article nfi 
treaty. Without failing in the respect due to the Secretary of Sta 
and which the American Minister desires at all times to exhibit, 
was important for him to ascertain whether a//, or a part of th< 
grants were considered valid by Spain. Whether maae prior &i, 
the time qf^ or sttbsequent to the authority given to Mr. Onis, to of 
a cession of Florida to the United States. Whethei* the whoUf or < 
ly a part, and if a partf what part of the lands in that territory v 
included in them—- information necessary to the formation of a o 
-rect judgment of the character of this transaction. His ExceUen 
the Duke of San Fernando and Quiroga must be sensible that cop 
of these grants can be obtained only fi-om the persons owning them, 
from the archives of the Indies, and that the Minister of ^e Unil 
States having no right to believe that the owners would submit i 
cn*iginal papers to his inspection, or suffer copies to be taken of the 
had no resource but an application to the government. 

iN^ot having procured the desired information from the most autlM 
tic source, he will be under the necessity of seeking it wherever it c 
be found, and if, in presenting this subject hereauer to his >lajest; 
government, any error should be communicated, the Duke of S 
Fernando and Quiroga will not forget the application made for a 
rect information, and the refusal to give it. 

John Forsy tli, the American Minister, reiterates to his Excellent 
the Duke of San Fernando and Quiroga^ the assurances of his pi 
found consideration. 

Madrid, IGtA October, 1819. 



No. 5# 

Mr. Forsyth to the Duke of San Fernando and ^mr^a* 

His Excellency the Duke of San Fernando and Quiroga^ 
First Minister of State, &c. &c. &c. 

Madrid, October 18, 1819. 

Sift: I have had the honor to I'eceive your Excellency's answer^ 
tlic 8th instant) to my official note of the 2d. 
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Clajy on said setOementf did account forthe aum of two hundred and 
two thousand four hundred and twenty-three dollars^ as iq[>on refer- 
ence to the said records will more fully appear in ledger A, folio 149 
wherein Joseph Clay is charged with said sum^ and in said blottert 
pages 3226 and 5256, said Clay's account is recorded. 

In reply to the second question proposed by the committee, ^'Was 
there any funds in the loan office, in Georgia, except the SS200,000 in 
loan office certificates, sent to Georgia the 24th September, 1777, out 
of which the draft in Joseph Clay's favor could have been paid?" The 
records of the Treasury do not show tiiat there were any; the said 
records sliow that the only warrant drawn on the commissioner of 
loans in Georgia, was the warrant for S202,42d, above stated. 

In reply to the third question proposed by the committee, <<Hav€( 
you any knowledge of any loan office certificates ever having reached 
Greorgra, excepting the 8200,000 aforementioned?** It does not ap- 
pear that any others were sent to that state until March, 1779, when 
402,000 dollars were sent to the commissioners of loans in Georgia^ 
which certificates were stopped by William Parker, one of the iiom- 
missioners of tlie loan office of the state of South. Carolina, as being 
unsafe to go forward in the tlien situation of Georgia, invaded by thi 
enemy, and were returned by him, and received, cancelled, and passed 
to the credit of the late Treasurer Hillegas, as appears by blotter 
Jio. 1 5, page 8420. ^ 

In 1780 and 1781, certain other loan office certificates, S567,500 
amount, were transmitted by Francis Hopkinson, Esq. treasurer of 
loans, to the commissioners of loans in Georgia, and are charged to 
the said commissioners, in ledger A, folio 289. 

Treasurt Department, 

Register's Office, 16th March, 1818. 

' Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Begi$tgr. 

Hon* Wm. H. Crawford, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Tour ExceDency supposes it impossible that tbe assertioii, that Mr. 
Onis did not exceed his secret instructions, can be made good* If 
the production of a copy of those instructions were necessary to sh6w 
the correctness of such an assertion, certainly it could not be shewn; 
but there is a species of moral demonstration of the terras of secret in- 
structions, which is sufficiently strong to satisfy the judgments of men, 
without the necessity of calling in question the integrity of negocia- 
tors, or the purity of governments. Abundant materials for the de- 
monstration of this assertion exist, and will be used whenever it shall 
be necessary. To the number of lliese your Excellency has furnished 
an additional one, of conclusive force, by resting your observation, 
not upon the facUihat the secret instructions were tnolated, but, upon 
the impossibility of prodvcing proof that they 'were not. 

Your Excellency errs in supposing me acquainted with the recla- 
mations made by His Majesty^s Charge de Affaires in America, or 
with the incursions into the territory of Texas; incursions, neither 
protected nor tolerated by my government; and if they have been 
made, were secretly prepared and executed, before it was practicable 
for it to interfere. As they could Imve no possible connection with 
the question of ratification, they have not been communicated to me 
hy the government of the United States. Neithei* of thede, however, 
can justify the delay that has taken place, since the power of His Ma- 
jesty to require, and the inclination and ability of the United States 
to make, reparation for any injuries done.tq Spain, would not have 
been affectea by the ratification of the ti*eaty. It may not, however,^ 
be useless to suggest to His Majesty's government, that the failure to 
jnatify by Spain has' deprived her of the right to expect reparation 
for any incursion into Texas as a large portion of what is termed the 
Province of Texas is within the limit claimed by the United States; 
a claim yet existing, since the convention of the 22d February is not 
ratified by Spain, whose best title to the said territory was contained 
in that instrument. 

Your Excellency is not happy in supposing there is any justifica- 
tion for the delay to ratify, and the determination to ask explanations, 
in the example of my government in relation to the 81ii article of the 
treaty. The United States have not asked, nor do they ask, any 
explanation of the article in question. They understand it to impose 
a certain obligation entered into according to tlie intention of the 
parties. They were informed that their intention was not fairly or 
fiiUy expressed, and as justice and good faith required, they gave 
notice to the Spanish government of theii* resolution to execute the 
article according to its spirit and intention* The address to Mr. 
Onis was to procure in the simplest form the evidence to' shew what 
that intention was. Your Excellency will pardon me for saying 
that I am shocked at the assertion, now made, that the declaration 
' intended to be presented at the exchange of ratifications annuls the 
'said article, as it obliges me to conclude that the grants to the Duke 
of Alagon, the Count Puhon Rostro, and Mr. Vargas, are, in the 
opinions of this government, of a date prior to the 24th January* 
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lands not before ceded in East Florida, whidi are sitaated between 
the Rio Perdido, to the West of the Gulph of Mexico, amLflie^riv^rs 
Amasnca and St. John, from Popa to its m'outh, ^nd the South^ 
boundary line of the United States and the Gulph of Mexico, witk^*all 
the uninhabited islands near the coast 

About the close of 1817 or beginning of 1818, Mr. Yargaspetition-^ 
ed for lands in J'lorida. On the 25th January, 1818, a royal order 
allowed his petition, and the cedula is of the date of the 9th April, 
1818. • 

The donation to Mr. Yargas was — IsL All uncultivated and not 
before ceded lands, between the bay of Mobile, the river Rio Perdido, 
the boundary line of the United States, and the Gulph of Mexico. 

2d. All the lands lying South of Alagon's grant, from the mouth 
of Hijuelos, on the Gulph of Mexico and the mouth of St. Lucia, on 
the Gulph of Florida, to Tancha Point or Cape Florida, with all the 
islands, &C 

3d. All lands in West Florida to which Spain was entitled, and 
all lands in dispute with the United States. 

While these extraordinary and enormous donations were making 
in Spain, Florida had been offered to the United States, and the terms 
of cession were in the course of adjustment. After great labor and 
idelay the negociation terminated by the Convention of 1819. To 
provide an indemnity for the claims of American citizens upon Spain, 
some of which were acknowledged in 1804 to be just, although the 
treaty, providing for their adjustment and payment, made in that year, 
had been but just ratified by Spain, was one of the causes of the ces- 
sion of Florida, in full property to the United States, who engaged to 
pay their own citizens out of the vacant lands in that territory, but 
it was previously necessary to ascertain thattlie fund provided was 
sufficient for that purpose. Mr. Onis insisted, in his note, of the 24th 
October, 1818, that all grants made prior to that date should be held 
valid. The answer of the Secretary of State, of the 31st October, is, 
that the United States cannot renounce their claims upon Spain and 
those of their citizens, and at the same time recognize all grants as 
valid; he says to Mr. Onis, <* notice had been given by the minister 
6f the United States in Spain, to your government, that all the grants 
of land, lately alleged to have been made by your government with* 
in those territories, must be cancelled, unless your governmeht should 

Sirovide some other adequate fund, from which the claims above re- 
erred to of the United States and their citizens may be satisfied." 

On the 16th of November, Mr. Onis propose that tht laie*grafUSf 
made since the date of this note offering a cession, should be declared 
null and void, in consideration of the grantees not having^complied 
with the essential conditions of the cession, as had been the fact*-^ 
The late grants, as was explicitly understood by both the negotiators, 
and can only be so understood, referred to the large grants of land 
to Alagon, Punon Rostro, and Yar^, respecting wluch notice had 
been given by Mr. Erving to Mr. rizarro. To remove all possible 
doubty Mr. Onis states to have been the inducement to the graptSj 
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intention of both parties^ at the signature, that the 8th aHide shouU 
bear, in relation to the grants in question, and the only oae fk 
United States would ever admit. In a correspondence of Marcjb^ 1819^ 
between Mr. Adams and Mr. Onis, the Spanish Minister uneguiyb- 
cally admits that such had been his understanding of the article wbeo 
he signed it — a fact fuUj confirmed by. tlie declaration of Mr. Hyde 
de Neuville. 

Siich, sir, is the history of these gi*ant8, and the negotiation in re- 
lation to them. Jt would not be difficult to prove that tjie declaration 
of the American government, a copy of which I had the honor to 
transmit to your Excellency, as it is in strict conformity with the 
intention of the parties, is also in unison with tlie very letter of the 
compact. Without entering into a minute discussion of the differ- 
ence in the force and obligation of the royal order, made prior,, and 
the royal cedula, made s(ibse(|uent, to the 24th Januai*y, 1818, i may 
venture to asseii: that no title was vested in the sevcraJ grantees until 
the royal cedula given in the council of Indies. Even if I should 
err in this position, of the solidity of which I have the most perfect 
conviction, these grants would not be valid under the treaty, as the 
conditions of them have not been complied witli — nor could the 
grantees claim the benefit of the stipulation to give time to the old 
claimants to perfect their titles, since they could not pretend thkt 
they were prevented from fulfilling the essential conditions of their 
donations by the recent circuipstances of the Spanish monarchy, or, 
by the late revolutions in Europe. The declaration presented Ij 
me to your Excellency^ might have been safely withheld, had not the 
government of the United States determined not to be embarrassed 
by any pretended claims, under these grants, either on the part oi 
Spain, her subjects, or the pei*sons holding under them. The course, 
pursued has been justifiable as it relates to Spain, proper as re- 
gards the character of the American government, and necessary to the 
honest discharge of the obligation of the convention, by which" it 
bound itself to pay to its own citizens, out of the fund of the Florida 
lands, their claims upon Spain, to the amount of five millions of 
dollars. 

Having thus vindicated the character of the United States, by 
shewing that they have made no attempt to alter, in any degree, tk. 
obligations of the convention, it remains for me to establish the po- 
sition laid down in regard to Spain. With infinite reluctance 1^ ap- 
pi*oach the execution of this painful, but not difficult task. The 
convictions of its truth arise so forcibly out of the circumstances oi^ 
this transaction, as already detailed, that a bare reference ^ 
particular portions of them will be sufficient for my purpose. \ 
most call your Excellency's attention to the period at whidi 
these donations were made; the departure (h)ni the ordinary re- 
gulations of the Spanish government, in the quantity of land 
given away to the grantees; the reasons assigned for making th^ 
donations; to the conduct of the Spanish minister in the tJ|ute4 
States, in arranging the 8th article of the convention, and ip ^p 
malignsait influence these donations s^m to have had in pre- 



i 



Cso] 



24 






it; biitfu it4^both wonderftil and lamentable, thaigoverpYnentSsliooU 
bexleluded to adopt such hollow pretence^, and assign, them as the 
motives of their conduct. In the present case, how are these reasons 
of state reconcileable with the pi-oposed cession of the territory? Ei- 
ther Spain offered a cession, intending nerer to make it^ or th^d yftn 
not the real inducements to these donations. 

A territory which harf been almost abandoned for years by the go- 
vernment of Spain, alternately used by the British troops, the In- 
dians; and the blacks, for the annoyance of the United States, which 
had been left to be preyed upon by every adventurer w^ho could com- 
mand a pilot boat and a musket, becomes, at the moment it is to be 
ceded away, an object of parental solicitude; a solicitude discovered bj 
giving monopolies of its lands to three persons, who afiected the in- 
tention to cultivate and improve them; an intentioin, established bj 
the notorious fact, of these lands having been frequently offered for 
sale by 'the claimants in Spain and in the United States. It is some- 
wliat singular that the Spanish minister in the United States, wbO| ] 
in the whole of the negociation, professed the most perfect readiness 
to stipulate that they should be given up, should yet be ignorant of 
the dates of these donations, jand should have arranged an article in 
I'cspert to grants so as to leave room for a pretence that the larg« 
donations were valid. How happened' it that he was thus ignonnt, 
he upon whose knowledge of- these instruments the United States re- 
lied, and they could rely Upon nq other? How did it occur, that, in 
the short space of twelve days after the signature of the Treaty, the 
information was given to satisfy liim that he might have been mistak- 
en in the belief with regard to their dates ? I reject the supposition 
that all this was diplomatic finesse, intended to secure the large dona: 
tions to the claimants of them, but refer to this circumstance topro^e, 
still more clearly, how injuriously Spain has acted to the* United 
States in this business. The allegation, that the American govern- 
ment ought pot to have relied upon information derived from the 
minister with whom they were negotiating, will never be urged kj 
Spain. Tlie American governraei^t could not procure authentic in- 
formation fi*om any other source, and, if a mistake had been made, 
from a reliance upon, that which was procured, a just and honoraUe 
goixrnment would disdain to take any other advantaget>f it thai 
that of manifesting its good faith, by its clieerfulness and promptitode 
in correcting the error; fulfilling the intention, instead of the letter, 
of its engagement. In fine, sir, the injustice of this transaction has 
been perfected by the influence these donations appear to have had in 
preventing the ratification of the Convention of sad F^ruary, 1819; 
a Convention which settled important interests; secured the pacific 
and harmonious relations between the United States and Spain; pro- 
vide<l indemnities for injuries Spain acknowledged Americancidzens 
had suffered from her; removed all causes of future dispute and diffi- 
culty; and laid deep and broad the foundation of a permanent good 
understanding between the two powers. Such, sir, has been the con- 
duct of Spain. She offered a cession, and endeavored to render it 
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It is now said Vivas will go by the way of England. The expedi 
tion of Cadie is again the subjer^ of interest witti Spain. It is con- 
templated to send it out in February^ and fhe force is to be 1 5^000 
men.*' 



Mr. Forsyth to the Secretary of State* 

Madtiid 9 ^oveniber Strth, 1S19. 

[EXTRACt.] 

" Late in the evening of the 1 6th of tlie present month, after my Jet- 
ter to you of that date had been sent to the post office, I was very much 
surprised to receive from the Duke of San Fei*nando the remonstrance 
addressed him on the 18th of October last. The causes assigned t^ 
this step you will find in the copy of the Duke's note, of the I2;th No^ 
vember, marked No. 1; after maturje deliberation, it appeared to m« 
tliat the only course which I could pursue, was to insist upon the re- 
ception of the remonstrance, and, if that was refused, to leave Madrid; 
believing that, in doing this, I should only anticipate the wishes of the 
President. It is po3SLble that this determination will gratify the 
wishes of this government, whose good will has been lost to mc ever 
since the delivery of my official note, of the 21st of June, to Mr. Sal- 
mon. The truth of this supposition will be a,scertained by the cffecl 
of my note of tlie 20tli; a copy of which, marked No. 2, is enclosed. 
If they wish me to remain, they will either receive the remonstrance 
or give me such assurances with respect to the grants as will justify 
me in withholding it altogether. I shall give you the earliest possible 
infotnnation of what is done. At all events, I shall not quit Madrid 
until the first of January, and will, if I am obliged to leave it, remain 
in France until the beginning of March, with the hope of hearing be-^ 
fore that period what direction Congress will give to our affi^irs with 
Spain. General Vivas was in Madrid at the date of my last letter* 
I did not hear of his arrival until the 17th, although he arrived on the 
15th. I have been told that his ap])ointment has been made known 
to him officially, and that he lias, with gi'eat reluctance, accented it 
From the government of Spain I know notliing about him, either 
formally or informally." 



The Duke of San Fernando and ^uiroga to Mr. Forsyth* 

[xttAirSLATION.] 

To the Minister Plenipotentiary 

Of the United Staites of America : 

Sir : I have perused, with due attention, your note of the 18fli tflt., 
and although I wished, on reflecting on the friendly sentiments eiitet- 
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was prepared and sent by the instructions of the OoTemment of fb^ 
United States. It must be obvious to your Excellency, that if repre- 
sentations to his Catholic Majesty, which I am directed to make, are 
not received, my further residence near his Majesty's court, would 
be worse than useless to my country. I should have preferred that 
your Excellency should either have pointed out precisely what you 
deemed inadmissible^ and requested an alteration, or have desired me 
to recal the remonsti*ance, for the purpose, if possible, of putting it in 
terms more acceptable. I need not, after our convei'sation of the 3d 
ultimo, assure your excellency that I should have done every thing 
consistent with the obligations of duty to meet your wishes. No 
doubt it occurred to the enlightened understanding of your Excellen- 
cy that, fi*om the nature of the subject, but few sacrifices could be 
made to diplomatic courtesy. 

I regret that the censure bestowed upon the remonstrance had not 
been made with more precision. As your Excellency has remarked upon 
it in very general tenns, I am compelled to follow the example. Th« 
objections are, that the remonstrance does not contain the friendly 
sentiments which ought to animate the United States towanls Spain, 
as such sentiments atiimate his Catholic Majesty towards the United 
States — that it contains ideas which are not* and cannot be, analogous 
to tlie principles which ought to govern the United States; and terms 
disused and foreign to the delicacy and attention always so muth 
observed, and so peculiar to diplomatic communications— -that you 
cannot place it before his Majesty, because it attacks the honor of 
the Ring, without serving as any illustration of tlie matter discussed 
in it, which his Majesty will know how to ask and give directly to 
the Federal Government. Objections, in terms so general, might 
with safety be made to ^ny embarrassing official document oh an 
important subject of dispute^ Upon which of these does your Excellen- 
cy I'ely, to justify the return of the remonsti*ance? To secure the i-ecep- 
tion of an official note, is it necessary that the sentiments of it shdiild 
be friendly? That the ideas it contains, should, in the opinion of the 
organ of the government to whom it is addressed, be analogous to 
the principles which ought to govern the power from whom it is senti 
That the terms of it should be well chosen, courteous and delicate, 
according to the usages of diplomacy^ or even tliat it should not attack 
the character of the government? Tour Excellency's candor, enlight- 
ened by the history of the intercourse of nations, must admit that few 
diplomatic not^ would be received, if these were pre-requisit^ The 
sentiments, ideas, and terms, of diplomatic, like all other correspon- 
dence, change according to the situation and determination of the 
parties, ancTtbe nature of the subject of it The correspondence is 
courtly and delicate, while the parties can rely upon the good dispo- 
sitions of each other. Sometimes, indeed, the language of courteisy 
is continued to conceal intentions of deadly hostility; to blind an ad- 
versary to preparations which are making for his destruction. This 
df^/ioiiorabJe artifice has become, by frequent use, too well known to 
ll^ceivem But in every controverBy w\ac\k V^Tiio»aAe& Sxi ^ ^motts 
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ding, a period arrives when delicacy and attention give 
to plainness and truth. All that can be required is, that the 
of the government shall not be treated with personal disrespect 
naiiy instances, the subject matter is of a character so peculiar, 
" it cannot be touched, without calling in question the honor of the 
ent whose conduct is examined. In reclamations made for 
violation of treaties, for outrages upon the rights of humanity, 
fraudulent designs, so soon as the government refuses to give the 
tion required, the charge of bad faith, of inhumanity or fraud, 
fixed upon it, if not by dii*ect assertion, by necessary implication. 
£vay remonstrance Supposes some wrong committed, and of ne-* 
ity questions the conduct of the government, which has given oc^ 
fMontoit. There is this difference between remonstrances made 
kfore^ and aft^ th^ government itself declares its approbation of 
Ihe act complained of. The first are made with a professed belief 
&at dbe act will be disavowed, and reparation will be made-— the 
^ hat qaitnot contain such a courteous admission. Strange, indeed, 
vmid it b€» if nations should suffer injury, from frau^, injustice, or 
9 and should be restrained from the expression of their senti- 
by the danger of sinning against the high character and dig- 
nity af the offending power. I claim the right, as the representative 
afiBj. country, of placing any remonstrance I may deem necessary to 
tfaeuHterest and honor of the United States, before the King, your 
ExceOency's royal master, that is not couched in terms persfmaUy 
Strapectful to tlie Sovereign of Spain. And even were I capable of 
t&rgjiiting the obligations of personal respect to the King himself, 
I siMMild question your Excellency's right to refuse to receive the re^ 
preaoitations I should make. If your Excellency proposes to be govern- 
ed by the usages of European diplomacy, the usual course in such case 
i^Mdd be^ either to direct the Minister, who forgets the respect due 
l» the person of the Sovereign, near whom he resides, to withdraw, 
ar to request his recal from the government he repi*esents. 

Buty to come to a more particular examination of the several causes 
of Gomplaint, against the note of the 18th October, 181 9i it does not 
contain the friendly sentiments which should animate the United 
Stales to Spain. Allow me to refer your Excellency to all the offi- 
cial correspondence of the United States with foreign nations; you 
*«ill find that we do not deal in professions, we know they are worth* 
and, therefore, leave all nations, with whom we have inter- 
to judge of our disposition by our conduct. What meaning 
Excellency proposes to convey, When you state that my note 
aoatains ideas which are not, and cannot be, analogous to the princi- 
iiles which ought to govern the United States, I do not comprehend. 
Wb^her your Excellency refers to the principles of morality, of na- 
tkioal law, or of municipal policy, I trust and believe there is nothing 
IB it which is not consistent with the purest morality, and justified 
¥j tiie soundest maxims of national law. If your Excellency refers 
to the principles of municipal policy, I must be allowed to say, tliat 
your Excellency's judgment has deceived you upon a subject, on 
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which it was not competent for you to decide* Your Bxcelleucy mif\ 
hope^ that the principles that are not coifsonant with those ent^ 
taiued hei^e, do not govern the United States^ but when your Ex<^ 
lency proceeds to say what should, or should not, govern mj* 
country* your Excellency volunteers an opinion, on a subject up^ , 
on which we do not admit of foreign interference. We knowy fdL-i 
well, th^t our principles, not of morality, or of national law, for on^i 
tliesc points it is to be hoped there is but little difference of oj^inion *' 
in all quartei*s of the world, but of government, could scarcely be 
approved by a politician of Spain. With all ray respect for your 
Excellency, and knowledge of your excellent clkai*acter, I cannot su^ 
pose you sufliciently well acquainted with the principles of free go- 
vernment, to decide cori*cctly upon this subject, since it is a species of 
knowledge not f.ishionable in Spain, or particularly calculated to ren* 
der the possessor of it useful in the high departments of liis Majesty's 
government. 

But the terms of my note are unusual, and not Consistent with delica^ 
cy, &c. Let me entiH»at your excellency to re-examine the offendiiig 
paper. I venture to say that there arc no unusual terms in it, or terms 
inconsistent with the most scrupulous ^delicacy. It is true, thfit tiie 
subject is one of the most unpleasant nature. The facts, and the rea- 
soning upon them, go to fix a serious charge upon the govemment of 
Spain. If tiic facts are undisputed, and no unfair conclusions are 
drawn from them, your excellency must be satisfied that the fault lies 
not upon its author, or upon those by whose command it was prepar- 
ed, but upon those who made it necessary — upon those, whose mis- 
conduct, or evil counsel, has made it necessary for a foreign govern- 
ment to make sucli i^epresentations to the King. That it is necessary for 
the United States to remonstrate on this subject, I will not attempt to 
demonstrate. That questiou has been decided by them, and yoiu" 
fxccl lency aiipeai^s to be satisfied of its prnpriety, when you suggest 
that the king will know how to ask and give an illustration of this 
matter, dii-cctly to the federal government. The federal government, 
liowcver, prc^fers to have this illustration indirectly tlirough its minis- 
ter at the court of Spain; tlie more especially, as it appears there is 
hut little pi*ospcct of its being speedily afierded in the direct mode. 
I think more than a month has elapsed since your Excellency spoke 
of the intention of sending a Minister to the United States, not then ap- 
pointed. I have yet to learn from your Excellency, if that appointment 
has been made. To this i*epresentation I will add, that if my official 
note of the 1 8th October contains any thing personaUy (pensive to 
his Majesty, it was not inserted with such a design. I desire to 
treat the Sovereign of Spain with every possible respect and deco- 
l*um. The intentions of tlie head of this govemment, I always sup- 
pose to be fori'ect; tlie King may be deceived by false representa- 
tions, misled by evil counsel, while hu own intentions are pure and 
honorable. This the decorum of diplomacy always takes. for grant- 
ed; and if I have violated this rule, as soon as I am made sensible of 
iV, / will hasten to correct the ewow X^uv E»xjwi,Uftwcy thinks that 
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:ht to have remained satisfied with the conversation of the Sd ot 
bcr, on the suhject of the difference between our two govern- 
8. I appeal confidently to your Excellency duly to estimate the 
5 of the assurances received from you. They dfd not differ fi-om 
5 previously received from your Excellency's pi-edccessor in of- 

They were indeed given more sparingly, and with greater 
on. With every portion of your Excellency's deportment, 1 had 
)n to be satisfied; but, on the important matter of our intci*view9 
I but too much cause to apprehend, what subsequently occurred, 
iv refasal on the part of his Majesty's government to do what we 
L justice and honor requited. If reliance is to be plac6d on the 
mation given by the public journals, and your Excellency has 
m1 them as authority, even since that interview, ah instructing 
ncntary has been furnished upon the designs of Spain. On the 1 8th 
ily last, in consequence of -orders for preparation, which must 

issued simultaneously with Mr. Salmon's note to me of the 19th 
, a portion of the force collected at Cadiz was hurried off under 
ral Cagigal. The conjecture entertained, was, that it was in- 
^d to strengthen the royal forces in some portion of tlie dominions 
^n, in revolt against the authority of the King. It appears by 
Lt notices that a moiety of this expedition has been sent to Flo- 
This fact, in addition to the numerous circumstances ali*eady 
ghtyto the view of this government in my previous correspon- 
e, will certainly be considered sufficiently marked, to excuse, if 
lo justify, a little incredulity. 

i the business of the remonstrance is likely to produce very un- 
!)ant consequences, I propose, out of a prudent but possibly use- 
caution, to direct the note of the 18th to be carefully translated 
1^ person attached to this legation. It will then be sent to your 
ellency for re-examinatioiT, unless I should previously receive 
^ formal assurances on the subject of the grants Which have oc- 
)ned it, which will justify me in withholding it altogether — an 
rrencc which would afford me the liveliest sensations of pleasure. 
, on the re-examination of this document, your Excellency's de- 
ination should remain the same, you will do your duty, and I 

do mine. 

ay God prescr\ e your Excellency many years. I renew the as- 
nces of my most distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 



act of a letter from Mr. Everettf Charge de affaires of the Uniled 
. States at the Hague^ to the Secretary of State, dated 

■ 
HAGiTRf December 23^ 1S19. 

The Ring of Spain has appointed the Marechal de Camp Vivas 
Msor to Mr. Onis, and he ia now in Paris on his way to hia dcs- 
ion.'^ 
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at our interview, which took place the ensuing night. I was led to 
believe that the government, might be induced to agree to the propo- 
sal I was directed to make, but was apprehensive that the manner of 
presenting it would form an unsurmountable obstacle* With this 
view, I prepared the Spanish note sent with my despatch of to-day,, 
intending to say to the Duke of San Fernando, if the proposal was 
accepted, that, that might be considered the official note, and the- 
other would be recelvied again from his hands. Finding no Just 
grounds in his conversation to believe the proposal would be acceded 
to, 1 determined to present it, as I did, as an unofficial paper for the 
convenience of the Minister of State. The subsequent observation 
that my note would be returned, if not respectfully written, satisfied 
me that this determination was more than judicious. This sugges- 
tion was made with as much delicacy as it could be made, and seemed 
to arise from the appi*ehension, that their dignity would compel them 
to a step it was very obvious they would have taken with great re- 
luctance. Indeed, when the Duke informed me, that the coui*tesy of 
nations did not permit one power to prescribe to another the time 
within which a thing required must be granted or refus^, 1 began to 
imagine that, according to their ideas of respectfVil treatment, Die 
return of the note was certain. Had it been returned}, I should have 
had the honor of making this communication to you in person. The 
present Secretary of State is sincerely disposed to preserve good 
terms with us. The influence of the Grantees is still pi'edominant, 
and will, I apprehend, continue until something stronger than words 
is used to bring our disputes to an end. Onis has been in Madrid 
since the last of August, a private man. It is understood that the 
king docs not impute blame to him. Yet he has never been consulted 
in j^ny of the several councils that have been called on the subject* 
The pi*eseat minister has had some informal conversations with bim, 
but he has given neither explanation nor advice to tlie government^ 
because he has not been asked for either. 

It will surprise you to be informed, that there are persons about 
this court who want a war with the United States. There are very 
many individuals who have licensees to fit out privateers; these are 
looking with eagerness to the chance of enriching themselves at our 
expense. As to the effect upon their country, that is another affair, 
about which they are indifferent. The maxim is almost untv^al 
here: If I am enriched, it is of no consequence how much the 
try is distressedt" 



BxtractB of a letter from Mr. Forsyth to the Secretary of State, dated 

Madrid, Oct. 28, 1819. 

^^ By the return of the Hornet, which sailed from Malaga on the 
£Oth, you have been informed that I applied, on the 10th instant, t« 
the Spanish Qoyenmien^ for copied c^ the large grafits to AlagQiu 
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IN SBNATE OF THE UNnjSD STATES, 

Mabch 10, 1820. 



The Committee of Claims, to "whom was recommitted the Report 
heretofore made upon the petition of Samud F* Hooker, do now 
fbrther 

UEPORT: 

That they have examined and considered the documents exhibited 
l^fthepetitionery in support of his claim, since the former Report, 
md are not satisfied that tiie said Report ough^ in any respect, to be 
altered; wherefore, the Committee again submit a resolution-^ 

That ike prayer of the petitioner opght not to be granted* 
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that fhej were legMj, Mid adcording to fhe 'a^ustomed forms^ 
into possession of these lands by the commandant of the distric 
Arkansas, and tiia^ on the tract granted to William Winter, 1 
erected a dwelling house, and made considerable and extensive 
provements. It is likewise averred that these last named gran 
continued to occupy and (mltivate tiie lands thus settled until 
country was taken possession of by the United States* Since 
event tiie parties interested have recorded their title papers and 
cuments in the proper office, and have constantly asserted and * 
tinued their claim, which, however, was not allowed and confir 
by the board of commissioners. On what ground the r^ection 
founded, does not appear. It might have been that the claim, amo 
ing, according to the petitionei*'s construction of the grant, to 
million five hundred thousand arpents, was too large under the 
tute for their cognizance, or that, resecting the grant to one t 
sand five hundr^ square arpents, a quantity not excluded from t 
cognizance, they determined either that the grant was not gen 
in itself, or not valid according to the Spanish regulations, for 
allotment of lands, or void for want of the kind's assent, or tliat 
deemed it forfeited for breach of its conditions, and to have been 
sequently surrendered and cancelled* The committee have been 
nished with a copy of a petition presented to the House of Jlepre 
tatives, and now tliere pending, signed by William Russell, agern 
tiie representatives of Michael Boone, Louis P. Levy, and Joi 
Mason, solemnly protesting against any unconditioned confirms 
of the tract of land said to be granted to Elisha Winter; they obje 
the sufficiency of his title, and represent that, under the authoril 
the United States, and tlieir laws, six hundred and forty acre 
land included in Winter's grant, according to his pretensions 
construction thereof, has been granted and confirmed to the said 
chael Boon. Another six hundred and forty acres to the said L 
P. Levy, and other six hundred and forty acres to the said Joi 
Mason. 

From an examination of a communication from Gabriel Wii 
addressed, in the nature of a protest, to the present Commissiom 
the General Land Office, the committee have reason' to apprel 
that a considerable portion of these lands, lying between tiie ri 
St. Francis and Arkansas, have been surveyed by the governmei 
the United States for the purpose of satisfying military land i 
rants granted to soldiers who served during the late war. T 
proceedings greatly embarrass the settlement of this claim, sug 
considerations of public policy net to be disregarded, and pre 
formidable obstacles to a result at once just, equitable, and con^ 
ent. But the question of the most singular interest arising in 
case is, as to the quantity of the land intended to be granted, 
this depends on the just and proper interpretation of the Spa 
phrase of the original concession, <<•¥{/ arpanf« de Herra quadrad 
in literal English, a thousand arpents of lattd square. The cli 
$MtB contend that the wotil ** arpent,'' was always used in the ] 
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TIlis coarse would be less expensiTe and vexatious to the claimanl 
and the best safeguard of the land propert^r of the United States. ] 
cannot be denied that, by the pi*esent mode of considering these caso 
Congress are liable to be misled. It would be wonderful if theyjs^ei 
not sometimes surprised, sometimes importuned by the zeal, sJiilit 
and perseverance of claimants and agents, into erroneous decision 
when they can listen only to ex parte testimony and argument, whi 
the cases cannot be tried in an adversary way, and they are excludi 
fi*om all the benefits of cross examination and counter proof. 

In land cases of small amount, it has been habitual, and perfaa 
excusable, for the committees to lend a favorable ear to claiman' 
At the worst, it was the donation of a few acres of an unbounded i 
gion — an handful from a heap. 

But experience teaches that these decisions, in minor cases, are so 
cited as precedents, and made to include principles dangerously vag 
and indefinite, and are clamorously invoked in aid of subseque 
cases />f suspicious aspect, and enormous magnitude. 

None of these general remarks are intenued to be pressed again 
the particular case now under consideration. The petitioner is n 
a land speculator, whatever may be hisi property in the land ciaime 
he inherited it from his ancestor, and claims it under the guarantee oi 
treaty. Confident of the legality of his claim, he assents, by I 
agent, to such a judicial decision as is recommended by the comni 
tee, and, for the purpose of obviating obstructions, and disembarrai 
ing the question on the part of the United States, he assents to tl 
confirmation of all claims of any persoa at this time deriving tit 
from the United States. 

The committee are of opinion, that the course recommended w 
enable the government to avail itself of every mode of legal obje 
tion and defence. The United States will be supported in their ov 
impartial and enlightened courts by their own law officers; and, 
the decision should be against them, they would be bound, by alltl 
obligations of justice and moral duty, to submit to and respect it. 

The committee therefore report the accompanying bill, "To aufh* 
rize the legal representatives of Elisha Winter and William Wint( 
to institute a bill in equity^in the nature of a petition of right, again 
the United States.*' 
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put tbem on board the boat, the memorialist and constable were botii 
arrested upon a capias issued at the instance of David Putnam, and 
Caleb Emmerson, for a pretended assault and false imprisonmeDt 
upon one of the servants, and held to bail in the sum of five thousand 
dollars, and kept for some time under a strong guard of armed mili- 
tia, and the servants were all liberated^ and the memorialist and con- 
stable were continfued in custody for several days after the said Ca- 
leb Emmerson had discontinued the capias. The memorialistdis- 
pairing of being able to regain his servants, by reason of the mena- 
ces and opposition pi-esentdi by this Caleb Emmerson, and others, 
left Marietta. He returned in February, 1819, with letters of re- 
monstrance from the governor of Tennessee, and upon his applica- 
tion to Charles W. Bird, the District Judge of the United States for \^ 
the state of Ohio, obtained another warrant to apprehend hiss^'- 
vants, but was again so menaced, and so perplexed by arrests, under 
civil process and state warrants, under colorable pretences, that he 
only obtained six of his servants of twenty-two; with these six he 
set out, and at Cincinnati, about the Slst of March last, a number of 
persons came on board his boat, and by violence released them, and 
<jommitted other depredations upon the property of the memorialist^ 
none of which had he been able to regain, to his very great damage. 

The memorialist concludes by stating that he has a right of acuon 
at law for the^e injuries, against sundry of the citizens of Marietta 
and Cincinnati; but, from the great excitement and general temper of 
the people of the state of Ohio, manifested towards him while pursu^ 
ing his servants^ and from the great influence 'of the offenders, he 
conceives he could not expect an impariial trial by a jury of tiiat 
state; and prays that Congress may pass a particular, or a general 
law, to authorize the judges of the United States, upon a proper ap- 
plication, to change the venue. 

The committee cannot but perceive, that the memorialist has sus^ 
tained considerable losses, and undergone great indignities, from the 
illegal and violent interference of Mr. Caleb Emmerson, and others, 
with the property of the memorialist, as well as much wanton cruelty 
practised upon his person, by arrests under orders for bail, ^nd pro- 
secutions under state warrants, without any ground, or even a colora- 
ble pretext, but merely used the sacred arm of the law as a shield to 
their wickedness and violence. Nor does the committee undertake to 
decide that Congress have not the power, under the constitution, to 
pass a law to authorize the judges, upon proper application, to change 
the venue from one state to another, but they conceive tiiat cases will 
so rarely occur where an impartial trial cannot be had in the state 
where the cause of action accrues, that it is now inexpedient for Con* 
gross to le^slate on the subject. The committee therefore recom* 
mend the following resolution. 

Btsdvedf That the prayer of the memorialist be not granted, and 
that he have leave to withdraw his memorial. 
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



VJUMSMmrsQ, 



(b compfiance with a reaolution of the Senate^ of the 16th of February, hat,) 



Abftracta of the bonds, or other securities, given under the laws of the United States, 
by the Collectors of the Customs, Receivers of Public Moneys for Lands, and Regis- 
ters of Public LAnds; Paymasters in the Army, and Pursers in the Navy, who are how 
IB office, or whp have heretofore been in office, and whose accounts remain unset- 
tled; together with a statement of such other facta as may tend to show the expedi- 
ency, or inexpediency, of so far altering the laws respecting such officers, that they 
Biy hereafter be appointed for limited periods^ subject to removal aa heretofore. 



March £1, 1820. 

Printed by order of the Senate of the United Slates. 



inrABHiiiQTOir : 

rniaTm bt •alxs ^ »»atow, 

leap. 



I 






} 



' V 



i 



\ 



[89 J 6 

A regulation of this kind may be applied with the prospect of ntilitjr 
to every class of officers employed in the collection or disbnrseipeBt 
of the public money, without reference to the principle of periodical 
app(»ntment* 

I remain, with respect, ^ 

Tour most obedient servant, 

WM, H. CRAWFORD. 

Jambs Monroe, c 

Presideni of the United States* 
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I deem it proper to add, that^ accorditij^ to a general mfe 
Treasury 9 predicated on the Slst section of tiie collection law. 
2d March) 1799, the collectors of the customs have been a 
three months after the accounts of a particular quarter wek*e < 
render the accounts for such quarter; which rule, however, h\ 
considered more particularly applicable to the larger than the fi 
districts* 

As, acccording to that rule, the accounts of those officers, : 
quarter ending the 31st December last, could not, at the date 
l«solution of the Senate, be expected to have been generally rei 
it was concluded to confine the abstracts of the bonds of those < 
to such of them, in qffwt^ who had not rendered their accounts i 
dement to the dOth September preceding. 

The same course has been pursued with respect to the re 
of public moneys for lands, and the list of paymasters in the 
rendered by the Secohd Auditor of the Treasury. 

J have the honor to be, 
Witii great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

JOS. AND£RS< 

The Hon. Wm. H. Cbawfobd, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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General Land Office^ 

Sd March, 1820. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of yooF letter of 23d ulti- 
mo, and to reply that all the BegistenothsLnd Offices have furnish^ 
their accounts up to the SOth of September last, and I enclose a list, 
shewing how far the accounts of receivers of public moneys have been 
settled in this office. 

I am, very respectfully. Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 

JOSIAH MEIGS. 

Joseph Akdersobt, Esq. 

First Comptroller of the Th^easury. 
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IX 



sobseqMDfly to tkte 34 Mardi» 1809, wksa lioiids were tm tnfm- 
ed of those ofBcers, have i^ven bonds respectiTely for tbt anosit rf 
ten Ihoosand dollars* 

I am, witii great respect. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

SMITH THOMPSON. 
JosBFH Aubsksok, Esq. 
fint €knl^rMer of As iVwstiry. 
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DOCUMENTS 



ACcoxFivmro 



^ M^ W M W A 



AMEND3IENT 



TO TBS 



MUJTABT APPBOPRIATION BILL, 



LAID BEFORE THE SENATE 



>TTn 



CHJUBMjUr OF THE COMMTTTBE OJV* FIJfdJfCB. 



March 22, 1820. 

Printed by order of the Senile of the United SUtes. 
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Depabtmekt of War^ 

20th Marchf 1820. . 

Sib: I understand that, in the military appropriation biil, the 
»!i of clothing is fiiled with S 300,000 only. I deem it my duty to 
Eite, that, if a greater sum is not appropriated, the public service 
t&st suflfer very serious inconvenience, at least in the year 1821. 
In the years 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819, there were appropriated for 
>thing of the army 8350,000, 670,881, 2618,150, 8400,000, re- 
actively. The re3ult was, an accumulation of the articles of 
>thing, except in 1816 and 1819. Under a belief that the supply 
k^t not to be further accumulated, and that the sum of 8400,000 
>ijld be sufficient, or nearly so, to keep up the stock on hand, that 
m was appropriated for 1819. When the estimates of this year 
^re made, it was ascertained that the stock of clothing was con- 
lerably diminished in the coui*se of the year, and the sum of 
130,000 was a^ked for this year, under the belief, that a greater 
IQ %an that of the last year was required; and that it was the 
1st sum, which would meet the exigence of the service. In the 
timate for this sum, it was presumed that the aggregate of our 
litary strength would average for tiie year about 10,000 men. 
hfiust be obvious, that there ought to be, at least, six mouths of 
pply of clothing always on hand. The issue is made semi-annually, 
the month of April for Summer, and November for Winter; and it 
1st be apparent, that the April issue cannot^be provided in time,' 
^r the passage of the appropriation bill. In fact, the supply on hand 
Sht to exceed six monuis issue for the whole army; as the means 
transportation to the posts occupied by the three regiments sta- 
ged on the North Western frontier, cannot be relied on more than 
ce a year. But it is believed, that should the sum of 8 300,000 
\t be appropriated, that the stock on hand would be nearly or 
ite exhausted at the close of the year; and that great inconvenience 
^uld result to the service in the ensuing year. I would therefore 
ipectfully suggest the propriety of so amending the bill, as to 
propriate the sum of 8430,000. It may be proper to state, that 
^H this sum is much below the estimate of the commissary of pur- 
ees. His estimate amounts to 8 550,017 49. 
t also understand, that the appropriation for the quarter master's 
^artment is filled in the bill with 8450,000, instead of 8 500,000, 
Reported to the House of Representatives by the committee of ways 
1 means; tlr; reduction of 8 50,000 being made, as is stated, on 
^ ground, that it would be inexpedient to establish any post on 
' Missouri above the Council Bluffs. The expense of transporta* 
1^ to the Council Bluffs is estimated at less than half of that to the 
^dane villages; and as the supplies of both of the regiments sta^ 
^d on the Mtsaouti would have to be transported to the former 
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Adjt. and Iksfbctob Geh's Office, 

6th December, 1819. 

Sir : Conformably to your order, I have fhe honor to dttbmit the 
llowing estimate of funds for the recruiting service, for the year 

or 5,000 recniits; bounties 2 12 to each recruit, - S 60,000 

or ditto, premium 22 to do. - 10,000 

uarters, fuel, bunks, straw, citizen surgeons for exami- 
ning recruits, and attending the sick, fees of magis- 
trates for qualifying recruits, stationery, &c. inclu- 
ding all expenditures for recruits, until organized for 
joining regiments, or corps, 222 78} per man, 113,925 

2183,925 



I get these contingencies of the recruiting service by apportioning 
le whole expenditures of the last year for that service, as estimated 
Y the 2d Auditor, and the Quartermaster General, among the re- 
ruits made in that year; and I estimate for 5,o6o men, on the fol- 
^wing data, viz: That the army aggregate, at the close of the pre- 
snt year, will be, 9,000; that, to complete the full organization, 
r^ttld require 3,300 recruits; to which I add, to supply the places d 
liose whose term of service will expire in the next year, 300, (no 
nlistments were made in 1815, after the 10th of February,) and to 
leet the casualties of service, by death, disability, and desertion, 
/too. The desertions in the present year would warrant a inuch 
;reater estimate on that account; but I shall have the honor to lay 
lefore you a particular report on that subject, and hojpe that mea- 
iires may be devised to render desertion less frequent. To this state- 
aent I will only add, that the process of the recruiting service has 
leretofore been such, that, with ordinary casualties, the ranks would 
le as nearly full at this time, as Ihe detached service of the army 
vould justify. Several of the regiments, in the first six months of 
his year, for which period only 1 havfs yet examined the returns in 
hat particular, lost more than one-tenth of their men by deser- 
ioD. 

I have the honor to be, £Kr, 

With perfect respect^ 

Tour obdt. servant, 

D. PARKER, 

MjL ^ Insp. OeneraL 

rhe Secbetibt of Wab. 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 






OVTBB 



MEMORIAL OF JAMES SMITH AND OTHERS. 



bbed to him bt a besolution of the senate^ of the 

16th febbitart^ 1819. 



March 22, 1820. 
Printed by order of the Senate of the United States. 
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nounced upon vessels lUid thdr cargoes in tiie predicaoMit of Ibse 
before mentioned, was asked by the agents of your memorialists, tf 
a favour, and refused. It follows, of course, that the interdict of Ike 
Berlin decree could not be applied by the French government to tks 
property; and if it could have been from any forced constructioii of 
that order, the invincible ignorance of it by your memorialists, ite 
their property left the United States, would have coiistitiited, witt 
every just government, a ground of exemption from its penaltia. 
Your memorialists, however^ submit that the seizure was, and wai 
known to be, by those w^ho made it, an act of lawless vioknce^ 
without pretence of justification; and intended, through tiie restraiil 
of American property, to produce an influence upon the Americaa 
government, and upon her relations to the two great belligcitaits. 

Tour memorialists further submit, that, after three years oC neso^ 
unremitted exertions by the consignees to save this nroperty, tk 
director-general of the customs at Paris, on the SSoUune, 1810^ 
ordered the sale of all these cargoes, and that their proceeds shoiH 
be lodged, provisionally, according to the language of his mandite^ 
in the (kdsse d*.imortissemeni; and on the 9th July following, tiiesde 
commenced, and was continued until the 15th of the samenwHith; 
when the result in nett proceeds was as follows: viz* 

The cargo of the Bordeaux Packet produced nett 

• Francs 920,38£ 
the Diamond, 1,005,090 

the Helena, 631,065 2S 

the North America, 1 ,003,300 4lj 



Making a total in francs of 3,559,836 9i\ 
and in Dollars 667,469 43. 

This sale was not, your memorialists beg leave to state^ the c» 
sequence of any judicial proceeding whatever; for at no time aSv 
the arrival of the said vessels, down to the present moment, has ' 
been a recourse by the officers of France to any tribunal of any 
for the pui*pose of establishing against the property or its owners^ 
charge of offence against the laws or ordinances of France, or the 
crees of the then emperor* The cargoes were never libelltd; thcc 
signees were never cited to answer; the sale never purported tolij 
the result of any judicial sentence or order; the property was 
from the possession of your'memorialists by mere force, and the|i^^ 
ceeds withheld from them by the continuance of the same force. 

Tour memorialists were induced to hope, that, upon the estabi 
ment of a new order of things in France, the justice t)f that go 
mcnt would have restored to them the proceeds of their- prop 
which had been provisionaUy lodged in the caisse d^Ofnorfhstmentf ^ . 
the interest from the time of its first detention; bat |hey ^e compt^j 
led to make known that the most sedulous exentiops^J^lhis eQectbt^ 
proved abortive, and that^ unless the government of tjto yftit^ St0 
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n sopportf by the weight of its name and antfaoiiiy, the claims of 
r memorialists^ there is no reason to expect that.they can be made 
^al. What France has granted to vie citizens of other states 
edress of wrongs, proceeding from the same source^ thoogfa &r 
flagrant in their character, yoor memorialists cannot believe will 
ntiiheld from citizens of the United States, if their government 
[1 think it proper to grant them its aid and protection; and a more 
lonable case for such aid and protection your memorialists be- 
B cannot be presented. 

ley therefore respectfully pray yonr honorable body to adopt 
I measures as shall have the effect of restoring to them the pro- 
y of which they were wrongfully dispossessed by the authority 
^Vance, and of obtaining compensation for the detention of it from 
{rear 1807. 

hiladdphia, lOthFebruary, 1819. 

IFnu Mynigomeryf 
Jos. Inskeep, 
RU McJilester, 
Andrew Felletf 
James Bead, 
Wm. Mwboldp 
Bawl. G. HaySf 
Sand. W. Jones, 



DaroidLtwiSf 
Anthontf BtarJdef 
Jbrad Tleasamds^ 
Jas. Smith 
Edward Smith, 
Chas. Pleasants, 
Wm. D.Hodge. 
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le Secretary of State, to v^hom, on the 16th of Febmary, I8I99 by 
A resolution of the Senate, the memorial of James Smith and others, 
»ras referred, to consider and report thereon, has the honor of sub- 
aiitting the following 

CPORT: 

Hie claims of the memorialists belong to a class which, among 
.ny others, has been repeatedly and very earnestly pressed upon the 
ention of the government of France. Copies are herewith submit- 
w to the Senate, of the correspondence between the minister of the 
lited States at Paris, and the minister of Foreign Relations, upon 
9 subject, before and since the reference of the memorial to this 
apartment. From the grounds of resistance to the claims most re- 
atly assumed on the part of the French government, it would ap- 
ar that any relief which the memorialists may be entitled to expect, 
□ result only from measures within the exclusive competency of the 
^lative authority. 



JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 



BPABTMENT OF StATB, 

WashingUm, ZOth March, 1820. 
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ixtrads of a letter from Mr. OaUatitif. dated Paris, 20th January, 1 8 1 7» 

to Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State. 

^* Having received no answer, from the Duke de Richelieu, to m; 
3tter of the 9th November last, I addressed to him, on the f26th De- 
ember, a short note, of which, and of his answer dated the 16th in- 
tant, copies are enclosed." 

'^In the interview which accordingly took place to-day, the Duke, 
i>r the first time, declared that he did not consider us as being, of 
ight, entitled to an indemnity from the present French government, 
>n account of spoliatibus committed, by that of Bonaparte, on our 
ommerce. In support of his position that the existing government 
ihs not responsible for the acts of injustice done by the former, he al* 
aged, 1st — ^The example of Naples in rejecting our application to the 
ame effect. 2d — ^The conduct of the allied powers, who, although 
ictating, within the walls of Paris, terms of peace to France, had 
ot carried the demand of indemnities for their subjects to tlie extent 
laimed by us. 3d— Th^ constant refusal of Bonaiiarte to indemnify 
9. for these acts of injustice which he had committed himself. In thei 
Mirse of the conversation, tiie Duke hinted, without positively ex* 
ng^ing it, that any indemnity which might be allowed, by the pre*, 
v^government, would be a favor." 

^^ After having repeated, what had already been stated on former 
^i^ons, that the United States coHid not be bound by the acts of 
her powers, to which they were not parties, and that the denial of 
(iitice by others could not justify a similar conduct on the part of 
K*ance, I told the Duke tliat I thought it unnecessary, unless he 
e^ght proper to do it in an official shape, to enter into a discus- 
l|^ of the question of right, since he knew, as well as myself, that 
ider all the circumstances of the case, tlie present government of 
k^nce was, according to the acknowledged principles of public law, 
i^bnsible for the acts of those who had been in the possession of the 
fverament during the expulsion of the Bourbons, and who had been 
^Cognized by all the powers of Europe. I requested, therefore, that 
!^iKroald proceed to state what he had concluded to offer in answer 
!^i^tbie basis proposed in niy note of the 9th of November. He said 
ttki bis offer would fall very short of our demands; that he would not 
9^ beyond an indemnity for vessels burnt at sea, and for tliose, the 
^oceeds of which had only been sequestered and deposited in the 
Aisse d' Amortissementi and that it would even be difficult to ob« 

i|from the chambers the authority to pay to that extent. He added 
tie would make his proposal in writing, and that this could not 
If^ attended with much delay. I then said that I could not give any 
ion on his proposal, until I had received his note; but that I wish- 
im to understand that, if the government of the United States 
[ghtlt proper (which I could, not at pitaent promise) to accept an 
gSemnity for certain classes only, of our claims, this never would be 
^rchased by a relinquishment of the other just demands of our citi« 
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JUr. QiUlatin MheMirqms DesscUe, JtKmtlerqf Foreign Affidrs, . 

(TRANSLATION.! 

Varis, 11th February, 1S19. 
VltmsUur le Marquis: 

I have the honour to transmit to your excellency a memorial^ 
idressed by Mr. Parish, a citizen of the United States, to his ex- 
tiUency theininister of finance, on the subject of a claim, which if 
ppears has be4;n laid before that department* 

Hairing been confined for the last three w^ks by indisposition, t 
ave been prevented from asking an interview of your excellency, 
^ith which I was <)|pirous of being favored, before I presented to 
i^ii ih^ memorial, and renewed my application for the settlement of* 
le American ciaiin^ in general. But having recently received very 
fecial orders from my government, accompanied by a particular 
coitimendation of Mr. Parish's claim, I am no longer at liberty to 
(fer the discussion of this interesting concern. 

I have, therefore, to request your excellency to have the goodness 
examine the official notes which I had the honor to address to the 

ike of Richelieu upon tlie subject of these clieums, and to which I 
>^e yet received no answer. I shall not now enlarge upon the 
^'\^ presented in my note of the 9th November, 1816. By that of 
g ^££d April, 18179 it will be seen, that the negociations dn that 
lect were suspended, solely in consideration of the trying situa- 
^fn which France was then placed; and especially of the embar*- 
mehts of the administration, by the enormous and unexpected mass 
_Jilm8 brougtit forward by the subjects of the allied powers.—* 
Plto^obstacles are now happily removed ; every demand of all the 
g'dpean powers and their subjects has been amicably adjusted 

II %^led ; the rights, «(o legitimate, of the citizens of the United 
" ^cs, alone remain unsatisfied. My government, preserving an 

lafcen confidence in his majesty, cannot doubt, that the time has 
^h arrived, when ample justice will be rendered to its claims, 
itfc respect to that of Mr. Parish, it may be remarked, that it 
ry simple, and is susceptible of being adjusted without waiting' 
It of, or, in the least interfering with a general settlement. 
ict, the cargoes in question were never condemned; but Were 
soW for the joint benefit of all, and the proceeds deposited,' 
vimially, in the sinking fund. It is further important to re- 
k, that, by an order of the French government, permission waa 
kted to the consignees of cargoes sequestered at that period, at 
l^erp, to take possession and dispose of them, on their giving 
^^bbligation to become responsible for the amount, to the public 
%siiry, in the event of a decision pronouncing their confiscatiom 
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leave of SSd November, 1807» it -was declared, article 1, 
M vessels, which, after .touching in England, fr«m anyeausQ 
-er, shall enter the ports of France, shall be seized and con- 
together with tlieir Cargoes, without exception or distinctioa 
ana merchandise." 

■etrospective effect, which I am certainly ver; far froiq wish- 
■stiff, bat to which it is proper to advert, because it forms 
e prominent features of the case, this decree of 33d Novem- 
enforced as to these three vessels. It was ineffectually that 
^tor-general of the customs represented to the head of tliB 
«nt, that the English had no interest whatever in these 
flelS) and that they were solely and bona fide American pro- 
I immediate sale of tlieir cargoes having been ordered by the 
authority, on the 4th of May, 1810. This order was car- 
execution on the isth of June following, and t)ie proceeds, 
^msited in the sinking fund, were subsequently withdrawn, in 
ity also with the same superior orders, and placed in the pub- 
ury, as having definitively become the proj>erty of the state, 
it with you, sir, theiniquity of these measures, and, with you, 
: their effects; but to repair them is not within the compass 
>wer. If the cargoes in question still existed in the custom 
}re8, they should be immediately restored to you; but having 
I, their proceeds no longer exist. The whole transaction Was 
ed, irrevocably terminated, four years prior to the restora- 
d it is not within tlie power of his majesty's government to 
I obsolete claim; to renew a discussion on rights which are 
or to repair individual losses, by an augmentation of the 
irthens. 

Uie expression of iqy regrets, be pleased, sir, to accept the 
» of my perfect consideration. 
} AMnister of Finance and Secretary of State, 

THE BARON LOUIS. 
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IN SENATE OF THE. UNITED STATES, 

MABCH 23, 18£0« 



[Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
Harriet Shackerly, Sarah Shackerly, and Mary Shackerly, 
Idren of Peter Shackerly, have. had the same under considera- 
I, and submit the following 

)RT: 

^ petitioners state that their father, Peter Shackerlj, was act- 
a carpenter on board the United States' frigate Chesapeake at 
ae she was attacked by the British ship of war Leopard, and 
tiled during said attack; that the British government, in their 
I* reparation for that outrage, among other things, tendered a 
rt to the families of such persons as were killed on board the 
ican frigate in that rencontre; that the American government, 
dly receiving the proffered satisfaction, rejected l£e offer of a 
lion for the families of the slain, as being incompatible with the 
y of the government; that they have made application to the 
tary of the Navy for the benefit of the laws extending half pay 
ms, in certain cases, to the widows and orphans of persons slain 
ird the public ships of war; that the Secretary replied, that 
rovision related only to persons slain since the montii of June, 
the commencement of the late war with Great Britain, but sup- 
that Congress, on application for that purpose, would extend the 
ion so as to make it refer back and comprehend the case of the 
»ners. The facts stated, in the above petition, seem to be suffi- 
f proved. 

s committee, on an examination of the circumstances of this case, 
opinion that it would be improper to extend the provisions of 
ts so as to make them refer back to embrace the case of the pe- 
trs. The navy pension fund is constituted in a particular way, 
r particular purposes; it had existed some years before the 
ion for widows and orphans existed; that provision was made 
(tended, during the late war, to cases occurring both in the sea 
ind service, and, should it be extended back so as to take in 
srising anterior to the war, the committee see no good rea- 
by it should not take in all cases which so occurred since the 
tution of the fund, which was rerj smaU^ they believe, liefoi^ 
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tract of a letter from Mr, Gidlatin, Minister at the Court of Versaillef*, upon 

t^e same' subject. 
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IBNATB OF THE ITNITED STATES : 



anit to Congress an extract of a letter from the Minister 
mtiary of the United States at St. Peltersburg, of the 1st of 
!r last, on the subject of our relations with Spain, indicating 
nents of the Emperor of Russia respecting the non-ratifica- 
his Catholic Majesty, of the Treaty lately concluded be- 
5 United States and Spain, and the strong interest which his 
Miuesty takes in promoting the ratification of that treaty, 
iendly disposition, the most satisfactory assurance has beeii 
en, directly, to tiiis government, by the Minister of Russia 
lier^ 

mit, also, to Congress, an extract of a letter from the Mi- 
enipotentiary of tihe United States at Madrid, of a later 
those heretofore, communicated, by which it appears, that, 
ttance of the Charge des Affaires of the Emperor of Russia, 
idge had been given, by the Spanish government, that the 
who had been lately appointed to the United States 'should 
I his mission, without delay, with full power to settle all 
s, in a manner satisfactory to the parties, 
(^rther to state, that the governments of France and Great 
Dntinue to manifest the sentiments heretofore communicated, 
J the non-ratification of the Treaty by Spain, and to inter- 
* good offices to promote its ratification, 
roper to add, that the governments of France and Russia 
■essed an earnest desire that the United States would take 
)r the present, on the principle of i*eprisal, which might pos- 
I to disturb the peace, between tlie United States and Spain. 
;ood cause to presume, fi'om the delicate manner in which this 
has been conveyed, that it is founded in'a belief, as well aaa 
it our just objects may be accomplished, without the hazard 
n extremity. 

consideration of all these circumstances, I h^ve thought it 
submit to Congress, whether it will not be advisable to 
A decision on the questions now depending with Spain until 
ession. The distress of that nation, at this juncture, affords 
for this forbearance, which cannot fail to be duly appreciat- 
er such circumstances, the attention of the Spanish govern- 
be diverted from its foreign concerns, and the arrival of a 
lere be longer dela^red. I am the more induced to suggest 
e of proceeding, from a knowledge that, while we shaH 
ake a just return to the powers whose good offices have 
owledged, and increase, by a new and signal proof of mode* 
r claims on Spain, our attitude, in regai*d to her, will not 
^orable at the next session than it is at the present. 

JA>IES MONROE. 

fUnif March 9,7 Ihj 1&20. 
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oj a Utter from Mr. Campbell to tlie Secretary of StatCf datei 
■ersburgf 20th October^ (^Isi JVovct»i6«r,J 1819, containii^ 

of a Conversation with Count JVessdrode. 

» 

r despatch, No. 3, of June Si, I had the honor to receive a 

ago. 

r some general conversation, he* inquired (as I presumed 

do, and waited for him to introduce the subject) if I had 
lin account of what Spain was doing, or liad done, respect- 
!*reaty lately concluded by her minister at Washington with 
mmfnt. I had shortly before i*eceived, from Mr. Gallatin, 

confirming the account, which had already reached me 
the newspaper, that the King had refused to ratify the Trea- 
be should obtain some previous explanations, relating, as 
r Mr. Gkillatin, to two points: 1st, The declaration Mr* 
was instractcd, on exchanging the. ratifications, to put in, 
^nt to tlie Duke d'Alagon, (or lands in the ceded ten*itory» 
lOugh intended to be, wa» not, by the terms of the Treaty* 
I, should be considered as null : and, £d. An engagement 
by Spain, on the part of our government, not to i*ecognise 
endence of any of the Spanish colonies; and that, to demand 
itanations, a minister extraordinai'y was to be sent to Wash- 
iMMigh Mr. Forsyth had offered, as instructed, to give full 
ons on any point connected with the Treaty : I tlierefore 
thjB Count, I had received authentic information, though not 
government, that the king had refused his assent to theTreatv,. 
ihould obtain explanations on certain points, for which pur- 
iroposed sending a jninister extraordinary to Washington* 
is occasion to remark further, that, by official informatiou 
government, I felt myself authorised to state, tliat Mr. Onis,, 
ish minister, was fully empowered to conclude the Treaty,, 
vt have yielded more than he did, without exceeding his au- 
and that the points on which it ^as now proposed to ask ex- 
IS had been fully di|pu8sed before the Treaty was signed^ 
' intent and meaning explicitly understood by both parties^ 

the Spanish court was fully informed, and our minister 
s instructed to give ample explanations, which he offered to 
ly points, relating to the Treaty, that might be supposed to 
liem. I added, tiiat the Treaty was, undoubtedly, under all 
euices, highly favorable to Spain, and that I was satisfied a 
»»ire oh tlie part of my government to preserve peace alone 
;hem to agree to its provision; that I presumed he had been 

respecting the terms of the Treaty by Mr. Poletica, with 
inderstood you had free)y communicated tfnihemibject. He 

Nesselrodr. 
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iofa Utter from Mr. Forsyth to the Secretary of State, 
dated Madiridf January Sdf 1S20. 

r days after the date of my last, numbered 10, 1 had a visit 
ciunt Balgary, the Russian charge d'affaires. He came to see 
sequence of a conversation he had just had with the duke pX 
indo, respecting my official letter of the 18th of October^ 
ibsequent correspondence in relation to it. He stated to 
he duke regretted the necessity of sending back the letter, 
; was so harsh in its terms he could not place it before the 
liis was added a great many assurances of personal kind- 
^ood will, not necessary to be repeated. I replied, that it 
ibortifying to me, to be obliged ta send the letter in tlie 
nee, and not less so to insist on its being received; that the 
put it out of my power to act otherwise than I had done; 
liere was no difficulty in avoiding the unpleasant conse- 
kely to ensue. Tiie duke had nothing to do but to give me 
*ances in regard to the grants as would render it superfluous 
say any thing about them. His answer was at once curious 
isfactory; he said that the duke could not give me any as* 
such was the predominating influence of the grantees with 
He was sincerely disposed to settle all tiie differences 
Jnited States, and hoped in a short time to have power to 
lad authorized count Bulgary to say to the Russian govern- 
t general Vives was going immediately to the United States, 
1 have competent powers; and that every thing would be 
arranged. I made the Russian charge d'affaires sensible 
lart of this statement contradicted the other. General Vives 
receive powers competent to the purpose of amicable settle- 
he Secretary of State's despatch was unable, from tlie influ- 
e grantees, to say*'any thing about the large donations. — 
a subject upon which the American government would listen 
US, and friendly arrangement was out of the question; gene- 
^ visit to the United States useless; unless the Spanish go- 
was prepared to abandon their pretensions in favor of the 
' On the subject of the mission of general Vives, I desired 
to remind the duke, that I knew nothing of it. The gene* 
K>se declarations made months before, that the king would 
some person to ask explanations at Washington, was all 
»panish government had chosen to communicate to me.^ The 
ured me of the personal anxiety of tlie minister to arrange 
i^satili&ctorily between the two countries; that bis hopes 
ng of being able to effect it; that this business of tlie returned 
embarrassipg, and if I went away in consequence of its not 
eived, that what he believed to^e the wtshoflheUnited States 
s government, and almost all otH^r powers, might be frus- 
Matlers were in a bad state at present, and this would makA 
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mcloseily marked No. 1; you will see that it is not what I had reason 
to expect. He does not request a suspension of any correspondence, 
or say that it is the wish of the Spanish government that every thing 
should be left to the negotiation of general Vivcs. He merely states, 
tiiat, in his view, to continue discussion here, would be superfluous^ 
and likely to embarrass the direct negotiation. Perhaps, considering 
their peculiar mode of doing business, I had no right to calculate up- 
on any thing more. Nevertlieiess, I am not at all satisfied with it; 
and had I consulted my own inclinations only, I should immediately r 
hare sent back the note of the 18th October, with the translation. — 
What has occasioned me to delay and deliberate, and still keeps me 
uncertain how to act, is the apprehension, that my judgment of what 
i$ proper, might be involuntarily influenced by my own wishes. I 
tifid not conceal from you, that my situation here is unpleasant, and 
that I find no suflicient consolation for my personal mortification, ia 
the consciousness of being useful to the United States; feeling as I do, 
Kiat I am almost, if not altogether, useless. The very awkward . 
Rtate of my private affairs in Georgia, in consequence of my unlooked 
br detention here, increases my anxiety to leave Spain. What I fear, 
Uid I hope it is not an unworthy apprehension, is, that these circum- 
rtance^ may unconsciously induce me to believe that the more ener- 
^tic course is the best. What I have at last resolved upon is, to de- 
ay my answer until I see the President's message. It will then be 
i^nt before general Yives leaves Europe. He is still in Madrid, goea 
H a coach and colleras to Bayonne, a journey of twelve or fifteen 
lays^ thence to Paris; from Paris to England, and fi*om England to 
he United States. His rapid journey to Washington, will probably 
le finished in May. My answer will be regulated by the advices I 
lope soon to receive from Washington. I shall certainly not go fur- 
iier, in any event, than to say, that I shall retain the letter of the 18th 
[krtober, for a short time, under the hope that his majesty will render 
t unnecessary to make any remonsti*ancc on the subject of it.'^ 



The Duke of San Febxajcdo and Quiboga to Mr. Fobstth. 

[Translation.] 

Zb the Minister of the United States* 

Sib: In consequence of the decision of the king, my master, and 
in conformity wiUi the communications which my predecessor and 
[ have had the honor to make to you, the moment has arrived, when 
the person, of whom his majesty )iad made choice, is about to pro- 
ceed to America, for the purpose of asking of your government the 
explanations which his majesty has judged to be indispensable, pre^ 
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Tioas to the ratification by his majesty, of the treaty condaM and 
signed by Don Luis de Onis. 

The Plenipotentiary appointed is the Marechal-de-Camp Doi 
Francisco Dionisio Yives; a distinguished person; in whom te 
king) my master, has the fullest confidence, and to whom be hn 
given the most ample powers, to settle all tfaib difficulties be so el^ 
nestly wishes to see removed, and succeeded, by the establishmait, 
on a solid basis, of that harmony between Spain and the VnM 
States, to which their mutual interests, so -strongly invite them. 

As Don Francisco D. Yives will set out immediately on his joo- 
ney, and proceed expeditiously, I consider the measure now codudo* 
nicated to you, and which you will be pleased to make known to 
your government, as dispensing with any further discussion here, 
of the points which form the object of the above named gettUeman?§ 
present mission; as a continuance of it would only tend to cmbanaai 
the course of the direct negotiation about to be established. 

I renew to you, Sir, the assurances of my distinguished resgettf 
and I pray God to pre8ei*\x you many years ! 

The Duke of SAN FERNANDO and QUIROGi. 

Palace f I6th December, 18 19. 



Extract of a letter from Mr. Gallatin to the Secretary of Staief iM 

Faris, 22d January , 1820. 

<< According to some accounts the intended Minister to the Umiiel 
States left Madrid on the 9th. The British ambassador here toW 
me that he was still there on the 11th." 



Extract of a letter from Mr. Everett, Charge de Affaires at the Bagtd 
to the Secretary of State, dated Hague^ January 25^ 18£0. 

^' I stated in a late letter, upon the authority of the Spanish Cbaijf 
de Affaires here, that Mr. Onis's successor. General Yives, wasii 



i, on his way to America. It appears, however, that he to nA 
yet left ^-''•^''" 
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[TRANSLATION 1 

Extract of a despatch from Count JSTesselrodCf to Mr. Potetica, Minister 
0^ J7. LM. the Emperor ofRiissiaj in the United States, dated 27 th 
Mroember, C9th December J 1S19. 

^< You have doubtless been able to obtain information how far the 
President's last instructions to Mr. Forsyth were positive. The 
Emperor will not now take it upon him to justify Spain; but he char* 
ges you to plead with the government at Washington the cause of 
peace and concord. That government is too enlightened to take has* 
ty steps, and its rights appear to be too solid not to be weakened by a 
violent course of proceeding; and on theothe^ hand, such is the char- 
acter of the considerations which command the i*attfication by Spain of 
'the arrangement relative Xo the Floridas, that |t is to be hoped she will 
at length yield to the force of evidence. The United States will then 
have added to the reputation of an able, that of a moderate policy, and 
will gather with security the finiits of their wisdom. 

His Imperial Majesty therefore wishes, that, if there be yet time, you 
would engage the government at Washington, to give to the Spanish 
Ministry a proof of patience, which its circumstaiices might indeed 
seem to stfggest. Nevertheless^ the Emperor does not interpose in 
this discussion. He makes, above all, no pretension to exercise an in- 
fluence in the councils of a foreign power. He merely expresses a 
wish dictated by his concern for Uie general welfare, and worthy of 
the generous good faith which characterises the government of the 
United States." 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

February £5, 1820. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
be 18th instant, enclosing a resolutiop of the Senate, instructing the 
Committee on Naval Affairs ** to inquire into the expediency of pro* 
iding, by law, for the purchase of a sufficient number of fit vessels 
!> protect the commerce of the United States in the Gulph of Mexico^ 
nd to prevent smuggling on the coast of Louisiana," and request- 
ig siich information as the department may possess, particularly as 
» the extent of the smuggling, the number of vessels, and their size; 
nd such other information as will enable the Senate to form a cor- 
^t judgment on the subject. 

"^he enclosed extracts, from the correspondence of the collectors of 
M^ customs for the districts of Mississippi, Mobile, and Teche, con- 
lin all the information of an authentic character in the possession of 
^« Department, shewing the nature and extent of the smuggling 
^lich has been carried on in the Gulph of Mexico. 

The 98th section of the collection law, passed the 2d day of March, 
7^99, autliorizes the President of the United States to cause to be 
^ilt and equipped, as many revenue cutters, not exceeding ten, as 
iay be necessary to be employed for the protection of the revenue, the 
^pense of which shall be paid out of the product of the duties. The 
OOtb section gives authority to the Pi*esident to cause other cutters 
^be built, in lieu of such as may become unfit for service, and to 
^11 the latter, and cause the money, arising from the sales, to be 
»d into the Treasury. 

The act of the 6th of January, 1 809, authorizes the President to 
s*ocure as many cutters, not exceeding twelve, as may be necessary 
>r the public service, the expense of which is directed to be paid out 
^tJie duties. 

If this latter act is construed to give a permanent authority to keep 
^at number in employ, no additional authority is necessary, as that 
^niber is believed to be equal to the pi*otection of the revenue, as 
^ as it can be protected by such means. 

If the act, however, is considered temporary, and, as executed by 
^^ procurement of that number, additional authority to procure and 
"^pioy a greater number may be expedient. 

"Inhere are two revenue cutters now employed in the Giilph, each of 
l^ich, with its equipments, cost S 6,000. They are about 56 tons 
^^"Ihen, and draw but little water, so as to enter the shallow chan« 
'^ between the bars and main land, which characterise that part of 
'^ coast. This description of vessels is believed to be the most fit 
^^ that employ vient; and tlie collector of New Orleans is of opinion 
^^t^ with the aid of two or more of the small public armed yeo o oki ^ 
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xtract of a letter from the CMector of Mrur- Orleans to the Secretary 
of the Tr^easury, dated January SlstflS^O* 

^The friends and aasodated of the pirates having threatened to 
ipture or destroy the Louisiana, I resolved to avail myseif of the 
^rmission given me, in your letter of 20th October, to augment her 
■ew and ai'mament, which will, I trust, meet your approbation. She 
IS gone to the westward, and will visit every lake and inlet 1>etwoeit 
e Balize and the Sabine, beyond which I have instructed the cap- 
in ftot to proceed. The ^\labama has been for some time past on 
e Mobile station, was lately in Lake Ponchartrain, and is now 
uizing among the islands extending from that place to the Balize. 
feel confident that tiiey will soon liberate the waters of this and tiio 
Ljoining districts ii*om the fi^cebooters by whom tliey have been so 
ng infested. 

^* Soon after the death of Captain Taylor, of the Alabama, the 
vnmand wiis given to Lieutcuiant Daniel S. Hazard, first of the 
>uisiana : he is well qualified for the trust, and merits tlie c6nfi<» 
tice of the government^ and I respectfully recommend him to that 
iDmand. Mr. Johnson, who was formerly recommended, died some 
ne since. 

** Captain Loomis, in his last cruize, fell in, to the south-west of 
3 fialize, with the wreck of the bi^ig Columbia, of Boston, and 
^ed and bi'ought into port 1500 pounds sterling of her cargo, and 
d several boats loaded, three of which have arrived, via Barrataria. 
t, for the pi*esence of the cutter, I am assured, by the master of tJie 

F9 the whole cargo would have been totally lost, as the inhabitants 
fishermen had commenced to plunder the cargo^ when>she fortu- 
t:<^y made her appearance. The duties on the goods saved will 
^^ly pay lier disbursements for the last quarter, thougii heavier than 
<^pe they will be in future, as she is now in complete order. The 
;ii^%ain informs me that he is compelled, while cruizing, so very fre- 
^titly to anchor, and to work his way in shoal water and iakcst 
^t; she will soon want new cables, and that it will be economical to 
^e her one of iroii, which will, with the duties deducted, not cost 
^ch more than a common orie^ and will last several years, i can 
^port one on good terms." 



ixtract of a letter from the Collector of Mobile to the Secretary of the 

Treasury^ dated Septeml^er23f lSl7f 

^ There appears to be much need, at this time,^ of a stout revenue 
ixstt, or a cutter, on the Florida coast, as I am credibly informed that 
urges, carrying 16 or IB oars, have fitted oiit on that coast and tho 
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Bxtra^ of a Utter from the Collector at JV%w Orleans to the Secretary 

of tXe Treasury, dated Deqmber 21, ISIB. 

* ' * 

** There is no doubt, in my mind, but that a small revenue cutter, 
of the dimensions you mentioned, may be employed in the district of 
Teche, and the adjoining coast, to the greatest advantage/' 
^ '^ I deem it my duty further to state that an additional small cutter 
1^ be employed in the waters of lake Barrataria to the Balize, is indb^ 
l^ensably necessary to the due execution !of the laws. If these means 
are furnished, in addition to the naval force on this station, I enters 
tain hopes that you will not, in future, be troubled with complaints 
against the establishment at Gralveztown, which, if deprived of those 
iSacillties for a clandestine intercourse, must be abandoned/? « 



USxtrad of a letter from the Collector of.JdobUe to the Secretary of the 

Treasury, dated I5th Mvember, 1818. 

1 *^ It is evident, fix)m a view of our local situation, that no part of 
file American coast affords more inviting opportunities to violate the 
revenue laws, and those prohibiting the importation of slaves, than 
this; herc^ from the Chandelier's Island to the Perdido River, in- 
dnding the coasts, and numerous other islands, we have only a small 
sail boat, with four men and an inspector, to oppose' to the whole 
obnfederacy of smugglers and pirates. Add to this a view of the 
situation of the whole coast of West Florida, from the Perdido to the 
Florida river, open to a secure landing of slaves.'' 

^^ To prevent Eolations of the revenue laws, and the laws prohibit- 
ing the importation of slaves into the United States, and to defend 
our commerce from the depredations of pirates on our coast, a reve* 
tttte cotter is necessary; and, it appears to me evident, that such a 
vessel, on this coast, would render more important services to the 
couiitr3s than any cutter employed in the service." 



Extract of a letter from the Collector of Teche, to the Secretary of the 

Treasury, dated March IS, 1817. 

^ I gave you a copious view of the unprotected state of tlie District 
of Tecbe, and the frequent violations of the revenue laws of th^ 
United States within it, in a letter of mine fiddressed to you^in Janu- 
ary. Since that time I made ap|ilication to major general Ripley, to 
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order a detactimtot of the re^lar army intd tbi^ dtstricty for lb 
purpose of enforcing the revenue laws; and tlie generaJ, in coiql^ 
ance with my request, has ordered captain Jones, with one famM 
men here, to assist in enforcing the i*e¥enue laws. I iq>poiatM lilf 
Jolin Stine an inspector of the revenue, and sent him with a boitiit 
cruise in the Bayou and Bay of Petite Auce and Vermillion Bay^Hr 
endeavor to capture a vessel that was trading on the western ctiii 
of this district, in violation of the revenue laws. The boat retvui 
after eight days, but without capturing any tiling. But I have sunt 
hea]*«l that a vessel that was violating the laws was run ashore by the 
persons on boai'd, and her masts cut away to prevent, her being dis- 
covei*ed, and, as I have been informed, they took their goods out and 
emb«i*ked them on board perogucs, to endeavor to make their escape • 
to tlie river Currescan, which is about one hundred miles distant 
from hei*e by land, and 1 fear will make their escape, with some other 
vessels that I have informafion arc carrying on a contraband on %« 
coast of this district.*' 



rn 



in from the Deputy Collector of Teche, to the Stenk/f' 
of tlie Treasury y dated Miy 6, 1819. ^k^ 




** Since the late arrangement, making tlie Sabine the westgro 
dary> the smugglers appear to be increasing. I should have 
for sonic soldiers, but could not with pi'opriety in ray present situatii^ 
Tlie troops I wcQt out with last summer, after promising tbeat^ 
thirds of the amount of the seizures tliat would revert to thiBOllil 
it WciS with the greatest difficulty I could persuade tiiem not to tnif ^ 
buck. The captain and lieutenant fi*equently threatened to bttfi thi' 
vessels and return home; but after suiferii^g much hardship and troif^ 
ble, I got the vessels round to this place — reported them — ^got tiKiL 
condemned and sold in January lasf 



r 5|, H 
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Extract of a ^tterfroiji the Collector ofJS^ova Ibena to the SearetaFf4^ 
the Treasury f dated at Baltimore, December 10, IB 17. 

** I have regularly received lettera from Mr. Aborne, my dqNrtff 
and I find from him, as well as from other sources, that he has b«i 
\ery vigilant, and, accoi*ding to my orders, has appointed as maif 
temporary inspectors as he could get to be vigilant in discharriliK 
their du^, in aiding him to make seizures, and the result of wf.^ 
joint efforts, he informs me in a lettef, dated the 4th of October la%l 
had resulted in his seizing twenty- three African Negroes^ whiGhbii 
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introditc^ into my district, throilgh the facility that the hover- 
of the Galvetzon banditti on our coasts had occasioned^^some of 
[ were introduced by way of M'CalPs Island^ Petite Auce Bayo^^ 
ivers Vermillion, Colcaien Mermentou, the bay of Atcheafalay^ 
iome of them were even seized in the Prairies Colcaien Mamou* 
■evious to the arrival of the United States' troops in Ac&tappoo, 
|rof the violators of the revenue laws were under an impression 
the United States could not enforce their laws, and violations of 
revenue laws were committed almost at my door." 



Treasury Department, 

30^ July, 1819. 

r: Evidence of the most satisfactory nature having been received 
is office, that a piratical vessel, commanded by a man of the 
I of Henry S. Neill, has been cruizing between the harbor of Mo- 
and Florida Point, and tiiat various acts of piracy have been 
aitted by the said Henry S. Neill against th^ property and per* 
of citizens of tlie United States: and the Secretary of the Navy 
ig represented, to this Department, that he has no public vessel, 
itable description, for the capture and 'detention of the said pi- 
al vessel, it is deemed proper to employ the cutters Louisiana 
/Alabama, in the execution of this service. T<lu will, therefore, 
as little delay as possible, equip and prepare for sea tlie cutter 
r your command, and proceed, forthwith, to cruize for the 9aid 
ical vessel, and use every exertion to capture and bring into 
) port in the United States the said vessel and crew. Should 
Hicceed in this enterprise, you will deliver the vessel and crew 
e marshal of the district into which they shall be carried by you, 
der that justice may be done. ^ 

te cutter Alabama, captain Taylor, is instructed to accompany 
luring the cruize, and act in concert with you. Should you be 
inion that the ordinary crews of the cutters will be incompetent 
le service required of you, a number of seamen, not exceeding 
I, may be ennged for the cruize, to be discharged on your arri- 
nto port. The enclosed papers contain the only description of 
essel, the captain, and crew, which is in the possession of this 
irtment. It will enable you to judge of the force which it will 
pedient to take, and to identify the vessel and parties. As the 
1 is owned in Mobile, it will facilitate the execution of the law^ 
Dan be carried into that port with convenience. 

I am, very respectfully. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. ' 

[^^ommander of % 

x^etmc Cutter lAmuiuWp n(yu> at JWic Fork. 
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imed that eight or ten aUe bodied seamen, exclusive of the mas- 
( -first and second mates, two boys, and a cook, will be quite 
St. The men may be engaged for a year certain, but, in that 
le advance wages ought to be moderate, in order to prevent de- 
» For the pay and rations to which the officers are entitled, 
you to Captain Cahoone, of the revenue cutter at New- York, 
m afford you all the necessary information, as well on that 
s to the mode of procuring issues of supplies, 
cutter destined for the Mobile station will be placed under the 
m of the collector of that port, who will be instructed to ad« 
lie money required to pay the crew and to furnish the provi- 
Icc But, as the deputy collector at Teche has no public mo- 
1 his hands, the cutter attached to that district must draw her 
8 from New-Orleans, unless, in your opinion, it will be more 
lent to obtain them from Mobile. It will be proper that you 
iaunediately inform me which of the stations you prefer, and 
^conjunction with Mr. Gelston, you recommend to me persons 
wn integrity and sobriety for first and second mates of both 
ters. Mr. Gelston will also be instructed to furnish the ftinds 
d to purchase provisions for the voyage, and to pay the ad- 
vages of the seamen, for which you will give him receipts, 
ing that you are to account for the same to the collector under 
luTCtion you may be placed. 

re only further to add, that, in your disbursements on the cut- 
er your command, it is expected that, both now and hereafter, 
koet economy be observed. 

I am, very respectfully, sir. 
Your obedient servant, 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
L J. LooMis, %VeTf-Forfc. 



Thcasubt Depabtmekt, 

SOthJtdy, 1819. 

Instructions have this day been forwurded to Jairus Loomis, 
of the revenue cutter Louisiana, to equip and prepare her 
th for sea, for tiie purpose of cruizing on the coast of Floridat 
I the Cape of Florida and Mobile, in order to capture a pirati- 
lel which has committed depredations upon the property and 
i of American citizens. Captain Loomis has been inConned 
pi will be directed to act in concert with him during the intend- 
le* Tbu will, therefore, consider these instructions, in every 
^«|o yott, and be directed by them. The force of the piratLdA 
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September 17th* 
Moderate breezes and pleasant weather* Second officer and three 
men, being the prize crew of the Bravoi returned on board, having 
delivered her to the marshal. 

September ISth. 
Pleasant weather and moderate breezes. All hands employed re^ 
ceiving on board stores, &c« &c» 

September 19th. 
Moderate breezes and pleasant weather. At 4 P. M. the captain 
returned with the boat from town^ hove up the anchor^ made sail, 
and stood down the lake, for the Regulies^ at 9 P. M. came to anchor 
in 3 fathoms water. 

September 9,0th. 
V Moderate breezes and pleasant weather. At daylight hove up the 
|f;nchor, made sail through the Regulies, and at 7 P. M. came too with 
mall bower, in two and a half fathoms water, in the bay of St. Louis* 

September S^Ut. 
Clear and pleasant weather* All hands employed taking on board 
^ater, &c. 

September 22rf. 
Pleasant weather and light breezes. Employed in finishing flying- 
iifa-boom, &c. &c. 

September 23d. 
Light breezes and pleasant weather. At daylight saw the Alaba- 
ma standing in for the bay; at sunrise she came too, and sent her boat 
on board. At 8 A. M. hove up and made sail and stood out of the 
bay; at 3 P. M. passed the west end of ship Island and stood to south 
and east, Alabama in company; at 8 P. M. came too with the small 
lK>wer. 

September 24tt. 
Light airs and pleasant weather. At 9 A. M. hove up and made 
sail to the S. and E. Alabama in company. 

September 25th. 

Fresh gales and pleasant weather, running SSW. At sundown 

saw Breton Island on the lee bow. At 7 P. M. came too with the best 

bower, in ten fi&tlioms water. At daylight got under weigh and stood 

.to the S and E-. At ten A. M. saw the Block House, bearing SSW. 

At'l 1 h. 30 m. took a pilot on board and stood for the bar. 

September 26th. 
Tresh breezes imd pleasant weather. At 2 P. M. passed the bar 
vaA commenced beating up the river. Found the Saturn, prize achr. 
kad arrived at the Balize. 

September 27th. 
Moderate breezes andpleasant weather. Got under weigh at day- 
^ light and stood for the Block house. At meridian moderate bitezes; 
discharged the pilot. 
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October 9ih. 
Strong gsAes and clotidy weather, scudding under reefed foresail; 
at 6 P. M* the gale increasing; at 9 IP. M. hove too, a tremendous sea 
running. No observation* 

October 10th. 
^ Strong gales and cloudy; at 2 P. M. more moderate; at 8 P. M. 
strong breezes and cloudy. Latitude observed £7" 52' N. 

October nth. * 

Fresh gales and clear weather, took in and made sail as occasion 
required, the crew vaiiously employed. Latitude observed £7° 44'. 

Octxiber 12th. 
Fresh gales and clear weather; at day light saw a brig on the 
ireather bow; at 7 o'clock 30 minutes shortened sail, aniTboarded 
^i(^ brig William, of Edenton, N. C. fi*oih St. Thomas to New Or- 
ieans; off St. Domingo had been plundered by a pirate manned with 
blacks, and robbed of every thing of value; supplied him with a bar- 
rel of bread. Latitude observed SB"* 43'. ^ 

Octxiber 13th. #. ' 

Clear weather and fresh gales; at S o'clock 15 minutes P. M. saw 
9^« land on the lee bo w, bearing W* N. W«; at 7 P. M. came too with 
iie best bower in 5 fathoms water, land bearing from N. J E. to S. 
I^. by S. distance 5 miles; at 6 o'clock 30 minutes got under weigh; 
^t^ke the U. S. schooner Lynx; at 10 A. M. came too with the best 
Hiwer in 4 fathom water, offtlie island of Grand Terre. 

October 14th. 
Pleasant gales and clear weather; at 10 A* M. the boat returned 
^\Hn the island with fresh beef, wood, and oysters. 

October 15 th. 
Moderate gales from the N. and E. and clear weather; at 1 o'clock 
^O minutes P. M. the captain left the Cutter in a shoro boat for New 
Orleans; at meridian, moderate breezes, got under weigh and stood 
cHTE. S. E. 

October 16th» 

Moderate breezes and pleasant weather, beating to windward along 

ibore to the eastward; at 6 P. M. came too with the best bower in 5 

^thorns; at 2 A. M. got under weigh; at 10 A. M. saw the Mud 

fetank off the S. W. pass, and several sail over the land in the river. 

le observed 27** 7' N. 



October I7th. 
' Ught and variable winds; at 7 P. M. came too in 17 fathoms wa- 
ter witii the best bower; at 3 A. M. hove up and made sail to the east- 
ward. Latitude obsei-ved 27° 1' N. 

Octxiber ISth. 
Moderate and pleasant, beating up to the N. and E. for the S. E. 
pass; at 1 P. M. came too in 5 fatiioms water, off the 9outh Mud 
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October SOtA. 
tt airs and pleasant weather; at day light commenoed track- 
and at 7. A. M. came too abreast of the city; at tueridiaa 
1 with the best bower; 

OeUAer 31. 
erate and pleasant, at day light Mr. Hazard, 1st officer, left 
ter to take charge of the Alabama, at the English tun; at 
(vn tlie Alabama came up and anchored under our fitemj crew 
dy employed. 

JVitvember Ut, 1819. 
:k foggy weather, crew employed clearing oat the hold* birtb 
lie. 

JVhvemher 2(1. 
ay light landed the water casks and breakers, and commenced 
g ship; some hands employed picking oakum. 

JVovembtr 3d. 
rand pleasant, iinisbcd painting the schooner, the small boat 
,ter casks, &c. 

JVbvemher 4tk. 
1 and clear; at-day light unmoored ship and touched across 
er to the Sheer hulk; at 10 A. M. hoisted out and landed tl^e 
st, crew employed fitting a new gang of rigging, and caulking 
»er works. 

jvyjvember 5th. 
r and {deasant weather, crew employed in fitting fore rig- 

LC &C. 

JVhvember 6tk. 
erate and clear weather, waiting for the spars and iron work 
he foremast in, and the rigging over the mast head. 

JViroember 7 th, 
erate breezes and pleasant weather, carpenter and crew ra- 
employed. 

JWroemter 8 (A. 
lughout clear and pleasant weatlier, at sun down got under 
ander the jib and mainsail, and stood over to the magazine. 

M'avembir 9(A. 
erate and pleasant, got on board the fore topmast, topsail 
>p8ail and topgallant sail. 

^fireemher lOtA, 
ughout these twenty.four hours, fresh breezes and clear 
r, swayed up the fore yard, crossed the topsail yard, and set 

wVbrem&er 12(A. 
mftiired with rainv weather: Mr. Forbes. 8d offirer q( ttift 
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JM\rDemher 26ih. 
ear and pleasant weather throughout these twenty-four hours. 
^ employed in painting ship and various other duties. 

Mrvember 27tt. 
>derate breezes and clear weather) shipped six seamen^ for the 
of six months. 

Jfirveniber 2Sth. 
3ar and pleasant weather; employed filling water casks and getr 
stores on board. 

J>rovember 29th, 
»derate and pleasant throughout these twenty-four hours; re- 
1 on board various small stores for use of the cabin, &c. &c. 

Mroember SOiA. 
;ar and pleasant weather. Nothing material oi) board; creW 
oyed abou{ ship's duty, carpenter fitting belaying pins, &c. 

December 1st. 
(derate and pleasant* Crew variously employed, officers at* 
ng the trial of the pirates. 

December 2d. ^ 

(derate breezes and clear weather; schoonenll ready for sea. 

December 3d. 
^ar and pleasant weather; received on board sundry small artil- 

^December 4 th. 
ese twenty -four hours throughout moderate breezes and clear 
lev. Nothing material to remark. 

December 5th. 
3sh breezes and pleasant weather; at 9h. 45m. A. M. fired a 
and let fallthe fore-topsail. At 10 A. M. got under weigh, and 
up and down the river. At 1 Oh 45m received on board the col- 
' and two other gentlemen for the Balize. At 1 1 A. M* wore round 
nade saU down the river. Spoke, in the Englisli Turn, brig 
and schooner Borina, of and from Portsmouth, N. H.; schoo- 
achin, of and from Marblehead; schooner Louis, from Kennc- 
; schooner Martha and Jane, from Portsmouth; and brig Cin- 
IS, from Boston. 

^ December 6th. 

;ht airs and pleasant weather; beating down. At 8 A. M. board* 
i English ship Francis and Eliza, of London^ for Margarita, 
almouth, in Jamaica. Seized her under the navigation act^ 
1 Idth April, 1818, and sent her to town for trial. 

December 7th. 
derate breezes and pleasant; passed the fort at day -light, and 
d licut. Ripley, of the artillery. At 10 A. M. boarded schoo- 
Atelope, from Bayou St John, bound up. Spoke schooner Re- 
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Vecca9 of Norfolk, from Appaladiicofau At 12 A. M. came Ido, vilk 
Ae dgfariV* Wv^Py off tli^ Btoek House. BotfMed setiooiMr JiM^tf 
Iifew-Orleansv l'^ dajs from Campeachy. 

Dectmbtr SI&. 
' Coinmeaees moderate and pleasant weather. At day-light ciBrf 
all hands to work and scrubbing clothes. 

December 9th. 

Moderate winds from the northward, and pleasant weather. AH 
hainds employed in setting up rigging, and sundry jobs of ship's datj, 
Mr. Chew set off for New-Orleans. Fired a shot^ on tria/, with our 
of^ our new cannon. 

December lOth. 

Moderate breezes from the N. £• and clear weather. At 9 A. Bf. 
hove up anchor, and made sail down the river; and, at 11 A.liLcuiie 
loo off the bar^ in 4 Jhthoms water, with the small bower. Latitude 
observed at meridian, 37 deg* 5 m. Boarded the brig Casket, Bai*^^ 
ley, from New- York; brig Monroe, of Yarmouth^ from New-Tork; 
ship Jason, from Havre; brig Actress, Parker, from Baltimore; bii; 
Cobosse Contio, L Myrick, from Boston; brig Hy der All, fron Als- 
ton, with U. S. troops. Seized the Frettch ship Americane, Bam* 
bast master, from tile Havana, and hove up the anchor, and nii >p 
the river as far as'Kint Leger. 

December lltiu 

Cloudy, with moderate breezes from the N. and E. At 8 A. N. 
dropped down abreast of the Block House. At 12 A. M. got aite 
weigh, and stood up the river. At 4h-45m eame too, with the small hot* 
cir, in 5 fathoms water, abreast the S W. pass. Boarded the Amerkit 
schooner Cygnet, 24 days from Boston. Sealed up the papers of tli 
French ship Americano, seized for bringing slaves from HaviMyanr 
sent her to town for trial. 

December 12^ 

Fresh breezes and squally from the S. W. At 4 F. M. imfjbxi 
«nd dropped down abreast of the Balize, and came too, with thesail 
fower^ in 5 fathoms water. 

December ISth. 
Fresh breezes from the northward, and hazy weather. At 7 A. )L, 
weighed anchor. At 8 A. M. came over the bar and boarded 
Commodore Rogers, from New- York. At 9 A. M. made sail 
stood to the southward and westward. 

December 14tt. • 

Fresh breezes and hazy weather. At 5 P. M. came too, with ^ 
best bower, in 2) fathoms water, Barrataria bearing N. N. |(. M 

8 A. M. sa^ a sail standing for us; called all hands to quarteri; 

9 A* M. found liim to be the brig Maiy Jane, from Pbilad< 
bound to New-Orleans; gave him the bearings of the JBalize. 

December 15th. 

Hard Mies and rainy weather. At half past meridian #** ^] ^ 

bvingdiort, carried away our dacktacklafaU, UooksandAookaiarfl 
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Ivage strops and deck stoppers. At t P. M. the boat returned^ 
ndei*^weigh at half past 2; Barrataria boreNNE* 9 miles dis- 
1 5 P. M. saw a brig on shore bearing W. i N. At 6 P. M. 
, about half a mile distance from het, in 2i &thom9 water. 
;r went on shore to ascertain what vessel, and their situation. 
M. the boat returned, and found her to be the Columbia, of 
Dapt, Williams, 54 days from Liverpool, with a cargo of 
Iware, and dvy goods, having been on shore tliree dayn; 
on board one trunk of dry goods, captain's writing de.^k and 
nd Edward Briggii« Peter Jackson, John Brighsou> Joseph 
i'eter Smitii^ and V^llliam Thomson. 

December l^th. 
24 hours throughout hard gales from the northward and 
, with rain. Boats employed saving, with much ditiicuityt 
5rty from the wreck: got on board a quantity of fowling 
nd one trunk of private clothing. 

December I7th» 
24 hours fresh gale^ from SW. with a cross sea; at daylight 
boats on shore to get the dry goods out of ttie wreck; the 
b capsised and stove in the surf; at sundown received on board 
»ats 67 pieces of duck and sheeting, and 32 fowling pieces^ 
n all 43 double and single barrelled on board. 

December IStlu 
24 hours fresh gales from N W« and cold weather; at daylight 
K)ats on shore, launched the brig's long boat, and succeeded 
; off six casks of wine, six do. of glass ware, two do* crock- 
barrel of cut glass, seven chests of merchandise, sixteen 
[)ieces, sixty pieces of duck and sheeting, one piano foKe< 
^ one box of oil cloths, and a quantity of hats; at 9 A* M. 
il to leeward, standing for us; cleared away for action; at 
• boarded a sciiooner, found her to be a prize to the U. S. na- 
» eight days from the Mermefitio, with a midshipman and eight 
want of provisions; supplied them witli whiU they wanted. 
Id and cloudy; all the boats on shore. 

December 19/A. 
breezes from NW; received on board sixteen fowling pieces, 
*si» of merchandise, one bale of broad cloth, three boxes 
dize, fourteen pieces of duck, one bale of cloth, and two 
merchandize. 

December 20th. 
writes moderate breezes from N W. and pleasant weather; got 
I fourteen pieces of duck, twenty-nine saws, one box oil cloth, 
of plated bridle bits, and John Irving, passenger; found our 
itmpletb; at 2 P. M*. got under weigh, and made all sail to 
iward. At 3 P. M. the wreck of the brig bore W. i S. dis* 
mttes; during the night moderate and pleasant; at 6 A. M» 
land beacriiig M N£« ' fbnr leagues distant. At meridian light 
imd Yariable. Lat. observed, 27 deg. 07 miu* N. 
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December 2^tlu 
Commences with liglit breezes from the northward, and clear wea- 
ther. At 4 A. M. got under weigh; the wind springing up fi*om the 
N. £• and made all sail up the river. At 9 A. M. passed Fort St 
Philips. At 4 P. M. passed Johnston's plantation; at midnight pass- 
ed Poverty Point. Clear and pleasant weather. 

December 29/A. 
Commences witli ntoderate bi-eezes from the eastward, and clear 
weather. At 3 A. M. calm, made fast to a ti^ee 5 miles above Po- 
verty Point; at daylight sent the crew ashore with a traclcing line; 
at meridian came up to the English turn. At 2 P. M. got through 
the turn; wind springing up at S.E.got the crew all on board, and 
made all sail. At 8 P. M. moored ship with the best bower opposite 
the city of New Orleans. At midnight, clear and pleasant. 

December SOth. 
Throughout the 24 hours, fresh gales and cold weather. The cap- 
tain arranging for landing the cargo. At midnight, clear and cold. 

December 31s/. 
Clear and pleasant weather throughout the 24 hours. Crew va- 
riously employed about ship's duty. Waiting for lighters to dis» 
charge the cargo. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. LOOMIS. 
Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 

Secretary of the Treasury ^ JFashiiigton City. 
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PO THB 8BXATB QV THE UNITED ST^TE^ : 



I transmit to tl^e Senate, in pursuance of their Resolution of thp 
st of Februai'y^ a Report from the Seorefary of SUite, with the in? 
c^rmation required by that Resolution* 



jame;s Monroe; 



Watihington^ 2S(I Mardh 18^0, 
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: SdtretaiT of State, to whom haa been referred Uie Resolatioii 
Senate, of the 1st of February last, requesting such informa- 
ilatiTe to &e ^ecntion of bo roach of the first article of the 
iraty of Peace and Amity between Hla Briminic Majesty and 
lited States aa the President might possess, and which had not 
fore been commonicated, has the honor of submitting to the 
lent extracts of two despatches from the Minister of the United 
mt London, containing the information desired. 



JOHN QUDfCY ADAMS. 



'ABTMEHT OV StATE, 

.UtMurdt,lH20, 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 



Mabch so, 1820. 



iinviittee on the Public LandSf to whom was referred thft me- 
morial of the inhabitants of the village of Cahokia, 






I 1 



^ .1 



RT: 

: the citizens of Cahokiat to whomy by an act of Congress, 
on the £Oth February, ISlS^certain tracts of land were con- 
as a common, being desirous to establish a town^ upon a site 
ligible than that of their former village, which had become 
liy, mpointed and authorized Messrs. Jesse B. Thomas, John 
ohn Hays, Nicholas Jarret, and Francis Turcotte, citizens of 
i village, to lay out a town upon one of the tracts of land con- 
as a common to the citizens of Cahokia. That the said agents^ 
nance of the powers vested in them, proceeded to lay out the 
wUf which they called Illinois City. That they divided the lots 
out, among the said citizens of Cahokia, according to their 
ive interests therein, and to the universal satisfaction of the 
>f them. That many of those lots have been sold. And that, in 
lence of doubts having been entertained, contrary to the anti- 
is of the citizens of Cahokia, as to the validity of those pro- 
is and sales, much litigation is likely to take place, unless 
»s should pass a law confirming those proceedings: therefore, 
nmittee b^ leave to report a bill. 
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IN SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES, 

April 3, 1 820. 



Mr. Pleasants, fi'om the Committee on Naval Affairs, communi- 
cated the following, which was read, and ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate : 



PLAN 

FOR THE DEFENCE OF OUR COMMERCE, 

THC PROTECTION OP ITS REVENUE IN THE GULP OF MEXICO, 

NEAR TO THE RIVER MISSISSIPPI. 

The prosperity of commerce materially depends upon the aid and 
protection afforded it by the Kovernment under which it is establish- 
ed ; therefore, all illicit or illegal trade should be strictly guarded 
jflgainst and cai*efully prevented. The honest merchant should be 
protected : tlie fraudulent punished. These observations apply with 
peculiar force to the government of the United States, whose pre- 
sent principal revenue is derived from its duties on imports ; of how 
much importance, then, is the protection of this revenue, to the 
country ;, especially at New-Orleans, whose pi*esent greatness and 
'^ future destiny render it, in this respect, one of the most important 
points in the Union, and yet, at this moment, the most unprotected. 

My object, therefore, is now to point out tiie most efficient means, 
for the defence and protection of our commerce and revenue along 
the coasts of, and a^acent to, the river Mississippi ; well aware that 
several causes combine to render this a very difficult task. The 
principal, however, are, 

1st. The country is, every where, intersected by innumerable small 
bayous or canals, connecting the river with the ocean ; thereby form- 
ing a series of communications between the latter and New-Orleans. 
These outlets, winding through uninhabitable marshes, are so vari- 
ous and intricate, tha^ at this day, they are probably only well 
known to those who have long frequented tiiem^ and to whom they 
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•least Mver odt of signal distance. This vessel should also occa- 
sionally reconnoitre the coast submitted to her charge. 
-• The third and last station is Dauphin Island, and is important, 
^^^he vessel here should also be a schooner, to draw not more than six 
:Aet of water, to be able to navigate the channels between the Islands 
^fl^d the main land« Her duty should be to protect the extensive 
'^poastiiig trade between New-Orleans, Mobile, &c. to watch and 
guard Mobile Bay, and its tributary streams^^nd in fact tlie line of 
rifi^oiistfrom Mobile Point to Lake Borgne. Passe Heron, or its vi- 
M&iiiity, might be her permanent station, from which one or two boats 
ifdiould always be cruising to the westward, and one kept with her- 
lielf to watch and guard the Bay. 

f i I have thus pointed out the most eligible positioiA to attain the ob- 
ject required, tlic nature of the defences, and the manner of employ- 
lifl^ tiiem. If these are adopted, a great moral and national good 
tpill be the result^ for, by destroying every source of acquiring 
il^ealtli by the precarious means of illicit commerce, the people will 
p^ necessarily diverted from it, into other and more laudable chan- 
jiels of honorable emjiloyment, particularly in a country courting the 

nd of Industry, and inviting ttie resources of Genius, of Arts, anS 

AgricuItiH*e; where liberal and enlightened laws operate alike on 
ml leave to all alike the road to preferment in every department 

life. 

JAMES EAMAGE 

United States^ sclmner Hornet, 

•12fA October, 18ig, 



^ V President of the Board of JSIavy Commissioners, 
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o CmaneAorc Johx Rodg^bs, U.8. J(havy, 



Washington. 



h.. 



United States' Schooiteb Hoiwbt^ 
Entrance of the River J^tississippi, 20th October, 1819* 

Sni : . JDuring a Insure moment lately at sea, I 4rew out the ui- 
dietch, for the defence and protection of onr commerce and 
eiiiie in the Gulf of Mexico, near to the river Mississip)[ii. The 
istons piratical depredations and other criminal practices tiiat 
been lately commuted, and indeed have so long existed in this 
of the Union, raider some elBcient measures of this nature 
destruction absolutely necessary; as well for the honor and 
of our country as to pitKluce a moral revolution in tiie habits 
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of a people, who have not yet shaken off all the corruptioAs incidciit 
to a former dynastj' — and, I am very sorry to ohserve, t^t as tke 
human mind is more prone towards evil than good, that too many of 
our own brethren who have emigrated bitber^havehecome the abettors, 
and in many instances, tlie principals, in scenes of culpable depravity; 
owing, no doubt, to the facility with which circumstances aided 
their natural propensity to acquire wealth — no matter whai the 
means* 

It is my humble opinion, that the adoption of some system, such 
as I have proposed, would confer, on our country and posterity, ad« 
Vnntages, which may be estimated by viewing the reverse of tbepor- 
spective,1f the yresent «tatc of things be permitted to exist, ii^apor' 
tion of our Union above all othicrs so highly iniportanf to tiie'gieiier- 
al welfare. 

I hope you have received my chart of tlie Harbour of Pensacola, 
and the letter which accompanied it — ^the views there taken, and tbe 
observations, are carefully drawn; I trust they will prove, at tint 
moment, acceptable to you. 

You perceive, sir, I take advantage of the kind permission y«i 
once gave roe, to correspond with you on nautical affairs. I havi 
troubled you much of late, not less as a duty than sit^pect and esteefl 
for talents which I am ever proud, and always endeavor, to imitaft*' 

I have tlie honor to be. Sir, 

With the highest respect. 

Your sincere and devoted servant, 

JAM£S RAMAGE. 

To Commodore Jony Rodgebs, 

U. 8. JVhvy, Washington. 
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JOHN M. CHAPRON, AND OTHERS, 



IN BBHALF OV THB 



FRENCH EMIGRANTS TO ALABAMA, 



EKGAGBD IN THB 



CULTIVATION OF THB VINB AND OLIVB- 



April 4, 18£0. 

Ordered to be printed for the me of the Seaate- 
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MEMORIAL. 



»NORABIiE THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
[JNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED: 



jrial of the undersigned respectfully sheweth: 

ur memorialists are interested in the contract entered into 
3 Yillar^ agent of the French emigrants, with the Honora- 

Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, by virtue of the 
igress, entitled ♦* An act to set apart and dispose of cer- 
: laiids, for the encouragement of the ctiltivation of the 
live,*' passed on the 3d day of March, 1817. That they 
iciate, and will hold in grateful remembrance, the gene- 
*ted in their behalf, and ^y are desirous of using all the 
heir power to promote the liberal designs of Congress, in 
tion of the vine and olive. That upwards of forty families 
single individuals, have already removed to and settled 
ind designated in tlie said contract, and some experiments 
dy been made, which give ample pi*omise, that the most 
xpectations will be answered. 

emorialists have it in contemplation, now, to employ their 
and use their best exertions, to fulfil the conditions of the 
ict, but many have hitherto been deterred from making 
8, chiefly by considerations, which they conceive it to be 

to submit to your honorable body. By referring to the 
erewith exhibited, it will appear, that a compliance with 
ibed conditions of cultivation and payment of the purchase 
imposed jointly on the whole of the grantees, and not seve- 
ich of them, in proportion to their i-cspective interest. As 
pended to the contract is composed of 347 persons, your 
sts cannot but entertain a nalural apprehension that some 
libers may fail to comply with what is requii*ed of tliein, 
istion may thence ai*ise^ after the labors and sacrifices ot' 
;ars, on a new settlement, whetlier those who have honestly 
illy complied with the conditions of cultivation, and are 
ay the purchase money in proportion to their interest, may 
eluded fi*om obtaining their patent by the neglect of some, 
Y of otliers, and the cteath of many /who may not be repre- 
*cumstances^ over whichv your memorialists have no con- 
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trot Tet, your memorialiats are adriBed fliat swA would be Ae 1^ 
cons^uction of the contract under which they hold tb«r intoMta 
the grant; and they beg leave to refer to tbe proviso contained ii Oe 
3d section of the said act, which directs that "No patent duH iam 
until complete payment shall hare beeA made for tke -mMtfim 
tmcnshipif" as confirminR such a construction. 

Your memorialiats need not enlarge upon the injorioss 
to the settlement, which incertitnde on so important a point,' ianl- 
ving their rights to the reward of their industry, may cnat^ lai 
they have therefore approached your honorable body wttt the An 
going representation, under the Iwpe, and with a pnjm; Oat aa ad 
maybe passed, supplementary to the aaid act of Ihrci 3ir 1»17, 
providing, that each grantee, on faithfully complying with tte coa- 
ditions o? the said contract, and paying tiie purchase Tavney in |n> 
portion to his separate interest, may be entiti«4 to noim a IM 
for such interest. 

And, as In duty bound, will ever pray, ho. 

John M. ChuniB, 
8. F. NidUet, 
M. Thouron, 
J. BwUe, 
L. Sualgnac 
A. Dnpuoy; ^r. 
Cha. Bnigia«, 
F. Teterel, 
H. A. Freoaye, 
F. Droiwt, 
PkitadOphia, ilitJUartA, 1830. 



J. Dubany, 

Fr. Bavesies, 
A.FuToiutt, 
H. Foumiffi 
Martin Pii^^ 
It^artin, 
Th. Sevelingfi, 
JoaqA Har^ 
VoiTwtiw. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Apbil 5, 1820. 



Mr. Smith, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill for the relief of John H. Piatt, with instructions 
to make a detailed statement of facts connected with the claim of 
John H* Piatt, presented the following 

IMPORT: 

That, on the £6th day of January, 1814, John H. Piatt entered in- 
to a written contract with the honorable John Armstrong, then Secre- 
tary for the Department of War, that he, John H. Piatt would supply, 
and issue, all the rations that should be required of *him, for the use 
of the United States, at all and every place, or places, where troops 
were or might be stationed, marched, or recmited, witliin the limits 
of the states of Ohio, and Kentucky, and the Michigan territory and 
Northern Vicinity, thirty days' notice being given of the post or 
place where rations might be wanted, or the number of troops to be 
fiimished on their mardi, from the 1st day of June, 1814, to the 3 1st 
day of May, 1815, both days inclusive, at the following prices, that 
is to say: at any place where rations shall be issued, at Detroit, 
Fort Wayne, and their vicinities, for twenty cents the ration. At 
Chicaga, and Michilimackinac, for twenty-three cents the ration. At 
any other place where troops were or might be stationed, or recruii- 
ed, in the Michigan territory, or in Canada, in the vicinity of the 
upper lakes, and in the state of Ohio, north of the Indian boundary, 
and west of Cleveland, at nineteen cents the ration, except at St.^ 
Joseph's, and such other posts as might be established on the Canada 
shore of said lakes, where the price of the ration was to be twenty- 
three cents* At all other places in tlie state of Ohio, at sixteen cents 
the ration. And at all places in the state of Kentucky, at thirteen 
cents eight mills the ration. It was by that contract stipulated, that 
all supplies were to be delivered at the posts where they should be re- 
quired, without expense to the United States. By this contract it is 
required, that Mr. Piatt should render his account to the accountant 
of the Department of War> for settlement, at least once in every three 
months^ 

The petitioner rests his claim upon three grounds. First, the de- 
jNreciation of money advanced to him by the goveiiiment. Secondly, 
the failure of the government to make the advances, which, under the 
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'o«mbIe.the petitioner t^ mee^.tbeso damagesy tbe Secretary of 
r allowed him the sum of g 21,000: though the petitioner him- 
never paid anjr damages, nor were any ever exacted of him. And 
was acknowledged by the petitioner to be the fact* Then, so 
from the petitioner having the claim for damages oh protested 
i, this 2 21,000 appears to form another large item allowed on 
ground of alleged hardship* 

!owever,it does not appear that the petitioner was so largely in 
uice with the government, for he acknowledges, in his letter to 
committee, that his balance was only jS 162,051 28* In ttiis let- 
he admits he had received of the government at sundry times, 
ediately after entering into the contract, several sums of money, 
'ell as acknowledging the sum of 847,000, which h^d remained 
is hands since the year 1813, at which time, he had acted as com- 
»ry to the North Western Army, which, together with titc other 
5 which he had actually received, amounted to S 107,000. 
tit, whatever mig^it have been his advances, up to January, 1815, 
ppears that all his drafts were then settled by the government^ 
S 50,000 paid him in advance; and after that period it docs n6t 
;ar that the petitioner was, at any time, in advance with tlie go- 
iment* 

he third ground upon which the petitioner rests his claim, is^ the * 
*ise of provisions above his contract pi*icc, against which, he al- 
3, the then Secretary of War assui*ed him, early in January, 
i, he should be. indemnified. He states tliat, (nm\ a regard to his 
safety, he came on to the seat of government in the latter end of 
rear 1814, with a determination to abandon his contract; because, 
he failure of the government to advance him money and pay h'm 
I, drawn on the War Department, by which he was subjected to 
payment of interest, damages, and premiums, and loss of ci^edit; 
the rise in tlie price of provisions, it would be ruinous to his in-' 
it, &c* This, he days, he gtated to several of his friends, who 
sed him to have an interview with the then Secretary of War, now^ 
President or the United States* That he did so; and informed 
of his determination; and that the Secretary was very pressing 
he should continue to supply the Noi*th Western Army; ^* and as-* 
d him he should not be injured, or that the government would do 
justice/' Relying upon this assurance, he continued to supply 
army* " Your petitioner states, tliat the provisions furnished 
equent to the above assurance of the Secretary of War, cost 
h more than the price stipulated by the contract'* 
he petitioner insists, upon this assurance, he has a nght to de* 
d of the government the sum which the supplies cost him, be- 
I the contract price, which he alleges was considerable* To 
e the rise in the price of provisions, after the first of January, 
i, lie offers his own affidavit, in which he says the difference wasi 
ly one hundred per cent. The letter of Mr* J* S* Swearing^n 
as, that, as his opinion, at that season of the year provisions 
d not have been delivered at Detroit, for leas than forty five or 
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fifty cents ptt rmtton; Mr* D. H^A^rttmr stat^, as liiii o]H]ikm; Urn 
provisions forwarded, in the wiifter of 1815, firom Obio to Detroit 
cost the contractor much more than the contract price, perfasqiB Ahi- 
ble. That tibe rise of provisions was very great where the payment 
was made in papor money. 

Jacob Fowler' and H» Glenn, who were the purchasing agents of 
Mr. Piatt, say, in their respective affidavits, made for the jiurpose of 
manifesting this fact, << After the instructions received from Mr. Piatt, 
supplies were purchased at an advance price, hut at the lowest price 
tliat they could be procui*ed for/' It is reasonable to suppose that 
these agents ought to have known precisely the prices of provisioiifl^ 
both before and after the instructions, and tliat this diffci^nce could 
be showed^ as it is not to be presumed that the petitioner woild in- 
trust agents with the disbursement of such a large 30m of money, and 
requite from them no better account than their own recollection, or 
their own jirobable conjecture, of the manner in which it had been 
expemled. And this was the more to be expected if the petitioner in- 
tended to rely upon the assurances of the Secretary of War for in- 
demnity against the rise of provisions, otherwise no fair estinats 
could be made by which to graduate his indemnity. 

But, whether these assurances were given by the Secretary of War 
is doubted. To prove they were given, the petitioner offers the fol- 
low ing evidence: 

First, a letter from general Parker, addressed to the President of 
the United States, dated the 27th January, 1820, in which general 
Parker states that Mr. Piatt was an able officer and agent duringliie 
war; that, when he came on in 1814 with a view of abandoning his 
conti-act, he made it known to himself, and that he remonstrated 
against such a course; and after Mr. Piatt had had two or thrre in- 
tcrviews with the now President, then Secretary of War, Mr. Piatt 
informed him that <^he had received assurances of indemnity against 
loss on his iui*ther supplies, which fully satisfied him, and he wonM 
devote his property and credit wholly to the service on^hose assa- 
rances." 

. Secondly, he offers tlie letter of Mr. John McClain, dated the 5tfc 
January, 1816, addressed to the President of the United States, who 
was Secretary of War when Mr. Piatt came on in 1814, toabandoa 
his contract. Mr. McClain says he believes he had not a disttet 
recollection of the precise w^rds used, but gives what he tbinks paas* 
ed at an interview between Ml*. Monroe, then Secretary of War, and 
Mr. Piatt <*Mr. Piatt's drafts were not paid but protested, he ua- 
derstood at one time, for want of funds, and he was held liidile for 
the money by the banks, with damages, on account of the protest 
Thedrafts> he understood, amounted to Si 50,000; he understood from 
Mr. Piatt that he had furnished supplied exceeding in amount' by 
250/)00 the sum stated to have been advanced by him ^rior to tile 
oonversation. Upon this ^*the Secretary promised to do ^every thiog 
in his power for Mr. Piatt, and requested him to furnish the sop^ici 
under any circumstances that should occur, and observed^ (as he on- 
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>d») fhnC be shimld Jiave justice ddne himr of tiifil he should hot 
ired, or words to that import He well remembered that Mr. 
observed to him after they left Mr. Monroe^ thatihe was deter- 
to rest on the assurances given, and to go on in furnishing all 
iplies required, if the government did not advance him a single 
; that he thought he could do this from his influence with i^e 
, and the credit of his friends/' 

3 letter was laid before the hon. Wm. H. Crawford, who was 
ary of War at the time Mr. Piatt settled his accounts with that 
tment, and <<was at that time duly considered, and would have 
inclusive in favor of the claim of the petitioner, in the absence 
ither evidence.'* ' 

Mr. Secretary Crawford, to whom the committee applied for 
lation, informed them that the evidence opposed to that oficrcd 
) petitioner was, that Pi-esident Monroe had no recollection of 
ch promise made to Mr. Piatt, whilst he was Secretary of War. 
the statement made by the petitioner himself, in a letter to bin 

Hugh Glenn, dated Washington, the 10th January, 1815^ in 
he says nothing of the assurance of the Secretary of War^ but 
3 him to go on and supply the army; and then says, ^'Ishall rely 

on the liberality of my government for remuneration for any 
I may sustain." Also, the petitioner laid before Mr. Secretary 
!brd, at the time of his settlement, *<a memorial of the petitioner, 
in the month of May, 1815, addressed to the Secretary of War, 
ch it was attempted to prove, that, for all rations i/ssued by him 
ians, and to the distressed inhabitants of the Michigan territory, 
) to receive a sum equal to what they had cost him, as he was not 
by his contract to make such issues. The necessary inference 
bat at the time it was written, only four months after the assu- 
( of indemnity against all loss was alleged to have been made 

Secretary of War, the petitioner was utterly ignorant of any 
issurances." 
i for these countervailing proofs, Mr. Secretary Crawford 

have settled Mr. Piatt's claim, upon the principles for which 
N contends. 

DO the claim was rejected by Mr. Crawfordy Mr. Tench Ring- 
irho was the immediate agent for the Secretary of War, when 
issurances were said to have been given, and a principal clerk 
War Department, states that he was pi*esent at the Interviews 
en Mr. Piatt and the Secretary of War, when Mr. Piatt came 
December, 1814, and proposed to abandon his contract, but 
; nothing more was intended by what the Secretary of War said 
hat Mr. Piatt should be indemnified against his losses for pre- 
H damages on protested hilhr &c« by allowing legal interest, 
linggold says that he was directed to procure, and he did pro- 
&m pay to Mr. Piatt SlOO,Q00 to relieve himself from the de^ 
I then against him» and 250,000 in cash to enable him to contl- 
supplies. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

April 5, 1820. 



te CoflDnittee on Indian Affkirs^ to whom was referred the message 
of Die President of the United States of the 17th ultimo, on &e 

^ subject of an appropriation for holding a treaty with the Creek 

* and Cherokee Indians, 



L.*- 



'^ >*«?v 



IPORT: 

^^That, hy the fourth article of the articles of agreement and cession 

^ red into on the 24th of Apri), 1802, between the United States 

the state of Georgia, it is stipulated <^ that the Uhited States 

at their own expense, extinguish, for the.use of Greorgia, as 

as the same can be peaceably obtained on reasonable terms, the 

title to all the lands within the state of Georgia." The com* 

are of opinion that, as the state of Georgia is desirous of mak< 

iiirther acquisition of the Indian lands within her limits, and 

ming it may be done on reasonable terms, they recommend an 

nation to be made for that purpose. But, as there is a bill, 

has passed the House of Representatives, and is now before 

ate, in which provision is made for that object, the committee 

t unnecessary to report a bill. 
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IN SENATE OF THE TJNITEB STATES, 

Apsil 5> 18£0. 



5 Committc(3 on Post Offices and Post Roads, t^ whom was re- 
erred the petition of Joseph Timberlake^ Deputy Postmaister at 
Fredericksburg, in Virginia^ 



PORT thebeon: 



The petitioner states, that the post-offiCe at l^redericksbtirg is a 
iding post-office; and that the great number of mails received and 
de up there, renders the duties more laborious than those of any othei* 
9t-office south of the City of Washington* That the whole of tiie 
loluments, accruing at the said office, amounts to Si 133 3* And 
it he is subjected to expenses, for the salary and board of an as-» 
tant, rent of an office^ fuel, candles, &c. the sum of 575 dollars; 
vlng only 8 558 3, for his compensation^ and the petitioner prays 
an increase of the same. 

The Committee further repbrt, that thierie are Upwards of 3600 
t-offices in different parts of the United^States; and that the com- 
isation to the respective deputy postmasters is generally propor- 
led amongst them according to tiie services they have to perform, 
at there are but few cases in which particular acts of Congress 
'e been paissed, granting additional compensation to postmasters, 
I that, if it was done in behalf of the petitioner, the Post-office 
partment, as wt^U as Congress, would probably be overwhelmed^ 
:Ji applications and petitions of a similar nature. 
The Committee furtiier report, That^ hiBretbfore, thb postmasterr 
leral has had little difficulty in getting the duties of the several 
it-offices performed, in a satisfactory manner, for Ihe emoluments 
w allowed by law. They therefore recommend the adoption of 
i following resolution: 

Resolved, that it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petif- 
pjer^ 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 



April 5, 1820. 



r. IiEAKEy ff*oin tbe Committee on Indian Affairs, who were* ia« 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for the aboli- 
tion of the system of Indian trade, established by a law of the £d 
of March, 1811, which has been continued in force until the 3d of 
March, 1821, and for the disposition of the goods and pro})erty of 
the United States; and for the payment of the prodeeds thereof, 
and of the funds vested in this trade, into the Treasury, made the 
following 

SPORT: 

That, from the year 1775, to August, 1786, our Indian relations 
're regulated by the agencies of commissioners, who executed, un- 
r the direction of the Congress, such arrangements as were, from 
le to time, deemed best by that body to be adopted; and pursued 
b a. course of policy as was thought best calculated to promote 
^{jeace of the frontiers, and the welfare of the Indians. The In- 
^s, under the first system, were divided into three departments; 

northern, middle, and southern. Five commissioners were ap- 
^tied for the southern department, and two for the middle and 
t:]iern. 

k^mnong the first arrangements which your committee find to have 
n^ adopted, were those which embraced a system of trade with the 
i^^ns, and the privilege of prosecuting it was confined to those 
^ should first provide a license from one or more of tlie commis* 
^«rs of each respective department; and no person was permitted 
^^ade, except at sxvdi posts and places as the commissioners for each 
^u^ment should respectively appoint. On the 29th of April, 1776^ 
^as resolved by the Congress, that no ti*aders ou^ht to go into 

Indian country, without license frotn the agent in the department, 
^, that care be taken by him to prevent exorbitant prices for goods 
i)g exacted from the Indians. Measures were adopted, also, in the 
^e year, though on a limited scale, for the introduction, amongst 
Uie of the tribes, of civilization and Christianity; and Ihe acts of 
f^se earlier times are characterized with kindness^ and a solicitude 
T the welfare of the Indians. 
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pdttee on Indian aflfaiys^ in >the H6nse of Representatives^ on the 
^ January last, it appears, that, of the 2300,000 appropriated in 
jtKt 1811, not more than £290,000 hare been drawn from the 
liflpiryy from which it is proper to deduct 210,000 on account of 
IR oontractod by the Indians, in their intercourse witti the factory, 
l^fttFort Willunson; and which was secured to the United States 
ihe treaty of Fort Wilkinson, but has not as yet 'been paid over to 
oftce of superintendent; also, 84^,369 61 for property destroyed 
lie enemy during the late war. This would reduce the capital ac- 
Kr employed in the Indian trade, to 2236,360 39; the gain ap- 
ly to be the difference between this amount and 2308,855,45, 
likis 2r2,£25,06.^ 

Rto several acts now in force require that the factors and assist- 
sball engage in their duties upon fixed salaries, and be 

firom the prosecution of any trade, directly or indirectly^ ex- 
k^ptttiic public account, under bond and security, and an oath of 
Qp^' They also require that semi-annual returns be made of all the 
MpMPttMis of each factory respectively, to the Secretary of the Trea- 
i^ JM duplicate accounts to be rendered quarter yearly, one copy 
pieiit to the Secretary of the Treasury, and the other to be sent 
B^nperintendent of Indian trade. 

Il^ears, therefore, that this system is as litUe liable to abuse, as 
IgMBm could be, which is conducted by public agents, and carried 
Ipii the public account; and notwithstandingthe losses occasion- 
Kihe enemy, in the late war, and the great embarrassment under 
Wthis trade has labored, occasioned by the opposing influence of 
tei many unprincipled private traders, it has still sustained it- 
1^ unless it be proper to tax the trade with the annual disburse- 
■i made out of the specific annual appropriations for the pay of 

intendent and agents attached to the factory system. Tour 
do not conceive it was intended to be so, for whether the 
ivy system be abolished, or not, agents must still be employed, 
fWiA, in order to keep up a friendly intercourse \dth the Indians^ 
^9 carry into effect that policy which the United States have so 
(-flince adopted, for the benevolent purpose of civilizing the In* 
1% and relieving their wants, and rendering their condition more 
ifertable, by directing their attention to agriculture and domestic 
m&ctures. 

Notwithstanding the situation of the Indians, upon our borders^ 
t been greatly ameliorated by the present system, yet, owing to 
imperfection of the mode of granting licenses to private traders^ 
beneficial effects of the system have not been so extensive as they 
hi have been, had the mode of granting those licenses been better 
tdttled; with a view to this end, your committee prepared and 
lented a bill, for the better regulation of the private intercourse 
b the Indians; which bill has passed the Senate, and is now before 
House of Representatives. Should this bill eventually become a 
, it is believed that the trade with the Indians will be placed on a 
iog better caleulated to promoite the benevolent intentions of the 
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IN SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES, 

Afrix 6, 1820. 



he Committee of Claims^ to whom was referred the petitidh of Mft-* 

thew L70119 submit the following 

EPORT: 

The petitioner prays for the reimbursement of a fine of 1,000 dol- 
urs, and 100 dollars costs of prosecution paid by him according to 
tie sentence of a court of the United States^ which prosecution had 
«en had under the sedition law« Also for compensation for a hun- 
ired and twenty-three days as a member of Congress, having been 
ireTented from attending his duties by an imprisonment, consequent 
n the prosecution aforesaid, together with interest on the said sete- 
fU sums from the time of payment, or from that when they became 
pe, wlttureasonable allowances for personal suffering and injury to 
lis private affairs* 

liliere has been no document referred to the committee, excepting 
lie petition: this gives, however, a particular detail of the origin, 
|f9gress, and determination of the prosecution and consequences 
growing out of it to the petitioner. The character of the sedition law 
las long been settled in public opinion* From the petitioner's state- 
Mnt, the committee cannot but conclude there was great injustice 
lid harshness exercised toward the petitioner in the coitimencement 
iiid progress of the prosecution, and that the sentence was excessive^ 
y, if not vindictively, severe* 

The trial, conviction, and impHsonment of the petitioner, at*e facts 
00 notoriously known to adfnit of doubt, even in the absence of the 
record of the court, and other documentary evidence; and the c6m- 
aittee presume the payment of fine occurred in manner stated in the 
letition*^ 

A report from the Department of State^ made in pursuance of a call 
f the Senate, communicates (be fact that no evidence exists^ in tb^ 
ossession of the government^ that any money has ever been p|(id in* 
D the Treasury on account of fines levied under the seditioJEi laWf . 
The committee, as before noticed* can hardly doubt but that t|ie peti» 
loner's fine has been piud according to his sentencoi and if it hiuL 
nally rested ia the hands ot tiie officer of the cwrt, |be efilM^t of tip 
^Y/0 ill this instance^ has resulted in tteiMVt fla^ouftwroi;^ 
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APRIL 6, 1820. 



Committee of Claimsy to \irhom has bera referred the petition 

of George Lovef 



iglPBCTFinXT BEPOttT: 





i 



IN SENATE OP THE UNtTBD STATES, I 



^The petitioner represents himself to be the only heir of his father, 
Pbomas Love, who, he alleges, served as a surgeon in the revolu- » 

army; in woof of wbioh heirship and service, he offers the 

of Jane Logan. The petitioner appears to have no claim l|' 

Svemment, judgingfrom his own statement. The annexed 
>m the Treasury Depairtment, the Committee deem to be 



.^sive evidence of this fact He following resolution is tii^re- ^ ' ^ I 

submitted: '^ 

Ived, that tiie prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. " ^ i 




Tbbasvrt Depabtment, TAtrd Jiuditar^s OffUe, 

Jipril 3d, 1820. « 

Sir: I have the honor to return the petition of George Love, re- 
~ to this office. The object of the petitioner appears to be the 
ment of an allowance, to which he is under an impression he 
law entitled, as heir at law of his father, who is represented to 
been a surgeon during the revolutionary war. Pnesuming the . > 
tion has reference to we act granting pensions to the oflldsrs^ ^ 

soldiers of the revolutionary army, and that act making no pro-^* > 
n for the heirs of deceased officers or soldiers of the revolutiojn, » 
allowance can consequentiy be made to the petitioner. i'^ 

I have had reference to tiie records of the revtdflntioii^y army, 
lar as they have been preserved, and cannot find tiie nanoie of the 
of the petitioner as serving to the 6M of tiie war: indeed, ^ 



%f^ 



^ 
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JN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

April 8, 1820. 



The Committee of Claims^ to whom was referred the petition of Le* 

muel Bent, 

31EP0RT: 

That the petitioner, formerly a paymaster in the army of the Unit- 
ed States, prays an act of Congress to relieve him from an execution 
issued against him on a judgment obtained by the United States for 
upwards of eiglit thousand dollars, which amount, the petitioner 
9ays, has been faithfully disbursed iathe public service; but alleges 
ftata bundle of voucheins, and a book in which his transactions as 
paymaster were kept, have been lost or mislaid for many years, and 
^at he has never been able to find any trace of them. He further 
titates that many of the circumstances, set forth in his petition, could 
llave been proved by colonel Parker, whom he had summoned as a 
witness; but that he unfortunately became deranged before the trial, 
and is since dead. The petitioner declares himself utterly unable to 
pay the amount of the execution; and asks Congress to allow him the 
amount of the balance standing against him, which he solemnly avers 
he is entitled to in justice and equity. No document a<:companied the 
petition; and the statement of tlie Third Auditor of tlie Treasury, 
hereto annexed, does not appeanto the committee to exhibit that dili- 
gence and punctuality on the part of the petitioner which would enti- 
Ue him to the relief prayed for, without some additional evidence of 
the equity of his claim, and the propriety of allowing it. The com* 
mittee, therefore, submit tlie following i*esoIution: 

Besolved, That tlie petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 



Theasuky Depaetment, 

^pril 5th, 1820. 

Sib: I have the honor to return the petition of Lemuel Bent, to- 
gether with a report of the Third Auditor of the Treasury, which 
contains all the information in the possession of the Department, that 
is applicable to the petitioner's case. 

I remain, with respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Hon. JONATHAH ROBERTS, 

Chairman Committee of Claims* 
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TbUBASUfty D£rARTM£9T» 

Third Auditor'^ OFFicKf 

April Ath, 1820. 



Tht Third Auditor of tiie Treadliry has tiie honor to report, mfl» 
ease of the petition of Lemuel Bent, late a pajrmaster of the 8tiirq;i- 
inent United States infantrj, referred to him by the Secretvy of te«^^ 
Treasury, that it appears, from the books of the late Accoutait ef 1 1 
the War Department, that Mr. Bent received, between Ik I6lk 
]ifi^7f 17^99, and the IstMay, 1802, the sum of 879,254 57*,u&it 
kppears, from a letter written by the Accountant to Mr. Bent* «i 
the 2d December, 1803, that Mr. Bent's accounts were on thtt4q| 
received from the Paymaster General, on which there appeared to k 
a balance of $ 11,902 81 due the United States; and, in thatkttoy 
the Accountant informed Mr. Bent that he had been informed, bjtiii 
Paymaster Greneral, that numerous unsuccessful calls had bees m$/k 
on him, for any additional vouchers he might have to render; andiii 
the same letter, the accountant renewed the call, and adoMiuAdL 
Mr. Bent thatif, they were not furnished, his accounts would ben* 
ported to the Comptroller of the Treasury for suit 

It further appears, from the books of the late Accountant, tiiiti 
settlement of Mr. Bent*s accounts took place on the 31st DecembcTf 
1803, when the following sums were admitted to his credit on accoot 
of the pay of the 8th regiment of infantry and general PinckncT*! 
staff, up to the 14th June, 1800, when disbanded, and for three raontfas 

g-atuitous pay. Pay of the army ... J( 60,215 15 
n account of the subsistence of officers of the 8th re- 
giment, and general Pinckney's staff, up to the 14tli 
June, 1800. Subsistence ... 

On account of the forage of the officers of tlie 8th re- 
giment of infantry, and General Pinckney's staff, to 
the 14th June, 1800. Forage ... 



5,874 



1,223 86 
867,313 89 

On this settlement, the balance found due, was jS 11,940 68, of, 
which Mr. Bent was apprised by the Accountant, and his attention 
again directed to the subject of rendering any additional vouchers he 
might have. 

On the 30th June, 1808, it appears, from the books of the late Ac- 
countant, that a second settlement of Mr. Bent's accounts was ma«k, 
when tlie following sums were passed to his credit. On account of 
bounties to the 8th regiment of infantry - - S 6,312 OO 

Premiums for enlisting . • . . | 034 00 



3 



laddentifl and contingent expenses paid to sundry of- 
ficers for sttfthnmrj^ p ootag> »4u>d travelling expenses, 
&c 4c« -..--- 
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633 55 



87,979 55 



sum being deducted from the balance of i 11,940 68, found 
flue on tiie settlement of the 3 1st December, 1803, leaves a balance 
S 3,961 13, which was transferred to the books of the Treasury 
the 30th September, 1813. The prqce^ing statement embraces all 
Mfe&cts exhibited by the books and letters of the late Accountant of 
Wkfi War Department, in relation to the accounts of Mr. Bent. It 
iMHiybe proper to add, that all Mr. Benf s vouchers, on which the 
ptfmaaui settlements were made, and his letters to the late Accoun- 
on the subject of his accounts, are presumed to have been burnt 
the public buildings in August, 1814; but, it appears, from the 
taoit's letters to Mr. Bent, that every thing (with the excep- 
<rf one or two small items) for which vouchers had been render- 
admitted to his credit in the settlements of the 31st Decem- 
03, and 30th June, 1808. 
papers are returned. 

PETER HAGNER, JivdiUn-. 

8bcb£Taby of the Treasury. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES^ 



AniL 10^ 18£0< 



Mr. Babbovb submitted tlie following motions for consideration 
which were ready and ^ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 



Besolved, That the Federal Government is a government of limited 
^wers, and can rightfally exercise such only as are expressly given 
it by the Constitution^ or such as are properly mcident to an ex- 
press power^ and necessary to its execution. 

Btsolvedf That Congress cannot constitutionally pass any law 
concerning the press: and, therefore, that the Sedition Act was a 
palpable assumption of power; directly at variance, as well with the 
spirit as the letter of the constitution. 

Resolvedf That where the people of the United States are enda« 
maged in their property by unconstitutional exercises of authority^ 
and such damage xan be fixed with certainty, the suflferers are enti- 
tled to indemnity, if it can be done without hazarding the public 
welfare. 

Resolvedf therefoTe^ That the amount of fines collected under the 
sedition act should be refunded to those from whom they were ex- 
acted; and that the bill now pending before the Senate, for the relief 
of Matthew Lyon, be re-committed to the Committee which brought 
it in, with instructions so to amend it, as to embrace all such cases. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 



Apbu. 11, 1820. 



The committees of conference upon the disagreeing votes of the 
TO Houses on the bill entitled ** An act making appropriations for 
e Military service of the United States for the year one thousand 
ght hundred and twenty/' have met; and have conferred concerning 
e same, but have been unable to come to any agreement thereupon. 
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Bf SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES, 

AfbUi 11^ 1820. 



e Committee on Naval Affairs^ to whom was referred the petition 
if John B, Timberlake, have had the same under consideration, 
ind thereupon submit the following 

iPORT: 

The petitioner states, that he was appointed a purser in the navy 
the year 1809; that^ during the late war with Great Britain, he 
ed in that capacity, first on board the frigate United States, and 
srwards on board the frigate President, both under the command 
Dommodore Decatur; that, after the capture of the Macedonian 
the United States, the latter, with her prize, returned into the 
t of New-Tork, where a dinner was given by the citizens of that 
ce to the ofBcers and crew of the United States, at which nearly 
whole of the crew were permitted to attend; that a number of 
m, taking advantage of the situation, deserted, and did not return 
their duty, being considerably indebted to the petitioner, at the 
\e, for articles furnished them whilst on board, advances made, &c,; 
Hf on settling his accounts, at the department, he has only been 
owed the amount due to those who deserted up to the time of such 
lertion, though the balance due him^ in many instances^ was con* 
terably more than the pay due them. 

Fhe petitioner further states, that, near the end of the war, the 
^ident frigate sailed on a cruise, and, soon after leaving port, fell 
with a British squadron, by which she was ultimately captured; 
t, during the chase, a quantity of articles were thrown overboard^ 
order of tlie commander, to lighten the ship, among which was a 
mtity of stores, tlie private property of the pietitioner, put on board 
the use of the crew, in conformity, with the usage of the naval 
trice, the said property consisting of groceries and other articles, 
[^he petitioner further states, that, wh^ the President was taken 
session of by the enemy, he lost, among a variety of other atlicles, 
books, on which all the entries of articles, &.c. furnished to tho 
I were made; that the said books would not be ^ven up by the 
nny, and that all he could get was a certificate, from the purser of 
British ship, that they were detained by autliority; that, on their 
irn to this country, he was ordered by Coitimodore Decatur to 
' off the men as well as he could, but they, knowing he had lost 
books, would admit that they had received very few articles, in 
sequence of which he has been subjected to considerable loss in 
Jing his accounts at the department, where no allowance is made 
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on accoant of such articles furnished the men, thoueii the peftUkmer 
has oflTered to supply the absence of the book by collateral proof df 
the most respectable charact^. He coficllid^ Iqf pray3i% the pas- 
sage of a law authoiising the settlement of his accounts, by thepr^ 
per department, on principles of liberality and equity, &c. 

The committee, having attentively examined this case, observe 
that the petition presents three grounds for relief; the first pn»» 
duodd by the desertion of the men at New-Tork; the second, by tb 
loss of the private stores thrown overboard during the chase irf tht 
President; ai|d tiie third, by tjie loss of books on ti^e csptare 
ship. 

The^ Committee think it reasonable that an allowance, sach as is 
prayed for, should be made, on account of the desertion of ^ mea 
at New York. It is customary for fhe pursers of the aarji ti). «#: 



certain articles, at a certain profit, to the seamen; this is alkw^l 
by the regulations of the service; the articles which may be this soli 
are enumerated, and the profit also stated which the purser is aUov- 
eA to make. When the purser comes to pay off the men, he retdiii 
the amount of account against them out of the pay due tiiem. Af- 
mitting the whole of the crew to go on shore, was a departure fitMS 
the usual custom, and could only be justified by the peculiar drcuin- 
stances of the case — the state of public feeling, &c« which indscdl 
the officers to assent to the seamen all going on shore agreeably it 
invitation. The lar^ desertion is undoubtedly to be ascribed ti , 
this causey and the Committee think an allowance ought to be maik 
to the purs^ for advances made to such men, though be has only 
been allowed to retain the amount of pay due them up to the tiffleol 
their desertion. The Committee herewith report a Bill to afford the 
relief sought on thh part of the petition. As to the private stores 
lost, and the loss sustained by the retaining the books of the petition- 
er, the Committee are of opinion that no relief can be granted. The 
private stores of the purser are his own private adventure; he Pi^ 
tliem on board for the purpose of selling to the crew, wiiich he ootf 
at a limited, but liberal, profit; this, no doubt, is a considerable oft- 
JQCt in seeking after the appointment of a purser in the navy witb tf 
much eagerness as we know*' these places are sought. The go^-eiv* 
nient certainly never meant to become insurers in these cases; i^ 
this been the case, the records of the Department, or the Ads « 
Congress, would afford at least one precedent to justify the p^ 
application; but the Committee believe that there is no esse iin ^ 
found, ill which indemnity has been made to the purser by thegov^ 
ment for such loss, nor do they think it just that the governn^ 
should make good such losses. The pursers might, in all insUn^ 
insure their property, and would no doubt be justified in d9rfil 
the insurance on the articka retailed, as in all other cascSi IJ 
petitioner states thatinsurance was so high, that it would have*- 
s6rbed all the profits in this pai-ticnlar case: the Committee *> "Jfl 
think the high rat? of insurance changes the principle which ou^^ J^ 
(Oven theaecases. The Committee are unable to see the justice vj 
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iplicatiott for relief under the third head^ viz: the loss of Ids 
on the capture of the ship« The articles diarged to the men 
merely private property, the^public not being interested in the 
besides, tiiere can hardly be a doubt but copies of these books 
;hare been obtained. It is understood to be the practice to do- 
ill books and papers which may be conducive to the condem* 
1 of the ship, ascertaining the number of men on boards fcc. in 
met of admiralty, there to be kept; it is presumable that a copy 
ibook mig^l^havebeen obtained by the petitioner* Upon the 
», the Committee think the petiti<Mier has no claim on the go- 
lent for the private stores lost, nor for any loss he may have 
ned on account of the books taken firom the ship by the enemyt 
i settlement of his accounts with the men. They recommend to 
louse the following resolution: 

(ofoed. That the prayer of the petition, so far as relates to the 
Kst named grounds of reUef^ ought not to be granted. 






f 

J 






/ 



I J 

K^^ 



{113]- 



IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Apbix 13, 1820. 



1 



^ 



Leake, from the Committee on Ihdian AflTairsy to whom wds 

ferred the bill entitled ' An act for the relief of Jacob Konkopot, | 

id others, of the nation of Stockbridge Indians, residing in the 

ate of New-York,* reported the saine, without amendment, ac- 

>mpanled by the following 

PORT : 

bat the petitioners state, that, in the year 1813, in consequence 
n invitation from the Secretary of War, accompanied with a pi*o« 
) that they should be fed, paid, and supplied, as the troops of the 
ted States, they entered into the service of the United States, some 
\ in September of that year, and served about two months, under 
command of (general Wilkinson; that they have never received 
compensation for said senice, except forty dollars; they there- 
pray relief. 

tie evidence in support of this claim is a contract entered into, < 

reen J. W* Jacobs, on the part of the petitioners, and General ^ \ 

kinson, on the part of the United States, by which it was stipulat- - 

that the petitioners, consisting of John W. Jacobs, w*ho was 
ie captain, Jacob Konkopot, lieutenant, and thirty-five wan*iors, 
lid serve in the army of the United States for tlie term of two 
itbs, in consideration of which the said captain John W. Jacobs 
to. receive thirty dollars per month, lieutenant Jacob Konkopot 
to receive twenty, and each of the other thirty-five Indians were 
oceive eight dollars per month, exclusive of whicii they were to 
umished with certain articles of clothing mentioned in the said 
Itict, which contra^ is signed by John W. Jacobs and Jacob 
ikopotonly, and attested by R. C. Nicholas, major of the 12th 
meut of infantry, and H. Lee, jr. In addition to this contract, 
e is an affidavit of Jacob Konkopot, one of the petitioners, whicli 
^ that the petitioners served, agreeably to their contract, from 
SOth of September till about the 30th of November, 1813, and for 
^h they have received no consideration, except the sum of forty 
irs. This affidavit further states, that all tlie papers that have 
i in his possession, in relation to this transaction, have been sent 
le War Office. 

our committee discover, from a letter written by the Secretary of 
r to the Chairman of the Committee of Claims in the House of 
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Representatives, to whom this petition was then referred, that the 
contract made with General Wilkinson is the only docoment e?er 
sent to that office^ no muster roll, or other Youdier of any Uiid, is 
there to be found, and the contract, which is alleged to have beoi 
made between the petitioners and General WiliunsoB, is not aigiied 
by General Wilkinson, but only has the signature of two of the p 
titioners, and is not autiienticated in any manner whaterer; so mi 
it may be fairly said that there is no evidence that the service was 
actually rendered, except flie affidavit of Jacob Konkopot, one of tk 
petitioners, ^ut, as Indians are ignorant of the rules of proceedio|8 
in entering and leaving the army, it may be fairly fnsamed that 
they were not mustered either into or out of the service; and tfaa^a^ 
soon as they had served the time agreed on, they left the army, wftfc- 
out the performance of those ceremonies; and, as the bill which has 
been referred to your committee only authorizes the Secr^ary of War 
to ascertain and settle, upon the principles of justice and eqaitj, the 
claim of the petitioners, your committee th^fore reooDimeod ib 
passage* 
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PETITION OF SUSANNAH STEWART, 



Referred to him by a resolution of the Senate, of the Sd instant 



April id^ 18£0. 

Printed by order of the Senate of the United States. 
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1820. 
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THB tBVATB OV THE WITBD STATBS: 

lie Secretary of State, to whom, by a resolution of the Senate, 
lie third instant^ the petition of Susannah Stewart was referred, to 
dder and report thereon, has the honor of submitting to the Se- 
) tiie following report: 

bat it aroears the certificates claimed by the petitioner, were, on 
SOtli of December, 1814, deposited in the Department of State, 
^xed to a release, assignment and power, to the United States, 
n conformably to the first section of the << Act providing for the 
mniftcation of certain claimants of public lands in the Missis- 
i territory,'' passed on the 3 1st March, 1814. 
^hatyby the second section of the same act, of 31st March, 1814, 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attor- 
€teneral of the United States, were constituted and appointed a 
trd of Commissioners, with power to adjudge and determine upon i^ 

sufficiency of the releases, assignments, and powers, thus depo« 
d; and upon their decision, tiie President of the United States ^ 

I, by the third section of the same act, authorised and required to ) 

se to be issued from the Treasury, certificates of stock, payable 
a the proceeds of tiie sales of public lands in the Mississippi 
itory. 

Iiat, by virtue of an act passed on the £3d of January, 1815, 
elementary to the above, another Board of three Commissioners > 
substituted, with all the powers of the original board, and with 
er to appoint a secretary to receive, file, and preserve the papei*s, 
iments, and claims, presented to, and received by, the board, 
to enter and record ail their orders, proceedings, judgments, and 
rrainations. That, by the sixth section of an act, passed on the 
^f March, 1815, << further supplementary to the act of the 31st , 

r*ch, 1814, it was prescribed, that the releases, assignments, and i 

'^ers, thus received, should be recorded by the secretary of the ^^ 

i commissioners, and the said records returned, with all other \ 

crs and documents, in relation to SMd claims, whea the business 
he said commissioners should be closed, to the office of the Secre- 
r of State/' 

[liat the papers, now claimed by the petitioner, are among tiiose 
Lch have been returned to this office, conformably to this provision 
the law* But as neither that act, nor any subsequent act or re- 
ation of Congress has autiiorised the Secretary of State to dis* 
e of any of the papers, the attorney of the petitioner was informed, 
m his application to obtain them, that the authority of Congress 
9 alone competent to warrant tlie restoration of them to the pe- 
oner. ^ 
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BBPORT 



OF 



"sasxm ^mQisiw^AWSt (§>t^ @<siiif is^ 



OSr TBS PXTITIOH or 



ELIPHALET LOUD, AND OTH£RS, 



(Referred to him by a retolation of the Senate, of the 10th instant.) 



AFBI£ 18, 1820. 

Printed by order of the Senate of the United plates. 



wAsflnreTov : 

fBurm WW oa&n & tiaTov. 
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The Secretary of State^ to whom, by a resolution of the Senate, of 
the 13th inst. was referred the petition of Eliphalet Loud and others, ^ 

to consider and report thereon, has the honor of reporting: 

That the facts relative to tiie representations made on the part of 
this goTemment to that of Russia, in behalf of flie petitioners, are 
correctly stated by them, and that, since the 7th of July, 1818, the - 
latest date mentioned by them, another memorial has been addressed 
by the Minister of the United States at St Petersburgfa, to the Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs, a copy of which is herewith submitted. It 
does not appear, by any of the dispatches from Mr. Campbell, since 
received, that any answer to this memorial has been returned. 

JOHN QUINCY ADA»IS. 

Befartmekt of State, 
17th JiprU, 1820. 
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Ctmufkdlf Mmpoy Extraordinarf and Minister PUnipoienHart^ 
mi ttr United BtoUs ta Biana^ ta CmiaU Mssdrodc, Minister of 
weign Affairs nt 8L Feiersburg. 

le undaraqpied^ Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
of the United States 6f America^ has the honor to inform His 
(Uency Count de Nesaelrode, Secretary of State, that he has it 
ecial charge, from his government, to invite the attention of the 
mment oflus Imperial Miyesty totwo cases of individual claims 
son by citiaens of the United States, of longstanding, 
'these, one is that of the brigantine Hector, belonging to Israel 
*ndike, of Boston, commanded by Captain Luke Thorndike, 
h was captured by his Imperial Majesty's frigate Venus, ear- 
to the island of Tenedos, and there condemned with her caif;o 
.wfal jnizeinJune, IBOT, by sentence of a Committee of Prizes, 
nbled on board his Imperial Majesty's ship of war, the Iverday. 
other, that of the ship Commerce, belonging to the Weymouth 
irting Company, in the state of Massachusetts, commanded by 
tain Joseph Fend, which was taken by a privateer under the flag 
is Empire, carried into Corfu, and there condemned with her 

as lawful prize in — *— >, 1807, by a dea*ee of the Committee of 
es of that island. 

ese vessels with their cargoes, belonging to citizens of the U. States 
^ respectabili^, who were not only conscious of the purity of their 
motives in the instructions given respecting their voyages, but 
convinced, from the most satisfactory evidence, that, in conduct- 
hose voyages, no violation whatever of the laws and usages of na- 

had been committed, they applied to their government soliciting 
id in making their cases known to that of his Imperii Majesty; 
ig entire confidence, that, to procure the reversal of those con- 
latory decrees, and obtain that restitution to which they conceive 
iselves entitled, it was only necessary to have tiie circumstances, 
r which tiiose auptures and condemnations took place, so laid be- 
the view of his Imperial Majesty that the merits and justice of 

claims might fairly appear. For this purpose full statements of 
) cases were laid before the Imperial government, in October, 
, by Mr. Levett Harris, then Consul General of the United States 
t. Petersburg, with amjrie testimony to {nxive, it is conceived, the 
tice and irregularity of the captures, as well as of the condemna- 

1 consequent thereon; and, at tiie same time, a due claim for in- 
uty was made in behalf of the respectiTe claimants ibr the heavy 
8 tiiey had sustained. 

I reviewing these statements, and the evidence accompanying fbe 
, they appear so ample, and to support so conclusively the jus- 
^f those claims, that the undersigned forbears entering into new 
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detaik ontiie sabjectf and satisfies himself, for the prasest, %y reter- 
ring his Excellency ^e Secretarj of State to tboee doomiflBtiabea- 
dy in possession of the Imperial ^v^mHient 

He would not however fulfill his duty, conformably to &e iisliic- 
tions of his government, if he did not bring to fiie recoUectioii of Us 
Excellency, on this occasion, the leng^ of time that has elapsed ave 
the appeals in tiiose cases were brought before Uie Imperial go?en- 
ment, being nearly ten years, during which the repeated appIicitioaB 
in favor of the claimants in the name of their govomment have bon 
allowed to remain unanswered, and, without procuring for thca, ft 
tber that indemnity to which they conceive themselves aoptstiy ea6- 
tied, or a knowledge of the grounds upon which it has bitketto beat 
considered proper to withhold it; and he is satisfied, hii ExceOency 
will duly appreciate the motives by which he is actuated in urgine 
the revision and final determination of those cases with thai zeal im 
earnestness which their obvious justice, as well as the hardships »>' 
cessarily resulting from privations so long continued, appear iolm 
imperiously to demand. 

With the expression of the high and perfect confidence fffosdk 
the justice, equity, and impartiality, of tiie decisions, tbetrilntfci' 
his Imperial Majesty in ttie last resort shall pronounce, tkuder? 
signed has the honor to renew to his Excellency the Secntuysf 
State the assurance of his high and very distinguished considerite.' 

G. W. CAMPBBIL. 
St. Pstebsbvrg, June 6th, 1819. 
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TrEASVBT DEPABTlfBirT^ 

nth April, 18£0. 

Sir: In obeffienceto a resolutioii of the Senate^ of the 17th instant^ 
Eerring to this Department the memorial of John M. Chapron^ and 
lersy in behalf of the French emigrants engaged in the cultiTatioii 
the vine and olite^ praying that the act of ^e 3d March^ 1817^ 
thoriztng the grant of four townships of the public lands in the 
^ Territory of Alabama, to the said emigrants, upon the condi- 
ns therein expressed, may be modified, so that each emigrant, upon 
mplying with the conditions of the cdn tract made in pursuance of 
It ftct, and upon the payment of the purchase money, in proportion 
bis separate interest, may be entiued to receive a patent for the 
id separately allotted to hbh in that contract; I have the honor to 
^rt: That such a modification of the said act does not appear to 
expedient The principal object of the grant is not that a small 
mber of tracts of land should be cultivated in vines and olives, 
b that the whole tract should be settled by persons understanding 
t culture of those plants. Such a settlement would furnish the 
tans of rapidly extending the cultivation at least of the vine, so as 
supply the United States with the vdne necessary for their con- 
niption. The reservation is directed to be made in favor of an 
lociation, and not to individuals. The condition, that the whole of 
^ purchase money shall t^e paid previous to tiie issuing of any pa- 
il^ is in strict conformity to the general object of the act. If the 
ayer of the petitioners sdiould be eranted, the 'tracts of but little 
lue would be suffered to revert to me government, whilst M those 
great value would become individual property. The terms of the 
^nt are conceived to be sufficiently liberal to induce its acceptance 
thout further relaxation. 

The intimation of the petitioners, that there is an apparent ambi- 
ity in the condition of which they complain, does not seem to be 
41 founded. A bare inspection of the act must have convinced them 
Kt tiie whole of the purchase money is to be paid before a patent 
n issue. The petitioners have therefore engaged in this enterprize, 
th a full knowledge of the terms and conditions, so Car as they are 
pressed in the ac^ upon which their eventual interest was to doi^ 
nd. 

The same cannot be said of the terms and conditions of the con- 
let. Many of them had advanced money and incurred responsi- 
tities before the contract was made. 

It has been represented to this Department, that about one-feurth 
tbe. tracts are not cultivable, and that the condition^ that each 
otment, or tracts shall be setded and cultivated, will be extremely 
^roQs. From an examination of the act, it may be inferred^ that 
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settlements were not necessarily required, but upon each half sec- 
tion, as the number of associates were to be equal to the number of 
half sections in four townships. 

If the contract should be modified, so that the whofe number of 
settlements should be equal to the number of half sections, the inten- 
tion of the act would be carried into eflect This modification, how- 
ever, can only be made by law, as t)|e Secretary of the Treasary, 
after having made the contract, has n^power to ehinge its coadi* 

tioBS. 

I hav# the honor to be, 

With great respect. 

Sir, your obdt. servant, 

WM.H. CRiLWFOIlD. 

The Honorable 

The PsBsiDEsrx of the Senate. 
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



(Panaant to a Beaolutioii of the Sen«te> of the 21ft of March lMt») 



COPIES OF TbE CORRESPONDENCE 



The lliniiteri cfr other Agents uf the United States and the Mtnistertor GoYemment 
of 8weden» relatire to the seuurea^ sequestration, or confiscation, of the ships or 
other property of cttiiens of the United States, nnder the authority of SwedeQ. 



April 21, 18£0 

Printed by order of the Senate of the United SUtes. 



WJUHHrdToH: 
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Cuej 



UNATB DF THE UKIXI&B STATES: 

before the Senate, in pursuance of their Resolution of the 
ast month, the accompanying Report and Documents from 
Lrtment of State. 

JAMES MONROE. 
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Tbe Secretary of State, to whom a Resolotion of the Senate, of 
D 21st March^ has been referred, requesting the President to lay 
Fore that House copies of the correspondence between the Ministers 

other Agents of the United States and the Ministers or Ooyem- 
ent of Sweden, relative to the seizures, sequestration, or confisca- 
>n, of the ships or other property of citizens of the United States, 
ider the authority of Sweden, has the honor respectfully to submit 

the President the copies of the papers desired by that resolution. 

JO^N QUINCT ADAMS, 

Okfabtmbnt of Statb, 

^ra 17, 1820. 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 

Mr* Russell, minister plenipotentiary of the tJnited fitxtes at ^tock* 

holm, to Cotint d'Ehgesti^oro, Minister of Forw^ MUm at %Mt> 

holm, dated 3d September, 1816. 
"the Count d'Engestrom t6 Mr. Russell, dthde^tembery 1B10. Tnuti' 

latlon. 
Mr* Russell to the Secretary of State, 16th October, 1616. 
Same to the Count d'Engestrom, stk Octobery 1618. 
Same to the smie» 14^ October, 1818; 
The same to the Secretary of State, 22d February, 1819. 
Tlie Count d'Engestrom to Mr. Russell, £rtli October^ 1818. Tf«# 

lation. , . . . 

Mr. Russell to the Count d'Engestrom, 12th December, 1818. 
Copy of a Memorial of the Merchants of Stralsund to the SwefiA 
Royal Treasury. 
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ft. ttu8$eU io Omnt ttmgeUromf Mniiier qf Foreign Jiffain^ at 

SUkkhobn. 

The underagaed, Minister Piempotentiaiy of tiie United States 
America, has the honor to acquaint His Exceilencyt the Count de 
igestronH Minister of State and of Foreign Affairs, that the jn- 
lictiotts Which he has received make it his indispensable duty to 
1 the serious attention of His Excellency to the claims of Aoieri« 
1 citizens for indemnity for tlieir property, sequestered, confiscated, 
i sold, at Stralsund, a few years since, by the order, and for the 
:ount of the Swedisii government* 

t is l)elieved that, to present, with^Nit comment, ^ simple statement 
tlie facts belonging to this transaction, such as they appear to have 
1^ from the documents left, by Mr. Speyer, with the American le- 
i«>n, will be quite sufficient to manifest the indubitable justice of 
ise claims, and to prevail on his Swedish Majesty's government to 
"Vide fot* their immediate liquidation. 

Phe Swedish government represented itself to have been com- 
bed, by the French government, to sequester, in the month of 
fee, 1810, the American ' property at Stralsund; and, afterwards, 
i^atedly expressed its solicitude to obtain the termination of that 
tiestration, for the avowed purpose of restoring the property, 
ach it affectied, to the rightful owners. 

Eihia sequestration was, in fact, raised, with the consent of the 
^nch government, about the beginning of August, 1811, and the 
^rty to which it atlached, placed at the sole disposition of fil<i 
ediflli Majesty. 

Immediately after it thus came within his His Majesty's exdusive 
itrol, it was, notwithstanding all the assurances previously given, 
il the rights of the American owners, confiscated and sold by the 
ler, and for the sole account of tlie Swedish government. 
Since Aat time until the present day, no indemnity whatever, ai- 
Nigfa frequently promised, has ever been made, by the Swedish go- 
mment, to the injured citizens of the United States. 
BocIk according to tlie archives of the Ameiican legation, appear 
be the simple facts bdonging to this transaction; and, with regard 
the nature and consequences of which, it is believed there can exU^ 
divemfy of opinion. These facts alone would have been amply 
Kcient to have secured the success of the American claims^ had 
t the justice of these claims been already repeatedly acknowledged 
the Swedish government itselfl 

During the original sequestration, by the Swedish government, at 
^ instance, as is stated, of that of France, the Baron de Wetter* 
^t, who was then charged with the affairs of Pomerania, assured 
r. Speyer, that the participation of Sweden in that proceeding was 
^ the purpose of protection, and not of confiscation; that more than 
rrty dispatches had been transmitted to Paris, in oinler to obtain the 
[ease of the sequestered property, or the iiermission to sell tiiat 
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property, either on Swedish account, or the joint account o 
and France; assuring Mr. Speyer, at the same time, that, 
such release or permission were obtained, a just proporti( 
property, or its proceeds, should be restored to the right) 
rican owners. 

Even after the confiscation and sale of the property, the 
government, on its part, never urged any right in justifical 
proceeding, nor even the pretext of foreign coercion, for i 
tion. The only question which iq^pears to have been agitate 
time, related not to the justice, but to the practicability of tl 
nification. There was no controversy as to the principal; ai 
proposition to give it eflfect, by the deliveiy of iron cannon, 
gested by the Bai*on de Wetterstedt 

The doctrine that the property of the citizens of a frkm 
lawfully imported into an ultramarine province of Swedenj 
entitled to the same protection, from the Swedish govcn 
when imported into Sweden itself, which, it seems. His E 
the Count d'Engestrom once permitted liimself to intimate, 
necessi^ry here to examine. The question now presented^ is, 
ther the Swedish government ^as bound, in good faith, to p 
American property at £tralsnnd against the vidlence and ii 
foreign nations, but, whether it was not bound to refrain, it 
voluntarily confiscating that property^ and converting it to 
use, without the form of a trial, or even the pretext of fore 
pulsion. 

The note which His Excellency the Count d^Engestron 
ed to Mr. Speyer^ on the 22d of Msqt, 1813^ and which qip( 
the last communication made on the snbiect, states, that tk 
tration took place upon the demand of uie French govcrm 
in conformity to the treaty of Piuis; but His Excellency 
pretend that the final confiscation of this property, and the i 
ation of its proceeds, were at the dictation, or for the benel 
government Such a pretext, indeed, would have been inc 
w^ith the previous declaration of His Excellency himself; f< 
12th of August, 1811, he informed Mr. Speyer, as appears 
Speyei^'s note to his Excellency, of the 14th of that month, 
sequestered property, at Stralsund, was then at the sole di 
Hb) Swedish Majesty/' It is not of the original act of sequi 
whatever might have been its origin, or however unjust and 
its operation, that the undersigned now specially complains 
A)r the final and voluntary confiscation and sale of the pro 
the government of Sweden, for its own account, that, he is i 
to demand an indemnity. In the note above referred to, H 
lency does not even insinuate a^qubt of the justice of such i 
butt on the contrary, he imnlicitly admits it, when he stata 
Swedish Majesty had hoped to have been able to have im 
the American citizens fk*om the revenues of his German | 
In thus speaking of indemnity, the relative injury is cert 
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ovled^ed: wfay the funds for this ttidemnitj should have been ex- 
iTety sought for in the revenues of the German Provinces, it ir 
cult to determine. The American citizens who trusted their pro- 
3r in a port of Swedish Poroerania, had a full reliance^ not on the 
I authorities and resources only, but on the universal good faiths 

entire power, of the Swedish government, for justice and protec- 
» The impossibility, therefore, wliich His Excellency suggests, 
Lccount of the then recent invasion of Fomerania, by the French, to 
I any indemnity whatever, appears to have been founded on asup- 
ttion erroneous and inadmissible. It still proves, holvever, that, 
n at that time, it was the ability, and not the obligation, to acconl 
indemnity, ^ich was wanting in the view of the Swedish go- 
nment. 

I^hat inference his excellency wished. should be drawn from the 
:, which he stated, that even Swedish subjects had suffered, with^ 

indemnity, a participation in the evils of the act of sequestration, 
I not been discovered. It is not believed, tliat his excellency in- 
ded to say, that the sovereign of a country has the right to treat 
m friends, who are transitorily within his jurisdiction, for the 
*poses of trade, in the same manner he might think proper to 
at his own subjects; to levy on them the same taxes, and to sub- 
t them to the same requisitions. Were such a doctrine to prevail, 
re would be an end ta all international commerce. Whatever the 
^reign of a state may deem fit to do, Mrithin his own jurisdiction, 
relation to those who are within his alleglUnce, cannot, indeed, 
found to be wrong by any other government; but, there certainly 
mot bededuced, irotn this principle, a right to extend oppressive 
Bsures to the citizens of other independent states: nor, can these 
izens be supposed to find any alleviation of their own sufierings, 
the mere knowledge of the fact, that they do not suffer alone, 
[f, contrary to all reason and usage, it could be admitted, that the 
enues and resources' of Fomerania were alone to be regarded as 
ponsible to the American claimants, for the property there con- 
Ated by Sweden, and the invasipn by the French, destroyed, at 
i time, those means of making indemnity; yet, that invasion was 
brief duration, and that province has since become an ample 
irce of wealth and empire to the Swedish government; in having 
t only furnished an equivalent at the treaty of Kiel, for the acqui- 
ion of Norway, but, subsequently, a sufficient consideration for 
«e millions and an half of dollars, received from Prussia. It is, 
leed, to be regretted, that, while the government of Sweden ap- 
ed much of these funds to objects in no way connected with Pome- 
lia, that it should have totally neglected all satisfaction of the 
aerican claims Irhlch it had before afiected to consider as the spe- 
1 debt of tibat province. 

rhe circumstance, that the duties ^ve been paid on the merchan- 
69 previous to its confiscation, and never returned, not only proves 

2 
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the lawfulness of the importation, but singularly aggravates 
ju-'y inflicted on the American proprietors. 

From this view of tlie subject, it is believed that his Swedi 
jcsty's government will no longer hesitate to afford that indi 
which the admitted Justice of the case demands, and which 1 
verument of the United States confidently expects, from the 
integrity and good faith of his majesty. The inability of the S 
government, .at. ai^y moment, to pi*ovide this indemnity, cai 
admitted; and, after its recent success and aggrandizement, it 
be offcnsh e, to suggest the possibility of sach a pretext being 
urged on its part. 

The value of the property, at the current price, when it wa 
sequestered, and which would furnish the just rule to measa 
indemnity, is not precisely known to the underi^igned. It was, 
ever, considerably greater, tlian that at which this pro]^ 
afterwards citJier estimated or sold. 

This property was estimated, when it came to the free di^ 
the Swedish government, at one hundred and ninety-two tb 
rix dollars, Pomeranian currency; and was actually sold, to a 
nierchai^t, for one hundi^ed and fifty-one thousand dollars, 
same monev. 

According to an estimate, communicated by Mr. Speyer 
Baron de Wctterstedt, on the dth of October, 1811, the first 
tiie property, in the United States, was one hundred and tei 
sand Spanish dollars. 

In whatever way» therefore, this property be value 
amount is too s^nall to embari^ass the Swedish govemmoit, 
instant, in providing the requisite funds for the indemnificatioi 
American claimants. Small, however, as this amount may I 
little as it is calculated to justify a refusal of indemnity, nn 
])retc\t of inability, it has, unfortunately, been found suffici 
j'iously to injure the American owners, and to reduce some o 
. to insolvency and ruin. 

The undei*signed believes it unnecessary to say more; and I 
fidently trusts, tliat what he has said will not have been ii 
lie trusts, that, while the relations of the two countries are pfa 
so liberal a basis, with respect to the future, the prospect the 
may not be overshadowed by any disagreeable recollection 
past, which might perplex either party with doubts of the just 
good faith of the other. 

The undersigned prays his excellency the Count d*£ngt 
to accept the assurances of his highest consideration. 

JONATHAN RUSSE 

Stockliolm, 3d September, 1816. 
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Ttie Count d*Engestrom to Mr. Russell. 

[translation.] 

The undersized. Minister of State and Foreign AflTairs, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him by 
Mrw Russell, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, claiming 
an indemnity for certain property sequestered, confiscated, and sold, 
some years back, at Stralsund, by order, and for the account, of the 
Swedish government. 

Before giving a positive answer to that note, the undersigned cofi* 
siders it indispensably necessary to apply to the former department 
of the affairs of Pomerania, for the required information on tiic sub- 
ject in question. He will not fail, on receiving it, to lay the affair 
before the king, and to communicate, immediately. His Majesty's an- 
swer to the government of the United Statira, either through Mr. Do 
Kantzow, or by addressing it directly to Mr. Russell. 

The undersigned seizes this occasion to renew to Mr. Russell the 
assurances of his most distinguished consideration. 

The COUNT D'ENGESTROM. 

Stockholm, 6th September, 1816. 



Jlr. Rmsell to the Secretary of State. 

Stockholm, I6th October, 1818. 

Sir: Before making any further communication in relation to 
tte Stralsund claims, 1 believed itto be proper to prepare the Swedish 
'Diiiister for its reception. I availed myself, accoi-dingly, for this 
I'lirposey of the interview which 1 obtained on the third instant. 

Count d' Engestrom, as usual, approached the subject with much 
'^pugnance, and was evidently embarrassed in finding an apology for 
'*'8 extraordinary silence, in relation to it. He did remind me, in- 
deed, that the business was not originally of his department, but ap- 
?^red to he aware that this circumstance could no longer account 
'^** his perseverance in avoiding all discussion. He, tlici'efore, aban- 
tofiod this ground, confessed himself in fault, and assured me of his 
^^Ximpt attention to any communication which I might now think 
'^tpedient to make on the subject. With regard to the merits of the 
^aims, he observed that the Swedish government had much to say 
*^ its defence; but he acknowledged that he found great difficulty in 
?^tting over a iort of promise that had been given to accord an in* 
^inaity. 
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In reflecting on this conversation, I conceived it might be useful 
st'iU to make one effort more, before I took leave of the sabject, bv 
communicating the declaration wbich you had prescribed to ue in 
your last instructions. The expressions of the king at the time I \k^ 
sented my credentials, were, as I have already informed yoa, more 
precise against the justice of the claims than any I had before heard 
fVom him, and 1 had reason to believe that count d'Engestrom bad 
been instructed to take, in the conversation vrhich I have mentioiied 
above, Uiat ground. To prevent, if possible, snch a course, I b^ 
lieved it might be useful to anticipate the contemplated moveoient, 
and to interpret the silence, in respect to our claims, into a recogni- 
tion of their justice, and to profit of the confession of count d*£n- 
gestiHim, ** that there had been a sort of promise of indemnitj/' In 
ihis view a strong and rather spirited note appeai*ed to me alone cal- 
culated to have the dcHiFed effect. I, therefoiT, on the 5ik in«Unt 
presented to the count d' £ngesti*om a note, of wbich the enclosed 
(xi) is a c-opy. 

I did not hear any thing, in reply, from the count until the 1^ 
instant, when I received from him a note (B) inviting me to r^air 
to the foreign oflice on the day following. 

When 1 waited on him, on the 14tli, agreeably to bis appointment, 
he began the conversation by observing, tiiat he had not yet been 
able to obtain a definitive decision on my propositions relatiTt to 
commerce, although be was in daily expectation of being autboraid 
to communicate to me such a decision. He then stated that be hail 
been commanded to invite me to dine with the king the next dayi as 
his majesty desired to converse with me concerning the Strabnid 
claims; but, he added, with evident embarrassment and much hea- 
tation, ** 1 dare not present your note to his majesty, and I hope joa 
do not wish to quarrel with us.'' I could not bat be surprised at hia 
alarm, and 1 assured him, that, if my note had been well translated, 
he could have found nothing in it of a hostile character; on tiie con- 
trary, it had been dictated by the most unqualified confidence in the 
justice and friendship of his sovereign. He rejoined, that it bal 
caused him great affliction, and he hoped that 1 would not insist ei 
his communicating that note to the king, as it w6old be the most dis- 
agreeable act that he had ever performed, during the long period 
that he had been in office. He intreated me to allow him to return i<^ 
and to consent to address to him another, which should simply l^ 
mind him of my previous communications, which, he remarked, hsd 
been quite strong enough, and he engaged that such a note A^ 
have a full and early answer. I replied, tiiat, as the note alitaif 
delivered, appeared entirely fitted to the occasion, I could ootcoa* 
sent to withdraw it, nor abandon the ground that had been taken*- 
If he found, contrary to what had been intended, or expected|i>7 
thing harsh in that note, still it might be well for him to ^retail '^ 
as a memorial of tiie feelings that had been excited by the ooadad 
of the Swedish government. Willing, however, to. place him atti* 
ease^ I consented to write another note^ in the manner be had i** 
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uested. He acceded to these proposals^ and agreed to keep the note 
^hlch had occasioned so much inquietude. On my part^ 1 addi*essed 
> him^ on the sameday^ another note, of which (C) enclosed is a 
opy. 

It has appear^ necessary to trouble you with these details, in oi<- 
er to explain to you the successive delivery of two notes, so differ- 
nt in character, in so short an interval of time. 

My views in writing the first, and the circumstances under which 
he second was delivei^sd, have been already stated, but I cannot for- 
ear to acquaint you with the real reasons for my proceedings in re* 
fttion to the latter. 

It was not from any deference to the sensibilities of count d'En* 
lestrom, or to those of the king, however reluctant I might be un- 
ecessarily to wound them, that induced me to acquiesce in the wuhes 
^hich the minister had expressed to be saved from the painful neces- 
ty of acting on my note of the 5th instant. Notwithstanding his 
eclarations, I was fully persuaded, that the contents of that note 
ftd actually been communicated to the king. This persuasion was in* 
aced, not only by the time which had elaps^, a period of seven 
lys, between the receipt of that note by count d'Engestrom, and 
is discx>very, that he dared not deliver it to the king, but by the~ in- 
itation for me to dine w ith the king the next day, in order to coit- 
n'se concerning tiies^ claims, for this invitation must have resulted 
om a knowledge of that note. From this fact, I was reluctantly 
iliged to infer that my note had failed in its main object, that of ob- 
kining indemnity without further discussion. I was now reduced 
I the alternative of either delivering a new note, and listening to a 
trdy attempt at justification, or of running the risk, by pressing that 
[ready delivered, of furnishing a pretext for an abrupt termination 
r all discussion, and, perhaps, for a categorical rejection of the 
laitns. The interest of tlie claimants appeared to recommend the 
>rmer course, and I accordingly adopted it. And this I did the 
lore willingly, as the stimulous already given, had produced all the 
xcitement of a favorable tendency, that could be expected from i^ 
nd it seemed pludent to administer a palliative, in order to prevent 
onsequences more violent than had ori^nally been contemplated. 

Agreeably to the invitation abovementioned, I dined yesterday with 
tie king at his country palace of Rosendala. Immediately after 
inner, he desired me and count d'£nge«trom to accompany him into 
is private apartments* He there, at once, introduced the subject of 
tie claims, and expressed a regret that all the circumstances, con- 
ected with that ti«ansaction, had not hitherto been communicated to 
he American government. He observed, that these circumstances, 
o believ^, would palliate, if not justify, the conduct of Sweden in 
bat transaction, and that they should be immediately addressed to 
le. He then gave directions to count d'Engestrom, in conformity 
^ith this declaration, and, in doing so, he alluded to an order of the 
■^rench government, designating the objects to which the proceeds of 
he American property were to be applied. He added that he was 
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still disposed to do all he could for the relief of the American soffer* 
ers; but that, as he had nothing excepting military stores at Us dis- 
posal for tills object^ he could JTurnish this relief in articles of tk^ 
description jonly. I simply replied^ that we could not have expectel 
that new facts ii^ould have been brought forward at this late day, 
after the earnest manner in which we bad so long urged these claims; 
and that I could hardly believe, I might say hope, that these facts 
were of a nature to justify the Swedish government, and exempt it 
from all responsibility. I was^ however, entirely disposed to gin to 
these facts, whatever they might be, a candid consideration. 

I am now waiting, with much solicitude, for the oommunlcation 
which has been promised, and, until it be received, f most refrain 
from giving an opinion in relation to the final issue of this business. 

After what I have written above, I ought to add, that the maaaer 
of the king, always gracious, was peculiarly so on thi% occasion, 
and so far from his betraying any signs of displeasure, at any thing I 
had done, he was unusually prodigal of his professions of friendship 
for the American government and people, and of his attentions to 
their minister. There were several other topics introduced into this 
conversation, which, as they have no relation to the spbject of this 
letter, I shall reserve for another communication. 

1 have the honor to be. 

With very great consideration and reelect. 
Sir, 
Your faitliful and obedient servant 

JONATHAN RUSSELL 



wifr. Russell Jo Count d^Engestrom. 

Stockholm, 5th October^ 1818. 

The undersigned, minister plenipotentiary of the United Stattf^" 
America, has the honor to acquaint bis excellency Count d'Eogt^ 
trom, minister of state and of foreign affairs, that it is not withonti^^ 
prise and pain that the American government has learned that aBi^ 
representations which have hitherto been made to the government 
Sweden, concerning its voluntary seizure and sale of the hon&r 
property of citizens of the United States, at Stralsund, in ISllfk*^ 
not only remained without effect in obtaining a just indemnifff ^ 
have not even been noticed with the common courtesy of an anst^^* 

Reluctantly, indeed, would the government of. -the United S1^ 
be persuaded that this ungracious silence was intended to add iiH^T 
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ity to iiyugtice. The Character of both governments forbids such a 
oBstruction^ for^ it is believed that they are both equally incapable 
r offering or suffering an injury of this description* 
It is now more than two years since the undei*signed had the honor 
) present to his excellency, on the 5d of Septemhiery 1816^ the facts 
n which the American claims are founded. Ifthe interference of a pri- 
ate agent of the American claimants furnished good cause for suspend- 
ig all communication between the two governments on the subject^ 
ety when that interference had terminated without effect, and it did so 
prrainate, more than a year since, as appeal's by a letter of that agent 
J the Baron de Wittenstedt, of the Sdof October, 1817, thefitivessof 
uch communication between the two governments was necessarily re- 
tored. tt was in this conviction, that the undersigned addressed a note 
> his excellency, on the 16th of February last, referring to that above- 
lehtioned, of tlie 3d of September, 1816, and again urging an early 
ttention to the American claims. It was not until the 27th of April 
hat the undei'signed was favored with even an acknowledgment of 
lie bare receipt of this note of the preceding February, and since 
hat time lie has not heard farther fi*om his excellency in respect to 
iiese claims. The only inference, consistent with tlie friendly and 
onorable feelings of both goveimmeiits, which it is now permitted 
o draw from this persevering, though tacit, refusal, on the part of 
he Swediish government, to enter into all discussion of the merits of 
he question, is, that the evident and frequently acknowledged justice 
f the claims has not only left little room for such a discussion, but 
ias, added to the repeated declarations and overtures of the Swedish 
government, prevented, with that government, to recognize the obli- 
gation of more than an implied promise to accord satisfactory indem- 
lity. It is, therefore, from a confidence in the good faith, as well as 
n the justice, of his Swedish majesty's government, that such an 
nference is drawn, and that the undersigned feels not only authorized, 
>ut rejoiced to be able, under the instructions which he has just receiv- 
ed, to abstain from entering fuKlicr, at this time, into a disagreeable 
liscussion of right, and to confine himself to desiring his excellency 
JO state, with precision, the utmost amount which his majesty mav, 
ji his generosity and commiseration of the individuals immediately 
:oncerned, as well as in his regard for equity, and his consideration 
ind friendship for the government of the United States, be willing 
JO accord for the relief and indemnity of the sufferers, and the mode 
in which it may be proposed to famish that amount. 

The undersigned takes leave to remind his excellency, that, to the 
^alue of the merchandize, should be added the amount of the duties 
iprhich were paid by the proprietors, and the accumulated interest of 
nore than seven years, in oi*dcr to constitute an adequate indemnity. 
The pure and lofty principles which the American government 
never erases to cherish and to practise in its intercoui^se with all 
nations, and the confident expectation which it entel'tains that the 
monarch who has been elevated to the throne by his virtues will be 
listinguished for the moral dignity of his reign, forbid all distrust 
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inSdenoe alike (Ml friend and fees: and whtfn fVano^ ihe AQf cf 
America, was e^aUy regardless of her interests as those of oUmt 

powers. 

It is an undisputed fact, that the American vessels in qnestiosv 
entered the ports of' Pomerania^ whilst that province was still udir 
the dominion of Sweden; but, scarcely was the Prendi gOFemimit 
informed of it, when it gave orders to its i^nt in Pomeraaia i$ 
demand the adsure and confiscation of these vessels, to the beoditif 
France: alleging, in justification of this violent pretension, tteirft- 
tem called eonHnental; under which, France then doked li^ pni- 
jects of progressive encroachmentf menacing all Europe; hd mkk 
had, notwithstanding, been admitted by it, and was acceded la Af 
all the European powers at peac^ with the French empire. The im* 
posing force at tnat time kept up by France in those coanknes, left 
no alternative to the Swedisii government; which was, nindaafOaf, 
compelled to acquiesce ib her demands. The steps then taken of 
Sweden with the French government, to obtain a transfer to bertfT 
the property thus confiscated, were prompted by ^ desire to restofe 
it to the lawful owners; but they proved ineffectual, France havhj^ 
agreed to the transfer on certsun conditions only, express]^ stipa- 
lating, that the j^roceeds of these cargoes should be immediatdy em- 
ployed in placing Pomerania in a state of defence against the Engliah 
naval force; which then threatened all the shores of the Baltic 

To this object, wbalJy foreign to the particular int^'ests of imt- 
den, they were applied; and the Swedish government was tbcreb; 
disiapiiointed in its hopes of procuring the restitution to the Ame* 
rican citizens, the original owners, of the ships and cai^goes aov 
under consideration. But, as an incontestible proof of its sincere 
desire to alleviate their losses, as far as depended on it, an inqairy 
was instituted, in concert with Mr. Eckie, agent for the claimaat^ 
and the proposals then made to him, f jr the attainment of the objaCl 
just alluded to, with his rejection of them, are Well known to lb. 
Russdl. , 

It was cause of regret to the Swedish government, thatthe coaorse 
suggested by it was not adopted; as it seemed to be the only oa^ 
adapted to meet the views of Mr. Eckie. His majesty feels asnuH 
however, of the disposition of the United States to do justice to Ae 
^desire manifested hy his majesty, on this, as on every other pccaah% 
of doing eve^ thing possible to evince his high esteem for %^wv, 
with which it is iSs com^ant wish to ipaintain the most aiiicOT 
relations. 

In pupsaance of these sentiment^, the undersigned has reoeiTed i| ^ 
king's commands, to i*enew to Mr. Russell the assurance, wl^m 
majesty has already given to him in person, of the satisfkctic^a lipl 
whicii he would discover any practicable mode of alleviatiAg db 
losses sustained by the American citizens alluded to, throng tfa 
o^fiscation of their property in Foinerania, in 1811. His m{6% 
llpi a pfM^colar satisiactiw jin recollecting, that^ about Vt^t^^ 
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^Mi^ ^ Swediflli gdveniiaent restored to the dtiaeas ^ the Vnu 
|p[ Stetes tbuiy-tbrcfe Vessels^ with valuahle cargoes, then under 
Jptention in Sweden, in consequence of a formal requisition of the 
.i^lltion of France, at Stockholnu His maje^ availed hiaiself, on 
Hit occasion, of the force under the control (£ bis government, kt 
lilM^n; but he saw, with deep concem*. the impossibility of taldng 
ipffesponding measures in his Pomeranian territories; they beings 
kttMes, as well in virtue of tiieir particular compacts with France^ 
in fcj the presence of the Frencii armies, completdy under tlie in^ 
i|iance of the continental system; to which Prussia, Dtamark, and 
tffe other govcarnments on the Aores of the Baltic* had dedai^ tl^ir 
lAereiice. v 

The nnderKigned, in conforming to these orders of the Idng, his 
jwgtist soverdcUf avails himself, with pleasure, of this occasion to 
#eiiew to Mr. Bussell the assurance of his hi|^ consideration. 

The COUNT D'ENGESTROM. 

Msckhdnh ^7th October, IZIS. 



Mr. SusiM to the Count d?Engestrom. 

YiEHNA, 12<A l^ecmfier, 1S18. 

The undersigned, minister plenipotentiary of the United States of 
AodoHci^ has &e honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note which 
Us ezt^eliency the Count d'Engestrom, minister of state and of foreign 
affairs, addressed to him ^t Beriin, under the date of the 27tb of Oc« 
tober last His excellency will not be surprised to leaHi, Ihat the 
mdersigoed has been,able to discover nothing in that note circulated 
to disdbarge the Swedish government from its obligation of provtd* 
ing an adequate indemnity to the citizens of the United States for the 
confiscation of their merchandize, in 1811, at Stralsund, thei^ und^r 
the dominion of Sweden. 

The undersimed had confidently expected, froiA the conversations 
witii which hemd bo recently beeb honored by his majesty the King, 
and by his excellency the Count d'Engestrom, that, whateter objee- 
tiofis might have been entertained to the justice of the American 
datms, they wquld, in tliis tardy communication, have been distinctl]^ 
and dcfimtdy t^t^> and supported by documents of an anthetttic 
and unimpeaehaUe character. His majesty, at the v^ry last inter- 
view which he accorded to the undersigned, and at wtuch his excel- 
lency was present, expressly called the attention of his excellency to 
m particular note of the French ministo^ which he intimated to be in 
pointy ahd which he ofifered to furnish to his en^elkncy, if not dreaily 
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caprtoBfy if uot riglit, jipgcsved to rej^ire, it may be permitted to 
cirtert^un some doubt in respect to its precise import and extent, par- 
ficularlj as it was allowed to have but a partial and transitory ef- 
feet. It necessarily follows, from the facts which the undersigned 
bw now had the honor to present, that the continental system, or any 
dmiand of the French agent in Pomerania, whatever influence they 
naiffht unduly have had in causing the original seizure, could have 
had none in producing the final sale of the merchandize, and the ap- 
ptx>priation of its proceeds by the government of Sweden/ 
. The undersigned is far from being disposed to vindicate the conti* 
iiental system^; or tlie acquiescence of any nation in its iniqtiitbus re- 
quisitions; but his excellency stppears to have formed an erroneous 
estimate of the extent of both* None of the nations whose dominions 
• border on the Baltic ever committed, in relation to the United States, 
nor, it is believed, in relation to other friendly nations, any act simi- 
lar to that for which the undersigned has been instructed to ask in- 
idemnity from Sweden. Of the conduct of Russia and Prussia during 
the continental system^ the United States have no cause to complain; 
and if Denmark imposed a sequestration, towards the close of tlie 
. year ISOQ^ on American vessels, and their cargoes, in her ports, that 
sequestration continued for a few montiis only, and the American 
property subjected to it was restored, without exception, to the lawful 
,4>wners. If the United States have now claims on Denmark, it is for 
the lawless depi*edations of her privateers, and the unjust decision of 
tier tribunals, and not for the confiscation, without the form of a trial, 
p{ property acknowledged to be American, and fairly and regularly 
entered at bjer custom-houses. Of ail the nations bordering on the 
Baltic, it was left for Sweden alone to receive the duties, and sum- 
marily and peremptorily to confiscate the merchandize, without sug- 
.gesting a doubt of its origin or ownership. Such ^.re the facts, and 
they save the undei^igned from the necessity pf protesting Against 
the doctrine that the violence or injustice of one government can be 
drawn into precedcal, and cited as authority tp sanction the wrongs 
of another. 

Waiving^ at this time, all further consideration of the original act 
- of sequestration at Stralsand, in 1810; whatever might have been its 
source, or the injuries which it inflicted on the unoffending and con- 
fiding citizens of the United States, the undesigned cannot refrain 
from repeating distinctly to his excellency the tkcts on which the 
American government founds its claims for indemnity for the ultimate 
sale and appropriation of the sequestered property by the government 
of Sweden. The note, abovementioned, of the Baron Alqqier, the 
French minister at Stockholm, of the 12th of July, 1811, lejOb that 
T property at the free disposal of the Swedish government, on the sole 
condition sdrieady stated; and that government, instead of availing 
itself of tlie libei*ty thus accorded to terminate the sequester, and to 
restore the property to the American owi^ers, profited by the acci- 
dental possession acquired by the sequester, to sell that property on 
its own account. 
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to believe^ demonstrates that sale to have been unnecessary, either 
(rom a respect to existing treaties, or from a fear of offending the go- 
Femment of France. It is difficult to perceive how His Excellency 
qould attempt to sanction an act of injustice and violence, which he 
flffects to excuse from a deference existing, and from the necessity of 
yielding to foreign forced by a simultaneous act of justice; which he 
oensiders to be the more meritorious, because it was performed in de- 
fiance of both. 

As to the presence of French troops in Pomerania, it does not ad- 
pear to have had any influence on the transaction. There was no 
military requisition made, with respect to the American property at 
Stralsund, but all the demands of France, in relation to that proper* 
tfj as Car as they are known to the undersigned, emanated from the 
pivil department at Paris, and were communicated to the Swedish go- 
vernment through diplomatic or consular functionaries only, unawed 
\^y any allusion to the possible intervention of an armed force. 
. With the actual employment of the proceeds of the confiscated 
Ainerican property, the government of the United States considers it- 
self as havme no concern. It is the loss of that property by citizens 
of the United States, through an arbitrary act of Sweden, and not 
any advantage which Sweden did, or did not, derive from that act 
which constitutes the ground of the present claim for compensation. 
To whatever object those proceeds were i^jdied, the injury sustain- 
ed by the American citizens remains the same. Still/however, the 
American government might be inclined to regard the violence with 
ksfs painful feelings, had it been required for the promotion of some 
l^ect essential to Sweden, and not gratuitously committed for an 
jMyect, as his excellency asserts^ entirely foreign to her particular in- 
terests. 

If^ contrary to all the evidence and argument which the under- 
ligiied has now presented, there should, as his excellency states, have 
»eeii certain express conditions imposed by France, in raising the 
^quester, or in making the transfer, as his excellency is pleased to 
mil ity requiring that Se sums produced by the sale of the mercan* 
ize should be applied in placing Pomerania in a state of defence^ 
^ excellency will, it is presumed, feel the pro[H*iety of communicat* 
mg these conditions to the American government, in the terms in 
^faicb they were originally expressed. Such a communication might* 
.% least, have an effect in doninishing the impression which now ex- 
^stSp that the sale of merchandize was the spontaneous act of Sweden. 
but even these conditions, however formal and categorical they 
^i|^t have been, which are relied on as an apology for the proceed- 
Hgs of. the Swedish government, could not be allowed to discharge 
bai government from its obligation to provide an indemnity to the 
^jBcrican citizens, whom these proceedings injured. If Sweden had, in 
Bctf only a choice of evils, and elected the less, in order to avoid the 
ireater, she was certainly bound, in consequence of this electiout 
B^ repair the wrpng she inflicted on others^ for her own safety* or ac- 
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commodation* No necessity can be admitted of a nature sofficiiiitly 
imperious to exonerate her from this responsibility* excepting that 
"which resulted from the actual exercise of a foreign force, which ske 
could not resist, and which, in fact, wrested from her the possession 
andcontrol of the property which had been placed under the safeguard 
of her power and good faith. The incontrovertible facts that the or- 
ders for the sale were issued at Stockholm, and that the government 
of Sweden was, at least, the unresisting agent, if not the principtli 
in this transaction, forbid a belief in even the possibility ot sudi t 
necessity. If, indeed, those orders were not entirely voiuiitary on the 
part of Sweden, they could only have been constrained by an atten- 
tion to her own interests, and by the conviction of the expediency of 
making a partial and minor sacrifice for the preservation of an object 
of more general and vital imjKirtance^ and her honor could neverhave 
permitted her to suppose, that such a sacrifice for such an object conM 
be made at the expense of others, and not at her own. It was her 
obvious duty to make an adequate compensation to those who kil 
suffered by the sacrifice, as soon as she possessed the means, and she 
has long possessed them. 

Where his excellency obtained his information that France was 
the ally of America, in 1810 and 1811, the unhappy epoch of the 
seizure and sale of the American merchandize at Stralsund, the un- 
dersigned is at a loss to conjecture. The United States never dis- 
guise or conceal their relations with foreign powers; they hare no 
secret treaties, for the purpose of eluding a distrustful enemy, or of 
surprizing^a confiding fHend. Their whole history is open to the 
world, and had his excellency consulted it, he would have known 
that America never was the ally of imperial France. If the United 
States were, infortunately, as his excellency intimates, either direct- 
ly, or indirectly, sometimes the victim of the disastrous inineace of 
France, they never were, for a moment, the agents of her vexataov 
domination. 

The undersigned has now had the honor to present to his excel- 
lency, concisely, a transaction, with the essential circomstanoes of 
which, his excellency acknowledges him to be acquainted. It bdo^p 
to his excellency, should the statement of these circumstamoes be cr- 
roneous^ to furnish the facts necessary for its correction. It is la- 
possible for the government of the United States, with all the infv- 
mation which it now possesses, to believe that such facts can be fiu^ 
nished. And, if they cannot, his excellency himself must admit, tkat 
the plea of necessity, founded on French compulsion, for the sale of 
the American merchandize at Stralsund, is without even a phtfihk 
pretext to support it. 

On the 12tb of July, 1811, that merchandize was, by the antaa^ 
of France, to terminate the sequester, placed at flie exclusive tsf^ 
sition of Sweden, and an unqualified power thus given of restorinfi^ 
to the rightful owners. This power remained unimpaired by any k^ 
demandof theFrencbgovemmentfor more thana month; aperiodBI^ 



27 [116] 

. ply sufficient to hare reinstated the citizens of the United States 
rtk the full possession of their property^ and to have enabled them to 

have rescued it from any future danger, with which it might have 

.been menaced by the arbitrary and capricious policy of France* To 

bave merely neglected, for a single day, thus to have exercised that 

qpower, would, it is believed, haVe justly made the government of 
S^weden responsible for all the cotisequences; but not merely to have 

:i]^eglected during more than an entii-e month to restore the properfyi 
but to have employed that period, and abused that power, exclusively 
for the conversiop of that property to its own use, exhibit^ a course of 
conduct, on the part of that government, for which the mere pecu- 
niary indemnity now demanded, would appear to afford but an inade- 

.quale satisfaction. 

The undersigned has confined himself, in this note, principally, to 

.ihose topics which it appeared to him proper to discuss, in reply to 
the communication of his excellency of the 27th of October. He takes 
the liberty, howev^, in order to avoid repetition, to refer his excel- 
lency to the note of the undersigned of the 6th of September, 1816, 
which has hitherto remained without an answer, and of which his 
excellency, in his communication just mentioned, has not taken the 
slightest notice* 

The undersiened has felt it to be his duty to state to his excellen- 
cy the views of the government of the United States on this subject, 
with perspicuity and frankness, and, unrestrained by any repu^ 
nance to differ, in GEu;t or inference, from his excellency; and this 
course he has pursued with the less hesitation, as he confidently be- 
lieved that it would not be ascribed to a want of becoming decorum, 
but to.a regard to truth, and, especially, to the frequent declarations 
of his excellency that this transaction was not originally of his cog- 
nizance, and that he was, therefore, unacquainted with its details. 

It is, indeed, to be regretted, that the propositions made bv the 
Swedish government, to tlie special agent of the claimants, had not 
been of so satisfactory a nature as to have rendered this correspond- 
ence unnecessary. The undersigned had been encouraged to nope, 
from the conversations which he had lately had the honor to hold with/ 
hia migesty, that the note of his excellency would have contained 

. some specific offer, dictated either by a regard to justice or by some 
other honorable and friendly feeling, which should have put this 
subject of altercation at rest. The government of the United States 
would still regard with complacency any arrangement with the claim- 
ants which should prevent the necessity of all further official dis- 
cussion, and leave the harmony between the two nations without the 
smallest circumstance to disturb it. But his excellency must be 
aware that, should the government of the United States, in the ab- 
sence of such an arrangement, and in the full contemplation of the 

' real state of the question, as here presented, desist from its demand 
for indemnity, it woald fail in its duty to those who have a right to 
its protection. The undersigned has been, therefore, specially instruct- 
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Copy of the refill to the a^ 

Upon the p0litioii of the commercial ooimBdlert Mr. Barastedt, 
the alderman Evenhageh Schluter, the alderman Ineal, for himself 
and attomejr for the merchant Isleremond^ and the merchants We- 
wetzen» widow GAasser, Beumisa» and J. C. Murgenbeiv, for tbcm- 
•elves and their constituents, for the restitution of the colonial mer- 
chandizes put under sequestrationf and the prevention of the public 
«ale thereof, it is decreed: 

WhereaSf according to the newest strict orders from his Royal 
Majesty, fliere shall be proceeded immediately with the sale of aU the - 
colonial merchandizes which have been sequestrated here, thtar peti- I 
tion cannot be granted, but the Royal Regency will make report t» ? 
the Royal Mi^esty of the reclamation entered by the meraorialisti^ 
and ttie money received from the sale of the now claimed merchu- 
dizes shall be lodged with the royal chamber until his detemitt- ^ 
tion, in order that, in case the same shall be favorable for them, it 
mi^ immediately be paid over to them. 

Btralsuni^ 9tA Jtagwtf 1811. 

Decree for fhe abovementioned merchants is conform 
originaL 

J. A* ISJS, Jbyal Jlssessor and JhtUvorioM 

to tke Boyal Regency. 



I, Charles Erdmann, sworn interpreter of foreign laoguaga,! 
and for the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by lawful authori^ 
appointed and commissioned, residing in the cilT of PhiladeipUif ' 
certify, that the preceding is a true and faithful translation of t 
in origin^ paper written in the German language, annexed h 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and seal of ( 
2d day of January, 1812. 

CHARLES ERDMA0 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

jkPSlX 24» 1 830. 



be Committee for the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill from the House of Representatives, entitled *^ An act con* 
raming the Banks in the District of Columbia, and for other pur* 
poses/' respectfully submit the folbwing 

EPORT: 

Without noticing many of the modifications and conditions of tlie 
11, most of which the committee approve, they beg leave to call the 
Aention of the Senate to its principal pi^visions. These are two. 
■rstf an extaision for five years of all the charters of the several 
corporated Banks in the District of Columbia, which now pay on 
mind tlieir notes in specie. Secondly; a plan of consolidation for 
dodng the number of BanlfLS to two in each town. 
As to the first, the Conunittee doubt the expediency of extending 
e existing charters for so long a period as five years, conceiving, 

tiiey do, a more immediate reduction of the number of banks in 
> District, and consequently of their expenses, to be of gi*eat im-^ 
rtance to the interest of the stockholders as well as of the public. 
^ reason, however, of more decisive influence with tiie Committee, 
^it does not appear that the present applications for an extension 
the several charters proceeded from the stockholders, or by virtue 
a^y direction or authority from tliem; no general meeting of the 
ctkholders having been called, or other proper steps taken to ob- 
^ an expression of their sense respecting the measure proposed. 

the contrary, the applications appear to have been made by the 
^^al Presidents and Directors, without their pretending to have 
^ived any such directions or authority from the stockholders* 
^ Committee do not consider it altogether correct legislation to 
^tenance the exercise of such a right on the part of Directors. 
* tbe bill goes farther — it not only admits the Directors thus to 
^y for a renewal of the bank charters, but, also, to assent to and 
^pt such renewals witii all the modifications, restrictions, andcon- 
^tis, which may be imposed. This is conferring on the Directors 
^ght to exercise a power, of all others, the most important to the 
'Kholders, and which, it is believed, to be their peculiar right 
^ercise. 
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Concerning the provision which relates to the ooQMlidatm of 
the banks, desirous as the committee are to see tlie number of banks 
raluced, tbej doubt whether the present plan would be attended with 
entire success* 

A due regard does not appear to liave been paid to ^e princqiles 
of equality and reciprocity; and the committee fear the mvirisionsof 
the bill are rather too coercive, for a plan, the success of which iBi»t 
80 materially depend on a spirit of compromise and of amicable a^ 
rangement among the stockholders of date several banks; at a tine, 
top, when stockholders have but small inducements to widi an exten- 
sion of their charters. 

The committee deem it their duty further to state, that there ap- 
pears to be considerable division of, opinion among the firecton cf 
the several banks respecting the bilL T%e directors of tiie banks, 
generally, in Alexanima, being in favor of it; those of Washingtxm 
somewhat divided, and those in Georgetown generally opposed. 

On the whole, the committee, after giving to the subject their Jwst 
reflection, have come to the conclusion, that it would probably con- 
duce more to a spirit of amicable arrangement among the sereni 
banks, and the accomplishment of the important object in view, to 
do no more, for the present, than to extend flie charters of mA of tte 
banks as expire bemre the first day of January, A. D. 1S22, to thit 
time, that being the period when the charters of most of the baaks in 
the District expire, so that all may expire at one and the same tin^ 
in the hope and enectation that, by the next meeting of Coagras, 

Seneral meetings of the stockholders will be called, and their sense 
uly taken on this or some other j^ati for reducing tlie nanber ef 
banks in the District, more likdy to insure unanimity^ and to impart 
general satisfaction^ 
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JS SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES, 

Afrh. M, 1820« 



The Coinmittee on Peiisione, to whom was referred fhe petitioii of 
John Dougherty, praying a pension, 

REPORT: 

That the case stated by the petitioner entitles him to be put on the 
pension list, under the a(^ <^ 25th April, 1808, by exhibiting the evi- 
dence required by that act, according to the rules prescribed by the 
Secretary of War; and, therefore, it is unnecessary to pass a special 
act for his relief. The Committee recommend the following resolu- 
tion : 

JUsolvedf That the petitioner have leave to withdralv his petition. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 



Afbii> Z6, 1820. 



The Committee on Pensions^ to whom was referred tlie petitkHi ef \ 
Deto Weymouth^ praying an increase of penaiony 

REPORT: 

That the petitioner states, and the docaments accompanj^r kii 
petition satisfactorily shew, that he served, with fidelity, as a scMkr 
in the United States' service, during the late war with Great Britain: 
and received several vrounds, one of which was in his right knee, ii|!i 
consequence of which he lost his leg. 

The Committee find that his present pension is eight dollars 
month, which is the greatest sum allowed, by the exbting law, to 
private, for the highest disability. That the petitioner is now 
ployed, as a d^k in the War Department, at a yearly salary i 
eight hundred dollars; and, under these circumstances, the Comnut* 
tee are of opinion, that it is not expedient, at this time, to incrM 
his pension; and therefore recommend the adoption of the fiiUowiif 
resolution: 

Resdvedf That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petiA^ 
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of nominal eapital; andto r^^tt^whether ittiy^ ind, if aay* which, of Ihe aaid 
banks have, by themselves or iMir igenta^ pofidteed in the slosks of their res- 
pccUye banka; and, if any, the oBooiit so ptsohaied 
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TREASURY DEPAR'TMENT, 

%5th April, 1820. 

Snt: The Senate havings by a resolation of the 17th inst directed 
Hike Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be prepared and laid be- 
»>3re the Senate a statement shewing tfie amount of capital subscrib- 
& and paid to each bank in the District of Columbia; ]^rticularly 
^Mcifying the time and mode of payment; the parts tiiereof which 
^ve been paid^ or which consist in stoA inotes^ or in any other spe- 
lls of nominal capital; and to report whether any^ and, if any, 
^hich, of the said banks have, by themselves, or tbeir agents, pur- 
biased in the stocks of their respective banks; and, it, any, the 
mount so purchased;'* and the information required not being in the 
ossession of this Department, an application whb made to each of 
^ose banks for returns shewing, distinctly, 

^e amount of its capital. 

^e times at which the capital was paid. 

^e amount of capital paid in specie. 

^e amount of capital paid in, or consis^g of, promissory notes, or 

paid by the proceeds of such notes discounted by such bank. 
yhb amount of capital paid in, or consisting of, any otiier species of 

nominal capital. 
C^e amount of capital paid in any oflier mode. 
C^e amount of stock, of such bankf purchased by iter its agents. 
C^e amount of stock, of such 4)ank, received by it in payment of 

debts. 

I have now the honor to transmit the statements which have been 
^mdered by those banks respectively. It4s proper to add, that, if 
Ibe returns do not distinctly fiimisb all the information which is re- 
Loured by the resolution, there is no power of coercion in this Depart- 
ment by which more could be obtained. 

I have the honor to be, sir. 

Tour most obedient servant, 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

ne hon. The PsBsiDSirr 

of ihe Senate. 
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THOMAS SHEAFE; AND OTHERS, 



CITIZENS OF PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 



Afsix 28, 18£0. 
Ordered to be printed for the use of the Sennte. 
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To Hit Senate and Hffuse of Representatives of the United States, in 

Congress assembled: 

The Memorial of the Sabscribers^ residing in Portsmouth^ in the 
State of New Hampshire^ respectfully represents: 

That the inhabitants of Portsmouth, and^ its vicinity, have, for 
many years, been employed in the business of ship-building, and in 
foreign commerce; and, from their Jocal situation, having no staple 
commodity with which to freight their ships, they have engaged very 
extensively in the transportation of goods from the soumem ports 
to the markets of Europe: That, whUe they were permitted to enter 
into competition with foreign nations upon equal terms, this business 
was a source of constant and increasing profit; that this port, in the 
number of tons of shipping owned and employed, is inferior to very 
few ports in the United States; that, previous to the late war, there 
were annually built, upon the river Piscataqua, vessels, (chiefly em- 
ployed in the carrying trade,) whose collective burthen exceeded five 
thousand tons; but that, this sum is at present reduced to less than 
one thousand tons, and the vessels actustlly engaged in this business 
scarcely obtain sufficient freight to defray their current expenses; that 
this want of employment for American ships is to be attributed, in a 
j^reat measure, to the superior advantages enjoyed by foreign ships 
in our own ports; that, from the greater bulk of the commodities 
usually exported from this country to Europe, compared with the 
goods usually received in return, the additional tonnage and light- 
money paid by foreign vessels does not, in any efiective manner, 
operate as a countervailing duty; that, in particular, this disadvan- 
tage is most severely felt in our intercourse with France; that the 
difference of duties in that country upon goods transported in Ameri- 
can or French vessels, is an advantage in favor of the latter, at least 
equal to the whole freight, and, therefore, that no goods will be 
shipped in American vessels, while a French vessel can be obtained 
at less than double the carriage. That the export trade te France 
employs, annually, about 150,000 tons of shipping, while the goods 
imported from thence scarcely exceed 10,000; that the whofe car- 
riage of these commodities, the growth and produce of the United 
States, is, under existing circumstances, relinquished to France; 
that, upon a general comparison of the exports oi the United States 
with the tons of American shipping in actoal employment, the export 
trade to France ought to engage, at least, 90,000 tons of American 
shipping, the freight of which, amounting to, at least, £,500,000 
doUars, i$, at present^ totally lost to tho United States. 
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The subscribers forbear to urge upon your attentkm the impor- 
tance of these considerations, neither would they presume to didaie 
the measures proper tobe adopted; but they would respectfully sug- 
gest, that a system of countervailing duties would only lead to 
increased exactions on the part of foreign nations; while a prohibi- 
tion of the vessels of those nations who should not equalize the duties^ 
from carrying away the produce of the United States, would, pro- 
bably, lead to a satisfactory adjustment. 



Thomas Sheafe, 
Nath. A. Haven, 
Henry Ladd, 
Geo.F. Blunt, 
Clement Storer, 
Edmund Roberts, 
James Rundlet, 
Lewis Barnes, 
Samltel Sheafe, 
Josh. W. Pierce, 
Theodore Chase, 
Samuel Lord, 
John Haven, 
Robert Rice, 
Tho. A. Harris, 
Jacob Cutter, 
Isaac Waldi*on, jnn. 
E. G. Parrott, 
Wm. Rice, 
William Haven, 



John M'CUntock, 
Elisha Hill, jun. 
£. Thompson, 
Jacob Sheafe, 
Thomas Neil, 
Theodore F. Jewett, 
Elisfaa Whiddeo, 
Thomas Haven, 
Laneley Boardinm, 
A. W. BelJ, 
Abm. Shaw, 
A. & J. Wendell, 
James Shaplev, 
Titus Salter,' 
John Rice, 
Jacob S. Pickering, 
W. Jones, jun. 
Wm. W. Thompson, 
Charles Coffin, 
James Sheafe. 



Portsmouth, January 6, 1819. 

Gentlemen: The undersigned beg leave to forward to the New 
Hampshire delegation in the Congress of the United States, the en* 
closed memorial to that honorable body, in behalf of the merchants 
and ship owners of Portsmouth; and to request their aid, in pro- 
moting the views of the memorialists. 

A few examples will show the operation of the present state of 
our commerce with France, on the American merchants; and the 
hopeless prospect of our entering into competition with the vessels 
of that nation, in carrying to France the produce of the United States. 

A ship of 320 tons will carry about 480 hogsheads of Virg^inia, or 
^40 hogsheads of Kentucky tobaccd, weigliing about 610,000 pounds; 
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e freight of which* the last year, at 509* sterling per hogshead, the 
ual rate, would amount to g 5333. This article, in a French ves- 
l, is admitted free of duty in France; in an American ship, the 
ties would amount to 7,200 dollars. From this deduct 1 dollar 
r ton, extra tonnage and light money, on French vessels in Ame- 
:an ports, will leave 6,970 dollars, benefit to a French ship over 
I American vessel. . • 

The same ship will carry 1000 bales of upland cotton, at 280 lbs. 
r bale: 280,000 lbs. at Id. sterling freight, will amount to 2 5188; 
e duties payable in France on the same, in an American ship, 
nounts to 9,265 dollars; in a French ship to 5,040 dollars; deduct- 
g tonnage money, as before, leaves a benefit to the French ship of 
905 dollars. 

On a similar cargo of rice, the freight of 1,200 tierces, at 80s. 
Krling per ton, will amount to 5,333 dollars; the duties on the same 
France, will amount, in American ships, to 4,662 dollars; in 
rench ships to 1,332 dollars. Deduct extra tonnage, as before, 
aves a benefit to the French ship of 3,010 dollars. 
The difference on pot ashes exceeds 1 1 dollars per ton. The same 
ill apply to oils, and all other exports of the United States. 
The number of French ships in the southern ports, the last year, 
ceeded considerably the number of the preceding year; 9.nd, from 
esent appearances, double tlie number will be here the present year 
er the last season. 

Not only the carrying trade in American ships to France must be 
andoned; but all speculations on American account, except in 
■ench vessels. A diminution of American tonnage must follow; 
d its influence on the revenue will, in time, be felt by the govern- 
int. 

With much respect. 

Tour obedient servants. 

E. G. PARROTT. 
SAMUEL SHEAFE. 
THEODORE CHASE. 
SAMUEL LORD. 

on* D. L. MoRBiLL, 

John F. Pakrott, of the Senate. 

3n. AKTHUB'|aV£RMORE, 

Josiah'Bv^9;cr, 

Clifton Claggett,^ 

NATHAjrrBL Upham, ^ * 

J. BuFFVM, Jun. 

William Plumer, Jun. of Hie Himse of Representatives. 
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IN SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES, 
ApBn 28, 1820. 



Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Rawlei^ C. Cbristiiuis, praying a pension, 

ORT: 

at the petitioner's case, as stated in bis petition, dbea, in the 
»n of ue committee, entitle him to relief, under the provisions 
I act of Congress of IBt^ March, 1818, upon establishing the 
according to the mles prescribed by the Secretary of War in 
Mhalf; and that it is not necessary to pass a special act fiu- the 
oner's relief. The committee, thwefore, recommend the adop- 
if the fallowing resolution : 
talvedf That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
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b the Honorable Senate and House of RepresenUUives of the United 

States of •America in Congress assembled : 

'he Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the City of Philadel- 

phia^ respectfully sheweth : 

That we have seen^ with great concern^ the project of a bill, re- 
irted to the House of Representatives by the Committee of Com- 
erce and Manufactures, calling for a considerable increase of du- 
5S on goods imported into the United States. We had hoped that^ 
iring the uncommon depression of our commerce and agriculture, 
I measures would have been taken by our government to add to the 
cumulated distress of either. If the mere item of revenue were 
e only object proposed by the bill, we should think it inexpedient, 
id as by no means calculated to effect the end proposed; but, con- 
lering it as calculated seriously to injure, or perhaps destroy, our 
reign commerce, and to erect on its ruins a manufacturing system 
cx)mpatible with our habits and the state of our jiopulation, it he- 
mes the duty of those who are to be the victims^ respectfully to 
monstrate against such manifest injustice. 

Whatever may be the merits of the system of finance which has 
dsted since the adoption of the Federal Constitution, it is at least 
ititfed to suflBcient respect to preserve it from abrogation, before a 
roper substitute be offered. That which is now proposed^ so far 
om increasing the revenue, will, in our opinion, have a contrary 
feet, and will, at the same time, tend to destroy our foreign com* 
erce, and introduce an unfavorable change in our habits and morals, 
lit we beg leave to call your legislative attention especially to that 
kss of society of which we are members, and to reflect upon the con- 
tuences that will result, not only to us, but, also, to the numerous 
^riptions of tradesmen and artizans who depend on us for their 
ployment and support, from any sudden and radical change in our 
Sfdtit condition. Our capitals, to an immense amount, are vested 
^Hipping, warehouses, wharves, and other appendages belonging 
i^^rcantile establishments. We have been prepared, by education 
liabit, for the different branches of our calling, and are unfit for 
Qther. Are we, then, to be required to submit to the destruction 
^ur property, and to renounce the great branch of maritime comet 
^c:e which is coeval with the settlement of our country ? It is to 
]>ower of Congress to change our laws, but it is beyond its pow«r 
^uange the force of nature and of habit. We have an extensive 
b of sea-coasts, indented with fine harbors; we have a bold and 
^rprising population on that sea-coast, to whom the ocean has 
Aierto furnished subsistence and comfort; they will, therefore, there 
too much reason to betieve^ not be withdrawn from it by any 
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are .cottrni, the great staple of our southern states^ from the East 
iSf to the great prejudice of the value of oiirs; she would gladly 
our raw materials, and pay us in such manufactures as we shall 
(table to rival, with the ai4 even of prohibitory duties, for a long 
^ of years; but, if we take measures to lessen the sale of her 
s, she will not be backward in retaliating, by lessening, as much 
le can, the consumption of our raw materials. Unfortunately, 
lave no productions of a character so peculiar as to defy compe- 
1, like the teas of China, and the wines and brandies of France : 
f our productions are to be found in other countries; and we must 
»e surprised to see her, at no distant day, forego the use of our 
n, as Portugal now does that of our flour. If England is the 
nal from which we propose to copy our restrictive system, we 
Id consider whether her situation was analogous to ours when 
idopted hers. We shall find, that cvery^cre of her good land 
in cultivation, and that her population 4md capital were redun- 
: in none of these items is there a conformity with our present 
tion : our population is very sparse, compared with our immense 
it of territory; and both our population and capital are feeble, 
mred with the exertions that will be called for in this arrange- 
;. But these are not the only difficulties we shall have to con* 
with. We have just stated to you tlie effect of the rivalry and 
teraction of otlier nations, as it respects tlie exports of our suy- 
productioQs. We beg leave to call your attention to the actual 
tion of England, as it respects her exports. Every nation in 
>pe is at war with her restrictive system, and have, by their coun- 
tion, reduced her manufacturing establishments, and the persons 
ected with them, to a condition of unparalleled distress. Even 
)ur proposed measure is principally levelled at her. The fact is, 
as long as we have surplus productions, we must export, and, 
ng as we export, we must import; but, if we determine not to 
•rt, and effect tliis purpose, either by prohibition or by excessive 
ts, we must be prepared to meet a corresponding feeling on the 
of other nations, and to suffer the inconvenience that have uni- 
ly attended restricted commerce, both as it respects our i*evenue 
agricultural interests. 

is not only on general ;principles that we object to the proposed 
of restriction and high duties, but we are also urged by the pe- 
rity of our own situation to remonstrate against tlieir unequal 
injust operation. During the last two or three years, the aggre- 
of the commerce of the United States has been productive of 
t loss to tliose who have been concerned in foi^ign trade; so that 
aerchant, who should only be tiie organ through which the reven 
s conveyed to tlie treasury, has, in fact, been burthcned with a 
large proportion of the duty which was intended to fall on the 
itmer. The diminution of capital has been such as to produce 
Y and very heavy failui-es throughout the maritime parts of the 
m. As long, therefore, as this state of things continued, we, as 
*ff observed, bad hoped that bo additional duties would hare been 
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lilished on soand principles as it respects capital and conduct^ 
pven an annual dividend of twelve per cent, for some years; we 
ot believe that, during the same period, there has been, in the 
lie states, an equal investment in commerce or agriculture, that 
given equal emolument; and yet it is contemplated to sacrifice 
d unerring sources of wealth and power, merely to promote the 
's of a small class of citizens; and that, too, without any reason* 
expectation of seeing their theories reduced to. beneficial prac- 

^e here beg leave to close, for the present, our general observa^ 
3 as to the expediency of increasing the pi*esent rate of duties, 
shall proceed to make some few of a more specific character, ad 
spects some of the leading articles in the proposed tarifT, and we 
his the more cheerfully, as we feel satisfied that it will appear, 
I tiie facts we shall present to your view, that the existing rate 
uties, so far from being enhanced, should be, in many instances, 
iced, if it be intended to apply them to the beneficial purposes of 
nue. 

LIQUORS AND GROCERIES. 

TttiEs. — We observe, that the duty on this important article is 
in blank, to be filled up: in the course of these remarks, and, 
, in a memorial which we lately presented to the Congress, we 
5 shewn the destructive effects produced by high duties on wines, 
it affords an instructive lesson to us for our future conduct in 
urd to laying high duties on articles which are considered as lux- 
GT. We promoted the agricultural as well as commercial interests 
le union, by exchanging our provisions and lumber for the wines 
\mdn and Portugal, which, for many years, were a source of 
nderable revenue; on these we imposed such high duties, that we 
^ in a great measure, destroyed the consumption of them, and we 
^-lost the sale of the provisions which we gave in exchange for 
ti. As it has not pleased the Lord to grant us any vineyards, and 
re once found this a profitable article of revenue, when properly 
laged, we trust it will not offend the most fastidious economist, if 
respectfully suggest to you the propriety of treading back on our 
19, and r^ucing, by almost one half, the duties actually paid, 
haps it may produce a policy on the part of Spain and Portugal, 
etnice their steps, and to remove the restrictions which they have 
08ed on our productions. We may then as^in have a chance of 
log on the farmers for some part of the surpla^grain, which, from 
pent appearances, they are likely to have on nand. 
Nelahdt. — ^We find this article in the existing, as well as in the 
nosed tariff*, classed with spirits of other (^nominations. We 
01 that brandies, to use a plural tem^ should be classed, and that 
nch brandy should pay at least 50 per cent, more duty tiian any 
sr 9fttdimf not only because the French government are endeavor- 
to wrest a part of our cijrrj^ing trade mm us, bu^ bcManse the 
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imated that the produce of Looiriana will amount, this year, 
t 40,000 hcls. of 900 Iks. each, or a total of 56,000,000 of 
Asno duty in paid on this enormous amount, that which U 
sugar from other countries operates as a protecting duty to 
gradually loses the character of a revenue duty, and will soon 
I exist as such; because the increased cultivation in Louisiana 
r to supercede the necessity of imparting from other countries, 
vill then have occuri-ed in our revenue, for the present ycai-, a 
in this single item, of Sl>080,000; but, witiiout anticipating 
summation of the deficit,, we beg leave to call your attention 
nrhich will, in our opinion, be sustained in the present year, 
e stated already, nn the best information we can procure, 
last crop amounted to about 36,000,000 of pounds, 'lliis su- 
ng protected by our present high duties, is wholly consumed 
nited States; and evei-y huncli-cd weight of sugar imported from 
countries, admitting it cost the same price, must he sold for 
>llars more, in order to indemnify the importer; hut, inas- 
3 the sugars of the West Indies require twice the labor and 
requisite in Louisiana, the price at which tliey are bought 
annot be supposed to be less. Thus, it evidently appears, 
s whole duty which is thus substracted from our revenue, is 
more nor less than a bounty granted to the sugar planters of 
na; and that the amount thus granted on 36,000,000 pounds, 
s Kl,080,000; but this is not all — it is generally understood 
a hogsheads of sugar yield one hogshead of molasses, and 
jer an equal quantity of rum; so that tliere will exist the ma- 
for 20,000 hogsheads of rum; which, at the moilcrate csti- 
100 gallons each, at a bounty of 30 cents per gallon, will 

to 2600,000 

iatilled, it will only receive a bounty of • • 80,000 

mitting one half to be used without distillation and 

ther to be converted into rum, the mean sum will be 340,000 

added to the bounty on sugar - - . . 1,080,000 

le aggregate bounty will be - - - - 1 ,420 ,000 

io not pretend to be accurate in this estimate, because we re- 
le principal data from public repoK; but we ara willing to 
11^ deductions from its amount, and we will suppose that tho 
paid as a bounty to Louisiana, for the present year, will 
only to 21,000,000; as, probably, the subject has nut been 
red in this point of view, the result may be matter of siir- 
nd we shall no longer he at a loss to account for a diminution 
■evenue in one of its imjmrtant branches. But, tliere ia a fea- 
tliis protecting duty of so singular a cast, that we do not he- 
can be paralleletl in the history of commei-cial bounties. It 
;hat the soil calculated for raising the sugar cane, in Loui- 
3 very limited, and that tlie &iltui-e of it is as yet confined to a 
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U In tfie Union, to pamper a few individiialfl^ living in the 
note and most favored angle of our country. To add to 
«ssive gains, we are to destroy the moBt active and bene- 
anch of our commerce, and to dissolve those branches of 
ximmerce, through wliich we are to receive our supplies, in 
t of being at war with a nation having a maritime force su- 

oar own. It will be in vain that we shall be told, that the 
« which we lose will be replaced by that of Louisiana. The 

the maritime states furnish scarcely a single article with 
e cannot supply herself, without our assistance. The value 
xports to New Orleans, in native proilucttons, is so soiall, 
niahes so rapidly, that Louisiana bids fair, and that very 
itand in the same relation to us with China. We must send 
ie to purchase her productions, and that, too, when they 
longer enjoy the bounties now grtinted by us with such pro. 

e sensible that the bounty, for such it ia in effect, granted 
igar, rum, and molasses, has not been produced by any lc< 
act, formed for the purposes of revenue, and wliich, by the 
increase of these articles, has been virtually converted into 
; and the measure of their inci-ease is precisely ttiat by which 
estimate the progressive reduction of our revenue, and of our 
dia trade. In the infancy of the su^'r establishments on 
iasippi, it might have been prudent to grant protection, and 
,tive bounty, if required. But, in their present state of con- 
when it is ascertained tiiat no species of agriculture can 
with tiiis, as to emolument, we think it in time to withdraw 
I of the bounty, and apply it to other branches of agriculture, 
I their turn requii-e support. Our flour, uur com, our to< 
ir rice, our salted fish, and lumber, call for support But we 
(k for it in the form of restricted dutie'?, but in the removal of 
tperate to depress those staple commodities. So far are we 
iroving of an increase in the duties on rum, sugar, and mo- 
lat we think it will be both wise and just on the part of our 
lent, to reduce, by one half, the amount of those which now 
those articles. It is a most oppressive tax on the fanner 
a-board, to pay, as a protecting duty, on a barrel of JV^- 
^ar, seven bushels of -wheat, at the prices of the present day: 
much more oppressive is it still, that this enormous bounty, 
id, should operate to destroy the sale of his produce in the 
which it has been uaually exported. Such, however, is the 
'the tax, and such its ^ect. In asking thus for a dimlnu- 
uty on West India produce. We do not apprehend a diminu- 
lie revenue. The existing high duties have contributed, 
ly, to the great reduction on tlie consumption of it. "Wq 
late very favorable reisulta to the revenue, which the en- 
onsumption, under reduced prices, will create; and that> 
> most beneficial effects will be felt, in the important brancb- 
iculture and c^mmtrce. 
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wt are to assume in lien of those whit^ we are called on to re* 
nouDCe. Our institutions have hitherto been such aa to render our 
bappinesa proverbialj what, on the other hand, is the condition 
of those whom we are attempting to imitate in this new career? 
The manufactories and workshops of England are the nurseries of 
pauperism and discontent. Ought we to wish to rival her fine muslin 
or splendid toys, if our poor-rates, like hers, are to amount to thirty- 
NX million; of dollars; and if our soldiers and farmers are to he em- 
ployed in suppressing the insurrections of our manufactui-crs? Let her 
e^joy the emoluments and miseries of her manufacturing system, and 
let us avoid it, until a crowded population may render it expedient 
and secure. We have known of many attempts in Europe, at the 
hotbed process of raising manufactures, and we believe tliat it has 
almost universally failed. The truth is, in respect to legislation on 
this subject, the Congress have done all that tliey can do, if we are to 
expect revenue from our imports; they have protected coarse goods 
to such an extent, that those who have formed manufacturing esta- 
biishments in welt peopled districts, and have conducted them pro- 
perly, acknowledge that they are sufficiently protected by our present 
duties, and they ask no advance. But thia is not enough; we must 
lay the ground-work of a general system of manufacturing, and, as . 
a prelude to it, it is proposed to begin by destroying our whole com- 
mercial and agricuftunil systems at one sweeping blow; for such 
promises to be the i-esult of the proposed tariff. It would be reason- 
able to suppose, from the summary mode of proceeding contemplated, 
Uiat the looms, and the anvils, and the artists, were impatiently wait- 
ing for the signal from Congress to supply us with chintzes and 
muslins, with needles and watches. But, su far from this being the 
case, we do not believe that the advocates of this important change 
have in contemplation one single branch of tlic higher class of fabi'ics, 
and it will be prudent for them to abstain from engaging in tiiem.— 
Tbeir efforts, supported by legislation, will be unequal to the attain- 
ment of the proposed end; as before observed, we may ruin the fair 
merchant; but you cannot suppress the trade, \^'bel) transGsrred to 
the smuggler who will undersell our own manufacturers. 

(f the spirit in which these exactions are made are characteristic 
of the new system which is to be introduced, we confess that we 
should, for this alone, deprecate its progress; for, if it is thus in tlie 
gristle, what will it be in the bone ? It seekx to destroy one gituit 
and hitherto beneficial system, before it is prepai-ed to furnish a^ub- 
stitutc. It abolishes imposts that are paid with fidelity, and calls for 
others that, we seriously fear, will not be paid. The interests that 
it places in advance of all others are tlioso of only a few compared 
with those whose interests it seeks to demolish. What, on tiie other 

' hand, has been Uie conduct of the farmer and the merchant ? They 
bave borne with cheerfulness, and discharged with punctuality, the 
taxes which bave been imposed on them* whether for the support of 

• government or for the promotion of pther branches of industi-y. They 
nave seen their commerce n^ored in some points and destroyed in 
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nuT' reaort for the present year, in tlie contemplation at the next 
section of recurring to an organized system of internal taxation wliicb 
will be less subject to fluctuation than tliat on wbicli we now rely 
for revenue. 

On behalf of the Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia. 

ROB. RALSTON, President, fc. 

Philadeefhu, ZOtk April, I8S0. 
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^rvations as to the operation of the present tariff, in giving protec* 
tm to the manufactures of this country, and in exduding the import 
Hon of goods ^foreign manufacture, similar to those manufactured 
rre. 

he cotton goods manufactured in this country to the greatest ex- 
are, plaids, stripes, chambrays, and cotton shirting of the coarser 
lities, whicb now cost in England less than twenty-fiye cents the 
ire yard, and are consequently subject to a very heavy duty, so 
h so, as nearly to exclude their importation. A yard of plaid, 
le, or chambray, would now cost in England 6d, of 24 inches 
5, of good quality, for example, 100 yards of plaid, stripe, or 
nbray, 24 inches wide, at 6d, cost 2l 10s sterling, it would con- 
66| square yards, and at 25 cents, is Sl6 68. 

The duty of 25 per cent upon the same is S4 17. 
hus, the 100 yards of plaid, stripe, or chambray, which*cost 
Os. sterling, or 213 20 cents, would now pay a duty of S4 17, 
;h is equal to 32 percent. 

piece of cotton shirting, 50 yards, would now cost in England 
sterling, of thirty inches wide, ll 7s, and would contain 44 i 
tre yards, which, at 25 cents, is 21 1 12. 

The duty upon the same at 25 per cent, is S2 78. 
hus, the piece of shirting which cost 27s. sterling, or S6, pays a 
' of S2 78, or 46 per cent. 

Carlisle gingham which has heretofore been much used by the 
■er people, of forty inches wide, would now cost 8d per yard, 
yards of Carlisle ginghams forty inches wide, at 8d is 3l 6s 8d 
ling, and would contain 111 square yards, at 25 cents, 827 75. 

The duty upon the same at 25 per cent, is S6 94. 
hus 1 00 yards ginghams, which cost in England, 3l 6s 8d, or 
82, pays a duty of j56 94, or 46i per cent, 
rinted calicoes, which are not made in this country, but much 
B, more particularly by the poor people, and considerably by all 
}es of females, now cost from 1 5s. 6d. to 33s. sterling per piece of 28^ 
Is, upon which there is a debenture allowed upon exportation, in 
:lanu, ^ 3id the square yard, and, as they are from 23 to 25 in- 
wide, the debenture is from 5s to 5s 6d per piece, and all which 
less ttian 25s sterling per piece, are now subject to additional du<- 
as the cost is less than 25 cents the square yard, 
very good calico, 23 inches wide, co>t in December last, 18s 9d 
ing per piece, upon which the debenture was 5s 3d sterling, mak* 
the nett cost 13s 6d sterling, and contained 18 square yards, at 
ts. is 84 50. 

The duty 25 per cent, is Si 12. 
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discounts, as may be given, paid, or allowed, at the place whence 
imported. 

iTpon all printed cotton goods exported, a debenture is allowed in 
Great Britain of did. the square yaord; and should flie contemplated 
duty be laid upon that, as well as upon the actual cost, it will amount 
to a complete prohibition to the importation of most kinds of printed 
cotton goods; and, also, upon English manufactured silk eoods, upon 
the exportation of which a bounty of 45. per lb. is allowed. 

The contemplated Tariff proposes a duty of 25 per cent upon linens 
of every description; and those costing less than 25 cents tiie square 
yard to be calculated as having cost that, and 25 per cent calculated 
upon that amount. In addition to which, the inty is to be calculat- 
ed upon the bounty allowed of lid. per yard, on all linens costing 
less than 18d. per yard. 

The propos^ Tariff also contemplates a duty of S3 per cent upon 
blankets; and stuffs are considered to be included witii woollens of 
every description, and consequently subject to 33 per cent duty. 
The three last mentioned articles, viz. blankets, stuff, imd linens, 
now pay a duty of 15 per cent ad valorem, and neither (excepting 
blankets, to a very limited extent) are manirfactured in this country, 
and are all much used. The impolicy of raising the duties upon them 
can be readily judged of; two of the articles being used, one from eco- 
nomy, the other from necessity, to a great extent by the poorer class 
of people. 

The consequences of raising the duties, to the rates proposed in the 
contemplated tariff, will be, to preclude the importation of many ar- 
ticles altogether in a fair way, and to encourage and systematize 
smuggling upon a scale so extensive as seriously to affect the reve- 
nue of the country, and corrupt the morals of the people. 

The facilities which our extensive seaboard, and inland frontier, 
give to the introduction of goods in an illicit manner; the temptations 
which the contemplated tariff offer; the large value of many articles 
which may be comprised in a small bulk, and the prospect of gain so 
great, that many individuals, who now would despise tiie person who 
would engage in such a trade, will be induced to engage in it them- 
selves. The inducements to the engaging in the introduction of ma- 
ny articles, in an illegal manner, can be readily judged of, when a 
person smuggling 100 lbs. of sewing silk, or silk twist, would, by 
avoiding theduty ^one, receive a compensation of one hundred and 
fifty dollars ! ! 

Five pieces of superfine cloth would comprise but a small bulk, and 
the weight would be about 150 lbs. and would contain about 100 
yards, and cost ^about 200{; the duty upon the same, according to 
the contemplated tariff, would be three hundred and twenty-four dol- 
lars! In many kinds of cambric muslins, fine fancy muslins, and 
manu&ctures of silk, the facilities and inducements to smuggling will 
be equally great. It must, therefore, be obvious to every person of 
reflection, uat, whether the contemplated tariff have for its ob^<^\.^<^ 
increase of revenue, or the protection of our-Oiwn maxiut«ictaxt«E^> ^%1 
an adoption of it will moat aaauredly hav^ a coiftmy ^^^cX% 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Mat 1, 1820. 



lie Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Archibald B. Lord, and others, officers of the United 
States' cutter Boxer, on behalf of themselves and the late crew 
of the said cutter, have had the same under consideration^ and 
thereupon submit the following 

tEPORT: 

The memorialists state, that, during the late war between the Unit- 
d States and Great Britain, there being no revenue cutter attached 
) the port of Georgetown, in the state of South Carolina, the said 
utter Boxer, belonging to the navy of the United States, then com- 
iiuided by lieutenant Monk, under whom the memorialists acted, 
ras stationed at that port for the purpose of preventing infractions 
f the revenue laws, and performing the duties generally of a reve- 
ae cutter; that, whilst acting in this capacity, the brig Diana, under 
wedish colors, entered the said harbor under color of distress; that, 
fter some short time, suspicions wei*e entertained by lieutenant Monk, 
ommander of the Boxer, that the object of the said vessel, the Dia- 
a, was smuggling and other illicit practices; that he communicated 
hese suspicions to the collector of the port, Thomas Chapman, who 
id not coincide in opinion, and took no steps to prosecute the inquiry; 
hat circumstances convincing lieutenant Monk that his suspicions 
irere correct, he took the necessary steps for having a judicial in ves- 
ication of the case; that, on the trial of said vessel, she was con- 
iemned for a violation of the laws, Mr. Chapman, the collector, hav- 
D^ been examined as a witness on behalf of the condemned vessel; 
bat on6 fourth of the proceeds of said condemned property was sl- 
otted to lieutenant Monk, as informer; that the said Thomas Cha^; 
nan applied to the court for one fourth, as his proportion as collector, 
diich was refused by the court on the ground of his being a witness 
n the cause— the act of Congress expi*essly excluding the col- 
ector, if he acts as a witness; and the said fourth was allotted to 
lie United States, along with the moiety to which, by law, the Unit- 
yd States are entitled in such cases; that an appeal was t^iWeTv lY^m 



.[136] 



MEMORIAL 



£ :Pl&^£T@^:£>TiiSrEii @(S>(Sit:a^^ 



OURAGEMENT OP AJtfEBICAN MANVPACTtlHES. 



AFBIL28, 1830. 
Printed by order of the Sentte of the United States 



wxauiNQTOs: 




I 



a 1 126 ] 



mss[i(Dmaii2i< 



the Senate and Bouse of Bepresentatives qf the United States. 

Memorial of the Pennsylvania Society for the encouragement of 
American Manufactures, respectfully sheweth : 

bat your memorialists have read, with the deepest regret, two 
mstrances presented to your honorable houses, from agricultural 
ities in the state of Virginia, deprecating your interposition in 
r of the manufacturing part of the community, 
bese documents, containing sundry allegations ii\jurious to your 
orialists, and resting, as shall be made to appear, on an un- 
d basis, require a detailed investigation, to which we respect- 
request your attention. 

e must premise, that we should have hoped that the ruin of so 
Y of the manufacturers — ^the depressed state of those who have 
)rto escaped the situation in which their brethren have been in- 
ed — and the distresses of that class whose sole dependence is on 

* labours-would have prevented this unkind interference, calcu- 
[ to continue their suflferingsi that the generous sympathy which 

* situation ought to have excited in the breasts of fellow citizens, 
arked in one common cause, would have averted this hostility, even 
all the allegations of the remonstrances been irrefragable; where- 
ve hope to prove, that such as are of any importance, are easily 
eptible of refutation. The disappointment fills us with surprise 
regret — and is ill calculated to foster those kind regards and at- 
ments which ought to subsist among members of the same com« 
ity, and which we have always cherished towards our agricul- 
1 fellow citizens. 

ut our appeal, and that of our brethren, has not been made to the 
^rosity or compassion of our fellow citizens. We appeal to their 
»r — to their justice. We ask, at length, after a lapse of thirty 
s, in which the government has existed, for a share of that pro- 
on so bountifully bestowed upon commerce, and which agricul- 
f as will appear, has abundantly enjoyed, 
he allegations of the agricultural societies are principally confin- 
) three points — 
The extortions said to have been committed by manufacturers 
ng tbe war. 
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In the year 1788, flour was four dollars per barrel in our sea 
ports; which Was regarded as a fair and liberal price. In the next 
year the demand for the supply of France took place, and this arti- 
cle was raised to five and six dollars; from year to year, afterwards. 
It rose to ten, twelve, and fourteen dollars; and probably it averaged, 
during the whole of the French revolution, above ten. We submit to 
a candid world whether this fact does not more completely establish 
the charge of ** extortion^^^ than the rise of broad cloth from eight or 
nine to fourteen dollars, or even to thirty, had it taken place 
when the raw material rose from seventy-five cents to four dollars 
per pound? And whether the rise on the wool itself is not incompara- 
bly more " extortionate^* than that on tlie broad cloth? The latter 
was not only justifiable, but imperiously necessary, by tlierise which 
we have stated on the raw material. But, for the rise on wool or flour, 
uo such reason existed. It did not proceed from any advance ^* in 
the intrinsic value of the article^** to borrow the words of the Peters- 
iMirg remonstrance, ** nor from a consideration of what price would 
^ifford a fair profit to the?* farmers; •* hut how much the necessities of 
^Ze consumers enabled them to extort.** 

At the same period, 1788, butter was ten cents per pound-r-beef 
^nd pork, five cents; tobacco, three or four; and all other dgricultu- 
nd articles in the same proportion. They have since been raised 
Vom one to two hundred i)er cent, above those piices. Yet we have 
lever alleged against the farmers or planters the odious charge of 
^ extortion^** at which they would have I'evolted. Have they, wc ask, 
% right to raise tJieir prices one or two hundred jjer cent, at pleasure, 
svhen the demand war^ants it, without " extortion^* — and yet to 
ivound tlie feelings, and injure the characters of tlicir fellow citizens, 
»y the odious imputation of *' extortion^** when the advance of the 
raw material, by themselves, renders k rise of manufactures necessa- 
ry? If this be a chartered privilege, wc wish to know whence it is de- 
rived, and by what tenure it is held. Seriously, we presume this to 
be the strongest illustration of the parable of the beam and the mote, 
Ihatthe variegated history of mankind presents. 

Flour is now four dollars and seventy-five cents per barrel on the 
sea board. Should war or famine take ])lace in Europe, the price 
would be immediately raised, one, two, three, four, or five* dollars 
per barrel. And, in proportion to the intensity of tlie distress, would 
be the tax levied on the consumers in this country. Thci'e are about 
three millions of white people in the United States not engaged in 
agriculture, who consume, on an average, two bari*els of flour per 
annum. A rise of three dollars, which might take place immediately, 
in case of a very extraordinary demand, would amount on this arti- 
cle to a gain of 18,000,000 of dollars, levied by the farmers on the 
rest of the community during tlic ensuing year, exclusive of probably 
an equal amount on all otiier agricultural proiiuctions, liable to a pro- 
portionate advance of price. And this is not a mei-e hypothesis of what 
may occur. It is the history of the last thirty years, and of the im- 
mense prices^ again to borrow the vitiiperant language of the remon- 
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roof of the inequality of UiesyBtem of legislation with which the 
nment commenced, and of the care with which tiic agricultu- 

who ibnned the great mass of the national legi§lature, guord- 

iir own interests. 

mp. at present, ia subject to a duty equivalent to tweKty-six per 

cotton, thirty; cheese, ninety; spirits, eighty; snuff, seventj- 
manufiftctured tohacco, one hundred; coals, thirty-eight and a 
sugar, thirty-seven and a Ifolf; and potatoes,^; en; averagin|* 
ightper cent. Few other ai-ticles, the product of the earth, are 
■ted. But they are all, excq>t three or lour, subject to fifteen 
nt 

the manufactures imported in the year 1818, one twenty-fifth 

laid a duty of (even and a Aoif per cent.; one-third,,^wn; one- 

twenty; two-fifths, twenty-^ve; and one twenty-fiftti part, 

per cent.* 

this striking contrast, which affords no proof ol '< the prover- 
ibo'ality" of the landed interest, we oSier but a single comment: 
Is one to the numerous melancholy instances with which history 
ids, that where one particular into'est predominates in a legisia- 
ody, the otliers rarely experience impartial justice. We wUl 
I only one article, which places, in a strong point of light, the 
ait degree of protection experienced by agriculture and manu- 
■es. Cotton, a raw material, is subject to a duty of thirty per 
— uid the freight is about the same. The cotton planter has, 
'ore, a protection of sixty per cent.; whereaa, fine muslins and 
rics, pay but twentyrseven and a half per cent duty — and the 
it is not more than one or two per c«it. Thus the planter, who 
lima the idea of '* protection," has an advantage, over his ma- 
turing fellow citizens, of above thirty per cent, indei>endent of 
imense difference between Uie protection necessary for articles 
iced by agriculture, and those by machinery. It may be as- 
1, without danger of contradiction, that cotton would be better 
:tedhy a duty of twenty per cent., than cambrics or muslins by 
or seventy. We do not find that the tar^of any otlier country 
:ver presents sucb an extraordinary fieature. 
eat emphasis is laid ity the agricultural societies on the danger 
nonopolies granted to one class or order, at tlie expense of an- 

is forms a fertile thttas tm which they descant very fi<eely — 
remoDBtrate against 

At 74 - - - - g8,987,fl93 

19 - - - - 19,495,323 

SO .... 9,5S4,5S1 

2S ' - . - - 84,804,188 

SO . - . . S,6tS,&S7 
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w Ivge a portion of tbem, tbere is acatcdy a dession in whjch the 
mercantile interest does not memorialize Congress for protection 
apiinht foreign competition. On this conduct, so partial to them- 
selvea, and so excessively unkind to us, we dare not trust ourselves 
to comment. 

It would. extend this memorial to an unreasonab!e length, if we 
particularised one half of the *■' restrictions" of foreign commerce in 
nvor of our merchants. We shall confine ourselves to a few promi- 
nent c^ses, to prove that this maxim, now so zealously urged, has 
bid no weight, when the interests of tliat class were at stake; and 
that tlie " restrictions" on foreign commerce, which they succeeded 
in obtaining, were not only " not indispensable for the purposes of 
revenue," hut in many cases pernicious to it. 

When the competition of foreign merchants in the coasting trade 
vas wisely destroyed in the very outset of the government, by a heavy 
irobibitory tonnage duty, and afterwards by positive prohibition, 
vas this measure "indispensable for tlie purposes of revenue?" Was 
it not, according to the Salem memorial, " a shoal to impede the pro- 
greas of traded' 

When, in the first session of Congress, foreign merchants were 
excluded from the China trade, by extra duties on teas imported in 
Ibreign vessels, averaging one hundred and seven per cent., were 
they ** necessarg for (Ae purposes of revenue?" Did they not rather 
ifflpair the revenue? 

When, more recently, an extra tonnage duty of two dollars per 
too was imposed on foi^ign vessels arriving from ports which Ame- 
rican vessels were not allowed to enter, was this " necessary for the ■ 
pitrposes of revenue?" Where tlicn was tlie alarm about " shoals to 
impede the progress of trade?" 

Was the act prohibiting the introduction of plaster of Paris in 
finreign vessels, " necessary for tfie purposes of revemte?" or was it not 
Bather " a shoal to impede the progress of trade?" 

Was the act passed in a late session of Congress, of which the 
object was to coerce the British natipn to abandon the chief feature 
of their navigation act, which they prize so highly, *' necessary for 
tke purposes of revenue?" Has it not, on tlie contrary, injuriously 
aKicted revenue and agriculture ? 

And> in fine, we ask, and liope for a fair and explicit answer, whe- 
ther the strong " restrictioas" now contemplated against both Great 
firitfun and France, are " wtessary for tlie purposes of revenue?" 
Whether they are not, like the farmer, "skoals to jeopard" agricul- 
tmie and " revemu?" 

The acts above alluded to, and a great variety of others, which 
Abound in onr statute book, do not require much comment. Tbey 
•peak a language not to be misunderstood. If appears, and cannot 
ml to astonish yOur honorable houses, that, while nie merchants have, 
t^nm tbe commencement of the government, applied for, and been 
favored with "restpictiona" not only " not necessary for the purposes 
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aneatiiig; tbe course of justice, and suspending the collection of debts? 
Is it in the augmentation of poor rates — the increase of mendicants 
and soup houses! Is it in the failui-e of revenue to the enormous 
amount of five millians of dollars foi- the present year? Is it in the 
exclusion of one nf our chief staples from the British markets, and 
the very great depreciation in the price of the rest? Is it, in a word, 
in tiiat state of aflfairs justly characterized, in a recent report by the 
Secretiuy of the Treasury, in these strong terms: 

"But few examples have occurred of distress so general, and so se- 
Tere, as that wjiich has been exhibited in the United States." 

These, alas! are no symptoms of " national jyroaperity," and of 
" the miccesa of our pUicy,*' which, wc are told, with a grave and sober 
air, as if the assertion were irrefragable, excites " llie admiration of 
■ the stateavun of the old -world ! ! .'" 

We look around in vain, we i-cjicat, for this "national prosperity," 
which sounds so captivatingly. And we look equally in vain for 
** the admiration of the atatesvien of tlte oW world,'' of " the snccest of 
our peHqj," which is brought forward to tickle our national vanity. 
It would be vain to seek for the " success of a policy" which, after 
twenty years of a most extensive commerce, in whicli we received 
exorbitant pi'iccs for all our staples, has, in live years of profound 
■peace, with abundant liarvests, and wholly free from any natural 
calamity, reduced an intelligent, industrious, active population, pos- 
sessed of almost every possible advantage of soil and climate, with 
water ppwer unequalled in the world, from a towering state of pros- 
perity to its prcscut lamentable situation — a situation which, not- 
witlistaniling " the admiration of the statesmen of the old world," em- 
. phatically warns us to change a policy which built our prosiierity. 
not on the solid basis of national industry, but on the wretched foun- 
dation of foreign wars and famines, and wliich has rendered us- de- 
pendent on forctgD nations even for the chief part of the clothes we 
v^ear, although possessed of the most valimbic raw material in tlie 
world, to an extent commensurate with the demand of nearly halt the 
globe. 

But, if we look in vain for this " national prosperity," for " tlie svc- 
cea$ of our policy," and for ** the admiration of the statesmat of the old 
^ tvorld," we look equally in vain for " t!ie rdaxatian of the rigor of 
' their systems." When this memorial was drafted, early in January 
last, and likewise when it was presented to Congress, on the Slat of 
that month, there was not before the American nation a trace of such 
relaxation in any part of Europe whatever. The assumption, there- 
fore, oil whicli so much of the argument of the memorial is predicated, 
was unwarranted by the fact. 

The countries with which the chief part of our intercourse is car- 
ried on, are Great Britain and France. In the thi-ee last years of 
our domestic exports, amounting to 193,000,000 of dollars, there 
were 141,000,000 exported to these two countriesj whereas, to Russia, 
Sweden, penmark, Norway, Prussia, the Hansc Towns, and all the 
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ports of Germanyt we only exported 1 1 ,000,000 of dollars. Of OBQrse, 
we are little interested in the commercial arrangements of those na- 
tions* 

The signers of the Salem memorial arci^called upon to prodoce any 
symptom, in Great Britain or France, of this very extraordinary 
*^ admiroHonJ^ or its effects. Our poliqr is truly a subject of << adnd' 
ration** for the desolation it has produced, as hurricanes and torna- 
does are; but not of imitation to any wise nation. No symptoms 
of such imitation can be found. On tiie contrary, the cords are every 
day drawn tighter. So far as respects France, the Edinbuj^ Review, 
for July, 1819, informs us that, 

**The anti-commercial system of the ex-emperor, instead of being 
modified, or repealed, has, in fact, been adopted in all its extent, by 
his legitimate successors; and ^Hn their hands has become doubly ^- 
cUnt.*' 

No alteration has taken place since that period. We are, there- 
fore, warranted to state, that the '^ admirationf** and imitation •( 
** the success of our policy 9** which form so capital an item in tlie Salem 
memorial, cannot be substantiated in France. And the rigorous acts 
recently passed, and now contemplated, by this government, to coun- 
teract the British restrictive commercial policy, prove that that na- 
tion, in like n>anner, does not fall within the description of the Salem 
memorial,^ as excited to " hdmiration** or imitation of " otir poliqf," 
by its wonderful ** success.** 

When the Salem merchants laid down the maxim that *^ national 
wealth is best promoted by a free interchange of commodities^ upon 
principles of perfect reciprocity ,** did they mean to convey the idea 
that the United States enjoy Such a ^^free interchanged* It cannot 
ber There is no nation in th6 world which carries on commerce more 
completely destitute of *^ perfect redprodty,^* 

Our ports are open to the manufactures of all the world. Whereas, 
most of the ports of Europe, and all those of tiie colonies of that 
quarter of the globe, are shut against ours. This is a practical com- 
mentary on the ^perfect reciprocity** which the Salem memorial in- 
sinuates we enjoy. Again: 

We exchange necessaries of life and raw materials, in the most 
rud^ state, for manufactures elaborated with the last finish of human 
industry and skill; thus, in every case, we exchange the labour of 
two or three, and in many that of ten, twenty, and thirtjr persons, 
for one» Our cotton is returned to us in a manufactured state, at an 
average of five-fold its original cost. 

It is this species of one-sided <^ perfect reciprocity," which bas 
produced *< a distress so general and severe** that *^few example^ of 
equal intensity ^^have occurred,** and which has rendered the situa- 
tion of the XJnitod States an object of regret and sympathy for iU 
friends, and of exultation for . its enemies. It is full time for tbe 
guardians of the nation's rights to secure it something like '^ redpro- 
city** in its intercourse with the rest of tbe world. 
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We sRnnot close this memorial irithoDt expressing our astonisb- 
■lent and regret, tbat an idea could erer have prevailed, of the exist- 
ence of hostili^ between tiie interests of agriculture and manufac- 
tnres; whereas, the great mass of the productions of the former 
derive their chief value from the market afforded by tiie latter. ' The 
hides, tite skins, the furs, the wool, a large portion of the cotton, 
the timber, the coals, the lead, the iron, the pitch, the tar, the tur- 
pentine, the tallow, the indigo, the flax, of the farmer, find a ready 
sale among the manufacturers, who likewise consume of provisions 
one thousand per cent, more than the amount exported to all the 
world in the most flourishing period of our history. 
. Your memorialists arc gratified to find, that the opposition to their 
jost requests has been confined to a email portion of ibe two great 
classes of their fiillow citizens. 

In submitting the premises to the most serious attention of your 
honorable houses, your memorialists hope that yon will make such a 
modification of the tariff', as will secure to all persons interested in 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, a full and equal share of 
protection. 

THOMAS LBIPER, Pice Prmdeni. 

James Mease, Seeretanf, pro tern. 



Phu^adei^fhu, iSpril 3d, 1820. 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Mat S, 1820. 



Pbe Committee on the Distriet of Columbiay to whom was referred 
the resolution to inquire into the expediency of aUowing to the said 
District a Deleeate to Ck>ngress9 upon a footing with the Ddegates 
from the sevenu territorial governments, 

LBPORT: 

That the committee have had the subject under thdr consideration, 
•^d are of opinion it would not be expedient for Congress to l^islate 
•n the subject of the resolution during the present session. 
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m SENATE OF TBE WFTBD STATES, 
Mat 9f 1890. 



he Committee of CoidDerce and Maan&ctnrea, to vhom WM re- 
ferred the petitloa of Herbert Grant, 

EPORT: 

That, by the petition and documents, it aiqnus that the petitioiKir, 
the year 1818, purchased two cases wT Spanish dbying cards, that 
ere then in the public store in the city of New-York; Uiat, before 
Eking^ the purchase, he was informed bj one of the Clerks in the 
latom heuse, of the port of New-Torb, that the said property was 
itided to drawback; in consequence of which, he paid itie duties on 
e said.]ffoperty; amounting to four hundred and thirty two dollars, 
r the express pui^wseof exporting the same; that^ ^lout six months 
tcr said purchase, he attempted to export the said goods, bat was 
(bnoed that no drawback could be allowed; in consequence of which 
e petitiDnOT returned the same to the custom house, where they still 
nain. He therefore pn^s for such relief as may be just and pro- 
r under these circnmstancea. 

As the law is express, that tha« shall not be an allowance of draw- 
ck on playing amis, it is a sofficient notice to all persona concem- 
I* ToaUowthedrawbackinconsequenceof themi^nformationof a 
leHk, as stated in Hne petition, and against the letter of the law, 
iKild be a dangerous pmctice, and might be attended with much in- 
lOTenience in the adleroon of the rerenue. The committee recMn- 
Eod the following resolution : 
Bached, That tiie petttiMier bare leave to withdraw his petition. 
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STiiTES, 
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THE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH HAS LATELY TAKEN PLACE 



BBTWEIir 



THB SECRETARY OF STATE 



AMU 



GENERAL YIVES, THE SPANISH MINISTER^ 



Iir BBLATXOV TO THB 



TBEATT TOB THE CESSION OF THE nOBIDAS. 



Mat 9, 1820. 

Printed by order of the Senate of the United States. 
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MESSAGE 



b the Senate of the UniUd States: 

Icommanicateto Congress a correspondence which has taken place 
Btween the Secretary of State and the Envoy Extraordinary and 
linister Plenipotentiary of his Catholic M^esty, since the message 
r the 27th March last, respecting the treaty which was concluded 
stween the United States and Spain, on the 22d February, 1819. 
After the failure of his Catholic Majesty, for so long a time, to 
itify the treaty, it was expected that this minister would have 
rought with him the ratification; or, that he would have been autho- 
zed to give an order for the delivery of the territory, ceded by it, 
> the United States. It appears, however, that the treaty is still 
iratified, and that the minister has no authority to surrender the 
rritory. The object of his mission has been to make complaints, 
id to demaQd explanations, respecting an imputed system of hos- 
lity, on the part of citizens of the United States, against the sub- 
cts and dominions of Spain, and an unfriendly policy in their go« 
»rnment, and to obtain new stipulations against these alleged in- 
ries, as the condition on which the treaty should be ratified. 
Unexpected as such complaints and such a demand were, under 
isting circumstances, it was thought proper, without compromitting 
e government, as to the course to be pursued, to meet them prompt- 
9 and to g^ve the explanations that were desired, on every subject^ 
ith the utmost candor. The result has proved, what was sufficient- 
^ell known before, that the charge of a systematic hostility being 
[opted, and pursued by citizens of the United States, against the 
iminions and subjects of Spain, is utterly destitute of foundation; and 
at their government, in all its branches, has maintained, with the 
most rigor, that neutrality, in the civil war between Spain and the 
lonies, which they were the first to declare. No force-has been 
•Uected, ner incursions made from within the United States, agtinst 
e dominions of Spain; nor have any naval equipments been per- 
itted, in favor of either party, against the other. Their citizens 
ise been warned of tiie obligations incident to the neutral condition 
their country; the public officers have been instructed to see that 
e laws were faithfuUy executed; and severe examples have been 
ade of some who violated them. 

In regard to the stipulation proposed, as the condition of the rati* 
:ation of ike treaty, that tiie United States shall abandon the right 
recognize the i*evolutionary colonies in South America, or to form 
bker relations with them^ when, in their judgment^ it may be just 
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Great hope is entertained that this change will promote the happiness 
of the Spanish nation. The good order, moderation, and humanity, 
which have characterised the movement, are the best guarantees of its 
stilccess. The United States would not be justified, in their own es- 
timation, should thej take any step to disturb its harmony. When 
the Spanish goyemment is completely organized, on the principles of 
this change, as it is expected it soon will be, there is just eround to 
presume, that our diflerences with Spain will be speedily and satisfiAC* 
torily settled. 

With these remarks I submit it to the wisdom of Congress, wheth* 
er it will not still be advisable to pos^ne any dedsioa .on this sub- 
ject until the next session. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wdstiingtan, 9th Mtgf UBItO. 
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Becal of J(r. OnU. 

Don Ferdinand the Seventh, King, hy the grace of God, of Castilet^ 
Leon, and Arragon^ of the two Sialies, Jemsideni, Nayarre, Gre- 
nada, Toledo, Valencia, Galicia, Miyorc% Seville, Sardinia, Cor* 
dova, Corsica, Marcia, Jaen, the Algarves, Algeziras, Gibraltar, 
the Canary Islands; of the two Indies, and of the Islands of the 
Ocean Sea; Archduke of Aastrla; Duke of Burgundy, of Brabant^ 
and Milan; Count of Hapsburg, Flanders, Tirol, and Barcelona; 
liOrd of Biscay and Molina : 

To my great and good friends the United States of America: 

GBiBAT AND GOOD IBIEITDS : 

It having been represented to us^ by Don Luis de Onis, our envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipo3;entiary to you, that he is desirous 
to return to Europe, for l^e recovery t>f his health, we have thought 
fit to grant him the necessary permission for that purpose. We have, 
therefore, authorized him to take his leave of you, and have charged 
him, in so doing, to assure youjof our constant friendship and desire 
to maintain and strengthen the ties- of amity now happily subsisting 
between us. On his faithful ea^ecution of these our commands, we 
rdy with confidence, as we do that you will receive with satisfaction 
tiiese renewed assurances. 

Werconclude by commendine you to God; and we pray that he 
would have you in his safe and holy keeping. 

Madrid, of 1819. 

Tour good friend, 

FERDINAND. 
JojLqjTiM Jose Meloabeuo de Rinz Davalos. 

A true copy. 

L. the Duke of SAN FERNANDO anU QUIROGA. 



Don Luis de Onis to the Secretary of State. 

[translation.] 

Sm: Having received firom my sovereign an appointment to other 
dirties, and being thereby deprived of the satisfaction of presenting to 
the President the letters of re-credence of the king, my master, I am 
tinder the necessity of transmitting them to you, with my request tk^ 
you would be pleased to lay them before his excellency liie "fres&r 
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Bident; to whom jou will also make it known, that his majesty, oo 
deciding to terminate my mission to your government, has com- 
manded me to express to it the assoranoe of his unalterable desire to 
roajnt^in the strict friendship now happily subsisting between botk 

powers. 

In fulfilling these orders of my sovereign, permit me, sir, also, to 
express to you the deep sense I entertain of the personal attentions 
with which I was honored by the President, by yourself in particu- 
lar, and by the citizens of the Union in general; aod to add the as- 
surance, that it will ever be to me a subject of the most grate/iiJ re- 
flection, if, in the discharge of my duties, and in the execution of the 
orders of my government, whose object it always has been to esta- 
blish the most perfect harmony between the two countries, I shall 
have been so fortunate as to have acquired the esteem of the Pr^ 
sident, together with yours. 

I pray you, sir, to receive the further assurance of my distingoish- 
ed sentiments, and my wish that Crod may preserve you many years. 

Madridf Janvary 27, 1820. 

LUIS DE 0NI8. 



Credential letter delivered by General Vives to the President (fihe 

United States* 

[trahslatioit.] 

Don Ferdinand the Seventh, King, by the grace of God, oC Castak, 
Leon, and Arragon, of the two Sicilies, Jerusalon, Navarre, Ghreai- 
da, Toledo, Valencia, Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordovi, 
Corsica, "Murcia, Jaen, the Algarves, Algesiras, CMbraltar, the Can- 
ry islands, of the two Indies, and of the islands of the Ocean set; 
Archduke of Austria, Duke of Burgundy, of Brabant and Mihi; 
Count of Hapsburg, Flanders, Tirol, and Barcelona; Lord of Bit 
cay and of Molina; 

To my great and good friends the United States of America. 

GREAT AlfD GOOD FRIENDS : 

Beine animated by the most sincere desire to maintain the fneni 
ship and good understanding happily subsisting between both coai- 
tries, and it being necessary, to' that end, that another person, pos* 
sessing our entire confidence, should forthwith be deputed to you, a< 
a successor to our late Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiaiy, Dot 
Luis De Onis, to whom we have granted leave to return to Ewope* 
for the re-establishment of his healUi, we have thought ^t toponfer tk 
-•-•-* appointment on Don Francisco Dionisio Vives, a major geaeril 
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of our amies, knigbt of tlic third class of the Royal aiid Militaiy 
Order of Saint Ferainand, and a member of tlie Supreme Coniicil of 
the said order; l«iightof the Royal and Military Order of St. Hcr< 
menegildo; twice honored by decrees of thanks for patriotic services; 
decorated with the Xorth Star, and Crosses of Honor for distinguished 
conduct and valur at the battles of Albuera, Sorauren, Lugo, Ta- 
manes and Medina del Campp; also, at the surrender of Villa Fran- 
ca to the army of the left; he uniting the requisite qualifications for 
the doe discharge of the said trust. ' 

We tiierefore hope, that, on his presenting to you this our letter of 
credence, you will grant him a kind and favorable reception; giving 
all faith and credit to what he shall say to you on our behalf. D^ne 
at Madrid, this fifteenth day of December, 1819. 

FERDINAND. 
Countertigiied — Joaquin Josef Melgarejo dc Rui» Davalos. 

A true copy. 

L. Tub Ddke of Sait Fbbhasdo and QcinoGA. 



[TBAMaLATION-j 

tienertd Don Frandsco DionUio Vives to the Secretary (jf Stated 

Sir; In conformity with the ordei's of my government, which were 
communicated to Mr. Forsyth on the 16th of December last, by his 
excellency the Duke of San Fernandg and Quiroga, and with tlie 
earnest desire of tlie King, my master, to see a speedy adjustment of 
the existing difficulties which obstruct the establishment, on a perifia- 
nent basis, of the good understanding so obviously required by the 
interests of both powers, I liave the honor tn address you, aiid fi-ankly 
to state to you, that my august sovereign, aft^ a mature and delibe- 
rate examination, in (Ull council, of the treaty of SSd February of 
the last year, saw, with great regret, that, in its tenor, it was very 
far from embracing all the measures indispensably i-eqnisite to that 
d^ree of stability which, from his sense of justice, he was anxious to 
see established in the settlement of the existing differences hetween 
the two nations. 

The system of hostility, which appears to he pursued in so many 
parts of the Union, against the Spanish dominions, as well as against 
the property of all their inhabitants, is so public and notorious, -that, 
to enter into detail, would only serve to increase the causes of dissa- 
tisfaction; I may be allowed, however, to remark, that they have been 
jtMtly denounced to the public of the United States, even by some of 
their own fellowkcitizens. 

Such a state of things, therefore, in which individuals may be con- 
sidered as being at war, while their, govcniments are at peace with 
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will see a jecisire evidence of tfae sinceite desire of the Kin^, my 
inaster, to attain with promptitude the definitive settlement of a tran* 
sactioR, no less important in itself, than it is essential to the mututU 
interests of the two countries. 

I eagerly avail myself of this occasion to assure you of my perfect 
respect and highest consideration. I pray that God may long prtv 
■serve you. 

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 

Washikotok, dpril 14, iseo. 



2%e Secretary of Stale to General Don Francisco Diomsio Vives, Envoy 
Exiraordinary and ■Minister PUmpoteatiary /root Spain. 

Dbparthent op State, 

Washingtan, I6th Jpril, 18£0. 
Sib: Before replying to the letter which I have had the honor of 
receiving from you, dated the 14tb instant, I am directed by the Pre- 
sident of the United States to request a copy of your full powers; and 
to be informed whether you are the bearer of the ratification, by his 
Catholic Mf^esty, of the treaty signed on the SSd of February, 1819, 
by Don Luis de Onis; and are ready, in the event of suitable expla- 
nations iteing given upon the points mentioned in your letter, to ex- 
change the same for the ratification on tlie part of the United States, 
if the Senate should advise and consent tliat such exchange of ratifi- 
cations should now he accepted. 

Please to accept the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCT ADAMS. 



Oeneral Don Prandaeo Bianma Fives to tlte Secretary 0/ State. 
[traksiation.] 

SiB: In answer to your note of yesterday's date, and In comi^i' 
ance with the request stated in ita first point, I have the honor to en- 
close a copy of my full powers. 

I have, at the same time, to inform you tliat I am not the hearer of 
the ratification of ^e treaty (^ the Std of FebniMy, 1819, signed bf 
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diiciiig arguments which have been already suiBciently refuted by my 
government. You will^ therefore, excuse me from reviving them 
here, in so far as they relate to the question whether a sovereign is, 
or is not, bound to ratify what may have been signed by his negotia- 
tor, it being well known that various instances may be cited of ctasek' 
Ui which the ratification of a treaty has been justly suspended* with- 
out alleging, as the qriotive for so doing, that the negotiator had tran- 
scended his powers or instructions. There may, unquestionably, be 
other reasons sufficiently valid to exonerate him from the obligation 
of ratifying, supposing that to have been the case. 

It is evident, that the scandalous proceedings of a number of Ame- 
rican citizens; the decisions of several of the courts of the Union; 
and the criminal expedition set on foot within it for the invasion of 
His Majesty's possessions in North America, at the very period when 
the ratification was still pending, were diametrically opposite to the 
most sacred principles of amity, and to the nature and essence of the 
treaty itself. These hostile proceedings were, notwithstandmg, to- 
lerated by the Federal Grovernment, and thus the evil was daily ag- 
^'avated; so that the belief generally prevailed throughout Europe 
that the ratification of the treaty by Spain, and the acknowledgement 
of the independence of her rebellious trans-atlantic colonies, by the 
United States, would be simultimeous acts. The pi-etensions advanc- 
ed by Mr. Forsyth, in relation to the 8th article, were also evidently 
calculated to render the treaty illusory. It is, therefore, not possible 
to assign reasons more powerful, or more completely justificatory of 
the sovereign resolution of the King, my master, to suspend his rati- 
fication of that instiniment. 

In my first note, t also hinted at the offensive terms employed by 
the American Minister at Madrid, from the very outset; which you 
notice no further than by taking up tlie second point upon which the 
one, which I now have the honor to contest, essentially turns. Al- 
though His Majesty might certainly have kept aloof from a deport- 
ment so void of moderation, and so dei*ogatory to his dignity, it is 
obvious that any discussions commenced with the minister so situated 
were only likely to produce unprofitable results, his correspondence 
tending moi*e powerfully to disunite than to reconcile the contracting 
pai*ties. It was, indeed, a subject of great regret, that the incident 
just referred to; the distance of Spain from the new world, which, 
from the obstructions to correspondence, produced unavoidable delay, 
in receiving con*ect information of the events passing here, and which 
to His Majesty appeared incredible; and, in fine, his wish to avoid 
whatever had the appearance of an unfounded complaint, and an un- 
pleasant difierence between the two governments, should have retard- 
ed my arrival, and the happy conclusion of the transaction now pend- 
ing. 

I have further to state to you, that I am not authorized by His 
Majesty to give the necessary orders to the Spanish authorities in the 
Floridas to deliver up those possessions to the United States; nor was 
this to be presumed, since, if it appeared contrary to the natural or- 
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^ to your goTemment of a system of bostilityf in Various parts of this 
^ Union, against the Spanish dominions, and the property of Spanish 
if subjects; of decisions marked with such hostility by any of the courts 
of the United States, and of the toleration, in any case of it, by this 
government, are unfounded. In the existing unfortunate civil war, 
between Spain and the South American provinces, the United States 
liave constantly avowed, and faithfully maintained, an impartial neu- 
trality. No violation pf that neutrality, by any citizen of the United 
States, has ever received sanction or countenance from this govern- 
ment. Whenever the laws^ previously enacted for the preservation 
of neutrality, have been found, by experience, in any manner defec- 
tive, they have been strengthened by new provisions, and severe pe- 
nalties. Spanish property, illegally captured, has been constantly 
restored by the decisions of the tribunals of the United States; nor 
has the life itsdf been spared of individuals guilty of piracy, com- 
mitted upon Spanish property on the high seas. 

Should the treaty be ratified by Spain, and the ratification be ac- 
cepted by, and with the advice and consent of, the Senate, the boun- 
dary line, recognized by it, will be respected by the United States, 
and due care will be taken to prevent any transgression of it — no new 
law or engagement will be necessary for that purpose. The existing 
laws are adequate to the suppression of such disorders, and they will 
be, as they have been, faithfully carried into effect. The miserable 
disorderly movement of a number, not exceeding seventy, lawless in- 
dividual stragglers, who never assembled within the jurisdiction of the 
United Stat^, into a territory to which His Catholic Majesty has 
no acknowledged right, other than the yet unratified treaty, was so 
far from receiving countenance or support from the government of 
the United States, that every measure, necessary for its suppression, 
was promptly taken under Uieir authority; and, from the misrepre- 
sentations which have been made of this very insignificant transac- 
tion to the Spanish government, there is reason to believe that the 
pretended expedition itself, as well as the gross exaggerations which 
have been used to swell its importance, proceed from the same 
. sources, equally unfriendly to the United States and to Spain. 

As a necessary consequence of the neutrality between Spain and 
the South American provinces, the United States can contract no en- 
gagement, not to form any relations with those provinces. This has 
explicitly and repeatedly been avowed and made known to your go- 
vernment, both at Madrid and at tiiis place. The demand was resist- 
ed both in conference and written correspondence, between Mr. Er- 
ving and Mr. Pizarro. Mr* Onis had long and constantly been in- 
formed, that a persistance in it would put an end to the possible con- 
clusion of any treaty whatever. Your Sovereign will perceive, that, 
as- such an engagement cannot be contracted by the United States 
consistently with their obligations of neutrality, it cannot be justly 
required of them; nor have any of the European nations ever bound 
themselves to Spain by such an engagement. 
Witli regard to your propoids, it is proper to observe^ that His 
3 
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4fr. Onis had been mistaken in belieTine tiiat the grants to the Duke 
^ of Alagotif Count Punon Rostro, and Mr. Targas, were subsequent 
! to the 24th of January, 1 81 8, candor requir^ that Spain and the 
grantees should never have a shadow of ground to expect or alledge 
that tills circumstance was at all materiu, in relation to the bearing 
of the treaty upon those grants. • Mr. Onis had not been mistaken in 
dedaring tiiat they were inralid/bibcause their conditions were not 
fulfilled. He had not been mistaken in agreeing to the principle, that 
no granty invalid as to Spain, should, by the treaty, be made valid 
against the United States. He had not been mistaken in the know- 
ledge that those grantees had neither commenced settlements, nor been 
prevented from completing them by the circumstances of Spain, or 
the revolntionB in Europe. The declaration which Mr. Forsyth was 
instructed to deliver, was merely to caution all >rhom it might con- 
cern not to infer, from an unimportant mistake of Mr. Onis as to 
tiie date of the grants, other important mistakes which he had not 
made, and which the United States would not permit to be made by 
any one. It was not, therefore, to annul or to alter, but to fulfil the 
ei^th article as it stands, that the declaration was to be delivered; 
lind it is for the same purpose that this eiqilanation is now given. It 
was with much satisfaction, therefore, that I learned from you the 
determination of your government to assent to the total nullity of the 
above mentioned grants. 

As I flatter myself that these explanations will remove every ob- 
stacle to the ratification of the treaty by his Catholic Majesty, it i^ 
much to be regretted that you have not that ratification to ex* 
change, nor tiie ^wer to give a pledge which would be equivalent to 
fhe ratification. The six months within which the exchange of th^ 
tutifications were stipulated by the treaty, having elapsed, by the 
principles of our constitution^ the question, whether it shall now be 
r accejrted, must be laid before the Senate for their advice and consent 
To give a last and signal proof of the earnest wish of this govern* 
inent, to bring to a conclusion these lone standing and unhappy dif* 
ferences with Spain, the President will so far receive tiiat solemn 
promise of immediate ratification, upon the arrival of your messenger 
at Madrid, which^ in your note of tiie 19th ult. you declare yourself 
aatfaorized, in the name of your Sovereign, to give, as to submit to 
the Senate of the United States, whether Siev will advise and consent 
to accept i^ for the ratification of the United States heretofore given. 
But, it is proper to apprise you, that if this offer is not accepted, 
the United Stetes, besiaes being entitled to resume all th^ rights, 
claims, and pretensions, which thejr had renounced by the treaty, can 
no longer consent to relinquish their claims of indemnity, and tiiose 
of titeir citteens, from Spain, for all tfie iiyuries which they have 
isnllbrell and are suifering, by the delay of his Catholic Majesty i6 
tatify tbe treaty. The amount of claims of the citizens of the United 
States, which existed at the time when tiie treaty was signed, far ex- 
ceeded that which the United States consented to accept as indemni- 
ty. Their right of territoi-y was, and yet Is, to the Rio del Nort*. 



J 



21 [181] 

of the grants wUl be attended with no diflkmlty; nor has that ever 
been the chief motive for suspending the ratification of the treaty; 
for the thorough comprehension of which I wave at present any re- 
ply to the remarks which you are pleased to offer on that topic. I 
cannot, however^ refrain from stating to you, that, in discussing with 
Tou the validity or the nullity of the grants abovementioned, I mere- 
ly said 'Hhaty in my private opinion, they were null and void, through 
the inability of the grantees to comply with the terms of the law/' 

It is to me a matter of great regret, that I have it not in my power 
to repeat the solemn promise that His Migesty will ratify the treaty; 
inasmuch as I cannot, agreeably to my instructions, accept as satis- 
factory the answer given to the third point of my proposals. I am, 
however, persuaded, that His Majesty, upon consideration of the 
representation which I shall have the honor to lay before him, and of 
the reasons assigned by your government for withholding its assent 
to the third point, will consider himself as satisfied and ratify the 
treaty. 

I further conceive it my duty to state to you that, at the time when 
I communicated to your government the substance of my present 
answer, I mentioned, speaking in my individual capacity, that, al-» 
though I had no oflElcial information of it, yet I consider as authentic 
the current intelligence of an important change, said to have taken 
place in the government of Spain; and that this circumstance alone 
would impose on me the obligation of giving no greater latitude to 
my promise, previous to my receiving new instructions. 

I therefore hope that your government, upon consideration of what 
I have now submitted to you, and of the contents of my former notes, 
will agree to await the foial decision of the King, my master, upon 
the only point stUl pending, and the a^ustment of which is not with- 
in my competency; so that the past differences may be satisfactorily 
terminatdt and the treaty receive its final accomplishment; thereby 
securing and perpetuating a perfect harmony and good understand- 
ing between the two governments. 

Be pleased to accept the assurances of my distinguished considera- 
tion. I pray God to preserve )rou many years. 

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 

Washington^ 5th May, 1820. 



The Secretary of State to Oeneral Viv^. 

Oehsbal Vivbs^ 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Spain* 

Depabtment of State, 

JFashingion, 6th May, 1820. 

Sn: In the letter which I have had the honor of receiving Croni 
you, dated yesterday, you observe that you renew the assurance that 




as im} 

This proposal was^ thaty upon the explanations^ given you on all 
tbe points noticed in your instructions^ and with which you had ad;- 
mitted yourself to be personally satisfied, ^ou should give the solemn 
promise, in the name of your sovereign, which, by your note of the 1 9th 
ultimo^ you had declared yourself authorised to j^ledge; that the rati* 
fication should be given immediately upon the arrival of your messen« 
ger at Madrid, which promise, the President consented so far to re-^ 
ceive, as tp submit the question for the advice and consent of the Se- 
nate of the United States, whether the ratification of Spain should, 
under these circumstances, be accepted in exchange for that of the 
United States heretofore given. But, the President has, with great 
regret, perceived, by your note of the 5th instant, that you decline 

g'ving even that unconditional promise, upon two allegations^ one, 
at, altho^ the explanations given you on one of the points mentioned 
in your note of the 14th ultimo, are satisfactory to yourself, and you 
hope and believe will prove so to your Sovereign, they still were not 
such as you were authorised by your instructions to accept; and the 
other, that you are informed a great change has recently occuired in 
the government of Spain, which circumstance alove would prevent 
you from giving a further latitude to your promise, previous to your 
receiving new instructions. 

It becomes, therefore, indispensably necessary to shew the abso- 
lute obligation by which His Catholic Majesty was bound to ratify 
tbe trea^, within the term stipulated by one of its articles, that the 
reasons alleged for his withholding the ratification are altogether in- 
snifficient for the justification of that measure, and that the United 
States have si^erra by it the violation of a perfect right, for which 
they are justly entitled to indemnity and satis&ction; a right further 
corroborated by the consideration that the refusal of ratification ne- 
cessarily included the non-fulfilment of another compact between the 
parties which had been ratified — ^the convention of August, 1802. 

While regretting the necessity of producing this proof, I vnllingly 
repeat the expression of faf satisfaction at being relieved from that 
of enlarging upon other topics of an unpleasant character. I shsil 
allude to none of those, up^n which you have admitted the explana- 
tions given to be satisfactory, considering them as no longer subject^ 
of discussion between us or our-gorernments. I shall with pleasure 
forbear noticing any remarks in your notes concerning them, which 
might otherwise require animadversion. 

With the view of coii/iniiif this letter to the ^inly point upon 
which further observation is necessary, it will be proper to state the 
present aspect of the relations between the contracting parties. 

The treaty of 22d February, 1819, was signed after a succession 
of n^potiatioiis of nearly twenty years' duration^ in which all the 
causes of difference between the two nations had been thoroughly 
discussed; and with a fiinal admission on the part of Spaiuj that there 
were existing just claims on her government, at least to the amount 
of five milMms of dollars, due to citizens of the United States, and 
for the payment of which provision was made by Hm treaty* |t W99 
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^' treaties are not obligatory until ratified/' [Martens, books, chap; d, 
(' sec note.] In these citations, the duke of San Fernando has substi- 
n tilted for the connective term and in Vattel, which makes the proof 
of instructions transcended indispensable to justify the refusal of rati- 
fication, the disjunctive term or, which presents it as an alternative, 
and unnecessary, on the contingency of other existing strong and 
solid reasons. Yattel says the sovereign must have strong and 
fiolid reasons, and partiadarly must show that the minister 
transcended his instructions. The duk^ of San Fernando makes 
him say, the sovereign must have strong and solid reasons, or if his 
iiiiuistcr has exceeded his instructions. Yattel not only makes the 
breach of instructions indispensable, but puts upon the sovereign the 
€>I>Iigatlon of proving it The Duke of San Fernando cites Vattel, 
not only as admitting that other reasons, witiiout a breach of instruc* 
tions, may justify a refusal of ratification, but that the mere fact of 
such a breach would also justify the refusal, witiiout requiring that 
the sovereign alledging should prove it. 

Is tills refutation ? 

The only observation tiiat I shall permit myself upon it, is to mark 
how conclusive the autiioHty of the passage in Vattel must have 
-been to the mind of hiin, who thus transformed it to the purpose for 
which he was contending. Th^ citation from Martens receives the 
same treatment. The Duke of San Fernando takes by itself a part 
of a sentence, << that public treaties are not obligatory until ratified.'' 
He omits the preceding sentence, by which Martens asserts, that a 
ti-eaty, signed in conformity to full powers, is in rigOr obligatory 
fi'om tiie moment of signature, without waiting for the ratification. 
He omits the part of the sentence cited which ascribes the necessity 
of a ratification to an usage, founded upon the danger of exposing a 
state to the errors of its Minister. He omits the following sentence 
which explicitly asserts that this usage can never be resorted to, in 
justification of a refusal to ratify, unless when the Minister has ex- 
ceeded his secret instructions; and ttois, with this half of a sentence, 
stripped of all its qualifying context^ the Duke brings Martens to as^ 
Hert that which he most explicitiy denies. 

Is this refutation ? * 

While upon this subject, permit me to refer you to another passage 
of Vattel, which I the more readily cite, because, independent of its 
weight as authority, it places this obligation of sovereigns upon its 
immoveable foundation of eternal justice in the law of nature. '< It 
is shown by the law of nature, that he who has made a promise to any 
one, has conferred upon him a true right to Irequire the thing pro- 
nnised; and that^ conseqnentiy, not to keep a perfect promise, is to 
, violate the right of another; and is as manifest an injustice, as that 
of dejpriving a person of his property. All the tranquility, the hap- 
piness, and security, of the human race, i*ests on justice, on the 
obligation of paying a regard to the rights of others. The respect of 
others for our righto of domain and property constitutes the security 
of our actual possessions. Tlie faith of promises is onr security for 
4 • 
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the things that cannot be delivered or executed on the spot. There 
would be no more securitjry no longer any commerce between man^ 
kind, did they not believe Uiemselves obliged to j^reserve their faith 
and keep their word. This obligation is then as necessary, as it is 
natural and indubitable between the nations that liye togf^iber is a 
state of nature^ and acknowledge no superior upon earth, to maia* 
tain order and peace in their society. Nations and their conductors 
ought then to keep tiieir promises and their treaties inviolable. Thif 
great truth, though too (^ten neglected in praetictf is generally acknow- 
led^d by all nations/'^ 

The melancholy allusion to the freauent practical neglect of thi9 
unquestionable principle, would afford a sufficient rep\y to your as- 
sertion that the ratification of treaties has often been refused, though 
signed by ministers with unqualified full powers, and without biesdi 
of their instructions. No case can be cited by you in which such a re- 
fusal has been justly given; and the fact of refusal, separate from tba 
justice of the case, amounts to no more than the assertion that soTt- 
reigns have often violated their engagements and their duties: the 
obligation of his Catholic Majesty to ratify the treaty signed by Mr* 
Onis is therefore complete. 

The sixteenth and last article of this treaty is in tiie following 
Words : <<The present treaty shall be roHfied^ in due form, by the coo* 
tracting parties, and the ratifications shall be exchanged in six months 
from this time, or sooner, if posriUeJ^ On the faitib of his Catbofic 
Majesty's promise, the treaty was, immediately after its signature, 
ratified, on the part of the United States, and, on the 18th of May, 
following, Mr. Forsyth, by an official note, informed the Marquis 
of Casa Trujo, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, at Madrid, Ihat the 
treaty, duly ratified by the United States, had been entrusted to tun 
by the President, and that he was prepiavd to exchange it for the ra« 
tification of Spain. He added that, from the nature of tiie engage- 
ment, it was desirable that the earliest exchange should be made, 
and that the American ship T)f war Hornet was waiting in Ae harbor 
of Cadiz, destined, in a few days, to the United States, and aflbrdiDic 
an opportunity, peculiarly convenienty of transmitting the ratim 
treaty to (lie United States. 

* ** On demontfe en droit naturel, que celu'i qui promct a quelqo'un Kii co uf cfe un 
veritable droit d'exig^r la chose promise; et <}ue par consequent, ne point garderwie 
promease parfaite, c'ett Tioler le dcoit d'autruit c'est une injiiitice. ausai mai^^estet 
que^eUe oe depooiUer <]ueh)u'un de son bien. Tonte la tranquilliie, le booheifr el 
la surete du gtnre humain reposent sur la justice, sur Foblij^tion de respceter kf 
droits d'autrui. Le respect des autfes poor nos droits de domarne et-de propnete, bit 
la surete de noj possessions actueUes; la foi det proroesses est notre garant pour kt 
choaes qui ne peurent etre liyrees ou executees sur le champ. Plus de surete, plsf 
de eommerce, entre les homines s'ils oe se croient point obliges de nrder la f<^ ^ 
tenirleur parole. Cette obligation est done aussi necessaire, au'eUe est osnBdfe 
«U indubitable, entre les nations qiti vivent ensemble dana Petal de aatiiif^ et 
qui ne connaissent point de superieur aor la terre, pour maintemr Pordre et Ja cais 
dans Icur soctete. Les nations et leurs conducteurs doivent done garder iiwftiWife- 
ment leur proroesses, et leur traites. Cette grande verite qnoique thipwimiutg' 
l'ge«, dans la pratique, est i^neralement reconnue de toutes les naticHia,*' 




No answer having been returned to this note^ on the 4th of June 
Mr. Forsyth addressed^ to the same Minister^ a second; urgin|> in the 
Inost respectful terms, the necessity of the departure of the Hornet, 
the just expectation of the United States that the ratified treaty would 
be transmitted by tliat vessel, and the disappointment which could not 
iail to ensue should she return without it. 

After fifteen days of further delay, on the l9th of June, Mr. 
Forsyth was informed, by a note from Mr. Salmon, successor to the 
Marquis of Casa Yrujo, that ''His M^jesfy, on reflecting on the 
^reat importance and interest of the treaty in question, was under the 
indispensable necessity of examining it with the greatest caution and 
deliberation before he proceeded to ratify it, ana that this was all he 
was enabled to communicate to Mr. Forsyth on that point.'' 

Thus, after the lapse of more than a month from the time of Mr. 
Forsyth's first note, and of more than two months from the time 
when your government had received the treaty, with knowledge that 
it had been ratified by the United States, the ratification of a treaty 
which His Catholic Miyesty had solemnly promised, so that it might 
be exchanged within six months from the date of its signature, of 
soantTf if possible, was withheld merely to give time to His Catholic 
Majesty to examine it; and this treaty was the result of a twenty 
years' negotiation, in which every article and subject contained in it 
had been debated and sifl»d to the utmost satiety between the parties, 
both at Washington and Madrid — a treaty, in which the stipulations, 
by the Spanish Minister, had been sanctioned by successive references^ 
of every point, to his own government, and were, by the formal ad-» 
mission of your own note, fully within the compass of his instruc* 
tions. 

If, under the feeling of such a procedure on the part of the Spanish 
government, the Minister of the United States appealed to the just 
rights of his country in expressions suited more to the sense of its 
wrongs, than to the courtesies of European diplomacy; notliing had 
till then occurred which could have restrained your government from 
asking of him any explanation which could be necessary for fixing its 
determination upon the ratification: no explanation was asked of him. 

Nearly two months afterwards, on the 10th of August, Mr. for* 
syth was informed, that the king would not come to a final (J^pisioa 
upon the ratification, witiiout previously entering into several eocplO' 
natimis with the government of the United States, to sqme of which 
that government had given rise, and that His Majestv had charged 
a person possessed of his full confidence, who yNquliforihynth make 
known to the United States his Mfyesty's intentions. Mr. Forsyth 
ofiered himself to give every expl^iation which could be justly re- 
quir^; but your government decUned receiving them from him, as- 
signing to him the shortness of the time; a reason altogether difibrent 
from that which you now allege, of the disrespectful character of 
his communications. 

From the lOth of August till the 14th of the last month, a i>eriod of 
more than eight months passed over^ during which no information 
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was given by your govetument of tiic natare of tlie explanations 
ivhich would be required. The government of the United States, by 
a forbearance perhaps unexampled in human history^ has patiently 
waited for your arrival always ready to givcJ, in candor and sincerity, 
every explanation that could, with any propriety, be demanded. 
What, then, must have been the sentiments of the President, upon 
finding, by your note of the 14th ultimo, that, instead of explanatiom. 
His Catholic Majesty has instructed you to demand the negotiation 
of another Treaty, and to call upon the United States for stipoJa- 
tions derogatory to their honor, and incompatible vrith tfoeii* duties 
as an independent nation ? What must be the feelings of tiiis na- 
tion to learn that, when called upon to state whether you were tlip 
bearer of His Catholic Majesty's ratification of the Treaty, to be. 
exchanged upon the explanations demanded being given, you expli- 
citly answered, that you were not ? and, when required to say \^he- 
ther you are authorized, as a substitute for the ratification, to give 
the pledge of immediate possession of the territory, from which the 
acknowledged just claims of the citizens of the United States were 
stipulated to be indemnified, you still answer that you are no/; bot 
refer us back to a solemn promise of the king, already pledged before 
in the full power to your predecessor, and to a ratification as uton as 
possible already stipulated in vain by tlie Treaty which he, in full 
conformity to his instructions, had signed ? 

ThQ ratification of that Treaty can now no longer be accepted by this 
government, without the concurrence of a constitutional majority of 
the Senate of the United States, to whom it must be again i*eferred. Vet 
even this promise you were, by my letter of the 3d instant, informed 
that, rather than abandon the last hope of obtaining the fulfilment 
of His Catholic Majesty's promise already given, the President 
would, so far as was constitutionally witliin his power, yet accept. 

The assurances which you had given me, in the first personal con* 
ferenoe between us, of your own entire satisfaction witli the explana- 
tions given you upon uU the points on which yon had been instruct- 
ed to ask them, would naturally have led to tlie expectation that the 
promise which you was authorized to give would, at least, not be 
withheld. From your letter of the 5th instant, however, it appears 
that no discretion has been left you, to pledge even His Majesty'fl 
promise of ratification, in the event of your being yourself satisbd 
with the explanations upon all the points desired. That the only 
promise you can give is conditional, and the condition a point upeo 
which your government, when they prescribed it, could not but know 
it was impossible that the United States should comply — a condition 
incompatible with their independence, their neutrality, their jnsticei 
and their honor. 

It was, also, a condition which His CathoKc Majesty hud not the 
shadow of a right to prescribe. The Treaty had been signed by Mr* 
Onis^ with a full knowledge that no such engagement as that contem- 
plated by it would ever be acceded to by the American govermaent^ 
iind after long and unwearied efforts to obtain it. The diiferettceB 



89 [181] 

betwecfti the Uhit^ States and Spain had no c-ontiection with the war 
between Spain and South America. The object of the Treaty was to 
settle the boundaries^ and adjast and provide for the claims between 
your nation and ours; and Spain^ at no time, could have a right to 
require that any stipulation concerning the contest between her and 
lier colonies should be connected with it. As Uis Catholic Majesty 
could not justly require it, durii^g the negotiation of that Treaty^ 
still less could it afford a justification for withholding his promised 
ratificlation after it was concluded. 

The proposal, which, at a prior period, had been made by the go- 
vernment of the United States to some of the principal powers of 
Europe, for a recognition, in concert, of the indejiendence of Buenos 
Ayres, was founded, as I have obsei-ved to you, upon an opinion th'en 
nnd still entertained tliat this recognition must, and would, at no very 
lemote period, be made by Spain hei*selfj that the joint ackuowledg- 
ment by several of the principal powers of tiic world, at the same 
time, might probably induce Spain the sooner to accede to that ne- 
cessity, in which she must ultimately acquiesce, and would thei'cby 
liasten an event pi*opitious to her own interests, by terminating a 
struggle in wliich slie is wasting her strength' and resources without 
a possibility of success; an event ardently to be desired by every 
friend of humanity, aftUcted by the continual horrors of a war, cruel 
and sanguinary almost beyond example; an event, not only desirable 
to the unhappy people who are suffering the complicated disti'csscs 
and calamities of this vlar, but to all the nations having relations of 
amity and of commerce with them. This proposal, founded u))on 
each motives, far from giving to Spain the right to claim of the Uni- 
ted States an engagement not to recognise the South American go- 
vernments, ought to have been considere^l by Spainas a proof at once 
of the moderation and discretion of the United States; as evidence of 
tlieir disposition to discard all selfish or exclusive views in the adop- 
tion of a measure which they deemed wise and just in itself, but 
most likely to. prove efficacious by a common adoption of it, in a spi- 
rit entirely pacific, in concert with otlier nations, rather than by a 
precipitate resort to it, on the part of the United States, alone. 

The conditional promise, therefore, now offered by you, instead of 
the positive one which you have declared yourself authorized to give, 
cannot be accepted by the President; and I am constrained to observe 
that he can consider the procedure of your government, in thus pro- 
viding you with powers and instructions utterly inefficient for t!ie 
condiision of the negotiation with which you ai*e charged, in no other 
light than as proceeding from a determination, on its pai*t, still to 
proti*act and baiHe its final successful issue. Under these circum- 
stances, he deems it his duty to submit the correspondence which has 
passed between us, since your arrival, to the considei'ation of the 
Congress of the United States, to whom it w ill belong to decide how ; 
far the United States ciEtn yet^ consistently with their duties to them- 
selves, and the rights of their citizens, authorize the further delay 
requested in your note of the 5th instant. 



tisi] 



80 



>i 






T « 




h the amdmskmot that nott, 71N1 bave uMiihid, lihitfBg to 
m great cbaage wkicfa appears to have takoi phoe, sinoe jwir de- 
parture from Madrid, in the goTamaieiit of Spaia, ttet ihm drctB- 
stance aUme woald impose on joa the obligation otgrnmg^ m^ gntkr 
laHtuie f9 yvar promue preriotts to yoor recriTing new tmrtmctm^ 
If I have mderstood you right, your intention is to reamrfc, tha3t 
this drcanistanoe alone wonld restrain yon, in any event, from 
giving, witiMmt new instmctiotts, the nnconditional prmise Grati- 
fication, ^hich, in a former note, you had declared ynnrselfaatboris* 
cd, in ^ name of your sovereign, to give. This ssems to be equi- 
vaJent to a declaration, that you consider your powers themselves, 
in the extent to which they were entrusted to you, as suspended by 
the events to whidi yon thus rrfer. If I am mistakfw in liiung this 
as voar meaning, will you have the goodness to inform me, how br 
yon do consider yoor powers aflfected by the present state of your in- 
formation from Spain? 

Please to accept the assurance of my distingubhed consideratioi. 

JOHN QUINCT ADAM& 



Mr. GaUatitt to the Seerdary of Stair. 

Famis, Feinuinf 15, 1820. . 

Sm : General Tives, the new Minister of Spain to the Umied 
States, arrived at Paris on the 11th instant, and left it on the 14th 
for London, with the intention to embariL at Liverpool in the New 
York packet, which will saU on the 1st day of March. 

Mr. Pasquier, after having seen him, invited me to an internew 
on the 12tb, and said that he was in hopes that the diflerences might 
still be adjusted. General Vives had told him that the principil 
points with Spain were, that the honor of the crown should be saved 
(mis a convert) in the business of the grants, and to receive satisfac- 
tory evidence of our intention to preserve a fair neutrality in the co- 
lonial war. Mr. Pasquier had observed to him that it would be a 
matter of deep regret that private interest should pre^nt the conda- 
sion of such an important arrangement, and that, when it was dear, 
that there had been at least a misunderstanding on the subject, the 
King*s dignity could not be injured by a resamption of the rrants,or 
by an exchange for other lands: He seemed to think that &S worii 
be arranged, and asked me what I thought we conM do resp e i t iiC 
the other point I answered that the fullest reliance might be phceu 
on the fairness of our neutrality, and that I was really at alsm ta 
know what could be added to the measures the United Stales had it 
ready adopts \a «aS»itc« W l&x« ^aafc^^iier gave me to 
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^at, if there was any defect, however trifling, in our laws, and that 
^ was amended, it would probably be suflSicient to satisfy the pride of 
** Spain, as there now appeared a real desire to ratify, provided it could 
* be done without betraying a glaring inconsistency. He had express- 
^ ed to general Vives his opinion of the impropriety of asking from the 
United States any promise not to recognize the independence of the 
insurgent colonies, and had told him that, on that sulyect, Spain 
B could only rely on the moral efiect which a solemn treaty, accommo- 
ff dating all her differences with the United States, would have on their 
2 future ph)ceedings. 

^ I expressed my hope that the explanations whicli general Vives 
K was ihstructed to give on the subject of the grants, and to ask on tiiat 
» of our neutrality, mfght be such as to remove all the existing diffi- 
culties. But it was most important that he should arrive in the Unit- 
r ed States before the adjournment of Congress, and that he should be 
the bearer of the King's ratification of the treaty, so that, if every 
thing was arranged, those ratifications might be at once exchanged at 
Washington* If that was not done, the President would have no more 
security that the King would ratify general Vives than Mr. Onis* 
acts; and it was impossible to suppose that he would run the risk of 
a second disappointment* This observation forcibly struck Mr. Pas- 
quier, who said that he would make further inquiries on that point. 

I saw, the same evening, the Spanish Ambassador at this court, 
sind, in the course of a short conversation, he suggested that the 
grants in dispute might be set aside, the grantees not having fulfilled 
certain conditions or formalities; and, after acknowledging that ge- 
neral Vives was not the bearer of the Ring's ratification, he hinted 
that he was authorized to give the United States satisfactory securi- 
ty that Spain would fulfil her engagements. 

On the 13th I dined at the Minister of Foreign Affairs with Gener- 
al Vives, who repeated to me in substance what he had said to Mr. 
Pasquier. I told him that the President would judge of the explana- 
tions he had to give on the subject of the grants; that he might rely on 
the determination of the United States to preserve their neutrality, 
and not less on the manner in which the laws for enforcing it were 
executed, than on the tenor of those laws, whicli, I observed^ were, 
and had always been, more full and efficient than those of either Eng- 
land or France on .the same subject; that I could not say whether the 
question of recognizing the inuepcndence of tlie insurgent colonies 
would be agitated during the present session of Congress, but, that^ if it 
was, the decision would probably have taken place before his arrival. 
' I then repeated what I had said to Mr. Pasquier, respecting the 
importance of his being authorised to exchange the ratifications of 
the treaty. He answered, that, although he was not, he could, in cas6 
of an arrangement,* give satisfactory security to the United States^ 
and, that it would consist in consenting that they should take imme- 
diate possession of Florida, without waiting for the ratification of the 
treaty. 

OfkfiArftl VivAQ ivTiAafpfl . in flip> rAiirsA nf fliA PVi»nifi4>*. ihi*. aaniA 
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Dbpartmekt qf War, 

ft 

%tkMay,lS20. 

SiK : I have the honor, herewith, to retam the remonstrance of 
Samuel Blackburn and others, referred to me by order of the Senate 
of the 13th ultimo, and to state that the claim therein set forth is not 
embraced by the act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, nor is there any evidence in this department with respect to it, 
or the transaction upon which it is founded. 

If the statement made by the claimants of the transaction be cor- 
rect, the Creek nation will have to make up to them the loss they 
have sustained, and it is considered but just that an opportunity 
should be aflTorded to the chiefe of that nation of presenting such a 
statement of the facts and drcumstances in the case, on their part, 
as may be in their power; and, with this view, copies of the remon- 
strance and papers have been enclosed to General Mitchell, their 
agent, to be laid before them; and I would respectfully propose that 
the decision be postponed until their statement is received. 

I Jiave the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant. 



J. C. CALHOUN. 



PRESIPENT OF THE SENATE 
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utassivam 



;E8IDENT OF THE UNITED ST4.TE8, 



TKATTSLATIOira OF LBTTEES 
FBOK 

THE MINISTER OF SPAIN 

TO 

THE SECEETAEY OF STATE, 

ReceWed linea tlie MciMSe of tlie 9tb inittnt. 



MAT li, 18S0. 
Printed by ordvr of tlie Senate of Ibe United StMM. 



Wl>HijrGT(Hr: 

rwnrnti ar aim ti •utot. 
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TO THE BBIFATE AllD toOCSE OF 

SEPSESBNTATITEa OF THE DinTED STATES : 



I communicate to Congress translations of letters froi^ the Minis- 
ter of Spain to the Secretary of State, received ^nce my Message of 
tiie 9th instant 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wiuhiagtonf iHtk May, 1890. 
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LIST OF PAFES& 



WITH THE PttESIBBNT's MESSAGE OF TWEI^FTH MAT^ 1820, TO 

BOTH HOUSES OF COITGRESS. 

General Yives to the Secretary of State, 9th May, 1820. Tnnd- 

iation. 
Same to the same, lOth May, 1820, with a proclamation of 

of Spain. Trandations. 
3ame to the same, nth May, 1820. Translation. 



a. 



■^ 

t 
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General Vives to the Secretary of State. 

[translation.] 

; In answet* to your note of yesterday's date, I have, in the 
ace^ to give you the explanation requested of me, of the import 
last proposal; and, in doing so, to repeat, in other words, that 
ithorized solemnly to promise to this government the ratiiica- 
the treaty by his Majesty only in case the third point of toy 
als he satisfied; but, as the answer given to this point has not 
uch as I could, agreeably to my instructions, receive as satis- 
r, I can, by no means, commit myself by giving a greater ex- 
i to my promise than that expressed in my note, 
object in intimating to you that, although I knew nothing offi«- 
yet I considered as authentic the information circulating of m 
ant change in the government of Spain, a circumstance which 
of itself, effectually prevent me from giving greater latitude to 
»mise, was, to apprize your government, that, as, by the adop- 
the constitution of 1812 in Spain, the powers of the King 
be limited, it would no longer depend on his Majesty alone to ful- 
solemn promise, admitting that my instructions liad empowered 
give such a promise; so that my sole motive for offering a re- 
ipon that topic was, to strengthen the grounds on which my 
lal was founded; and, further, to enable your govemnien^ so to 
liate as no longer to decline assenting to it. 
all, on this occasion, wave all reply to the arguments again 
:ed by you, in extenso, upon tlie question of his Majesty's obli- 
to ratify the treaty, and confine myself to a single remark; 
Yf that all the authorities cited by you lay down the peace and 
less of mankind in general, and of states and their respective 
in particular, as a fundamental principle. , And having, in my 
)te, shown the notoriously hostile disposition prevailing through- 
B Union towards the interests of the Spanish monarchy, it ne- 
ily follows, that, when the objects of treaties are not obtain- 
e ratification of that of 22d February, 1S19, would, in like 
ir, become illusory; and, therefore, that his Majesty's motives 
spending it, wei*e founded upon a competent view of evident 

all also leave it to the general sense of the reflecting part of 
nd to decide, whether the reasoning you rely on in stating the 
is of the American government for proposing to other powers 
nowledge the revolted provinces of Spanish America, and in ex- 
ig them as favorable, not only to suffering humanity, but to the 
)ts of Spain herself, be not, in the highest degree, specious; for^ 
li maxims were to be adopted, nations could no longer count up- 
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on the integrity of their possessions, or upon the maintenance of that 
mutaal amity and good understanding which it is equally their datj 
and their interest to cultivate in their relations with each other. 

I have the honor to offer you anew the assurances of my distinguish- 
ed consideration; and I pray God long to preserve you. 

FRANCISCO BIONISIO VIVES. 

Washington^ 9th May, 1820. 



1 



V 



General Dan Francisco Dionim Vives to the Secretary oj SlalU. 

[translation.] 

Sir: In conformity with the orders I have this moment received 
from my Grovernmentt I have tlie honor to inform you, that his Ca- 
tholic Majesty hath sworn to the political Constitution of the Spanish 
Monarchy, as sanctioned hy the Extraordinary Cortes in 1812, and 
to enclose a printed copy of his Majesty's manifest to the nation; for 
the purpose of giving the President a just view of the noble aad 
genei*ous sentiments which actuate the august mind of the King. 

Please to accept the renewed assurances of my perfect considera- 
tion^ and my wish that God may preserve you many years. 

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 

Washington^ lOth Mays 1820. 



Gazette Extraordinary of Madrid, 
Sunday f March 12, 1820. 



OFFICIAL ARTICLE. 



i 
y 






PROCI^MATION Of THE KING TO THE NATION. 

Spaniards ! When, by your heroic efforts^ you succeeded in terfld- 
nating a captivity in which I was detained by the most unheard ^ 
perfidy, every thing I saw and was informed of, on my entering iil» 
my native land, conspired to persuade me that the nation wished toM 
revived its ancient form of government; and this persuasion must hsf^ 
decided me to conform myself with the genei*al wish of ml manaai- 
mous people^ who» vanquisher of a foreign enemy^ feared the stiUsoit 
dreadful evils of intestine divisions. 



i 



7 [183] 

I vas, iKtwercr* mil ftvare that the r^id progress af ciTilization 
Europe; the universal diffusion of knowledge, even among tiic Icrw- 
classes; the most frequent intercourse with the different parts of 
i globe; and the wonderful events of the present era; have given rise 
ideas and desires unknown to our forefatLcrs, which imperiously 
mani] the moat energetic measures in the government. I also knew 
tit that it was indispensable that the political institutions should 
ree with such principles, thereby to obtain that harmony between 
3 people and the laws, on which the stability and peace of society 
much depend. 

But, while I w&s maturely planning, with the solicitude of my pa* 
nal heart, the changes to be effected in our fundamental adminis- 
ktian. more suitable to the national character and to the present 
ite of the different proviirces of the Spanish monarchy, and also 
ire analogous to an enlightened nation, you have let me know your 
shes for the re-establishment of the constitution proclaimed at 
idiz, in the year 1812, amidst the bustle ofai'ms, and while, to tlic 
tonishment of the world, you were fighting for the liberty of your 
antry. 1 have listened to your desires, and, as a loving father, 
have condescended to grant what my children thought most con- 
cive to their happiness. I have sworn to that constitution for , 
lich you longed, and 1 will always be its firmest supporter. I 
ve already taken the most effectual measures for the irnmediata 
nvocatiou of the Cortes. In them, and united to your reprcsen- 
tives, I will make it my glory to concur in the gi-eat work of na- 
inal prosperity. 

Spaniards I Your glory is my only ambition. ■ The desire of my 
ai-t is to sec yon all united and happy round my throne. Trust, 
Ml, to your King, who addresses you with that sincere effusion of 
s soul, which the circumstances in which you are, and a sense of the 
gh duty imposed upon him by Frovidcnce, inspire him with. 
>iir happiness will henceforth depend, in a great measure, upon 
lursclves. Do not suffer yourselves to be seduced by the 
ceitful appearances of a chimerical liappinejts, which often pre- 
nts the attaining of real bliss. Allow not your passions to be 
alted, as they are wont to make enemies of Uiose who ought al- 
lys to live as brothers, and be as unanimoni* in their wishes as 
ey are in the possession of one religion, the speaking of one Ian- 
lagc, and the conforming to the same manners and customs. Re- 
1 the perfidious insinuations so artfully disguised by your enemies. 
3t us conform ourselv&'< strictly to the constitution, as I, myself, 
ill be the first to do, uhI let ns shew to Europe a pattern of wisdom, 
tier, and perfect moderation, in a crisis which, in other nations, has 
en accompanied by scenes of blood-shed and havoc. Let us make 
e Spanish name admired and respected, at the same time that we 
tabliah forever our happiness and our glory. 
At ^e Palace, Madrid, March 10, I8S0. 

FERDINAND. 
[From (Ac JVU'Aimal "Eteasr^ 
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Oentral Ikm Francisco Diomsio Vives to ihe Secretary of 8tak. 

[trawsiatiok.] 

Sn: Among the docoments transmitted wHli the President's Mes- 
sage to both Houses of Congress, and published in this day's National 
Intelligencer, I have seen, with surprise, the letter of Mr. Gallatin, 
stating, tiiat I positively told him, that '' I could, in case of ao ar- 
rangement, give satisfactory security to the United States, and that 
it would consist in consenting that they should take immediate pos- 
session of Florida, without waiting for the ratifioition of the treaty.*' 
Although I have with all frankness proved, in my correspondence 
with you, that I had no such authority, and that it wiU not, undor 
any view which may be taken, appear presumiJile, that I maiie so 
doubtful, so useless, and inconsiderate a disclosure, I request, how- 
ever, that you will be pleased to communicate this to tiie President, 
in order that, by giving publicity to this document, it may be under- 
stood that I made no such proposal, either to Mr. GraUatin, or to 
Baron Fasquier. 

I renew to you, Sir, the assurances of my respect, and distinginsfa- 
ed consideration^ and I pray God to preserve you many years. 

FRANCISCa DIONISIO VIVES. 

Washingtonp llth May, 1 8£0. 
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BE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



(Ptmiiant to a resolution of the Senate, of the 18th January, 1819,) 



A REPOBT FROM 



THE SEGRETART OF STATE, 



TOGBTmn 

WITH THE RETURNS OF CAUSES DEFEITDIKO XH THE COURTS 

OF THE UNITED STATES. 



Mat 12, 1820. 

Printed by order of the Senate of the United S(tates* 
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TO THE BBITATE OP THE UNITBD STATES: 



I transmit herewith to the Senate a report from the Secretary of 
State, together with the retumj^ of causes depending in the courts of 
the United States, collected conformably to a resolution of the Senate 
oftite 18th of Januaiy, 1819. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Wabhikotoit, nth .Hajr, 1820. 



V 



y 



I* 



it > 



f. ,. 



m 



i 



> 



[184] 



Department of SI^ate^ 

The Secretary of State^ to whom has been referred a resolution of 
the Senate, of the 18th of January, 1819, requesting the President of 
the United States to cause to be laid before that body accurate lists 
of all causes which might be depending, on the first day of September, 
of that year, in the several District and Circuit Courts, and in the 
Supreme Court of the United States, distinguishing therein civil and 
criminal cases; admiralty and maritime cases; suits between citizens 
of different states; suits to which the United States are parties, stat- 
ing separately suits for duties; original causes, and causes removed by 
appekl or writ of error, with the times of the commencement of the 
suits in the several courts; and such other statements, or explanations, 
as might appear to him proper, to exiiibit the actual state and amount 
of the business depending in those several courts; together with a 
statement of the fees and emoluments of the marshals, district attor- 
neys, clerks, and other officers, of the District and Circuit Courts, 
for the last two years, and the tables or rules by which such fees have 
been taxed; has the honor to report: 

That, in the copy of the resolution of tbe Senate, as certified to this 
Department, the date at which suits might be depending was not in- 
serted; and the Secretary of State, exercising, in this respect, a dis- 
cretionary power, fixed it on the first day of October, instead of the 
&*st day of September, which latter date is the one stated in the 
printed journal of the Senate; a circumstance of which he was not 
aware until he had received and acted upon the.certified copy of the 
resolution. 

For the attainment of the contemplated object, a circular letter was 
addressed, on the 14th of August last, to the clerks of courts, and to 
the attorneys and marshals of the several districts of the United Stat^, 
together with a copy of the resolution itself. With respect to tlie 
clerks, although the person is generally the same, the letter was sent 
to each, in his two-fold capacity of clerk of the District, and clerk uf 
the Circuit Court Blank forms, corresponding with the discrimi- 
nations of the resolution, were forwarded to the clerks at the same 
time. 

The returns, herewith communicated, will exhibit, in detail, the 
whole of the information thus obtained; and the accompanying ab- 
stracts, numbered from 1 to 6, inclusive, founded upon these returns, 
' afford a general view, as far as the anomalous nature of the returns 
will admit of generalization, of the particulars in question. 

Some of the judicial officers who have furnished information on this 
occasion, and some of the clerks in particular, having stated that they 
had incurred considerable expense in the making out of their returns. 
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conformably to the request of the Senate, and there being no appro- 
priation for this object, the Secretary of State thinks it his doty to 
submit, for consideration, with this report, their claim to compensa- 
tion. 

The retom of the causes, pending in the Supreme Court of the 
United States, having been accidentwy mislaid, in the Department, 
applicatian has been made to the clerk of the Court for a duplicate 
return, whidi will be transmitted to the Senate whte received. The 
other returns, with a statement of the number of causes pending in 
that Court on the first of October, 1819, are now snbmitted, to avoid 
further delay in complying with the resolution of the Senate. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 



JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 



The PsESIBBlfT. 



— ) 




\ 



* Y 



\y 



[184] 



ABSTBACT No. 1. 



•S List of cavsea d4:pending in the $rceral dtstriet antrU of the United 
State*, 4m the Ut day of October, 1819.. 



niSTSICTS. 

Where > distiict i) not 
mentioneii, no return 
has been received. 


■3£ 


t' 


1 


1 

S 

1 






] 


} 


ii 

'2's 
|c 


s - 

1. 

II 

I1 


Maine 


1811 

1815 
1617 

1819 


1 

1 
6 


1 


1 
1 

5 




1 
1 

2 
1 
11 


1 


1 
1 

3 
1 
12 








181! 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 


3 

1 
3 

5 




4 

3 

1 

1 




7 
3 
2 
4 

5 


1 


7 
3 

2 
4 
1 
6 






1818 


3 








4 


1 


4 








1809 


2 






* 


2 




2 








1813 




I 












29 


Rhode Island - 


1 






I«13 


7 










7 








1819 


5 










5 






Connecticut 


1815 
1816 
1818 


I 
1 

1 








1 

I 
1 


1 


1 
1 

I 




I3 




]8Ip 
1812 


5 




1 




5 

1 


5 


5 




8 


Vermont 


1 






1813 






a 




6 




6 








1814 






a 




3 




2 








i8ir 






1 




1 




1 








1U18 


4 








3 




4 








1S!9 
1816 


2 
18 








2 
17 




2 




16 


New York, (iiwrtli. 


18 


1 




18ir 


£4 








23 




23 


1 






1813 


28 








10 




28 








IHiy 


21 




1 

■ 




21 




22 




\ ^a 
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LIST— ConHtaui. 



A 



i 




;i. ,; • 






« 






• 


1 • ^ m 


' 1 ■ 


Lc 


« 


• 


g 






a 






11 


d 


# 


1 






1 


Is 

e ^ 
«> c 

4, J, 


which th 
are part 


i 
1 


i 


JO V 

5x 




BI8TBICTS. 


*s ^ 




• 


»% 


i t 


"9 


o 


E^ 




2c 




-s 




t£ 


oS 


b 
o 


•s 


S k 


•s'^ 




S «i 




c 


.s 

1 

< 
— 1 


^;;: 


** ^ 


<S 


c 


•" o 


JS 




|6 


• 


E 
C 


•a o 

GO 


.^1 

OQ 


OD 


IPI'' 


N. York, southern 


1817 








2 


'( ( 




1818 






23 




13 


, 23\ \ 




1819 






17 




2 




17 




49 


New Jersey 


1817 


6 








5 




6 






1818 


18 








18 




18 








1819 


3 




1 




3 




4 




28 


Penn* eastern. 


* 


115 




19 


2 


94 


85 


154 
























134 


Do. western 


1818 


10 






10 






10 






1819 


82 




1 


27 


22 


20 


70 




93t 








Delaware 


1812 






20 






20 


SO 








18 IS 






1 




1 


' 


1 








1815 


4 








I 




1 








1816 


5 








5 


5 


5 








1817 


6 




. 




6 


5 


6 








1818 


1 




1 




2 


2 


2 








1819 


3 








3 




3 




38 


Maryland 


1810 
1814 
1815 


1 
1 




1 


1 


1 

1 




1 
1 
I 




VW 




1816 


3 




1 




3 




4 








1817 


9 




6 




9 


2 


15 








1818 


8 




24 




' 8 




32 








1819 


152 




43 




33 


126 


195 




Nm9 


Colnmbia 


1819 


1 


1 


3 




1 




6 








I 










1 


6 




-,. 


1 





*0f the 134 cases depending in this district, the clerk of the court 
remarks, that 85 civil causes were brought to November Term, 181^ 
30 civil causes to preceding sessions, from May session, 1814; and 19 
admiralty atvd maritime causes at various periods within the last Cvr 
years. 
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ABSTRACT No. 1. 

Ast of causes depending in the several distriet courts of the Vnited 
States, on the 1st day of October, 1819.. 





» i 








^i\ 




DISTBICTS. 


Times of comroen 
ment. 


jt 


• 


•J 

f 


I between citiz< 
f different stat 


1 to which the 
tates are parti 


• 

OB 
V 

'^ 
3 


ire a district is not 
ntioneu, ho return 


1 been received. 




e 


*3 
en 


SCO 
QQ 


.5 

era 


inc 


1811 






1 




1 






1815 


1 








*1 


I 




1817 


2 




1 




2 




' 


1818 


1 








1 






1819 


6 


1 


5 




11 




ssachusetts * 


1811 


3 




4 




7 




r 


1813 






3 




3 






1814 


1 




< 

1 ^ 




2 






1815 


3 








4 


1 


' 


1816 


1 














1817 


5 




1 




5 






1818 


3 






A 


4 


1 


^ 


1809 


2 






• 


2 




Hie Island - 


1813 
1^818 


7 


« 


I 










1819 


5 












inccticut 


1815 


1 




^ 


• 


1 


1 




1816 


1 


m 






1 




• 


1818 


1 








1 






181p 


5 








5 


5 


mont 


I8I2 






1 




I 






1813 






a 


- 


6 






1814 






2 




2 






1817 
1818 


4 




1 




1 
3 






1819 


2 








2 




vYoik, (north.) 


1816 - 

1817 

1818 


18 

24 
28 








17 
23 
10 


> 




1819 


51 




1 




21 




" 








• 




1 






i 




1 




3 




1 




12 


' 


7 




3 




2 




4 




1 

6 




4 

2 




1 




7 


■ 


5 




1 




1 




1 
5 




1 




6 




2 

1 




4 




2 


■ 


18 


1 


23 


1 


28 




22 









18 



29 



13 



8 



16 



95 
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LIST—Cmlxnudd. 





• 

\ 

6 . 






• 

6 

6 


n citizens 
t states. 


(h the U. 
parties. 


• 

.55 


S 


sd by ap- 
of error. 


.a 

1 

• 


DISTRlCf. 


s of CO 
ment 




e 


I* 


betwee 
fiiferen 


towhic 
tesare 


•s 1 


£6 


of the 
idistric 






• 


6 

C 


ti 


3-3 




3 '& 

•g z 


pc«I 


|8 






<3 


a 


< 


GO 


n 




H 


Louisiana 


1810 


1 




1 




\\ 




1814 


3 






1 




s\ \ 




1815 1 












1 






1816 


5 




3 


3 


3 




8 








1817 


9 




13 


5 


13 




22 








1818 


26 




10 


13 


14 




56 








1819 


25 


1 


10 


20 


15 




36 




»1M 

1 


Tennessee! eastern 


1818 
1812 


1 




' 


1 




1 


1 




Kentucky 


1 




» 




1813 


1 












1 








1815 












1 


1 








1818 










• 


1 


1 








1819 






3 






7 


10 




14 


Indiana 


1817 


2 


2 




2 


2 




4t 






1818 


2 




1 


1 


1 




3 






, 


1819 


24 






4 


20 20 1 24 


















^ 






31 












. 






1 





'^Seven of these are cases transferred from the state ooiirts. 
fOne of these four cases remoyed from the sttate courts. 
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ABSTBACT No. 2. 



^ iMt of eauia depending m the several Cirmit Cntrta of the United 
Blata m the lit day of OcttAer, I8l». 



DISTRICTS. 




1 


S^ 


u 




d-i 


.3 


WiMf«di«ricti«Dot 






1 


11 

IS 


1 1 




s 








•;l 


3| 


It 


Au vecn rcc^Tcd. 


1 


1 


i '1 


il 


1 


1 "5 


p 


Massachtuetts - 


1814 




, 




1 


1 






■ 1815 




2 




2 


2 






1817 


a 




1 


1 


2 






1818 


2 


S 3 


2 


S 


4 


3 




1819 


12 


1 t 


12 


1 


13 


1 




Khode Island - 


1807 
1813 
1815 
1816 


1 

1 
1 


" 


1 


1 

1 
1 


~ 


86 




1818 4 


2 


2 1 


6 








1819 6 




fi! 


6 






ConnecticBt - 


1809 




1 


, 


1 


— ^ .« 




1815 




3. 


3 


3 






1819 


10 1 




8 


9 


1 










1 










14 


• Vermont 


1813 
1814 
1816 
181' 


1 

1 
2 

1 


2 




2 


2 
3 








1818 


5 






2 1 


5 






1819 1 


21 




16 


4 1 


21 




33 



• The clerk of the circuit court for the district (rf Vermont re- 
presents that, in addition to the ca^es Itere stated, there are remain- 
ing on file aundi? bills of indictment and itiformations against va- 
rious persons, for certain violations of the statute laws of the 
United States, which persons have not been arrested, viz : 
In 1812. 1 indictment and 16 informations. 
do 
do 



1613. 
1814. 
1815. 
1817. 
1819. 



do 
do 



X :;.*», 



cm 3 



U8T 



11 



DtSTBICTS. 







i 



New York 


I8ir 


2 










181B 


28 


1 






1819 


24 


7 


s 


New Jersey 


1811 


1 








1813 


1 


1 1 
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2 






1816 


3 


1 




1817 


3 








1818 


34 








1819 


5 


2 




^Pennsylvania « 


* 


193 


1 


f 


Delaware 
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1813 
1814 


1 
1 




1 ' 




1815 


1 










1817 


4 










1818 


4 










1819 


4 






1 . 


Maryland 


1803 
1803 
1807 


1 
2 
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1810 


1 
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* The clerk of 
presents that, of 



t* 



the circuit court for the district of PtDBgyifwmf^' 
the 194 or^nal causes^ 

4 were brought in 1 809. 
11 - -,1810. 

5 . -1813. 
16 - . 1814. 
11 - - 1815. 
15 - . 1816. 
32 . . 1817. 
86 - - 1818. 
61 - . 1819. 
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42 
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S8 
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4 
11 
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29 
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21 


37 




66 
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r Washington 
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1803 
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1806 
1807 
1809 
J810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 


3 
3 
2 

1 
3 






1 
1 

i 




2 
3 
2 
1 
3 
8 
7 
U 
6 
14 
16 
23 
63 








1817 


.253 


7 




8 




340 








181S 


1,008 






4 2 




1,008 








1819 


1,391 


42 




10 46 




1,433 
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i 












1612 






















1814 
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DISTRICTS. 



County of Alex'a 



r 
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c 

6 
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o ** 

•) 

B 
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1819 
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el 
C 






5 
9 



I 

I 



6 



1- 

N tt 

•J 5 

v c 
it 

•3 o 



is 

00 



3 

lU 
.0 



9 



o 

c 

'& 



r o 
1-^ 



5^ 
3-3 



3 



0. 



o 



6 
18 



Total in the District of Columbia 



Virginia 



: y' 



Tcun. (eastern) 



5 5U 

548 



1,157 
3,997 
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1 
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1795 


1 










1 
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2 








• 
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1 
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1799 
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12 
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12 
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13 
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19 
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47 
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2 
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20 
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25 
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2 


26 


1 
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25 




, 


6 


1 


25 
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4' 


4 
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1 


5 
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• 

5 
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1815 


15 






6 


1 
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1816 


12 






9 


• ' , 


12 
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16 




2 


13 


1 


18 


2 


1818 98 




1 


84 


4 


99 


1 
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68 


15 
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1 
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4 
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14 
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4 
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6 






6 
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10 
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4 
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11 




1 
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29 




1 
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1816 


203 






196 






203 








1817 


79 






70 




4 


83 
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96 






84 


8 


7 


103 








1819 


194 






70 




1 


193 




688t 









* One of these 39 transferred Trom the state court of Tennessee. 

* Twelve of these €88 remoTed from the state courts ef Kentucky. 



C484] 



1ft 



Ai 



r 



statement of suits depending in the Supre^ Omtt iff the ntUet 

States, an the Ist of Octobctp 1B19. 



Number of suits on the Docket of the Supreme Court of the United 
3tateSf on the Ist of October, lBl9f and tlien depending before the 
Court - -- - - - -80 

Of these, the United States were concerned in 20 suits. 

Ther^ were no criminal suits at that date on the Docket 
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ABBTBACT No. 3. 



List of Cmaes Amending in the sroeral Dittriet and CircaU Courfy 
of the United Slates m the lat day of Odofter, 1819. 
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listiict of Maine 


1811 
1815 

iBir 

1818 

1819 


1 
6 


1 


I 
I 

s 




1 

1 
2 
1 
11 


1 


1 
1 
3 
I 
13 




IB 


iasaadiusctta 


1811 


3 
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3 


a 
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8 
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' 
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1 
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3 




16 


1 
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* 
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11 
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1 
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6 
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lAST—Cmtinued. 
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A 3ViU« of Fe9» aUoioei to the Mar^uil of tfte fiufeid ^XSfhmMa, i» 

the Onmty of Washitigtm, in virtue (ffthe act ofPongreuff the thiri 
March, I80r, and, the act of^ssevrMyt^MaryUndr^uhUmgqffietri^ 
fee$, patBcd 30th qf December, 1779. 

Serving writ and I'eturu - - -lbs tobacco, 27 

Taking bail bond -. - - - 

Collecting officers' fees, for every hundred, six per cent. 

For every comimtment and releasem^nt - 

Impanneting a jury - - - . ' - 

Serving scire facias, inchidii^ the persons sunnDoned 

Serving citation - - - - - 

Executing a warrant of i^-survey, per day r , 

Summoning evidences to prove the bounds of lands, tor 

each jKsrson summoned , - 
If empowered to swear evidences, for every witness , 

sworn by him - 

Serving a subpo&na, and return - . - 

For keeping a prisoner in jgit, and finding htm victuals 
per day - - - - - ; - 

Serving a writ of possession in ejectment, and return 
Writ of seizin on a common recovery, and i-eturii 
Serving an ejectwent, and return - - • 

Evei-y election, for one or more members - . • 

Serving an attachment of contempt, and returti ■ ^ 
Serving writ of estrcpement, and return - . • 
•Servhigne exeat, and return - . , 

Serving a copy of deciaitition or short note - 
Summpning appraisers to value goods taken by attach- 
ment, fieri facias, or replevin, for each a^ppraiser 
summoned 
Swearing the said appraisers, every oatJi - - 

Serving an attachment on judgment or execution, and 

return - 

Executing a writ of ad quod damnum or melius inqui- 
rendum, and return, i>er day r - 
Impanneling a jury on the same. 
Swearing the said jury, for each oath - - 
Taking an inquisition, and returning the same with 

said writ - - - 

Serving a writ of re-restitution, and return r 
Impanneling a jury to inquire of a forcible ^ntry and 

detainer . . . . 

For each person summoned as an evidence on the same 
.For summoning chain carriers, each, if reqidifed 
For swearing chain carriers, each oath - 

For an arrest on a warrant, and return, in criminal 
cases - - - . « 

For serving duces tecum, and return 
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Q^moh an ettacbment when mesne process - • do S 
For laying an attachment in any garnishee's hands, for 

each garnisltee - - - - do S3 

For all goods and chattels which any BherifiT shall at- 
tach and take into his possession, or wherewith 
he shall be chargeable, ihe same fees on as exe- 
cntions. 
Betuming fieri facias op i-eplevin, each - - do 8 

The same fees on a fieri facias or writ of rejrfevin as 

upon attachments. 
Also the same fees on appraisement and sale of goods 

distrained and sold for rent 
Irving writ retorno habendo, and return • - do 75 

Serving writ of distringas, and return - - do 75 

Serving and return of elegit or liberate - - do 75 

ImpanneUiig jury on elegit or extent - - do I8Q 

For swearing the same, each - - - do 10 

Serving writ of restitution, and return - - do tl2 

Summons in partition, for every person summoned and - 

returned - - • - • do £3 

Serving writof partition, and return - • do fi6 

Impanneling jury thereon - - - - - do 180 

Swearing the jury, each .... do 10 

Attendance, per day ... - do 75 

"Serving an attachment in partition, and return - do 90 

' Returning writ -inquiry of damages - • do 75 

Impanneling jury thereon - - - - do 18S 

Swearing the same, each - - - - do 10 

Attendance, per day - - - - do 75 

Proclamation of rebellion, and return - - do 90 

- Serving withernam, and return - - • do 75 

And the same fees allowed as upon replevins. 

By 1790, chapter 59, section S, the sheriff is allowed (instead of 
the poundage fees under this act) to receive at the rate of seven and 
an half per cent, fur the first ten pounds in money, or one thousand 
pounds of tobacco, and three per cent, for the residue, in the same 
species the execution shall issue for. On execution or attachment on 
lands held for yeare^ or a greater estate, only one half the poundags 
fees; and if the estate in land shall not be chargeable by appi-aisement 
and delivered to the plaintiff, or by sale of the sheriff, one quarter 
part of the poundage fees only ^all be chai-geaUe. 
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TtMe of Fees aUowed to the Mirslud of tie Bf^ftrict of Mmina, 
in the County ofJleacandriUf in virtue oftlieacirf Cangrmof the 
third of Marcfu 1807, and the act of tlie JssenMf of Vitgima^fasS' 
ed I9tk December^ 1792. 



For an arrest bond, and return - . - - S 00 

For returning a capias, non est inventus - t 

For serving a scu'e facias - - - - 

F6r serving a person with an order of courts and making 

return thereof - - - 

For pillorying any ))erson - - 

For putting into the stocks 

For clocking any person - - - - 

For putting in prison and releasement - -, - 

For serving a subpoena in chancery - - 

For serving a summons u4)on a petition for debt, detinue^ 

assurosit, or trover - - - - - 

For serving a subpoBna for a witness in any cause in court, 

except summoned in cciurt - - - 

For summoning an appraiser, auditor, viewer, or witness to 

any deed, will, or writing, ifrcqUired to be summoned, 

but not else -- -^ - - - 

For summoning and impanneling a jury, in every caiuev 

wherein a jury shall be sworn - - - 1 

For coming to and attending the district court with the ve* 

nire, and return of the venii*e facias, the same'-as is 

allow^ed a venire man, (to be paid by the public) and 

for attending the district with stolen goods, where 

there is no venire, the same. 
For summoning the justices of the county, and attending a 

court for the examination of a criminal (to be paid kj 

the public) - - - - - 

For remof ing of every criminal from a county jail 4o a diB- 

trict jail, for every mile - - - - 

For removing a debtor hy habeas corpus from the county 

jail to a district jail, for every mile - . 

For e;cecuting every condemned person, and all fees incident 

(to be paid as aforesaid) 
For summoning a jury upon any inquisition^ survey, writ of 

dower, or partition, if the jury appear 
And if the jury do not appear - - 

For making a return of a writ of dower, partition, or in 

the nature of an ad quod damnum - , - 
Fpr every day's attendance upon a jury in the Country after 

they are sworn, or attendance upon a surveyor, when 

ordered by the court - 

For serving a writ of habere facias seisinanv or habere fa- 
cias possessionem 
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For serving an attachment upon the body ... 63 

Pdr serving a ^Tit of distringas issuing from a judgment in 

detinue when the specific thing shall betaken - 1 05 s 

For serving a declaration in ejectment, if against one tenant 6S 

And if against more tenants than one, for serving the decla- 
ration on every other tenant - - - 30 

For whipping a servant, to be paid by the owner, and re- 
paid by the servant - - - - - 42 

For whipping a free person by order of court (to be paid by 
such person) the same. 

For whipping a slave by order of court, to be paid by the 

county and re-paid by the public - - - 42 

For taking a bond or bonds to the creditor underlie act, 
entitled " An act for reducihc into one, the s^9ll-a1 acts 
coificerning executions, and for the I'clief of insolvent 
debtors^*^ - - * - - . - 63 

For proceeding to sell on any execution on behalf of the 
commonwealth, or of any individual, if the property bo 
actually sold, or tlie debt paid, the commission of five 
per centum on the first three hundred dollars, or ten 
thousand pounds of tobacco, and two per centum on all 
: sumsabovethat, and one half of such commission wjiei'e ' 

he shall have proceeded to sale, and the defendant shall 
have replevied, and no other commission, fee, or reward 
-shall be allowed upon any execution, except for tlie ex- 
pense of removing and keeping the property taken. 

For serving an attachment, or for making distress upon the 
goods exceeding ten dollars, if sold, the same fee as for 
serving an execution, where the goods do not exceed 
that value, or are not sold - - . . 53 

For every garnishee sumnioned on such attachment - 21 

For executing a writ of distringas or attachment on a decree 
tti chancery^ the same fee or commissions upon the 
amount of the value of the goods and cliattels recovered, 
or money mentioned in such decree, as is by law allow- 
ed for serving any other execution. 

For serving and returning a general or district court writ, 
summons, or order, where the same is not comprehend- 
ed in any of the foreging articles - - - 63 

For making a proclamation, as the law directs, in proving 

of \^t8, or proceeding to outlawry - - - 42 

For selling a servant at public outcry by order of court, 

and all fees incident - - - - 42 

For keeping and providing fo^ a debtor in jail, each day - , 2 i 
For serving a justice's warrant -- - - 21 

For summoning a witness before a justice - - .10 
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For all public services of the sherifft to wit^ attdtiding the 
courts of claims, impannelin^ grand jurieil,^ubltsiiiiig 
writs for electing delegates or senators, aad attend- 
ance, ^rving all public orders of court (except against 
guardians wnere they shall stand out in contetopt, to be 
charged to such guardian) and all other public and 
county oervices, to be levied annually by the justices 
on the county - - - 

And when any person or persons presented by the grand 
jury, or prosecuted by the ovei*secrs of the poor« shall 
be'discliarged of such preisentmcnt or pros&caiibn, the 
clerk, attorney for the commonwealth, atiihSheriflf, shall 
b^ entitled to no fees for the same, but it ^all be Abett- 
ed to be inonded in the public services; but if the partjr 
or parties so presented or prosecuted shall be Convicted,^ 
then, in such case, the clerk shall tax aH sfiiGli kf» 
against such party or parties. 
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Table of fees, allndved by law to the Marslud of tlit Eattefn 



Virginia. 



V 



For the service of any writ, wan^nt, attachment^ or proce^ oMMd 
out of the Court of the United States^ for each persoo imted 
therein, two dollars. 

For his travel out in serving any process, five cents per nil^^ tabe 
, computed from the place of se^ce to the court wlbtretibe procMs 
is returned ; and where it is to be served on wsate Huui one ytt- 
son, five cents per mile for all extra travellinlg. ^ 

For each bail bond, fifty cents. ' 

Vov summoning each witness or appraiser^ fifty cents. 

For every <:ommitment or dischai^ of prisoner, fifty' centK 

For every proclamation in admiralty, thirty cents. 

For sales of vessels, or other property^ for recovery aiid^ying the 
money, for any sum under five hundred dollars^ tifli and a half 
per centum; for any larger sum, one and a quarter per oentmn, 
on the excess. 

For summoning each grand and petit juiy, fourdoUars. ^he whok 
amount not to exceed fifty dollars. 

For mouejs received on executions, five per centum on the first thrre 
hundred dollars, and two per ccnttini on th6 excess/^ ' 
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Tablts or Rules by which the fees of the Marshal of South Carolina are 

taxed. 

Act of Congress^ approved £8th February, 1799, 1st section. 

To the marshal for the service of any writ, warranty attachtnent^ or 
process, two dollars, for each person therein nanied. 

For his travel out in serving each writ, warrant, &c. &c. five cents 
per mile. 

For summoning witnesses or appraisers, each, fifty cents. 

For every commitment or discharge of a prisoner, fifty cents. 

For every proclamation in the admiralty, thirty cents. 

For sales of vessels or other property, and for receiving and paying 
the money, for any sum under S 500, two and a half per cent, 
for every larger sum, one and a quarter cent upon the excess. 

For summoning each jury, four dollars. 

Por attending tiie circuit court, five dollars per day. 

For attending the district court, five dollars per day. 

For attending the district courts, having admiralty jurisdiction, Ttmf 
dollars per day. 

And at the rate of ten cents per mile for his travel to either of said 
courts. 

*^ For all other services not herein enumerated, except as Shall here- 
after be provided, such fees and compensations as are Allowed in 
the supreme court of the state, where such services are rendered.'* 

Under this last clause, the following fees have been allowed, as sanc- 
tioned by the supreme court in this state, viv: 

For every return of a writ, when the goods or persoins ar^ not to 
be found, forty-three cents. 

In all cases where the ddendant, after the sheriff may bave levied on 
the property, shall settle with the plaintiff before actual sale, the 
sheriff in such cases shall only be entitled to one quarter ]^r 
cent besides all reasonable disbursement«i; but if the defendant 
shall pay the money to the sheriff, one per cent in H^ df the 
one quarter. 

For entering an execution^ lodged only to bind the property^ fifty- 
three cents. 



Act of Conness^ approved 8th May^ 1792, section 4. 
The marshal Ubiul have th6 custody of all vessek and goods seised 
by any officer of the revenue^ and shall be allowed such compensa- 
tion therefor as the court may judge reasonable. 

Under this clause, the judge of the district court of the United 
States^ for the South Caroluia district^ made the following order^ to 
trit: 

6 
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^* Ordered, that the marshal be allowed, for the custody of yessels, 
one dollar and fifty cents per day, and for goods, fifty cents per day.** 

The marshal is allowed two and a half per cent, on the amount 
paid by him on the several accounts specified in the 4th section of the 
act of May, '92, (see act, 8th May, 1792, last clause,) which may be 
termed the contingent expenses of the courts. 
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JiMe or rule by which fees are taxed for the Marihal of the disirid of 

Kentudcy, vi»: 

For serving any writ, warrant, attachment, or process in 

chancery, on each person named in the same - S2 00 

Travelling out to serve such process, five cents per mile. 
Returning process non est inventus, for each defendant 21 

Committing or discharging prisoner ... 50 

Serving fieri facias, if the property be actually sold, or the 
d(£t paid, or where a bond for the delivery of pro- 
perty is not complied with at the day of sale, a commis- 
aion of five per cent on the first one h undred pounds, and 
two per cent on the excess: when an execution is levied 
and the defendant replevies or process be stayed by in- 
junction or supersedeas, or by order of plaintiff, one 
half of the above commissions* 
Serving a capias ad satisfaciendum, if the debt be paid, the 
same commission as for serving a fieri facias, but^ if the 
debt be not paid, one half of such commission. 
Taking a replevin, or forth^coming bond. - • 50 

Summoning and attending a jury to try the right of property 1 50 
For executing an order of sale of attached goods, the same 

conunis(^on as on a fieri facias. 
For serving a subpoena, for each witness. - . 50 

In admiralty and maritime causes, the following fees, viz: 

For serving capias, attachment, or summons, for each per- 
son named - - - - - 50 
Summoning witness or appraisers, each - - • 50 
Travelling each mile, going out, either to serve process or 

subpcBna witnesses - - - - • 10 

Custody fees for a vessel, for each « - . 1 50 

Sales for any sum under five hundred dollars, two and a half 
per cent^ andfor any larger sum^one andaquartor per cent 
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lUbU or Suk iy rvkich the fees of tlu District Jittomey of the United 

States, for the District of Maine, are taxed. 

Drawing and filing a Iibel5 informtttion^ indictment^ claim^ or 

answer - - - - - -S60Q 

drawing interrogatories - - - - - 5 OQ 

kctnal travel out and home to attend court in any one cause^ 

for every ten miles - - - - - SS 

Lctual attendance at court in any one cause, for every day 3^ 

)rawing a writ and declaration, with summonses for defen- 
dants -- - - ->.-50Q 

lII other services in any one cause - -* - 6 dO. 



liUes by which the fees of the Mtomey of the United States for the 

District of Massachusetts are taxed. 

Jnder the provisions of the 4th section of the act of Congress af 
28th February, 1799, providing compensations for marshals^ 

&c. &c. ^ ^ 

1 the district court, for drawing interrogatories - - S5 00 

•rawing and exhibiting libel, claim, or answer - « 6 00 

or all other services in any one cause of admiralty and mari- 
time jurisdiction, including seizures under laws of impost^ 
navigation, and trade of the United States, &c. - 6 00 

or writ and declaration at common law - - - 1 72 

ttomey's fee, on issue joined in law or fact - * 2 50 

Do for attendance in court in each action at com- 

mon law, wherein United States is plaintiff, 33 cents 
per day during the pendency of such action. 

ees received from defendant in actions at common law, when tii6 

suit is adjusted out of court, viz: 

1 cases where the demand or cause of action does not exceed 

100 dollars for commencing action, &c. - * 3 00 

Then exceeding 100 dollars, and less than 500 dollars - 4 00 

There demand exceeds 500 dollars . • - • 5 00 

or services in criminal cases, there being no specific compensation 
provided by the laws of Massachusetts, for similar services in 
the supreme court of the state, the allowance to the district at* 
torney in the courts of the United States, by a kind of forced 
analogy, has been regulated as follows, viz: 

or drawing and prosecuting a complaint or indictment - £ 50 
ittorney's fee on issue joined therein - - - £ 50 
or complaint, and attending examination of parties and wit- 
nesses before a magistrate in criminal matters • - 6 00 
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Tdhlt Qffm taxeif&r the Bistrict Miameiff&r the Diitiiet (^ComuetieuL 

There is no table of Attorney's fees established by Act of Coi^ress^ 
applicable to this District, excepting fees in Admiralty canses, for 
which reference is had to the 4^ section of the act, approv ed 28th 
T'^bruary, 1799. 

DraMing interrogatories, five dollars. 
Drawing and exhibiting libel claim, or answer, six dollars. 
And, for fdl other services, in any one cause, m dollars. 

The practice of the Courts of the United States, in the progfpcn of 
z. cause in Admiralty, jfrequently authorise gnd require the perfor- 
mance of services indispensable for the interest of the United States, 
(as a process for a perishable monition, &c.) but for wYiicYi tio com- 
pensation is allowed, because the act above referred to does iiot pro- 
vide for taxing other than the particular items specified. It isdifi- 
cult to say by what table or rules fees in causes other than those 
of admiralty jurisdiction, are taxed. By the act of Congress rrSet- 
red to, Dbtrict Attorneys are allowed "such fees in each state re- 
spectively as are allowed in the Supreme Court thereof.'' 

By an act of the colonial government of Connecticut, passed about 
the year 1750, a fee table is established applicable to civil causes on- 
ly. Among other items, the pay of Members of the Assembly is ear 
tablished at four shillings per day; Attorneys fees to be taxed inbilb 
of cost in the Superior Court at eight shillings, or Si 54 That ta- 
ble has been altered at different times; the pay of Meoibers of the As- 
sembly raised to two dollars per day, and eigiiteen cents per mik 
travel; and yet Attorneys' fees in civil causes are still at one dollar 
thirty-four cents. At the revision of the laws of Connecticut, is 
1784, a table of fees was established for the State's Attorney ararint- 
ed in each county; and the following extracts from tiiat table uw ex- 
hibit the rule by which District Attorneys' fees are tasked in this state^ 

Drawing indictment or information - - . g i 00 

Preparing and arguing criminal cause, on bill found by a 

grand jury - . - - 

Trial for capital offence - — 

Trial in criminal cause on information filed by the Attorney 
In case of judgpient in criminal cause on confession 
Nolle prosequi entered, or retui*n by grand jury, not a true 

bill ...... 

Tri^ of civil action in behfdf of the state^ issue at law^ or 
fact ...--. 

Judgment by confession^ or default in do. 

|n taxing costs in civil causes, the party prevailing is al- 
lowed for each day's attendance at court 
And in civil causes in favor of the United States in the Dis- 
trict and Circuit Courts in this state, there is allowed 
and taxed for the District Attorney for attendance in 
each action, per day - 
B;y aa acliBaaa)^Vsi^v^^\^^7^\aDL addition to tte ^^mctn^gA^SH 



9 00 

4 00 
7 00 

5 09 
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7 00 
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salaries and feea^^' writs or declarations are allowed to be twed in 
bills of cost; for one page of 280 words, one dollar; and for each Suc- 
ceeding page of the same number of words> fifty cents. 



Table by which the fees of the District Mtameyfar the District of Ver* 

nunU are taxed. 

Fmr every indictment or information - - . - SI 00 

If more than one county such sum as shall be allowed by the 

court. 
Term fee. - - ... -2 00 

For each cause tried^ not exceeding - - - 5 00 

Copy of indictment, such sum as shall be allowed by court. 
Writ and declaration on note 17 

All other writs, such sum as shall be allowed by the courts^ 

respectively, according to their length and difficulty. 



Table by which the fees of the District Attorney for the district of Dda^ 

ware are taxed. 

Every writ drawn by the attorney - - - gOO 40 

Every appearance for either plaintiff or defendant - 2 60 

I>rawing every warrant of attorney - - - 13 

Drawing out general issue - - » - lo 

Beelaration, plea, &c. - - - - 2 67 

The fee in cases of admiralty and niaritime jurisdiction is 

seventeen dollars^ and the rule of taxation is the act of 

Congress of February 28th, 1799. 



X 

Table by which the fees of the District Attorney for the eastern District 

of Virginia^ are taxed. 

a. The fee in each ordinary cause in the district court is - jS 17 

Consisting of the following parts : 

For drawing interrogatories - - - j5 5 

For drawing and exhibiting libel, claim, or answer 6 
For all other services in any one cause - - 6 

17 
ft. The fee in each suit at common law or in equity is - 20 
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The fee on appeals for writs of error from the diatricttatbe circiiil 
court is the same as the fee taxed in the original cause, 

a. This fee is fixed by the act of Congress^ and is oniform. 

6, The fees in suit at common law or in equity are referred by the act of Congress 
to the standard fui^ished by the supreme court of the state in which the auit onr be 
brought, and 20 dollars is the amount of the fee taxed in the court of i^pcala of the 
rtatedT Virginia. 



► , 



\i 



Tabu of fees atahlished and allowed by an act of the General Ji$$eiM^ 
of ttie State of SouUi CaroUnUf passed the 14th day of FAruarf, 
179\f to the M4>meys of the Superior Courts of the said state; by 
which act the fees of the Attorney of the United States for the Liirid 
of South Carolina are regulated and taxed, in canfanmty with tkt 
4th section of the act of Congress, passed £8tA February, 1799. 

Attorneys of the superior courts of law. Plaintiff's attomej. 

For filling up writs, signing, attendance to lodge the same 
with sheriff, in cases where no bail is required, and all 
incidental charges, when settled before declaration filed S4 !29 

For every extra copy of a writ and notice - . 32 

For all subsequent proceedings whatever, flrom the filing 
of the declaration, or obtaining interlocutory judgment^ 
inclusive, wbei*e no bail is required - . - 5 S6 

In all cases where special bail is required - • 1 50 

For all proceedings subsequent to the former, including final 

judgment and verdict - - « - 3 21 

For all other services whatever, including the whole pro* 

ceedings to the issuing of execution, inclusive • 1 29 

For all exhibits in cases of covenant, per copy, sheet of 

ninety woi-ds - - ^ - - . g 



Attorney's fees in extraordinary cases. 

For every demuiTer, joinder, and argument on a point of law 5 56 
For every motion for a new trial, or for arrest of judg- 

ment, or special matter and argtunent - • 5 36 

For every renewal of writ or execution - - - 1 07 

For filling up every writ of subposna, and four tickets, in- 
clusive - - .- -. lof 
For every rule to shew cause in arrest of jadgmc^t^ ^py 

and notice, and motion for trial . * * . i 50 
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?!or preparing every commission to examine witnesses where 
necessary, attending to strike commissioners, drawing 
interrogatories in chief, and cross interrogatories and 
instructions - - -- - -8 67 

Tor commencing and prosecuting, and defending a suit by 

summary process - - - - - 4 29 

t 

On writs of attachment. 

n addition to common costs on bonds5 notes, or accounts, 

except printer's bill - - - - -12 86 

Defendant's attorney. 

>*or appearan(5e, filing bail, and imparlance - - 4 29 

drawing and filing plea or demuiTer, or other proceedings 

previous to joinder in demurrer or issue taken - 3 75 

''erdict in cases for defendant, postea, bill of costs, and al- 
lowing taxation, copy and notice, including all charges 2 14 

*or drawing commissions to examine witnesses, drawing 
interrogatories, attending to strike commissioners, 
and instructions, all incidental charges inclusive - 8 57- 

lopies of all exhibits necessary to be filed by defendant, 

per copy, sheet - - - - - 9 

Attorney General. Criminal cases. 

(n papers returned, and no indictment given out, and nolle 

prosequi entered - - - - - 5 36 

Fhere an indictment is found - * - - 8 57 

^pon bill of indictment found, and trial before petit jury, 

and vardict on confession - - • - 15 00 

Solicitor's fees in equity. Complainant's solicitor. 

Preparing and filing a bill in equity, with all necessary ex- 
hibits - - - - - - 30 00 

^rawing interrogatories in chief for complainant's witnes- 
ses, and cross interrogatories, drawing and engrossing 
commissions, and attending to strike commissioners, 
where necessary, with proper instructions - - 15 00 

jrguing exceptions, on points^ of law, before the master or 
ju^e at chambers, when necessary, including notices, 
attendance, and all incidental charges i-elative 
thereto - - - - - - 8 57 

br all other services in the cause, including serving judges 

vrith briefs, and except the decree - • - 12 86 

drawing and engrossing decree, per copy^ sheet - - 09 
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Defendant's solicitor. 

For preparing and filing defendant's answer5 and all ne- 
cessary exhibits - . - . - 30 09 

l)rawing interrogatories in chief for defendant's witnesses, 
drawing and engrossing cross interrogatories^ comoiis- 
sionsy attending to strike commissioners, where necessa- 
ry, with instructions • - - - 15 00 

Arguing exceptions, on points of law, befoi*e the master or 
judg^ at chambers, when necessary, including no- 
tices^ attendance, and all incidental charges telstire 
thereto - - - - - -8 57 

For all other services in the cause, including serving judges 

with briefs, and except the decree • . - 12 86 

Drawing and engrossing the decree, per copy . . o$ 

The state act of February, 1791, was passed in sterling 
money, but, by a resolution of the general assembly of 
South Carolina, dated 14th December, 1813, the fee 
bill was reduced into dollars and cents, and ordered to 
be published with the acts of the session of the legida- 
ture in that year. 

By the 4th section of the act of Congt^s, passed 28tb ¥A. 
1799, compensation was established and allowed to the 
attorneys of the United States in the following cases, 
and which have been accpi*dingly taxed : 

each day which any such attorney shall nec^sarily 
attend on business of the United States, during the ses- 
sion of any district or circuit court - - - 5 00 
travelling from the place of hi# abode to such courts per 
mile ----- . 10 
drawing interrogatories - - - • 5 00 
drawing and exhibiting libel, claim, or answer - 6 00 
all other services in any one cause - - - 6 00 



For 



For 

For 
For 
For 



The following orders, respeeiinf fees, harct beeH nuiie in Me Cmmi 

and Duftkt CmrU* 



ru 



In the circuit courts 22d June, 18 i6« 

it the attorney on record in this courts in i^peils tB^ 

shall be allowed twenty doUai^ as a gfMa dttig^b 

I thereto, fifteen cents p^r copy, sheet of 90 ^Mi^ is 
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tea of all other costs. And that the clerk and marshal be allowed, 
n such'casesy the fees allowed by law in other suits in the common 
leas and equity, with the addition of the fees in the admiralty, where 
be laws respecting the fees in the common pleas do not apply. But 
fiis shall not be considered as authorizing an additional charge of 
er centage^ wlien money is paid into their hands. 

In the district court, 13th February, 1818. 

Ordered, that the district attorney, and the other proctors who 
ractice in this court, be, in future, allowed for writs or subpoeina is- 
led by them, the same fees as are allowed in the state court for the 
Jke services. 



''ableoffees taxed for the District Mtomey of the United States for the 

district of Georgia. 

'or each day which the Attorney shall necessarily attend 
on business of the United States,, during the sessions of 
district or circuit court* - - - - 5 00 * 

'raveUing to attend the session of the circuit court, per mile 10 

D cases of common law the taxed costs of the attorney in 

each case commenced and tried, is - - - 4 00 

In each appeal prosecuted to judgment • - - 4 00 

niere the defendant prevails, to receive the fee in lieu of 
the plaintiff. 

>n each execution, - - - - - 1 68 

In criminal cases the attorney is allowed: 

'or drawing a capias - • - - * 

do do vs. a iefaulting grand juror - 

do an indictment against a person prosecuted by 

a grand jury and bound over ... 

Intering a nolle prosequi . • • . 

attending at judges' chunbers to take affidavits in criminal 
cases - - - - - . 

drawing affidavit, or other writing, per copy sheet • * 

or subpoena in criminal cases • - - « 

detaining fee against persons indicted . - • 

Costs allowed the attorney in Admirally: 

'or drawing interrogatories - - - r 

do and exhibiting libel ... 

Ad (or all other services in any case ... 

'or each day's attendance in courti not exceeding 3 days - 

7 



25 
50 


1 00 
12i 


1 00 
6* 
25 
3 00 


5 00 

6 00 
6 00 
S 00- 
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Aries fcy whiA the fees of the Distrid JUtomef far the Jhstrkt ^ 

Louisiana are taxed* 

The fees and emoluments of this office are tkrived, Ist, from a 
•tated salary; 2d» from apfr diem allowance when attending conrt 
on business of the United States; and, 3dly, from taxed costs ia 
suits instituted on the part of the United States. 

1. The stated salary is i 600 per annumf ... 
2« Attendance in court on United States' business, per daj^ S5 00 
S. Suits instituted in the name and on the beitaif the United 
States are cases of common law^ and cases of admiraUti 

{'urisdiction. In common law cases the fees are regalateiL 
»y the state law, which, in Louisiana^ taxes twelve dol- 
lars in each case for attorney's costs; and allows no great- 
er or other fee for any description of case or senrices» 
whatever the magnitude, or however great and varied 
the labors. In taxing the costs of the United States' 
attorney, in such cases, six dollars are added, under the 
authority of the act of Congress, making his fees in each 
common law case - - - - - ift CO 

The fees in admiralty cases are regulated by the act of Con« 
gress: filing libel, six dollars; drawing interrogatories, 
five dolla!*s; and for all otiier services in each case, six 
dollars; making together Beventeen dollars in each. 




r 



ata Um ent (^fee$ taxed by the Clerk of the District Court of the UsM 

States, for Maine dist^ictf viz: 

For blank writ and summons^ - - - « goo 80 

For entry of suit, &c« viz: including entry for trials appear- 
ance^ proclamation and de&ult, filing ^leas, niotioiia» 
▼erdict, and entering judgments and orders of court 
ther^i^y and recording same at large in the record of 
court - - . . . -5M 

For each subpoena ... . .if 

F6r entmng continuance of suit, - . . K 

For warrant, citation, ci^Has, monition, or other precept, t ^ 

For warrant of appraiseiuent and eotsiiag retufQ thereoft 1 50 
Pofr original execution, * . . . 1 00 
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alias or subsequent execniioiiy - ^ 

swearing each witness in admiralty causes^ •• 

filing each paper in same, - 

opening and cei*tifying a deposition^ 

drawing final decree, 

taxing, examining costs, and copy thereof, 

entry and record of a copy right, ... 

certified copy of same, - - - . 

all certified copies, per page of ninety words, 

examining a witness and drawing a deposition 

certifying any e}(hibit, or paper, or for affixing the seal 

thereto, ------ 

attendance at any district court, per diem, five dollars, 
and ten cents per mile from place of Clerk's abode to 
the place of the court's sitting, and one half of one per 
centum on money deposited in court 



7& 

oe 

15 

50 
30 

60 
60 

19 

15 

25 



!e of fus taxed by tlie Clerk of the Circuit Court of the United^ 
States for the district of Massachusetts. 

he clerks fees in this court have been taxed in admiralty causes 
i-ding to the fee table contained in the act of March 1, 1793, 
»ted by act of February 28, 1799, excepting as regards commis- 
9 on moneys deposited in court, which were reduced to one half 
cent by the act of April 18, 1814. The fees in other causes have 
taxed as follows; 

ry of an action - - » - - IS5 00 

charge of verdict - - • - - - 50 

h continuance • ^ • ^ ^ SQ 

ing and examining each bill of costs - - - . I 00 

aing and certifying each deposition - - • 30 

ing a recognizance - - - - - 1 00 

ik writ and snnunons * - « • - 56 

t of error -• - - - •lOO 

cution - - - - - -^ 1 33 

ition in error - - -• - -£00 

ing an affidavit « « - • -50 
irmng and filing, same as in admival^ causes, 

aring default - - - - - - 1£ 

aring each witness . « - • • 10 
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Subpoena for witnesses • - - - • 56 

Dedimus to take evidence - - * - 3 00 

Discharge of a recognizance - - - - 25 

Ej^ch yrarrant to a constable of a town for drawing jurors, o 00 
Keceiving an alien's report and granting certificate, (fixed 

bylaw) at - - - - - - 1 00 

Receiving intention of an alien, before the court, to become 

a citizen^ recording and granting a certificate - 4 00 
Admission of an alien to become a citizen, recording and 

granting certificate • - - - - 5 00 

Subpoena to a defendant or defendants in chancery causes £ 00 

Each certificate of copy-right - - - - 60 

Recording the same - - . - - ^ 

Each venire fitcias for jurors, issued to the marshal - I 00 

For each juror - - - . - * g 
These four last items are fixed by law. 
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Table of fees taxed by the Clerk of the Circuit Court of theffniUi 

States for the district of Rhode Island. * 



For the entry of every writ, action, or petition 

For filing every appeal, petition, motion, plea, &c. 

For every interlocutory judgment - - - 

For every action called • - - - . 

For recording judgment upon nil didt 

Where the general issue is pleaded 

And in all cases where there are further pleadings 

For swearing every witness - 

For writ of error and endorsement 

For entering rule of court • . . 

For copying same, &c. to referees 

For every bond or recognizance taken in court 

For filing all bonds or recognizances, &c* 

For every bill of indictment found 

For reading the same .... 

For entering plea on same . . ^ 

For drawing and reading sentence 

For drawing and recording judgment upon indictment 

For every person summoned - - 

For every paper in the case - • • 

For every discontinuance or default 

For discharge of every bond or recognizance on record 

For every petition, & recording judgment tiiereonj read in 

For every citation ... 

For acknowledging satisfaction of judgment upon record 

For recording return of petition, &c. 

For taxing co^tm^\«ir^caa^ ... 



6 
10 

8 

50 
40 
5% 

4 

S5 
15 

sr 

20 
6 
8 
8 
8^ 
35 
50 
4 
S 
4 
$ 

court 31 

ss 
s 

- 1 00 
16 
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Tahle offus of the Marshal^ District attorney 9 Clerkf and other Offi^ 
cerSf of the District and Circuit Courts ojtlie United States qf^mericaf 
within the Vermont District, established by, and according to, law. 

TO THE MARSUAX. 

Fop serving any writ, warrant, attachment, or process, 

issuing out of any of the courts of the United States, 8 2 06 
And, in case there be more than one, two dollars for every 
additional person named therein; and for travel out, in 
serving the same,^re cents per mile, from the place of 
service to the court where the writ, &c. is oraered to 
be returned, computing travel from the residence of the 
person most remote', adding thereto the travel that may 
be necessary for serving on the other person or persons 
named in the said writ, &c. 
"For summoning witnesses and appraisers, each, - - 51D 

And for travel out, per mile. Jive cents, in the same manner 
as in case of serving writs, &c. on two or more persons. 
For every commitment or discharge of a prisoner, - 50 

For every proclamation in the admiralty, - - 30 

Sales of ships or vessels, or other property, condemned 
in the admiralty side of the distiict court, or in the 
circuit court, and for receiving and paying the money 
into court, for any sum under iSOO, two and an half 
per centum; and for any larger sum, one and one-fourth 
per centum upon the excess. 
For summoning each grand or other jury, - - 4 00 

Provided, that, in no case, shall the fees (or summoning 

jurors to any one court exceed - - - 50 00 

For attending circuit court, per day, - - - 5 00 

For attending district court, per ds^y, - - - 4 00 

F6r attending district court, per day, when it has the 

powers of a circuit court, - - - - 5 00 

For travel from his place of abode to either of said courts, 

per mile, - - - - • - 10 

For advertising notice upon monition issuing out of the 

admiralty, at the discretion of the court, not exceeding 10 00 
For travel to serve any other writ or process, issuing out 
of the same court, computing from the place of return 
to the most remote place of service, per mile, - 5 

For advertising notice of sale to be made by virtue of a 
venditioni exponas, the actual expense thereof^ if allow- 
ed by the court. 
For taking bail bond for each defendant or debtor^ - 50 

For summoning appraisers, to appraise real estate^ levied 

upon by execution^ for each appnuisery «- - 90 
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For trtvel per mile, to mmmon sack ftpprtimrs, GMBpttfii^ 
from the most nmote, to the place where the wfpndmn 
are to serve, per mile, - - - • 

For attetidfuice on such appraisers, per day. 
For all services, not herein enumerated, sudk fees and cooi- 
pensation as are allowed in the supreme court of the 
state of Vermont, where such services are rendered. 
For sidarj, - - - - - - 200 ( 

For attendants upon grand or other juries, net exceedii^ 

three, to be paid hj the Marshal, each per di^, - i (y 

TO THE CBT&B* 

For each day's attendance at court, to be paid Vy the Mar* 

shal, per day, - - - . - £ (K) 

TO THB DISTBICT ATTOSmST. 

For drawing every indictment or informatioit, « - I M 

And if more than one count, such sum as shall be aUowei 

by the courts respectively. 
For term fee in each cause or action, for every term, - t QD 
For attorney fee in each cause tided, not exceeding • 5 00 

For attorney fee on each motion to chancer any penal bond, 

motion in arrest, or for new trial, - - - f 50 

For copy of any indictment 'or information, such sum as 

shall be allowed by the courts, respectively. 
For drawing interrogatories, - - • « 5 IB 

For drawing and exhibiting libel, claim, or answer, or for 

drawing information, and ediibiting the same, - fiUft 

For all other services in any one case, - • • 6 61 

For each day's necessary attendance on the business of tiie 

United States, during tiie sessions of the Strict or 

circuit courts, -- - . - 5(fO 

For travelling from the place of his abode to dtfaer of said 

courts, per mile, - *• « . .11 

For his salary, - - - • - •iOOII 

For drawing declaration on note, - - - • If 

For all other writs, (meaning declarations) snch sum as 

shall be allowed by the oowts^ according to thdr length 

and difficulty. 

TO THE G£E]IK. 

For each original writ or mesne process, or subpoena, with 

the seal of the court i^bnd, - - - • Jl 

For each yenire faeifts for giwd or petit jurors, for each 
juror summoned, one sixth part of a dollar, adding 
thereto, one third part of that one sixth part^ fw etich 
juror. 
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or travelling Crem the place of his abode^ to either of said . 

courts^ per inile^ - - - - - 10 

or attending either of said courts, per day, - - 5 

or entering each action pr prosecution, on tiie law side 67 

Ditto ditto in chancery, • 1 00 

or each continuance, • - « • - 21 

or each discontinuance, - - - - 34 

or entering each judgment,on abatement, non-suit, default, 

or confession . - ... 34 

Ditto ditto on demurrer, or after verdict 1 34 

or drawing and filing bond for plaintiff, to pi-osecute suit 

against defendant, - • - • - 50 

or recording any judgment in law^ or decree in chancery, 

for every one hundred words, - . , |o 

or filing any necessary paper, - - - - 08 

or entering every rule or order of court - - - 12 

Ditto appeal in the district court . . 50 

br each writ of execution, with the seal affixed - - 58 

pr each capias, or warrant - - - - 1 58 

Ditto habeas corpus - - - 1 58 

'or recording each execution and officei^'s return thereon, 
when the same has been levied and extended on real es- 
tate, • • - - . • 1 34 
'or affixing the seal of the court to every necessary paper, 

each, - - - - - - «5 

'or each certificate, on every paper filed in court, - 22 

'or filing and safe keeping each affidavit, filed in court - 75 

'or taking recognizance in court, for each person recog- 
nized, • - - * - , - - 25 
'or copy of any record or paper, either on the law or chan- 
cery side of the court, for every one hundred words • 10 
'or all copies, and services, made by direction of the court, 
and not herein before enumerated, such sum or sums aa 
shall be allowed by the courts respectively, according 
to their length and difficulty, 
'or all moneys deposited in court, half of one per centum. 
'or swearing each counsellor admitted by the court, record- ^ 
ing the same, and issuing a copy of the record, under 
the seal of the court, ^ - - - 3 00 
*or recording each title {lage of a book, map* or chart, 60 
^or copy of the record of we same, and affixing the seal of 

the court, .••.-• 60 

OltBBK^S BBSS IK AOHIBALTr. 

\)r drawing every stipulation, proccQS, monition, or sub- 

pcena, for every ninety woi^, - -* - 15 

Tor engroMuig each abeet of Bine^ words -* - 10 
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For entering return of process . . . . 

For filing every libel, claim, pleading, or other paper 
For copies of tlie pleadings interrogatories, depositions^ ex- 

liibits, when required, for every ninety words. 
For entering each proclamation - - 

For entering each default, - - - 

For entering every rule of court - - - - 

For examining each witness and drawing his deposition, 
for every ninety woi-ds - - - - 

For certifying each exhibit or writing, shewn to a witness 
at his examination .... 

For drawing every decree, or decretal order, for everj' nine- 
ty wor&, ----.. 
Fpr entering, the same in the minutes, for every ninety 

words - - - - 

For drawing a record, or making a copy of the proceeding, 
for cYcry ninety words, .... 

For entering a recoi-d in the register, or engrossing, or co- 
pying proceedings or i*ecords, to be sealed or exempli- 
fied, for every ninety words, - - . 
For every certificate, - - - - 
For entering return of appraisement, or sales, for every 
ninety words, - - . - . 
For aflixing the seal to any paper when required 
For drawing commission to examine witnesses, for every 

ninety words - - 

For engrossing the same, if on parchment, including the 

parclunent, - - ^ - 

For do if on paper, for every ninety words 

For swearing each witness in court ... 

For every entry or writing not mentioned or described, such 
allowance shall be taxed, as for similar services here- 
in mentioned. 
For all moneys deposited in court, half of one per centum. 

attorneys' fees. 

For arawing declaration on note ... 

For all other writs, such sum as shall be allowed by the 
courts, according to their length and difficulty. 

TO JUROKS AND WITNESSES. 

For each day's attendance of a grand or other juror 

For traveling to and fittftn court, to their respective places 

of abode, each juror, per mile, each way. 
For each day as a witness in any one cause. 
For traveiiing to and from court, to their respective places 

of %bQdie9«aclk vritaeasi per mile^ each way, - 
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TO PABTIES. 

iPw term fee on abatement, non*8uit> or default, in the first 

term, - - . - - -2 00 

For term fee in all other cases - - - - 2 oo 

And the party recovering shall be allowed for his attorney, 

on non-suit or default - - - - 1 50 

For trial, at issue of law or fact, - - - • 3 00 

For travel for plaintiff or defendant within the state of Ver- 
mont, per mile ..... 05 

TO toWk ci£rk9 til VemwfU. 

For recording executions levied on real estate, and the offi- 
cer's return thereon endorsed, both together - x OQ 

TO SURVEYORS. 

For surveying land set off upon execution, for each day's 

attendance, if surveyor general of state, - - 1 50 

If county surveyor, only, - - - - 1 06 

TO AFFBAI8BR8. 

For appraising such lands, per day, each^ - * 67 

For half a day - - - • ^ - 34 

TO CHAIN MEK, 

Employed in surveying such lands, each, per day •* 67 

And^ for half a day, ..... 34 



Ji table hf which the fees of the Clerk of the District Court of the Unit-' 
ed States for the northern district of J^ew-Fork, are taxed in all 
dvU causes not of admiralty or maritime junsdiction. 

For drawing, engrossing, and sealing a writ, and filing the Cts. 

precipe - - - - - - 50 

For filing a declaration or other pleading - - 9 
For entering an appearance or default - - - 16 7 
For entering every rule, not exceeding two folios of seven- 
ty-two words each - - - - - 25 3 

For each folio 6ver two - - - - 16 7 

For a certified copy of a rule not e^^ceeding two folio pages 

of seventy-tWo words each - - - - 16 7 

8 
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Fop each folio over two . ^ - - - 

For every certificate - - - - • 

For entering every non satt - - - . 

For calling and swearing every jury 

For entering the return of a writ^ and filing tlie writ 

For 8wearin|^ each witness .... 

For swearing a constable to attend a jury <» 

For reading every writing given in evidence 

For filing a judgnient reoora * * - 

For docketing a judgment . ^ - , 

For taking a verdict and entering the same on the minute 

For entering a judgment - • - - 

For entering or filing a retraxit or discontinuance 

For drawing and engrossing exomplificatioiis of reoords tat 

every folio of seventy *two words . . . 

For copies of records and pleadings for each folio of aeren- 

ty-t wo words 
For drawing or striking a special jury - - - 1 

For copies of records to be returned upon writ of nror, for 

each folio of seventy -two words ^ . . 

For entering satisfaction on record - • • 

For searching the records in any one year 
And for every other year in which search is made 
For searching for a judgment for every term in which search 

is made .«.«.- 

For entering confession of lease, entry, and ouster 
For entering every cause in the judge's book 
For a certified co^y of the minutes of a trial 
Trial fee ...... 5 
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J copy of thetabU of fees from which the Clerk^s eastsinthe Ciradt awi 
Distnct Court of the Ilnited States for the /^/iw-Jersey distrid art 
taxed* 



ProckmitiMi money 

Every bond to prosecute ... 

Making out every writ, if he does it - 

Half every writ . . 

Filing every indictment ... 

Entering every action ^ . . 

Copying every indictment, plea, &c. for vnaj 90 worda 

Entering defendant's amieal ... 

Entering verdict and judgment 

Reading every evidence 

£nt«i*iiig «y«ry ruk oC court 
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Every copy thereof - - - . . 

Withdrawing an action discontinued - - • 
Entering every recognisance in court - - 

Searching records - . . - - 

Filing roll in every action - • . . 
Swearing jury and constable .... 
Discharging by proclamation - - 

Every copy of writ, per sheet - - - - 

Filing every writ, indictment. &c. . . - 

TV) the fees allowed by this bill there is one-third added by Act of 
Congress* 
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List of Fees charged in the Courts of the tJnited States for the District. 

of Pennsylvania. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 

In criminal cases: 

For drawing and prosecuting every bill of indictment^ - 6 0& 

On proceeidings in rem. 
IPor drawing interrogatories^ - • - - 5 00 

For drawing and exhibiting libel, claim, and answer - 6 00 
For all other services, in any one cause, « • - 6 00 

In other cases: 
For issuing precipe for the commencement of any suit, en- 
. tering an appearance, and filing warrant of attorney, 
if i^uired, u the suit is ended before, or sitting, the 
first court, - - - - - -3 S3 

For every suit ended after the first court, and before judg- 
ment, discontinuance, or non pros, the further sum of 3 33 
For every suit prosecuted to judgment, discontinuance, or 

non pros. - --• - -8 00 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW— -j'fiieraUy. 

For issuing precipe for the commencement of any suit, en- 
tering an appearance, aad filing a warrant of attorney, 
if required, if the suit is ended before, or sitting, the 
first court, • - - - - -3 33 

For every suit ended after the first court, and before judg- 
ment, discontiiMiance, or non pros, the further sum of 3 39 

F or every suit prosecuted to judgment, discontinuance, or 

nonpros. - - «> * - -8 00 
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In criminal cases: 
For aU services performed in any one prosecatioa, if Ae 

party be convicted, - - ... 

if not convicted, .... 

In admiralty proceedings, and proceedings in reoL 
l^or drawing ever}' stipulation, process, monitiony or sopoe* 

na, for each sheet containing 90 words. 
And engi*ossing each sheet, - ... 

Entering return of process, .... 

Filing kbel, claim, j^leading, or other paper, * 
Copies of the pleadings, interrogatories, deposition^ isui 

exhibits, when required, for each sheet of 90 woids, 
Entering each proclamation, - - . . 

Each default, - - - ' - - - 

Every rule of coort, - - - . . 

Examining a witness, and drawing his deposition, for each 

sheet of 90 words, - - . . . 

Certifying an exhibit^ or writing, shewn to a witness at his 

examination, - - - . 

Drawing every decree, or decretal order, for each sheet of 

90 words, .... . . 

Entering the same in the minutes, each sheet as aforesaid. 
For drawing a record, or making a copy of the proceedings, 

for eacli sheet of 90 words, .... 
But no pleading, deposition, exhibit, or other writing, to be 

inserted therein verbatim, or in b«c verba, sbaU be 

computed as any part of such draft. 
Entering a record in the register, or engrossing or copying 

proceedings or records, to be sealed or exemplified, for 

each sheet of 90 words, including all the pleadings, de- 

positions, exhibits, and writings, inserted therein. 
Every certificate, ..... 

Entering return of appraisement on sales, for each sheet of 
90 words, - . . - • . 

Affixing seal to a paper, when required, - ... 

Drawing commission to examine witnesses, for each sheet 
of 90 words, - . . 

For engrossing the same, if on parchment, 

if on paper, - - 

Swearing each witness in court, - ... 

For every entry, or writing, not mentioned or described, 
such allowance to be taxed as for similar services. 

. In other cases: 

For issuing a writ of capias ad respondendum, of summons, 
of scire facias, of attachment, of partition, of dower, 
and all other writs, docketing the same, and recordioe 
return, ...... 

For entering^ an appeanutce for either party, - ' . 
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ing special baily • . . ^ . 67 

piece and seal^ - - - - - 67 
; declaration, plea, demurrer^ joinder in demurrer^ 
■eplication^ and every subsequent plea and issue^ and 

intering them upon record, each, - - - 17 
; all other papers of each party in a cause, and reading 

henit if thought necessary by the court, each, - 26 

f continuance, - - - - - 17 

Y rule of reference, for trial, to shew cause, for depos- 
itions, to give security for costs, - - - 23 
ly of the same, ..... 44 
ing discontinuance, retraxit, or quashing writ of error, 1 7 
f trial, swearing jury, and recording genei*al verdict, 90 

where there is a special verdict, - - 1 33 

ring a ¥ritness, ..... -jr 

•ding judgment, ..... 25 

rine arrest of judgment, - - - - 17 

owledging satisfaction on record, ... 33 

1; and entering on record the report of referees, - S3 

ring judgment thereon, - - - - 17 

ig subp<Bna for a witness, with seal . . 57 

very name inserted after the first, - - - 10 

Y subpo&na ticket, - - - - • 33 

of declaration, or other pleading, every line of twelve 

¥ords, ...... 1^ 

^ declaration in eiectment, and docketing the cause, 67 

ring confession ot lease, entry, and ouster, - • 17 

ring every motion or rule, - - - - 17 

Qg plaintiff or defendant, and entering default, - 35 

ring a cesset executio, - - - - 17 

aire, or distringas, - • - . • 1 33 

ng up a record, for every line of twelve words, • 1 j 

jvery search, ----- 27 

nrery certificate and seal, - - - - 90 

dg a commission to take depositions, - - 2 00 
e interrogatories, and annexing copy to commission, 

hr every line of twelve words, - - - 1| 
ng and entering acknowledgment of Marshal's deed, 

ind recording the same, and certificate under sc^, - 2 00 

ring up a judgment, confessed on warrant of attorney, 2 00 
loneys deposited in court i of 1 per cent. * 

MARSHAL. 

criminal cases: 

ikey's fees for commitment or discharge of prisoner, 67 

7 cause not capital, - - • - • 1 33 

7 capital cause, • - ... 3 $3 

;uting a death warrant, " - « - 12 00 
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In other cases: 
For the service of any writ, warranty attachment* or fm^ 

cessy * - - - • - 

Where mom than one person is nanwd in tbe same, for aacft 

person so named, • - * « . 

Mileage on serring the same, to be CMipwIed frota jiuot af 

service to place of retam, per mile, • - • 

Where more than one person is named tkerehb nukag^ tii 

be computed from the court to the place of aerrice most 

remote, adding the extra mikage narcflaaiy to stm H 

on the other. 
Each ball bond, . - . ... 

Actuallj sammoaing witnesses or apprai8er% each. 
Commitment or discharge of a prisoner, « • * 

Proclamation in admiralty, .... 

Summoning grand or other jury. 
Assigning bail bond. 
Taking replevin bond, attachment bond, or any writbig of 

indemnification, and filing it, ... 

Executing fieri facias, if money paid wifliont sale^ 
Taking goods into custody, advertising and seUing, far wkj 

sum under S500, per cent . . . • 

for any larger sum, per cent. 
Selling lands upon, delivering them to the creditor, the same 

allowance. 
For receiving and paying money under attaduBon^ or ca- 
pias ad satisfaciendum, the same allowance. 
For keeping goods or chattels, fees to be regilrted by tli# 

court in case of dispute. 
No poundage, except for the real debt. 
Summoning and returning a travorse jnry, in eadi eaa^ 

that is tried, ..... 

Summoning a jury of inquiry, attesting and c1 

taking and executing inquisition and retnm/ 
If engaged more than one day, each day afln*. 
Marshal's deed on sale of lands, 
Acknowledging tbe same, - . • 

Copy of writ m arrest, each line of twelve words. 
Every return of non est inventus, or nulla bana. 
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For each cause called in courts 



JlTBims. 



Fm* each day's attendance in court. 
Mileage, cxMniag and going, per "^^ 
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WlTinBBSES. 

In criminal cases: 

lie same allowance as to jarors. 

In civil cases: 

»r eacli day's travel to and from, and attendance at, court, 50 

he day's^ travd computed at twenty miled. 

lie courts are requiml by law to appoint Cryers, and the 
MarAal each » number of persons, not exceeding three, 
as may be necessary to attend upon the grand and 
ether-juries, and for other necessary purposes, who are 
allowed by the United States, each, per day, 2 00 



cu&bk's tob bill. 

P^estem Distriet of Pennsylvania. 

isr issuing every writ, docketing the same, and recording 

marshal's return - - - - -S2 40 

lutering aa appearance ••--*. 1 7 

Entering special bail «- - -> - - 67 

iail piece and seal - * - - * 67 
'iling and entering on record, declaration, plea, demurrer, 

joinder in demurrer, replication, ftc - - 17 
'iling all other papers of each party, in any one cause, and 

recording the same, if necessary ... 26 

Svery continuance from term to term - - - 17 
tole of reference for trial, to shew canse, to take deposi- 

tionsy to give security for persons out of the state - 23 

L copy of same ..-•«. 44 
Entering discontinuance, retnudt, or quashing writ of 

error - - - - - - 17 

Every trial, swearing jury, und recording general verdict 90 
Every trial by special verdict, swearing jury, and record- 
ing sttc^ verdict - - - . . 1 33| 

Swearing or aflu*ming every witness ... 7 

Ucording each judgment . • - ^ 26 

Entering arrest of judgment - r - - 17 

Acknowledging satiiafactton on record - - - S3 

Tiling and recording the report of referees - - 33 

Entering judgment thereon - - - - 17 

kibpcena for witness without seal . . » 67 

Svery name after the first ^ - - - 13| 

Every subpcena ticket - - - - - 33 

Bopy of declaration, or other pleading, per twelve words 1| 
Last of spnoial jury, attending and striking, and copies of 

ditto, to plaintiff and defendant * - - I 33^ 



[134] 64 

Filing declaration in ejectment, and docketing tbe same • 67 
Entering confession of leaaej entry, and oustw - - 17( 

Venire, or distringas . . - - - i ssi 

Recording erery motion or rule - - - - 17| 

Calling plaintiff or defendant, and entering detaidt in his 

Xarance ------ m| 

% cesset executio - - - - 17t 

Making up (nisi prins) record of district court, containing 

declaration^ pleadings, and issue, pa twelve words - l| 

Postea of {Mvceedings at district coart - - - 1 77| 

Every search of record ----- s$| 

Copy of record, per twelve words - - - If 

Certificate and seal ----- Vk 

Commission to talce depositions out of the state - • S 00 

Filing interrogatcHiea, and copy annexed to comaiasioB, 

per twelve words - - -i - - i^ 

Receiving, reading, and filing a petition for divom^ dock-* 
eting same, filing and reading record of convictioDy and 
oil other papers in such suit - - - - 3 10 

Subpcena pursuant to ditto - - - -■ 8 00 

Entering decree, or judgment of court - - - y3\ 

Taking, entering, and acknowledging mar^al's deeds* and 
recording certificate of acknowledgment thereof, undv 
seal - - - - - - -900 

All services in entering up jodgmuit confessed, on warrant 

of attorney - - - - - -SOQ 

Making up record in form, and engrossing same, (if re- 
quired,) containing all pleadings, proceraings, w jodg- 
ment in an action, or in t))C case of divorce, or bill fitr 
perpetuating testimony, for every line i^ twelve worda 1} 

Registering alien . - . . - 50 

All other services on naturalization of aliens 
Order of removal from eastern to western district - H 



rEES nr adhir&i.tt. 



Brawing any stipulation, process, monition, or sabpieiia, 
for each sheet containing ninety words 

Engrossing each sheet . - - . . 

Entering return of process - . - _ 

Filing every libel, claim, pleading, or other paper 

Copies of the pleadings, interrogatoriefl, depositioBB, and 
exhibits, when required, for each sheet of ninety 
words - - , . . 

Entering each proclamation . . . _ 

Entering each default 



Entering every rule of court - . - _ 

Examining each witness, and drawing his deposition, tor 

«at^ BhccA, con\»\iaa^viAnfttj vords - . - 
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Certifying eadi exhibit or lirrttiii^ shewn, to a witness at 

his examination .... . . 25 

Drawing every decree, or decretal order, for each sheet of 

ninety words - - - - - 15 

Entering ditto, in minutes, per sheet, as aforesaid - 10 

For drawing a record, or making a copy of the proceed- 
'^ ings, per sheet of ninety words - - - 15 

Entering a record in the register, or engrossing or copying 
^ proceedings, orrecords to besealed or exemplified, per 
sheet of ninety words, including all the pleadings, de- 
positions, exhibits, ami writings inserted therein - IQ ' 
Every certificate - - * -r - SO 
Entering return of appraisement, or sales, pep sheet of 

ninety words . = ^. . . . iq 

Affixing the seal to any paper, ¥rhen required - . £5 

Bl*awing commission to examine witnesses, per sheet of 

ninety words - - - - - 15 

Engrossing tiie same, if on parchment, inclading the parch- 
' i' mcnt - - - - - - SO 

^ paper, per sheet of ninety words - - ^ 10 

Swearing each witness in court . - - - - 10 

All money deposited in court, one half of one per cent 

^ FEES KESPECTIIfG THE UWITBD STATES DIRECT TAX. 

# ■ , • . 

For redeeming non-resident real estate, five per cent, com- 

*' mission on amount paid by purchaser 

For making deed to purchaser erf resident property, (one 

V half to the Collector ) * - - - - 5 
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In the Ciretdi and IHsMet, eourt^irf the Umkd States, for the DUtriet 

of Delaware. Copy BUI of Clerks fees in both courts, made out on 

* an action, CctvilJ ofA*fB.';os. C. Di 



K ' 



TABLE OF A TAXED BIIJ^. 

For issuing the writ, signing and sealing the same,'.&c. Sec. S So 

For appearance Attorney at first term - * .. - 9 

For entering special bail^ &c. - ' • - . 44 

For continuance - . • . . . 9 

For search . - - - . - . 9 

For rule new - - - • - - 9 

For rule trial - - . . - - 9 

For issuing venire facias, &c. - - - - 1 07 

For advefttcing trial cause •> - - - 10 

For filing wiSt - - - * - - 5 

For filing deposition of a witness - - « « 5 

For issuing a subpoena • • • i . . • .44 
9 
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66 



For jadement and non pros, at bar^ &G. 
Fop quaig. witness on trial 
Ditto to attendance 
Bill of cost 
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For filing every demurrer, plea, replication, plea^ng sub- 
sequent, and issue in any action - , - " "- 

For copyof every plea, replication, or ples^nlp^klbseqiieB^ 
for each line of 12 words - - - 

For calling the jury and attesting them - *'' 

For attesting the bailiff to attend the jury 

For entering an an^est of judgment - 

For recording every verdict 

For acknowldising satisfaction of a judgment on record ^- 

For reading a deposition or affidavit - - '1 

For entering an appeal - - - ^ - 

For drawing out a list of 4 8 persons from the Marsfial's 

of fi*eeholders for a special or struck jury, ahd allUs' 
services in striking the same - - ^.• 

For copy of^very record or other proceedings, for every 
of 12 words to a line -* - - 

For signing any writing ifot before enumerated, op wKete^ 1 
is not written by the Clerk - - . "- - ;, -_ 

For affixing the seal of office to any writing not before'i^*;^^'^ 
mepated - - - - - f^^ '^ "^ 

Fop entering up judgment by warrant of Attorney, liod,^ ' '^ 
services thereon - - . - - ■ "*' 

For confession of a judgment on an amicable suit; 
the services thereon - - - - 

For recording a testatum fieri facias - 

For entering a judgment, or justice's transcript - 
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In the District Court of Ddaware, (m the admirfllty siM, ' ta^ U^ 
of Clerks^ fees, as made out on a libd of the the Unite4 /^k$m agm4 
fncrchandi%e, where a daim has been laid in, and ddpendU^ ia^ie, M^ 
in the Court, and condemned. '^ " 



TABLE OF A TAXED BILL OF CLERK's FEB)}. 



i » 



For filing libel and entering the cause, - •. iOO St 

For entering all. and rule for time and place of faiaJL- < M 
For award of process - . . . ^^ . 

For issuing process, siniing and sealing the same Iv^ ,. £ 

For issuing label, kc. &c. joined to it^ - - ^ ^h^ " 

For filing process and label, at six cents eadh# - . i^ 
For do« Marshal's certificate, schedule, anil return, at 6 cfa: 






^ 
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Wot eatering return of process, * - - • 

For do. ofcitation, ..... 

For drawing and printing advertisement. 

For copy oflibel, certified, &c. for district attorney 

For do. do. for claimant's attorney, - 

For drawing agreement for appraisement. 

For one rule of court - .- « - . 

For copy of order of court, certified, &c. for appraisers 

For filing appraisement, order of court, and agreement, at 6 
cents each, . . - • 

For qualifying three appraisers, at ten cents each. 

For certifying qualification appraisers, 

For drawing bond for appraisement, &c. and filing it. 

For do. for costs, and filing it, - 

For do. claim for claimants, and filing it. 

For entering return of appraisement, - - . 

J'or order of court to deliver property, - - - 

For filing collector's certificate of duties being secured, - 

For entering two proclamations, at 15 cents each. 

War filing interrogatories, .... 

For copy claim certified for district attorney. 

For entering rule to take depositions, •* - 

For two rules to take depositions, at 15 cents. 

For copy rules to take depositions, and cei-tifying, &c. &c. 

For filing one rule deposition, and filing one deposition 
taken at 6 cents, - - - 

^ For copying, certifying, &c. a deposition of witness for dis- 
trict attorney, . - - - - 

For drawing order of court to May Term, 1811, 

For copying order of court, certified, &c. 

For filing one rule deposition, 6 cents, filing deposition of 

, 6 cents, ----- 12 

For one order of court, 15 cents, serving notice on clum- 

ants attorney, &c. 50 cts. - - - . 65 

For issuing seven subpoenas for United States' witnesses, 
at il 05 each, ..... 

For twenty-five continuances of the cause, at 6 cents each> 

For qualifying two witnesses to attend at courts, at 10 cts. 
each, - 

For drawing the record, and recording all the proceedings 
in full length, - - - • - 

For drawing and entering decree on minutes 

FoJhrecording the decree and appeal. 

For order of court granting appeal, - . « 

For issuing two certificates for (Jnited States' witnesaes at- 
tending, at £0 cents, 

Kor bill of costs 33 cents, copyinr Inll of costs. 33 cts* - 

For copying decree^ certified^ ftdur ^ collector^ 

- i . .... . 

f^7 90 
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2 66 


2 66 
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1 00 


18 
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1 00 



7 35 


1 50 


3 90 
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90 


15 


40 


66 
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In the Dislrict Couy! of Delaivarr, on tlie admiraltif side. Copy 6i 
of Clerk's f res, tu mailf out on a lihrl of Ihe Ignited Sintnt against mr. 
ckandi.'i,f, where no claim has ban laid in, aud deene of tviutemmaUt 
look place. 

TABIE OF A TAXBIl BILL OF CLBUt'S ntCK. 

For filing libel and enterinB Ihe cause - - -8 

For Filtering all. and rule, for time ami jilare of trial, 

F»r award of process, . . - - - 

For issuing process, n'lf^nin^ and scaling UicNiint^ 

For do. liibch Ac \c. joined to it - 

For filing process and label, at 6 tents, - . . 

For do. marshaVs certiflcatr, schedule tind rftnnit at 6 

cents, ...... 

For entering return nf process. 

For A<i. do. of citation, - . - . 

For drawing and printing advertiflenient, 

For copy of iiliel certiTytng, Ac. ^c. lor district attorney, 

For entering two pi'ucluinations, at 13 cents, 

For do. two rules of court, at 15 rents, 

For drawing the record and recording all the pruceedinn 

and decr-ee in full length, for each sheet, ninety won^ 

at 1 5 cents, per ninety wordtt, - - _ 

For entering two defaults, at 13 cents each, 
For copy order cpftified, &c. for mui-stiiil' In sell. 
For copy order of court, rcrtifiMi, Ac. fin- collector. 
For copy certified decree for "collector to file. &c. 
For entering, fttc. final order to pay balance to collector* - 
For copy certilied order to pay balance foi- coDcctor. 
For hill of costs, thirty-three cents, copy bill costs thirty- 

thi-ce cents, - - . _ . 



In tht 2rf volume of Ike Imes of Ike Cnilnl States, f'Aapi. l G5, *e. 3i 
is the Jollmvins jtravision, " fees of the Clerk of the Distriti Onu^ 
in Mmiraltij aitd Maritime causes', passed .March 1st, 179J. 

For drawing every stipulation, process, monition, or 8ubp<e> 

na, for each sheet containing 90 words 
And for engrossing each sheet .... 
For entering the return of process ... 

For iiMing every libel, claim, pleading, or other paper 
For copies of the pleadings, interrogatories, depositions, ex~ 
ktbits, when re(|uired, for each sheet of 90 words _- 
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Amt enlering each produiatibn - * -- - 15 

For entering each default - - - - 12 

Kor entering every rule of court - - - - 15 

For examining each witne^and drawing his deposition^ for 

each sheet containing 90 words - - - 15 

For certifying each exhibit or writing shewn to a witness* at 

his examination - - - - - 25 

For drawing every decree or decretal order^ for each sheet 

containing 90 words - • - - 15 

And for entering the same in the minutes^ for each sheet as 

aforesaid - - . • . . . lo 

For drawing a record or making a copy of the proceedings^ 

for each sheet containing 90 words - ^^ . i$ 

But no pleadings deposition, exhibit, or other writings to be 

inserted therein verbatim or in hsec verba sh^ he im« 

puted as any part pf such draft. 
For entering a record in the register, or engrossing, or co- 
pying proceedingiB,or records to be sealed,or exemplified 

for each sheet of 90 words, including all the pleadings, 

depositions, exhibits, and writings, inserted therein - 10- 

For every certificate - - - - - 20 

For entering return of i^praisement or sales, for each sheet 

of 90 words ------ 10 

For affixing the seal to any paper when required - ' 25 

For drawing a commission to examine witnesses, for each • 

sheet containing 90 words - - • - 15 

And for engrossing the same, if on parchment, including the 

parchment - - - - - ^ . so 

And if on paper, for each sheet of 90 words - - 10 

Rir swearing each w^ness in court « - • la 

fw every eiiti*y or writing not mentioned on described, such 

allowance shall be taxed as for similar services herein 

mentioned 
In the 3d volume of the laws of the United States, page 221 

section 89; tiiere is an allowance made to the Clerk for 

drawing, and printing advertisement, &c* on each libel 10 00 
On moneys deposited in court an allowance is made by an 

act of Congress, passed April 18th, 1814, to the Clerk^ 

of one^half of one per centum. 



«S Table of Fees payable to the Clerk of the District Court for the 
trict of Columbia, in MmirMy and Maritime causes. 

For drawing every stipulation, process, monition, or sub- 

pcena, n>r each sheet containing ninety words - jSOO 15 

And for engrossing each sheet - - - . - 10 
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Entering the return of process 

FUing every libel, claim, pleading, or other paper 

Copies of the pleadings, interrogatories, dqv>siti09S9 and exr 

hibits, when required, for each sheet ^f nin^ words - 
Entering each proclamation - . . 

Entering each de&ult . . - . • 

l^Qtering every rule of court - - * - 

Examining each witness, and drawing his depositions 4»r 

each sheet containing ninety woi*ds - v - 
Certifying each exhibit, for writing sliowa to a wit^ress at 

his examination - - - , ^ 

Drawing every decreeir or decretal ordertfqr eifikvheist 

containing ninety words - - ., . 

And for entering the same in the minutes, for each flheet» as 

aforesaid ------ 

For drawing a record, or making a copy of the proceedingSy 

for each sheet containing ninety words - , - 

But no pleading, deposition, exhibit, or other writi^g^ %. 

be inserted themn verbatim, or in hcBC verhat ahaU lie^ 

computed as any part of such draft. 
Entering a record in the register, or engrossing, or 

ing, proceedings or records, to be settied or ^jceoij 

fied, for each sheet of ninety words, including all 

pleadings, depositions, exhibits, and writings, inaert^ 

therein - - - • - . ^^•; 

Eyery certificate - - - - - • ^-^ 

Entering return of appraisement, or sales, for each.ahiMt n^ 

ninety words - - . -' '^ •* 

Affixing the seal to any paper, when required 
Drawing commission to examine witnesses, for each doftHtL 

containing ninety words . - - 

And for engrossing the same, if on parchment, including tha . 

parchment - - - - . • 

And if on paper, for each sheet of ninety words . - _. ^ - 
Swearing each witness in court - - r 

For every entry or writing, not mention^ or described^ 

such allowance shall be taxed as for similar servicea. 

herein mentioned* . 

All money deposited in court, one and a quarter per cent. 




IS 
6 

\t 

If 

li 



15 

U 

10 
14 



• - 



a 



95 

%^ 

1« 



f4 



Table of Fees of the Clerk of the Cireuii Coyrt «/ thc^Miirid^ Ok 
lufiibiarjor the County of tFashingtonf estaSUshedWf knth 



■%.' 



CIVU. SITITS, &C. 

A recordari and return - - . «* ^SJM ftfl 

A writ ot inquiiry of damages, and ret per side, and so pto 

rata . . • . «. - II 
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A writ of covenant to pass a fine « « - 

A writ of assize and ret. - - • • 

A writ of melius inquirendum, ormonstraTeruntanld ret • 

A writ of posse comitatus and ret. 

A writ of discharge, if any, and ret. . • . 

A writ of restitution and ret. - - - 

A writ of diminution and ret. 

A writ of error and ret. - - * 

A writ of withernam and ret. - ... 

A writ of estreperaent and ret. - - - - 

A writ of restitution, per side - . . • 

A writ of partition and ret. per side • • 

A writ of distringas and ret. per side ... 

A writ of dower, per side - - - « 

A summons in dower, per side - « . j 

A summons in partition and ret. per side -' 

A subpoena adjustificandum - - - - 

Habere facias possessionem, and ret. - 

Procedendo and ret. 

Habeas corpus and ret. - - • . . 

An elegit and ret. 

A certiorari and ret . - • 

A duces tecum and ret. per side - 

A habere facias seisinam, and ret. per side 

A retomo habendo and ret. per side - - • 

8ci. fa. on writ of error, and ret. 

Supercedeas thereon, and ret. 

Sci. fa. on a judgment, per side, without any charge for 

search or copy judgment - - - • 

ScL fa. against sp. ba. per side, \(ithout any charge for 

search - - - - - 

Sci. fa. against security for costs on recog. per side, and 

ret. without any charge for search or other matter 
Sd. fa. on a certiorari, per side - - • 

Sci. fa. on audita querela, per side ... 

Attachment with sci. fa. and ret. • • 

Commission of audita and ret. • - - - 

Commission to examine evidences, per firide 
Commission of oyer and terminer, per side 
Commission to take acknowledgments and ret. 
Attachment on non-compliance with the cdmmon rule hi 

ejectment, per side ^ • • . • 

Attachment in partition and ret per side 
Attachment of contempt, per side - - - 

Commission under the act for regulating attachments to 

trustees, per side . - . . . 

fitrawing dedimus potestatem to examine evidences 
"Warrants of survey and ret - ... 

Venire facias for jurors^ if issued by order of court 
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BcpIeTin and ret - - • ^ - 

Isstting every commoii "writ, and retorn and filing 

Appearance of either party - . - 

Filing every declaration - - - - - 

Recording the same, per side • - 

Filing every account - - 

Recording the same, per side .... 

Filing every special plea, and every o&er pleading to make 
up the issue - - - - - - 

Recording the same, per side 

Filing bail piece • - - - - 

, Filing warraat of attorney - - . 

Filing every affidavit « • > - 

£ntenng defendant's imparlance • 

Continuance or reference 

Entmng oommitment - • ... 

Entering suggestion of death - - 

Appearance and surrender in discharge of bail 

Entering security for costs . - . • 

Entering amercement ..... 

Making up the issue in every suit, when done by tiie clark . 

Rule of trial - - - - - - 

Swearingjury - • - 

Swearing bailiff - . . . . L 

Copy of the pannel - - - - - 

Recording of the pannel - - - - - 

'Every oath taken in court 

Entering verdict ..... 

Recording verdict - - . - . 

Entering and sighing judgment . • . . 

Short copy of judgment - - - - - 

A transcript of the whole proceedings^ per side - 

Taxing and filing bill of costs 

A copy thereof, if demanded, with the articles at large ' - 

Copy orders for witnesses* attendance - - • 

Filing supersedeas - - - - ' -; 

Entering award of execution 

Filing or taking every special bail, in or out of court 

Entering action, agreed, struck off, or abated 

Taking security on condemnation on attachment - 

Entering admission of guardian, or next frfend 

Aflbung the seal of the couit to the copy of any judgment, 
or a transcript of any judgment^ or any record or cer* 
tificate - - - - - / ^- 

Filing award - . . 

According the same, per side - ... 

Filing plots or warrants of survey and depositions 

Reconling depositions, per side - - . j- - 

Rule to plead for trials when ordi^^ by court - ' - 



SI 

£1 

lot 

7 
7 

t 

• 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 
14 

7 

14 
14 
14 
35 

14^ 
80. 
7 
7^ 
T 
7 
7 
7 

451 
S8 
14 
M 
14 

i 
u 

m 

14 



r 

f 



fM 



73 [ 184 ] 

iBntering acknowledgment of deed of conveyance in court 1 Oi 

Allowance of writ of error - - - - lOj 

[Entering an appeal - - - - - 14 

Ai^y warrant or license - - - - - 14 

Any other pass or discharge - - - •, 14 

Search the first year» nothing. 

For all searches above one year, if the matter searched for 

be found - - - - - - 24 J 

For recording or copying^ny matter or thing in this table 
enumerated^ for which no other allowance hath been 
already made, and not prohibited to be recorded, per 
side - - - - - - -14 

Issuing every execution, and filing the same and return, 

without any charge for copy Judgment - - 2Ai 

RECOGNIZANCE. 

Filing every recognizance taken out of court - - 7 
Recording the same, per side - ... 7 
Taking every recognizance in court, with or without se- 
curity ----- . 7 
Appearance of the principal to every recognizance - 14 
Every respite and continuance - - . - 24| 
Entering every default on i*ccognizance - ' - - 7 
Discharge of every recognizance, with or without security 21 
Copy of every recognizance - - - - 21 

CRIMINAX. 

Every process to apprehend a criminal, if issued by order 

of court, and return ----- 28 

Appearance of the person charged to every indictment - 14 
Every order in criminal cases - - - .14 

Every indictment, per side - - - - 14 

Filing plea to tlie same - - - - - 14 

Recording the same, per side - - - - 14 

Confession to every indictment - - - - 14 

Every indictment after the first name • - - 17 i 

Entering conviction, and signing judgment - - 43| 

Every death wari*ant • - - - - 63 

Entering list of coipmon law fines, per side • • 14 
A subp(Ena ad respondendum^ with not mpre than three 

names and return - - - - - 21 

Every name more than three * 1 * " ^ 

An attachment of contempt and return - - - 14 

An injunction and return *. • . . 66i 

A writ of sequestration and return, per side - - 14 

An audita querela and return - - - - 1 SOi 

Filing every bill in chancery - - - - 35 

Fiiing every answer - - - - - 29} 
10 
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Everj court the same shall contume to be chai^ged to tbe 
complainanrt only . . - - . 

Every oath taken in court 

Recording every return of commission and deo. per side - 

A writ of ad quod damnum and r^uni, per side 

Every order on motion - - - • . 

A ne exeat and return - - - - . 

Drawing any matter or thing not mentioned, that passeth 
the seal, if it exceeds one side, per si^ 

Recording the same, per side - - * . 

Search tlie Brat year, nothing. 

For all searches above one year, if the matter seardieHlvt 
be found, and no copy taken .... 
(if copy taken, no charge for seardi.) 

For filing every plea in chancery, U'not recorded - 

For filing every demurrer, if not i*ecorded 

For recording the same, per side 

Filing accounts, books of accounts, bonds, deeds, or other 
papers or writings, referred to, and made part o^ any 
bill in chancery, plea, answer, or other pleadings or 
process thereupon, if not recorded - . . 

Recording the same, per side - - . . 

Filing return of comipission and deposition, if not recorded 

Filing every deposition, if taken in court without com. if 
not recorded - - • - . . 

Recording the same, per side - - . . 

Filing every petition in chancery and order thereon, if not 
recorded - - - - . 

Recording the same, per side - - ^ . 

Commission to examine evidences, per side 

For copy of any matter or thing herein-before mentioned, if 
i*equired and delivered, pei* side - 

Entering and signing deci*ee - . - 

Taxing and filing costs 

Copy, with articles at large 

Affixing the seal to any transcript or certificate 

Entering apjiearance .... 
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e to tlie Clerk of the Circuit Court of MexsaairiL 
in the District of Columbia. '^ 



For issuing a summons oh a petition for lapsed lands 
For every order thereon - - . . 

For every writ in the nature of ad quod damnum 
Fbr recording the same with the inquisition thet^n 
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Fol* a copy of sach writ and inquisition - - - 83 
For recording a deed of lease and release for conveying or 
settling lands and tenements^ and the proof of acknow- 
ledgment - - - - - -2 62 

For a copy thereof - - - - - 95 

For recording every deed of bargain and sale, for convey- 
ing or settling lands or tenements, and the proof of ac- 
knowledgment - - - - - 1 75 

For every separate and distinct tract of land or piece of 

ground other than the first contained therein - 25 

For a copy thereof - - - - - TO 

For issuing and recording a commission to take the privy 
examination of a feme covert, and certificate of com- 
missioners - - - - - • 70 

For a copy thereof ----- 35 

For recording a patent - - - - 87 

For a copy thereof - - - - - 43 

For recording a deed concerning slaves, or any other perso- 
nal matter or thing ----- 70 

{ For a copy thereof ----- 52 

For recording a bond with condition other than for the per- 
formance in deeds of conveyance or settlement of lands SS 
For a copy of a bond with condition other than an appeal 

bond - - - - - - 35 

For a copy of any other obligation or promissory note - 18 
For recording the age of a servant or slave adjudged in 

court .--... 18 

For a certificate thereof, if required - - - 14 

For the whole fee on an ordinary licence and bond - 87 

For a copy of the rates of liquors - - - 26 

For a marmge licence, certificate, and bond - ^ %7 

For recording the certificate thereof - - - 25 
For a search for any thing above a year's standing, if a copy 

be not taken - - - - - 8 

For reading any thing if a copy be not required - - 8 
For recording deeds for emancipating slaves, to be paid by 

the person emancipating - - « - 83 

For a copy thereof - - - • - 83 

For issuing a licence to a hawker or pedlar • - 50 

For registering a freeliegro, or copy of his certificate - 25 
For recording any thing not herein particularly mentioned, 

or for a copy thereof, for eveiy twenty words - 2 

Iir ACTIONS AT COMMOir JLAW* 

For every writ, except such as are herein particularly men- 
tioned * - - . . - - 18 
For a copy of such writ ----- 8 
For every execution • - • - - 26 
For every copy thereof ^ - • • - 14 
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For recopdinf" the return thereof ... 

For every writ of attachment in any action 

For i-ecording tiie return thereof - . - 

For an attachment granted by a justice of thepeace, record- 
ing the return thereof and putting it on Oie ducket 

For every BumraouH for a garnishee on auch attachment - 

For filing every bail bond and entering the bail returned - 

For docketing every cause 
■ For entering special bail .... 

For a copy of the return of a writ ... 

For entering security for persons out of countj 

For entering the appearance of the defendant where ttiercia 
no attorney .---.. 

For entering one or more attorneys for each party 

For every declaration or other pleading > . . 

For every trial, swearing the jury and witnesses, filing all 
papers, and recording, and general verdict 

For every trial, where there is a special verdict, or case 
agreed, and recording . . _ . 

For swearing the witnesses in every other cause where 
there is no Jury or case agreed - . . 

For filing the papers for each party in every cause, escq>t 
where there is a jury or case agreed - . . 

For entering every judgment, or for a copy 

For a commission to examine witnesses ... 

For filing a deposition in any suit for each pai-ty - 

For every deposition taken in court - _ . 

For administering an oath in couii: not relating to the trial 
of any cause there depending, and certifying the same 

For every i-ecognizance in court .... 

For entering the order or orders in any cause in one court 

For entering every order for attendance of witoiessea ■•- 

For a copy of such order .... 

For recording the report of a jury in the coanty, sorveyor, 
auditor, or viewers ..... 

For a copy thereof ..... 

Fur taxing tlie costs to any judgment, or for a copy 

For recording the acknowledgmentor satisfaction of a judg- 
ment ..... 

For every summons for witnesses - • . 

For making up a complete record of every cauae, for every 
twenty words - - . . . 

For a copy of acomplete record, same - . . 

For a writ of error, supersedeas, or scire facias - 

For recording return thereof .... 

For entering every rule entered in the rule book - 

For a copy of every rule - - . - . 

For taking bond upon issninga writ of error or supersedeas 

For a writ of habeas corpiiia ■- . . . 

FiUag Mm nXnm^^AmA .... 
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Hr SUITS IN CHANCBRT. 

For every 'writ of supersedeas or scire facias - - 43 
For taking bond upon issuing a writ of supersedeas, certio- 
rari, or for an appeal or any other bond - • 43 
For every other writ whatsoever - - - 35 
For entering the marshal's return in the rule book - 35 
For entering the personal appearance of the plaintiff or de- 
fendant, or the appearance of an attorney for either 
party - . - - - . 18 
For entering security for costs for persons out of the county 35 
For entering every rule entered in the rule book - 35 
For a copy of every rule - - - - 18 

For every order in court - - . 26 

For a copy of the same - - - • . 13 

For filing papers for each party ... £5 
For docketing every cause on the docket to be charged but 

once - - - - -- 18 

For every continuance on the docket • - - 26 
For the filing a declaration and every plea or demurrer in 
any cause to the making up of an issue dii*ected to be 

tried at the bar of the said court - - • 35 

For every trial, swearing the jury and witnesses, and re- t 

cording a general verdict - - - - 87 

For administeiing an oath in court, except witnesses, to a 

jury ...... 18 

For filing a bill, answer, replication, or other pleadings, 

each ------ 26 

For a copy thereof, for every twenty words - - * 2 

For entering every decree - - - - 18 

For drawing up every decree at large, entering the sub- 
stance of the bill, answer, and other pleadings, the 
substance of the evidence, and the decree thereupon, 

for every twenty words - - . - g 

For filing the depositions in every cause, for each party - 26 

For a copy of the depositions, for every twenty woimIs - 2 

For taking bond upon issuing injunctions - - 45 

For every dedimus potestatem - - - - 35 

For recording the report of auditors when desired - 70 
For making up a complete i*ecord of every cause, for every 

twenty words - . - . . 2 

For filing the return of a certiorari - - - 26 

For taxing the costs of any suit, or a copy thereof - 35 
For recording any thing not herein particularly mentioned, 

or for a copy thereof, for every twenty words - 2 
For a search for any thing above a year standing, or reading 

the same or any part, if a copy be not taken - • 18 
For every order for witnesses' attendance to be charged to 

the party against whom the order goes - - 18 

For a copy of a record) for every twen^ words - - 2 
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3bWe by -wkidi the Clerk of the ComU of the Unittd Stakh/m- the 
Fifth Circuit and Tirgiuia District, and for the iHttricf yVirgi- 
nia, u governed in charging fas. 



IS CHAirCBBT CASES. 
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For filing a bill» answer, rqilication, or other pleadings* 

each .-.-.. S5 

For a copy thereof, for every hundred words - - 13j 

For entmng every decree - - - - « 

For drawing up every decree at large, entering fte tn^ 
stance of the bill, answer, and other pleadings, the 
substance of the evidence, and the decree thereupon, 
for every hundred words - - - - I3J 

For filing the depositions in every cause in behalf of eadi 

party - - - . - - - SS 

For a copy of the depoaitionn, for every hundred words - ISj 

For every writ of supersedeas, or scire facias - - 57 

For taking a bond on issuing a writ of sapersedeas* certio- 
rari, or for an appeal, or any other bond ■• » ST 
For every other writ whatsoever - - - - 47 

For entering the marshal's return in the rule book - AT 

For entering the persoual appearance of the plaintiff or de- 
fendant, or the appearance of an attorney for eitbo* 
l>arty ...... 14 

For entering security for costs, (br powins out of the 

'4tonnty ...... 47 

For every rule entered in the role book - - .47 ■ 

For a copy of every rule .... . «4 

For eveiy order in court, or for a copy of the same . 24 

For filing papers for each party • - • - 35 

For docketing every cause on the docket (to be charged but 

once] ..... - 24 

For every continuance on the docket >■ - - S4 

For the filing a declaration, and every plea or demurrer in 
any cause, to the making up of an issue directed to be 
tried ..... .47 

For every trial, swearing the Jury and witnesses, and re- 
cording a general verdict - - • - 1 Ifi 
For administering an oath or affirmation in coar^ ezcent 

witoeases to a jury - - - • ' i4 



ZIT COMllOM I.AW CASBS. 

For eveiT writ of error, supersedeaa, cr scire CidaB 
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Fap taking a bond on issuing a vrit of error, or superse- 
deas - - - . - - - 57 
For every other writ in any action or suit whatever - 47 
For entering the marshal's return, and tlie bail by him re- 
turned^ in the rule book - - - - 47 

For entering special bail - - - - 47 

For entering the personal appearance of the plaintiff or 
defendant, or the abearance of an attorney for either 
party - - - - - - 24 

For entering security for costs for persons out of the county 47 

For filing every declaration, plea, or demurrer, in any 
cause to the making up of the isiaue, and for filing er- 
rors upon appeals, writs of error, or supersedeas - 47 
For a copy of every declaration, |^ea, or demurrer, or of 

errors - - - - - - 47 

For every rule entered in the rule book - - - 47 

For a copy of every rule - - * - - - 24 

For every order in court, before trial - - - 24 

For a copy of the same - - • - •24 

For filing papers for each party in every action or suit - 35 

For docketing every cause on the docket (to be charged but 

once) - - - - - - 24 

For every trial, swearing the jury and witnesses, and re- 
cording a general verdict - - - - 1 16 

For administering an oath or affirmation in court, except 

witnesses to a jury ..... 24 

For every trial where there is a special venlict, swearing 

the witnesses and jury, and recording such verdict - 173 
And where there is no jury, but a Ciise agreed - » 57 

For swearing witnesses for each party, in every cause where 

there is no jury ... - . 35 

For a copy of a case agreed, or notes of special verdict - 47 

For entering every oraer made in court, after verdict, or 

demuri*er joined - - - . - 24 

For entering every continuance on the court docket - 24 

For entering every judgment - - . . 24 

For making a complete record of every cause, inserting a 
case agreed, or suecial verdict at large, from the notes, 
and all deeds and other evidences at large, for every 
hundred words - - - * - 13 J 

For a copy thereof, or any part thereof, the same 
For a recognizance in court - - - - 47 

For filing a return of a habeas corpus - - - 35 

For filing the record on a writ of error - • - 35 

For a copy of such record, for every hundred words - isl 

IK CHANCBKT, OR COMMON LAW CASES. 

For taking a bond upon issuing iiyunctions • - 57 
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For every dedinmspotesiatem - - - - "47 

For making a complete record of every cause, for every one 

hundred wor^ - - - - - 13i ■ 

For filing the retum of a certiorari - - - S5 

For taxing the costs in any uctioo or suit, and a cofiy 

thereof - - - - . - - 4r 

For recording any thing not herein particulariy mentioned, 

or for a copy thereof, for every hundred words - ISJ 

For a search for any thing, if above a year's standing, or 

reading the same, or any part thereof, if required, it» 

copy be not talien - - - - - £4 

For every oi-dor to a witness (to be charged to the puty 

against whom the order goes) . . . S4 

IN ADUIBALTT ASB MABITDIE CABB8. 

For drawing every stipulation, process, monition, or mb- 

IHBna, lor each sheet, containing ninety words - 15 

And for engrossing each sheet - - - - 10 

Entering the return of process - - - - 15 

Filing every libel, claim, pleading, or other paper . 6 

Copies of the pleadings, interrogatories, depositions, and 

exhibits, when required, lor each sheet of ninety 

woi-ds - - - - - - 10 

Entering each proclamation - - - - 15 

Entering each default - - - - - I& 

Entering every rule of court - - - - 15 

Examining each witness, and drawing his deposition, fw 

each sheet containing ninety words - - - 15 

Certifying each exhibit or writing shewn to a witness, at 

his examination - - - • - 35 

Drawing every decree, or decretal ot^er, for each sheet - 15 
And for entering the same in the minutes, for each sheet - 10 

For drawing a record, or making a copy of the proceedings, 

for each sheet containiug ninety words - - 15 

Entering a record in the register, or engrossing or copying 

proceedings or records to-be sealed or exemplified, for 

each sheet . - - . . - 10 

Every certificate .... - 40 

Entering return of appraisement or sales, for each sheet 10 

Affixing the seal to any paper, when required - - 25 

Drawing commission to examine witnesses, for each abect IS 

And for engrossing the same, if on parchment, including 

the parchment .... - 23 

And if on paper, for each sheet . . - _ 10 

Swearing each witness in court - - - - lO 

For every entry, or writing, not mentioned or described, 

such allowance is taxed, as for similar services herein 
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I 

ViM of the Clerk of the District Court, in the district of South Caro- 
lina, in admiralty and maritime caiises as, established by act of Con- 
gress, 1st March, 1793. 

For drawing every stipulatiofi^ procens^ &c. for each sheet 

containing 90 words, - - - - 15 

For engrossing each sheets - - - ^ 10 

For entering the return of process, - - - 15 

For filing every libel, claim, pleading and other paper - ^ 06 

For copies of pleadings, &c. when required, each sheet, 90 

words, - - - - - - 10 

For entering each proclamation, - - - 15 

For entering each default, - - . . 12 

For entering every rule of court, - * • 15 

For certifying each exhibit or writing, shewn to a witness 

at examination, • ... . . ^5 

^ For drawing every decree, or decretal order, each sheet, 

containing 90 words, - - - - 15 

For entering the same in the minutes, each sheet, - 10 

For entering a record in the register, or engrossing or co- 
pying proceedings, or records, to be sealed, or exem- 
plifi^, for each sheet, &c* - - - « 10 

For every certificate, ----- 20 

For entering return of appraisement or sales, each sheet, 

90 woi^, - - - - - - 10 

For affixing seal to any paper, - • - 25 

For drawing commission to examine witnesses, each sheet 

90 woras, ------ 15 

For engrossing same, if on parchment, including parchment 20 

if on paper, each sheet 90 words - 10 

For swearing each witness in court - - - 10 

For every entry or writing not mentioned or described, 
such allowance shall be taxed as for similar services 
herein mentioned. 
For all money deposited in court, one and a quarter per 
cent. 

By the Jic* of 2Sth February, 1799. 

^^o the clerks of circuit and district courts in each state respec- 
tively, the same fees as are allowed in the supr^ne court of the state, 
with an addition thereto of one third of stfid fees, and Ave dollars |)er 
day for bis attendance at any circuit or district court, and at the 
rate often cents per mile for his travel from the place of his abode to 
either of said coorts; and in case a clerk bt a court of the United 
States perform any duty, which is not performed by Ibe clerks of 
the state, and from which the laws of the state make no provision, the 
court in which such service shall be performed ^all make a reason- 
able compensation therefor; and, in all cases of admiralty jurisdic- 
tton, the clerk of the district court shall be allowed the same fees a0 
art prescribed by 2d section of an act passed the 1st of March, 17 9Q. 
11 
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By an Act of Congress, passed JSprUj 1814. 

The clerks of the district and circuit courts of the UHited States 
shall be entitled to one half of one per centum, and no more, on mo- 
neys deposited in court, any law to the contrary notwithstanding* 




I 

1 



Extract from table of fees as established by act of the Ugidaturt ofSomA 

Carolina. 

TO CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURTS OYIA^. 

Signing writ and affixing seal, ... 

Filing declaration, pl^, or other pleading. 
Copying declaration, or otlK^r writing, per sheet, - 
Entering every special order of court, or copy, - 
Every searcli in the records, whe^ cause is ended. 
Signing every judgment. 
Drawing jury for special court, - - 

Drawing bail piece, attending and taking bail, 
Rccordingevery judgment or other writing, p. co, sh« 
Every recognizance - - - . , 

To every dause tried, swearing jury, docketing cause, &c. 
Swearing every witness, - - . . 

Every certificate and signing, - - ... 

Administering every oath, - .. 

Reading a verdict, - - 

Attending at judges chambers - 

Making out a license for the admission of an attorney, ad- 
ministering oath, &c. 
Issuing a certiorari, or other special writ, &c. 
Dedimus potestatem, &c. - 

Filing and entering retum thereof, ... 

Entering decree or summary process and execution, 

TO THE CLERK OF THE SESSIONS AN B P£AC£. 

On a nolle prosequi, ..... 

Bill found or thrown out - - 

Bill found and trial before petit jury, &c. 

Writ of venire ... . 

Writ of habeas corpus, or bench warrant, 

Writ of subpcena and ticket^, ... 

Taking recognizance, &c. ... 

W EqjJiTY. — biaster's fees. 

Every summons, .... 

Every copy of charge or discharge. 

Taking every affidavit, .... 



4 ^ 
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09 
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14 


43 


75 


4S 


09 


43 


43 
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6 45 


75 


43 
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43 


1 50 
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1 50 
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54 


37 


21 
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fSvery oath administered, ... « H 

Every recognizance, - - - - - 43 

Taking oath of defendant to answer, - « - 1 07 

Bvery attendance on summoning of either party, - 75 

Hearing and determining any contested matter, &c. - 1 07 
Making up and returning every report into court, (only one 

repoA in each casic to be charged,) - - 3 00 

eeoister's fees. 

Affixing seal, and signing subpoena, or other writ, - 54 

Affidavit of service of subpoena or other writ, - - 54 
Examining every witness, drawing de[K>8itions, exemplifi- 

' cations, orders of court, or copies, per co. sh. - 09 
Every search, - - - . ^ . J4 
Entering every cause for hearing, - - • 21 
lleading all papers in a suit, - - - - 43 
Examining decree, affixing seal, &c« - - - 86 
Notification to insert in gazette, by order of court, &c. - 32 
Affixing seal, and signing every commission to take an- 
swers, and examine w itnesses, &c. ... 54 



Table of Fees taxed far the Clerk of the Circuit and District courts ofth^ 

United States for the district of Kentucky ^ 



TABLE OS ¥ESS, 



For entering the appearance of either party in person or by 

attorney - ... - ^cts. 21 3 

For a copy of a grant, or patent, separate from a complete 

record - - - - - - 57 3 

For a copy of a caveat separate from a complete record - 33 3 
For a copy of a plat and certificate separate from a com- 
plete record - -- - . -83 3 

For a copy of every entry from commissioners books sepa- 
rate from complete record - - - - 33 3 

For a copy of every entry from surveyor's books separate 

from complete record - - - - 33 3 

For every rule entered on the rule docket, or for a copy 

thereof - - - - . - 21 3 

For entering every continuance on the court docket - 33 3 

For an order to advertise or survey - - - 50 

For entering every judgement - - - - S3 3 

JFor a copy thereof - - - - - 21 3 

For entering every decree - - - - 66 S 

For a copy of the same for every twenty words - - 9 6 
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For adroinisterinj^ an oath, or afllrmation, in eeurt ^ gi ^ 

For taking the costs in anj action or sait, and a co|gi tharaaf 4§ 4 
For every oi*der to a witness for attendaiacef to be dimrged 

to the party a.^nst whom the order gees, % cBfff 

thereof, or attestation thereon - - • 21 5 

For every order in court - - - - • 99 S 

For a copy of abend or note for the payment of money only 44 

For a copy of a bond with conditions • • - 66 ^ 
For a search for any thing above a year's standiBg, aad 

reading the same, or any part thereof, if required - 9\ S 

For endorsement on a supersedeas, or injiinctiiii - ' - IS % 

For filing bill or answer - - - - - !#- § 

For filing deposition - - - • - S^i^ ^ 

JPor taking bond for cost - • • - 44 e 
For filing the record upon an appeal, writ of error, or in- 

persedeas - - - - - •MS 

For filing errors, or for a copy thereof - • • 4ft f 

For filing the record upon the return of the certiorari - S9 9 
For entering return of thesupersedeas^ writ of error, exeoi* 

tion, summons, or certiorari • . - 57 S 

For every writ, or dedimus potestatem - - - 50 

For entering every plea, or for a copy thereof - - 37 S 
For entering marshal's return, on any writ or precept, or 

for a copy thereof - - - -* - 37 S 

For swearing a jury in any case or suit - - - l 00 
For recording eveiy verdict of a jury, or matter a^^reed iqi- 

on by the parties, for every 20 words therein coataiAed 2 6 
For I'ecording the award of arbitrators, or report of commis- 
sioners, or for a copy tbenM>f, for every 20 words - 2 6 
For a copy of an account (not included in a complete record) 

if it be contained in one page, or less, or for recording 

the same . . . . , . 46 6 
For copying an account for every 20 words more tliaQ are 

in one page . . . . . . £ 6 

For recording a connection of surveys, for every survey in 

such counection, or for a copy Uiereof . . 21 6 
For recording, or making out a complete record, or for a 

copy there'jf, for every 20 words . . . 2 6 
For i-ecording^or copying every paper not herein otkerwiM 

recorded, for every 20 words . ' . , ^6 

For a a)py of a bond for the conveyance of land • . 66 6 

For recording articlies of agreement, or copy tiiereof . I $$ 9 

For filing the pajiers of each party in any cause . . 33 3 
For affixing seal of office, and certificate aocompanyiiig Uie 

^^^^^ • • • . . .66 6 

For eacii certificate, for which no fee is faereifi speciaUj al- 

'**^^«^ • . . . . • 83 « 

For issuing execution and entering return ^ . Si 9 
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T^JipUavnng TdbU exhibits the Fee$ aU^wed hfi Law to the Clerks of 
4^ ^i^trict i.<mrts of the 8ti^ of IfimsianOf whiehf vnth the addu 
Hon of one thirds are also the Fees of the Clerk of the District Court 
of the Vmted States, for the Louisiema District, in common Law 
eases; the fees in Mmiralty are prescribed by an Act of Congress, 
bearing date Mirch, 179 S. 



For endorsing, registering, and filiiig petition 

For do and answer • 

Copying alUnstruments of writings not oUierwi^e provided 

for, each 100 words 
Issuing citation with seal and certificate 
Copying same with seal 
Issaiog attachment with seal 
Copying same with seal 
Issuing fieri facias with seal 
Issuing capias ad satisfaciendum with seal 
Order of sequestrati6n 
l89uing injunction with seal 

writ of habeas corpus 

Certiorari 

Mandamus 

Distringas 

Sup*a duces tecum 

Subpoena for witness • 

Summons • 

Each writ of possession 

Order of partition 

Notice of judgment 
Every continuance 
For citation of appeal 
For copy of said citation • 
For attachment to bring persons into court 
For venire facias • • . . 

For swearing jury . . . ' . 

For swearing witnesses . • 

For entering final judgments 
For entering interlocutory judgment 
For every order of court, not otherwise provided for 
For copy of same and seal when required , , 

For filing and registering return on all writs 
For every search . . . . , 

For setting cause for trial, and calling same • 

For ta3dng costs, aQd certifying same, &c. 
For affixing seal of court to all documents, other than above 

specified, when required 
For every necessary certificate 
For taking and filing bond 
?or entering satisfaction of judgment 



5500 



1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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I2i 
I2i 

12i 

75 
50 
00 
50 
50 
50 
50 
00 
00 
50 
50 
50 
00 
2^ 
75 
75 
75 
25 
25 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 

6* 
00 
50 
25 
50 
12i 
25 
25 
00 

50 

25 
00 

25 
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For commission to examine witnesses 
For certificate of admission to an attorney 

Note. The Inst item is allowed to the Clerk 'of the 
Court of the state only. 



J table of fees aUmoed in the Supreme and Superior Cowls oj Hu sfofe. 
of Mississippi, to their CUrks. 

8DPRBHE COraX. 

Entering appearance . . .' . . SOfift 

Every rule entered on the rule docket 

Copy of every rule ... . . 5ft 

Entering every continuance 

Administenn^ an oath or affirmation in'court 

l>ockrting every cause to be charged but once 

Entering every judgment 

Copy thereof per sheet of 100 words 

Filing the record upon writ of error, certioraii> or superse- 
deas . . . - . 

Copy of such record, per sheet of 100 words 

Taxing costs in any action or suit, and copy thereof 

Every order in court .... 

Asearchfor anytbingof above a year's standing, and read- 
ing the same or any purt thereof, if required - 

For every-other service double the fees allowed the cl^ksoC 
the Superior Courts for similar services. 

IN CHAKCESY. 

Entering each action . . ■ . .35 

Entering appearance . . . ' . , 25 

Filing each bill, answer, replication, or other paper . 12^ 

Copies per sheet of 100 words ■ . . , Ij 
Entering each rule .... .2s 

Entering each continuance ■ ... as 

Entering each dismission, discontinuance, or nolle proseq. 5o 

Setting down cause for hearing . . ... 25 

For each writ in efjuity . , . . . 1 as , 

Enrolling or recording each decree, for every 100 words SO 

Each injunction bond .... , 7S 

Entering each motion . . ... . £f 

Administering each oath and certifying the same . M 

Taxing costs . , . . . \. n 



'M 



87 



[134] 



IN CIYUi CASBS. 

For each writ other than those hereinafter named 

Docketing cause, each time 

Filing baU bonds, declarations, plea3» or other papei^s^ each 

Entering each appearance 

Entering each motion, rule, or order 

Declaration in ejectment 

Entering non-suit or discontinuance 

Order and copy of rule of reference 

Swearing each witness ' • 

Entering each continuance 

Venire facias in every cause tried by jury 

Scire facias, except against jurors when excused 

Swearing and impanelling every jury 

Receiving and entering verdict 

Entering each judgment in court • 

Each subp<ena for one witness 

For every other name inserted 

Entering a tender of principal by his bail 

Commission to take depositions 

Copies thereof, for every 100 words 

Taking a i-ecognizance 

Execution 

Taxing costs in each cause 

Recording final judgment, every 100 words 

Each bail piece 

Certificate to witness each 

For aflSixing seal 

Each separate certificate • 



1 25 
124 
12} 
121 

25 

2 00 
50 
75 

64 
25 
25 
2 00 
25 
25 

50 
61 

25 
1 00 

15 

50 
1 00 

50 

50 

25 
25 
25 



Ilf CRIMIl^^AI. CASES. 



Entering the finding of the indictment, or filing information 

Each writ other than herein named 

Arraigning prisoner and entering plea 

Taking recognizance 

Swearing and impanelling each jury 

Entering verdict • • . • 

Entering judgment 

Swearing each witness 

Each subpcena with one name 

Every other name inserted 

Each motion or order 

Venire facias in each cause tried 

Each trial 

All copies, each 100 words 

Recording final judgments^ each 100 words 

Taxing costs 

Certificates 



1 
1 
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00 

50 

75 

50 

50 

50 

12} 

50 

6* 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
75 
25 



r^^r 



(\ 



'" ' »..->■ 






if > 



[184] 



88 




t 



Clerics fee MU for the JDistrid Court df the United fitates far fte Disirid 

of Indiana. 

Every writ of error, and seal • • • * ]S 75 

Endorsing on writ of error that is to operate 9A m sapefiie- 

deas •••• • v.d 

EveiT^ summons thereon • • • • .50 

Endorsing on summons tiiat is to operate as a sopiawdeas 6 

A bond g^ven by plaintiff when Aot a freeholder and resi* 

dent of the state . • « « 37} 

Filing writ and each paper in a cause . . » $ 

Copy of a record or other paperSf per sheet of 100 w«rte \%l 

Djscontinaance or retraxit • « - . • lft| 

Copy of every rule when required . • . W| 

Bringing a particular record into court • • .95 

Entering satisfaction of records • • . .lit 

Receiving and entering verdict . . • 19i 

Entering judgment . . . . .15 

An execution • • • . • .59 

Entering ikfendant's appearance . • • 6 

Entering on docket ... • • 1S4 

Subpoena for four witnesses or under • . ^ ft 

Swearing each witness ... . . 6 

Swearing each constable ... . ,6 

Making up and entering a complete record after jadgmenty 

per sheet of 100 words , . . ^ 111 

Searching the record within one year • • . Ut 

Every year back . < . . , . ^5 

On confession of errorsyjudgmenty or default • , 25 

Continuing each cause • * • . . .20 

Every issue joined ... . .25 

Issuing commission to take depositions • • . 50 

Entering any principal motion . . . .10 

Evei7 writ of supersedeas or certiorari^ and seal ^ 75 

For a bond on a supersedeas . . . .75 

Certificate and seal . . ^- . , 50 

Making cost bill . . . . . . «f I 

Copy of do . . . • . .185 

Making out advertisement for non-resident defendant in er- 
ror . , . . . . . , 50 

Issuing an attachment for contempt . • .50 

Evei7 writ of eligit, venditioni exponad^ and otlier spedlal 

writs not provided for . . . .50 
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Mat 12, 1820. 



The Joint Committee, appointed to inquire and report wbat subjects 
before the two Houses are proper to be acted on during the pre^ 
sent session of Congress^ hsivt had the same under consideration^ 
and 

REPORT: 

That, in the opinion of the committee, all bills and resolutions 
remaining undecided before the Senate may-be definitively acted up- 
on during the present session. 

That, of the business before the House, the bills contained in the 
schedule hereunto annexed are considered proper to be acted upon, 
in the order in which they severally stand; and it is respectfully re- 
commended to the House of Representatives to come to the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the business before this House be acted on accord- 
ing to the arrangement contained in the schedule hereto annexed. 

SCHEDULE. 

1. A bill, H. R* No. 138, Authorizing a loan of two millions of 
dollars. 

2. A bill, H. R. No« 109, To amend tiie act for the employment 
of an additional naval force. 

3. A bill, H. R. No. 125, To amend the several acts providing 
for ^ck and disabled seamen. 

4. A bill. Senate, No. 88, Authorizing the building a certain num- 
ber of small vessels of war. 

5p a bill^ Senate, No. 98, Supplementary to the act concerning 
navigation. 

6. A bill. Senate, No. 119, To limit the term of office of certain 
officers therein named. 

7. A bill, H. R. No. 80, To amend the act making reservation of 
lands for naval purposes. 

8. A bill, H. R. 98, To revive the act to provide for persons dis* 
abled by known wounds in tiie Revolutionary war. 

9. A bill, H. R» No. 115, For repairing the roof of the General 
Post Office. 
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10. A bill, H« B« No. 70, For the rdief of Margaret Ibk, late 
McKenzie. 

lU A bill, H. R. No. 143, Making appropriatioDs to eftct Qm 
treaty with the Chqppawa Indians. 

12« A bin, H. R. No. 89, Desfgnating tiie ports atwhich foniga 
armed ships may enter. 

13. A bUl, H. R. No. 114, Ettending tiie jnrisdictioo of jnstica 
of the peace in the District of Columbia. 

14. A biU, H. R. No. 145, To increase the namber of ckris ia 
the War Department. 

15. A bill, H. JR. No. 137, For the rdief of Richard S. fladkfef. 

16. A bill. Senate, No. 87, For the relief of Bbenoer ^Ie?eii3 
and others. 

17. AbiU,H. R. No. 141, For the relief of Joshoa Newson ani 
others. 

18. A bill, H. R. No. 144, For the relief of the represatitifcs (^ 
Conrad Laub. 

19. A bill, H. R. No. 120, To authorize the governor of llihieis 
to obtain certain abstracts of land. 

20. A bill. Senate, No. 17, To continue in force the act to pro- 
Tide for decisions of the Supreme Court. 

21. A bill. Senate, No. 16, Altering the time f<M- hoMins omdIs 
in the Western District of PennsyWania. 

22. A bill. Senate, No. 112, To provide for the exp^iseof snircj- 
ing the coast of North Carolina. 

23. A bill,'Senate, No. 85, For the relief of the represeutatim 
of Tench Fjntnds. 

24. A bill, H. R. No. 140, For the relief of Ambrose Yasse. 

25. A bill, Senate, No. 82, For the relief of Thomas Hunter. 

26. A bill, Senate, No. 96, For the relief of Richard Smyth. 

27. A bill. Senate, No. 93, For the relief of Thomas Leiper. 

28. A bill. Senate, No. 90, For the relief of Richard O'Briea. 

29. A bill. Senate, No. 1 14, For the relief of Jame^ L. Cathcail 

30. A bill. Senate, No. 30, For the relief of the Prestdest zd 
Directors of the Merchants' Bank Rhode Island. 

31. A bill, H. R. N6b 77, To impose a new tonnage doty oi 
French ships and vessels. 

32. A bill, H. R. No. 59, To confirm claims to land in the stete 
of Illinois. 

3S. A bill. Senate No. 58. For the reHef of Thomas L. Oeden. 

34. A bill. Senate, No. 62, To provide for sick and disahkd set- 
men. 

35. A bill. Senate, No. 60> To erect a light honse on mie of Ae 
bles of Shoals. 

S6. A bill. Senate, No. 105^ To appoint commissioners t» layout 
me roa4 tbfrein mentioned. 



^r^iJS^^. 



_ '3k 



i 



/ 



*'■ Wy 



f 







.<" 



^ 






'- » 



